America's Problems Come From The Heart
 Introduction
1. There have been conscious efforts to rid America of its religious heritage.

2. The recent effort in California to remove the "pledge of allegiance" and especially the "under God" part is just a display of how the corrupt hearts of America are gaining ground. Read letter from Senator Jim Bunning—

3. If we cannot say “one nation under god,” shall we say "one nation under man"?

That would be a declaration that mankind is the ultimate source of power in this country.

4. But, saying that is a religious statement of Humanism.

5. To change the pledge of allegiance means we have to change other important acknowledgements of the "Creator" who "endowed us with inalienable rights."

6. The Humanist religion wants to replace religion of faith in a Creator with their own religion of human supremacy.

7. Humanism is simply man trying to please himself and refusing to acknowledge God. This spirit is described in Rom.1:20-32 and in Eph.4:17-21.

8. What can we say about humanism and it's efforts to rid this nation of God?

I. Humanism is Corruption of Heart.
A. it has exercised power over the media to spread corruption of heart and mind
1. Consider Media Make-up. Those who control what we watch.

 a. 59% were raised in Jewish homes, 25% in Protestant homes, 12% in Catholic homes. But, this does not equate with the make-up of our society.

1) Population: 2.5% are Jewish.

So, how does 59% of those raised in Jewish homes come to be in charge of media?

2) Population: 67% are Protestant. So, why are only 25% of Media represented from 67% of the total population? Is this not out of balance?

3) Population: 22% are Catholic. So, why are 12% of media not represented by 22% of the population?

4) But, what is worse is that even the 67% Protestants and 22% Catholics do not bring convictions with them. In other words, they are “salt fit for nothing.” Why would we say this? Consider the following in regard to the make-up of the media.

b. Although 89% of the media are "professing" Catholics and Protestants," 93% seldom or never attend worship. 44% of media only claim to have been raised Jewish, Protestant, or Catholic, but actually claim for themselves NO RELIGION AT ALL.

c. The Morals of Media. 

1) 97% are pro-Abortion. is it any wonder that other countries consider us "evil"?

2) 95% believe Homosexuality is ok. Is it any wonder that this nation is considered "evil"? This is no excuse for terrorism or things like the 9-11-01 tragedy, however! The impression of America will have to come through it's media. But, the media does not accurately represent the majority of Americans.

3) 84% are indifferent to adultery. Almost every show has people committing adultery, or living together outside of marriage, and many commercials are built around sex and alcohol. Is it any wonder that what people in other countries learn about America comes through a filthy American media?

d. The goals of American Media.

Fred Friendly – (Ferdinand Friendly Wachenheimer) – 10/30/1916 ~ 3/3/1998
Broadcast journalist and former president of cbs News. His television collaboration with Edward R. Murrow, See It Now, was the first show to be broadcast coast-to-coast, on Nov.18, 1951. He won several broadcasting awards including 10 Peabodys. – Died: March 3, 1998. – said - "broadcasting is going to determine what kind of people we are." (Quote taken from other sources – I have not found a place where the quote is in the context of quotes of Fred Friendly.)

B. How Powerful Has Media Been In Our Lives?

Test The Power of Media on Your Memory. If you remember, fill in the blanks:

1. Give me a break, give me a break, break me off a piece of that Kit-Kat bar.

2. You deserve a break today at McDonalds.

3. When E. F. Hutton speaks, people listen.

4. Three older ladies in a Wendy's commercial asked, "where's the beef?"

5. Mr. Whipple asks grocery shoppers, "Please don't squeeze the Charmin".

6. And who can forget Speedy Alka Seltzer? “Plop, Plop, Fizz, Fizz, Oh What a Relief it is!”
Now, these are OLD commercials, but most of us still remember them. But, if old commercials reside in our memories, what ELSE is impacting our consciences and the consciences of our children?

A. Shows we have seen, lodging consciously and sub-consciously, are a reserve of images stamped on our hearts by the media.

1. The above examples are innocent; yet powerfully illustrate the impact of media.

2. The world is not selective, nor discerning as to what to allow, and sadly, many Christians do not have their senses exercised to discern good and evil.

B. Consider the impact of tv and Violence.

I don’t object to violent shows but caution and warn that young impressionable children be taught that such is make-believe, that those shot will get up and walk away, etc.

C. Consider the impact of tv and Alcohol. (play-like – whiskey is tea, etc.)

D. Consider the impact of tv and Sexual Immorality of all sorts. (Cannot disguise nudity etc.)

II. What Can We Do About It?
A. turn off the flow of garbage into your family's minds. 1 Cor.15:33

1. Selective watching. Cull out the offensive.

2. Limited watching.

Matt.5:8, 28; 12:34-35
3. Increase other, better family activities.

B. turn up the flow of god's word.

1. Apply your heart— Proverbs—

2:2, 10; 3:1, 3; 4:21; 23:12
2. Study. 2 Tim.2:15
3. Meditate. Psalm 1:1-2
4. Grow in grace and knowledge. 2 Pet.3:18
5. Develop spiritual sensitivity. Heb.5:12-14
Conclusion

1. All of America's problems come from the heart of Americans, just as the problems of Sodom and Gomorrah came from the heart of those people.

2. We, Christians, are the light of the world, but if we hide our light, then we are useless to God and the cause of righteousness.

3. Righteousness will exalt a nation, but wickedness is an abomination to any people.

4. If we want to change the world, we must begin within our own hearts and spread the leaven of righteousness to our families and to our friends, neighbors, fellow-workers, schools, business, and what we demand of political leaders.

5. If you are concerned about our country, recognize that it is a problem of sin, the disease of the heart and soul.

6. If we do not address the real problem, then the conditions of our society will only grow worse and worse.

7. Take a stand for God and righteousness today!
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A Tribute to Fred Friendly
October 30, 1916 - March 3, 1998
“To make the agony of decision-making so intense that you can escape only by thinking.”
In a distinguished career spanning 60 years, Fred Friendly was an inspiring and courageous leader. A principal exponent of the importance of a free press in a democracy, he challenged a fledgling industry to realize its potential to inform and enlighten public opinion. His landmark “See It Now” documentaries with Edward R. Murrow revolutionized television by breaking new ground with bold programming that uncloaked McCarthyism, revealed the shameful plight of migrant farm workers, and set a standard for investigative reporting that endures to this day. 

Friendly put principle into practice as president of CBS News from 1964-1966, resigning in protest over the network’s decision to an "I Love Lucy" rerun instead of broadcasting live coverage of  Senate hearings on the Vietnam War. The experience led to his resolve to promote the concept of noncommercial television, and he became the driving force behind the creation of the Corporation for Public Broadcasting. 
The historic October 9, 1954, broadcast on CBS of "See It Now" is credited by many as a watershed mark in the country's view of Senator Joseph McCarthy. Friendly and Murrow used clips of Red-baiting speeches and harassing of Senate witnesses to make the case against McCarthyism, and used their own money to take out an add in The New York Times when CBS, which was reluctant to air the program, refused to promote it. 

After leaving CBS, Friendly became a professor of journalism at Columbia University, taking his powerful dictum “to make the agony of decision-making so intense that you can escape only by thinking” from the classroom to the American public and beyond in the probing Columbia University Media and Society Seminars television series, which will stand as problem-solving guides on social issues for generations to come. The programs examined the complexity, role and responsibility of the news media, profoundly broadening the public’s understanding of its obligations in a democratic society, and of the importance to the nation of a free press. Friendly was the Ford Foundation's advisor on communications for 14 years, and also published numerous books and articles, including The Good Guys, The Bad Guys, and The First Amendment and Due to Circumstances Beyond Our Control, an account of his 16 years at CBS. 

Fred Friendly's lifelong commitment to press freedom helped to form a profession that is forever in his debt. 


THE GOSPEL OBSERVER

"Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations...teaching them to observe all that I commanded you; and lo, I am with you     always, even to the end of the age" (Matthew 28:19,20). September 27, 1997

Americans Are Hooked On TV!

by Bob Buchanon

Do you spend much time watching tv?  L.M. Boyd, in one of his syndicated columns, said that the average person spends 50 days, of 24 hours each, watching television out of each 365 days. Just think of it!  This means that one who spends his life in our TV-oriented society will consume 3,500days or 84,000 hours of his life watching television (using average lifespan of 70 years).

Ninety-seven percent of the homes in America have televisions. It has become accepted as a standard piece of furniture for every family room. More people have TV sets than bathtubs, telephones, toasters, vacuum cleaners, or receive the daily newspaper. Jerry Harris said, ``95% of these people have their TV sets fixed within 24 hours of breakdown...Many people are addicted. TV has become a god, enslaving our time'' (World Radio News).

Marie Winn says in her book, The Plug-In Drug, that this electronic marvel is a drug that parents give to their children, take themselves, and end up lulled into a passive state harmful to human health. Many families sit for hours upon hours each night glued to the tv. The only time they ever speak is during the commercials or when an argument begins over what program to watch next. As one of my college classmates Steve Cawthorne said, ``Nowadays a husband and wife have to have minds that run in the same channel--or else they must have two tv sets.''

Now I've owned a tv set for about 12 years. I sometimes watch it.  tv has some fine features and could be a great benefit if used properly.  Some programs provide wholesome family entertainment, a few are actually educational, but all must admit that most are a waste of time. Fred Friendly, a professor of broadcast journalism at Columbia University and former president of CBS News said, ``Broadcasting is going to determine what kind of people we are.'' Think about that for a minute!

Experts say there is a race on to see which network can show more of the female anatomy. If you will add to this alcoholism, insanity, Satanism, homosexuality, anti-religion, and anti-Americanism, you will cover about 75% of what tv has become. Even the most optimistic person has to admit that this is a serious moral problem and we as God's children have to guard what comes into our homes. tv is changing the moral climate of America. The tv producers say that the current change on tv is nothing more than a change in our social values. I ``Amen'' Jerry Harris' comment, ``God help us if this is true.''

A decade ago a theater would have been padlocked and its manager run out of town if he had dared to show some of the filth that now comes over our tv sets. Yet many professed Christians will sit for hours with their eyes glued to this kind of trash and think nothing about it. Jimmy Thomas once wrote, ``It seems to me the height of hypocrisy for one to deplore the immoral condition of our society and then spend much of the time being entertained by the same sins on tv If you are unable to see anything wrong in watching such programs then you must be already spiritually dead.''

However, the foregoing isn't the thrust I intended to give this article. Time is the thing under consideration. tv is robbing us. When families could be studying God's Word and being aided spiritually, they are watching tv. As a result, most people know more about tv programs than they do about the Word of God. So much emphasis is given the scriptures to the use of time. Jesus set the example when he said, ``I must work the works of him that sent me, while it is day; the night cometh when no man can work'' (John 9:4). There's an urgency about Jesus' message here, as well as His personal actions. We read where Jesus rose early ``a great while before day'' to pray (Mark 1:35). Jesus surely left us an example of being engaged in useful activity and using His time to the fullest.

The Hebrew writer exhorted those saints, ``But exhort one another day by day, so long as it is called Today; lest anyone of you be hardened by the deceitfulness of sin''(Heb.3:13). James wrote to those saints of the Dispersion: ``Come now, ye that say, Today or tomorrow we will go into this city, and spend a year there, and trade and get gain: whereas ye know not what shall be on the morrow'' (James 4:13-14). The wise man said, ``Boast not thyself of tomorrow; For thou knowest not what a day may bring forth'' (Prov.27:1).

I don't mind telling you that I am concerned. Concerned about my children and about the church. TV has so much influence on people that it is frightening. God's Word speaks loud and clear as to how we are to use our time. As Christians, our lives are to be filled with prayer, meditation, exhorting one another, seeking the lost, worshiping and in general preparing for the life to come. Just suppose that the Christian lets himself slide into the ``average'' category of spending 50 days per year watching tv (or 3500 days or 84,000 hours of his God-given time).What do you think will happen if Christians continue to watch six hours a day with its current trend of soft-core pornography turning into hard core pornography? Beware...Remain the master of your tv!

-- from ``Imhoff Avenue Messenger of Truth,'' February 1982
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