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A Frightening Reality

Text: Luke 22:24-34
24And there arose also a dispute among them as to which one of them was regarded to be greatest. 25 And He said to them, "The kings of the Gentiles lord it over them; and those who have authority over them are called 'Benefactors.' 26But it is not this way with you, but the one who is the greatest among you must become like the youngest, and the leader like the servant. 27For who is greater, the one who reclines at the table or the one who serves? Is it not the one who reclines at the table? But I am among you as the one who serves. 28You are those who have stood by Me in My trials; 29and just as My Father has granted Me a kingdom, I grant you 30that you may eat and drink at My table in My kingdom, and you will sit on thrones judging the twelve tribes of Israel. 31Simon, Simon, behold, Satan has demanded permission to sift you like wheat; (Satan hath desired to have you, that he may sift you as wheat: kjv) 32but I have prayed for you, that your faith may not fail; and you, when once you have turned again, strengthen your brothers." 33But he said to Him, "Lord, with You I am ready to go both to prison and to death!" 34And He said, "I say to you, Peter, the rooster will not crow today until you have denied three times that you know Me."

Introduction
1. To be the desire of others is desirable in some cases. (Lovely or handsome mate for life;

Job guaranteeing financial security; general acceptance from good people.)

2. Text: Satan’s desire is the exception.

No rational being should want to be the object of Satan’s desire.

3. The desire: “To sift you as wheat.”

a. Denotes the strongest kind of temptation - Cp. Matt. 3:11
"As for me, I baptize you with water for repentance, but He who is coming after me is mightier than I, and I am not fit to remove His sandals; He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire.”

b. Olshausen: “There are in the course of our moral development moments in which man is assailed by the whole power of evil, with all its temptations. In such moments, whatever is really good in the man survives the test; but what is impure becomes also manifest. This discriminating agency is referred to the Representative of evil (Satan), for the reason that sin in all its forms is regarded as subject to him; the Divine agency assumes the merely negative form of yielding to the world of sin, of holding back the powers of grace.”

c. Hence, Satan’s ultimate testing. Pass this and he loses; fail and he is victorious.

4. This is most frightening. Me against the combined might of evil!
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I. Satan’s Point of Attack

A. Your Faith: Jesus prayer: “that your faith may not fail”

1. Once faith is destroyed, no defense can be effective.

2. The “shield of faith” -Eph.6:16
B. Discuss shields: “Sometimes, the Eastern soldiers had shields so large that they were like doors, and they covered the man from head to foot. Others of them, who used smaller shields, nevertheless handled them so deftly, and moved them so rapidly, that it was tantamount to the shield covering the entire person. An arrow is aimed at the forehead, up goes the shield, and the sharp point rings on the metal. A javelin is hurled at the heart, but the shield turns it aside. The fierce foe aims a poisonous dart at the leg, but the shield intercepts it. Virtually, the shield is all-surrounding; so it is with your faith. As one has
well said, ‘It is amour upon amour, for the helmet protects the head, but the shield protects both helmet and head.” (Spurgeon)

C. Note “Your” faith  John 8:24 'Therefore I said to you that you will die in your sins; for unless you believe that I am He, you will die in your sins."
Heb.11:6 And without faith it is impossible to please Him, for he who comes to God must believe that He is and that He is a rewarder of those who seek Him.

(Heb.11 is an arch of triumph, erected in honor of faith.)

D. Psalm 33:20 Our soul waits for the lord; He is our help and our shield.
Proverb 30:5 Every word of God is tested; He is a shield to those who take refuge in Him.
II. The Danger To Faith

A. Not necessarily that our faith is weak – we all need stronger faith –

but that our faith might fail.

1. Failure, a sad word in any language.

2. Failure the greatest danger to my faith - 1 Tim.1:19-20 keeping faith and a good conscience, which some have rejected and suffered shipwreck in regard to their faith. 20Among these are Hymenaeus and Alexander, whom I have handed over to Satan, so that they will be taught not to blaspheme.

B. When it fails when needed most:

1. During strongest temptation 1 Cor.10:12-13
Therefore let him who thinks he stands take heed that he does not fall. 13No temptation has overtaken you but such as is common to man; and God is faithful, who will not allow you to be tempted beyond what you are able, but with the temptation will provide the way of escape also, so that you will be able to endure it.

2. When personal tragedy strikes (Think of Job).

a. Loss of property, children, wife, and friends.

b. But see Job 42:12 The lord blessed the latter days of Job more than his beginning; …

C. When, as the sifting suggests, we are shaken with severe problems.
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III. Protection of Faith

A. What Jesus did for Peter he will do for all.

1. It is intercession for us by the most magnificent and powerful force there is - Heb.7:25.

Therefore He is able also to save forever those who draw near to God through Him, since He always lives to make intercession for them.

2. If you pray for me, I am very glad -- but to know Jesus prays for me is joy unspeakable and unimaginable.

3. Can you imagine a more touching thing than to hear a child pray, “. . . and bless Mommy and Daddy”?                    But to know that the Prince of Peace, King of Kings

offers prayer for me excels anything I can imagine.

B. The Lord is watching over his own with supernatural care
Heb.13:5-6 Make sure that your character is free from the love of money, being content with what you have; for He Himself has said, "i will never desert you, nor will i ever forsake you," 6so that we confidently say, "the lord is my helper, i will not be afraid. what will man do to me?"
Psalm 55:22 Cast your burden upon the lord and He will sustain you; He will never allow the righteous to be shaken.
1. How? In faith -- Faith that is completely submissive.

2. Faith founded in and through divine revelation - Rom. 10:17
So faith comes from hearing, and hearing by the word of Christ.

Conclusion
1. Make faith your personal fortress, garrisoned well.

Keep a watch on the ramparts of your faith, and never surrender the fort.

2. Bask in the glow of the fact that divine prayer is offered for us

when we turn to the Lord for protection.

3. Realize that the strongest force for evil is ever desirous of sifting each and everyone of us.

4. Come to the Lord today.
From: Dudley Ross Spears
Date: Thursday, May 23, 2002 06:37:38 AM

To: Bible Matters
Subject: S>A Frightening Reality
PAGE  
2

