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MAN’S ABILITY~ACCOUNTABILITY

Matthew 25:31-46

Introduction: As we view our state here and now on the earth, in light of what we want to do—go to heaven when this life is over, making our eternal destiny pleasant and lasting, we need to consider man’s ability in general, and our individual ability in particular.  What am I able to do, and what my limits are!

1. Let us read the passage in Matthew, describing the final results:
31"But when the Son of Man comes in His glory, and all the angels with Him, then He will sit on His glorious throne. 32All the nations will be gathered before Him; and He will separate them from one another, as the shepherd separates the sheep from the goats; 33and He will put the sheep on His right, and the goats on the left. 34Then the King will say to those on His right, 'Come, you who are blessed of My Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world. 35For I was hungry, and you gave Me something to eat; I was thirsty, and you gave Me something to drink; I was a stranger, and you invited Me in; 36naked, and you clothed Me; I was sick, and you visited Me; I was in prison, and you came to Me.' 37Then the righteous will answer Him, 'Lord, when did we see You hungry, and feed You, or thirsty, and give You something to drink? 38And when did we see You a stranger, and invite You in, or naked, and clothe You?

39When did we see You sick, or in prison, and come to You?' 40The King will answer and say to them, 'Truly I say to you, to the extent that you did it to one of these brothers of Mine, even the least of them, you did it to Me.' 41Then He will also say to those on His left, 'Depart from Me, accursed ones, into the eternal fire which has been prepared for the devil and his angels; 42for I was hungry, and you gave Me nothing to eat; I was thirsty, and you gave Me nothing to drink; 43I was a stranger, and you did not invite Me in; naked, and you did not clothe Me; sick, and in prison, and you did not visit Me.' 44Then they themselves also will answer, 'Lord, when did we see You hungry, or thirsty, or a stranger, or naked, or sick, or in prison, and did not take care of You?' 45Then He will answer them, 'Truly I say to you, to the extent that you did not do it to one of the least of these, you did not do it to Me.' 46These will go away into eternal punishment, but the righteous into eternal life."
a. Clearly two classes—out of “all nations”:

1) Right hand, sheep

2) Left hand, goats

b. Note: the characterization of “sheep” and “goats” probably reflect something of the character or attitude! Hard head and followers!

c. Right and left: approved and disapproved!

d. Destiny decided by hand—right or left, which reflects character!

        1) “Come ye blessed of my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from foundation of the world.”

        2) “Depart from me, ye cursed, into everlasting fire, prepared for the devil and his angels.”
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2. I want us to notice two aspects of ability: What we can do and are thus expected to do; and what we can’t do, and what we need not waste time trying to do.

3. There are a lot of ideas advocating things in this regard, that I believe are wrong, out of harmony with the word of God, and we are presented with a challenge to use what ability—Mentally and physically, to get it right!  It’s a spiritual challenge!

I. We Inherit The Kingdom; We Don’t Earn It!

A. Heaven is a prepared place, prepared by God, for a certain group of people—who can and must inherit it! v.34
1. God’s grace and goodness, mercy and love provide it! John 3:16; Rom.5:8
2. It is not possible for man to provide salvation; therefore, we must look to God “by faith.”

Gal.3:26-27 For you are all sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus.

27For all of you who were baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ.
Eph. 2:8-9 For by grace you have been saved through faith; and that not of yourselves,

it is the gift of God; 9not as a result of works, so that no one may boast.
a. Not by good works which we have done-- Titus 3:5-7 He saved us, not on the basis of deeds which we have done in righteousness, but according to His mercy, by the washing of regeneration and renewing by the Holy Spirit, 6whom He poured out upon us richly through Jesus Christ our Savior, 7so that being justified by His grace we would be made heirs according to the hope of eternal life. 

B. We must ever recognize that aspect of God’s plan!

1. Beatitudes: Poor, Mourn, Meek, Hunger and Thirst!

a. When we are empty and needy, saddened by condition, then are we conditioned to come and receive!

b. Jesus’ offer Matt 11:28-30 --feel need and seek. "Come to Me, all who are weary and heavy-laden, and I will give you rest. 29Take My yoke upon you and learn from Me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. 30For My yoke is easy and My burden is light." 
2. Man cannot on his/her own save self! God has provided it, and challenges us to act so as to be saved! Acts 2:40
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II. YET MAN HAS THE ABILITY TO DO WHAT GOD REQUIRES!

A. Notice, “For I was hungry, and you gave Me ...”

1. They had acted—toward Him, “the Son of Man... The King” said this! (v.31-36)

2. Notice that what to Him, was done indirectly, “Hungry, Thirsty, Stranger, sick!

They gave food, drink, took in and visited!

     'Truly I say to you, to the extent that you did it to one of these brothers of Mine, even the least of them, you did it to Me.’ v.40
1) Christ is identified with His people!

2) Notice Acts 8:1-3; Jesus’ complaint “I am Jesus whom you are persecuting,” Acts 9:4-6
b. Men and women often speak against God’s people with little concern!

c. When one obeys the gospel, he/she becomes a member of God’s family, the church
1 Tim. 3:14-15
3. We need to be identified with Christ, and we’ll be a part of His people; when people persecute us for righteousness’ sake, they are acting 
B.
The condemned has had the ability to act, too! against Christ, God, and His people!

for I was hungry, and you gave Me nothing to eat ... thirsty... stranger ... naked ... sick... prison...” v.41-43
1.
They were ignorant of the effect of their action, “Lord when...” v.44

2. His answer v.45: 'Truly I say to you, to the extent that you did not do it to one of the least of these, you did not do it to Me.'
a. See, it was something they could have done, but failed!

b. Notice, they were not charged with being all “bad people,” such as drunkards, thieves, etc! They had failed to do what God required, which was within their power!

3. Some will be ignorant of their rejection—none identify, till it’s too late Matt.7:21-27
21"Not everyone who says to Me, 'Lord, Lord,' will enter the kingdom of heaven, but he who does the will of My Father who is in heaven will enter. 22Many will say to Me on that day, 'Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in Your name, and in Your name cast out demons, and in Your name perform many miracles?' 23And then I will declare to them, 'I never knew you; depart from me, you who practice lawlessness.'

24Therefore everyone who hears these words of Mine and acts on them, may be compared to a wise man who built his house on the rock. 25And the rain fell, and the floods came, and the winds blew and slammed against that house; and yet it did not fall, for it had been founded on the rock. 26"Everyone who hears these words of Mine and does not act on them, will be like a foolish man who built his house on the sand. 27The rain fell, and the floods came, and the winds blew and slammed against that house; and it fell--and great was its fall." 

4. The key— is doing the will of god!

a. Such is revealed, understandable, and practical.

b. Let us understand that we have the ability
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III. ONE OF THE WORSE STUMBLING BLOCKS TODAY IS FAILING TO SEE WHAT GOD SAYS ABOUT ABILITY!

A.
To understand the will of God
Eph.5:17 So then do not be foolish, but understand what the will of the Lord is.

3:3-5 that by revelation there was made known to me the mystery, as I wrote before in brief. 4By referring to this, when you read you can understand
my insight into the mystery of Christ, 5which in other generations was not made known to the sons of men, as it has now been revealed to His holy apostles and prophets in the Spirit;

B. To accept responsibility for doing what God requires! James 1:21-25
21Therefore, putting aside all filthiness and all that remains of wickedness, in humility receive the word implanted, which is able to save your souls. 22But prove yourselves doers of the word, and not merely hearers who delude themselves. 23For if anyone is a hearer of the word and not a doer, he is like a man who looks at his natural face in a mirror;

24for once he has looked at himself and gone away, he has immediately forgotten what kind of person he was. 25But one who looks intently at the perfect law, the law of liberty, and abides by it, not having become a forgetful hearer but an effectual doer, this man will be blessed in what he does.
1. He who will put away and receive and do! Can receive forgiveness of sins!

a. Believe Jesus as Son (John 20:30-31)
b. Repent of sins (Acts 17:30-31)
c. Confess faith (Rom. 10:9-10)
d. Be baptized to wash away sins (Acts 22:16)
2. He/she who will “continue” to look into and do the work required “by faith”, will be blessed.
C. So many theories about the nature and ability of man, that many are confused!

1. Man is not born a sinner (Ezek 18:20)

2. Man does not have to sin, or he/she would not be accountable for it!  We have “gone astray” (Isa.53:6) “Turned”

3. God does not charged the guilt of another to us, not charge us with doing something that we are unable to do!
Ezek.18:20 "The person who sins will die. The son will not bear the punishment for the father's iniquity, nor will the father bear the punishment for the son's iniquity; the righteousness of the righteous will be upon himself, and the wickedness of the wicked will be upon himself.”
Isa.59:1-2 Behold, the lord's hand is not so short That it cannot save; Nor is His ear so dull That it cannot hear. 2But your iniquities have made a separation between you and your God, And your sins have hidden His face from you so that He does not hear.
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Conclusion
Do you understand that you have the ability to do God’s will, and when you don’t you are accountable for your actions, not another’s!

1. You are not charged with doing what’s impossible!

2. You and I will be found guilty of our own sins, if they are not washed away by the blood of Christ—Matt.26:26-28

26While they were eating, Jesus took some bread, and after a blessing, He broke it and gave it to the disciples, and said, "Take, eat; this is My body." 27And when He had taken a cup and given thanks, He gave it to them, saying, "Drink from it, all of you; 28for this is My blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many for forgiveness of sins.”
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And with many other words he solemnly testified and kept on exhorting them, saying, “Be saved from this perverse generation!”


(Save yourselves from this untoward generation, kjv)





14I write these things to you, hoping to come to you shortly. 15But if I should delay, that you may know how you ought to behave in the house of God, which is the church of the living God, the pillar and foundation of the truth.
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