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Because We Were Baptized

Introduction

A.
The Scriptures plainly teach that:

1.
In baptism the penitent believer receives remission of sins.  (Acts 2:38)
2. In baptism the penitent believer finds a new life in Christ.

Rom.6:4 Therefore we have been buried with Him through baptism into death, in order that as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, so we too might walk in newness of life.

Gal.3:27 For all of you who were baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ.

2 Cor.5:17 Therefore if any man is in Christ, he is a new creature; the old things passed away; behold, new things have come.

B.
So, baptism is essential to salvation; stands between a death to sin, and new life in Christ.

C.
But of what value is baptism to those who have already been baptized?

1.
Baptism must have an essential relationship to the behavior of Christians, because the inspired writers of the n.t. epistles taught Christians to be faithful to duty because they have been baptized.

D.
Let us notice some things that we, as Christians, should be and do because we have been baptized.

I. EVERY CHRISTIAN SHOULD WALK IN NEWNESS OF LIFE

BECAUSE HE HAS BEEN BAPTIZED

A.
A new relationship with Christ begins at baptism. Rom.6:12-13
Therefore do not let sin reign in your mortal body that you should obey its lusts, and do not go on presenting the members of your body to sin as instruments of unrighteous-ness; but present yourselves to God as those alive from the dead, and your members as instruments of righteousness to God.
Why this? v.3-4 Or do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus have been baptized into His death? Therefore we have been buried with Him through baptism into death, in order that as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, so we too might walk in newness of life.
1. So, Christians should be servants of righteousness, and walk in newness of life, because they have been baptized.

2. You who have been baptized; is there a newness of life? Has there been a transformation of life?
Col.1:13-14 For He delivered us from the domain of darkness, and transferred us to the kingdom of His beloved Son, in whom we have redemption, the for-giveness of sins.

Eph.4:22-24 that, in reference to your former manner of life, you lay aside the old self, which is being corrupted in accordance with the lusts of deceit, and that you be renewed in the spirit of your mind, and put on the new self, which in the likeness of God has been created in righteousness and holiness of the truth.
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B. If you live the same life that you always lived before you were baptized, then your baptism has been to little or to no avail.

1. We cannot be consistent in preaching that baptism is essential for the remission of sins, without preaching that baptism must be followed by an upright, godly and devoted Christian life.

II. THERE SHOULD BE UNITY IN CHRIST

BECAUSE WE HAVE BEEN BAPTIZED

A. Immediately after Paul declared to the Galatian Christians,

"For as many of you as have been baptized into Christ have put on Christ" (Gal. 3:27),

in the very next verse he said, "for you are all one in Christ."
B.
When a penitent believer is baptized he is added to the church, which is Christ's body.

Acts 2:47; Col. 1:18 He is also head of the body, the church; ...

1. There are many members in this body, yet there is but one body

Rom.12:4-5 For just as we have many members in one body and all the members do not have the same function, so we, who are many, are one body in Christ, and individually members one of another.  --  Eph.4:4
2.
Consequently, there should be unity in the body.

C. Because we have been baptized and have arisen to walk in newness of life,

let there be unity among us.

1.
Whenever a congregation allows strife and dissention to enter it,

those in it have forgotten that they have been baptized.

III.
CHRISTIANS SHOULD WORSHIP GOD

BECAUSE THEY HAVE BEEN BAPTIZED

A. When 3000 were baptized into the church on Pentecost, Luke, the divine historian, reports that "they continued steadfastly in the apostles! doctrine and fellowship, and in breaking bread, and in prayers." (Acts 2:42)
1.
This was only natural -- Christian worship is only for those who have been baptized.

2.
Worship is not acceptable to the Lord from those who are not Christians.

(Matt.7:21; Luke 6:46 "Why do you call me 'Lord,Lord,' and do not do what I say?")
a. A person who has not believed on the Lord, has not repented of his sins, and has not been baptized into Christ, has not begun to do His will –the will of the Father.

b. Only those who are "born again" (John. 3:3), who are "born of water and of the Spirit" (John 3:5), are in the kingdom.

c. Therefore an un-baptized person has no right to say, "My Father, who art in heaven,

because God has no children outside His family.
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3.
Also the Lord's Table is in His kingdom, Luke 22:29-30.

and just as My Father has granted Me a kingdom, I grant you that you may eat and drink at My table in My kingdom, and you will sit on thrones judging the twelve tribes of Israel.

a. Only those who are "born again," only those who are God's children may eat at the Lord's table.

B. How, then, can a baptized person, a Christian, afford to neglect this worship? (Heb.10:25)

IV. CHRISTIANS SHOULD HAVE REGULAR AND SYSTEMATIC BIBLE STUDY BECAUSE THEY HAVE BEEN BAPTIZED (Matt.28:19-20)

Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost: Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you: and, lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end of the world. Amen
A. After baptism we have not learned all there is to learn about God's word, nor have we accomplished all there is to accomplish in the service of the Lord.

1.
After baptism, the new birth is completed, and we become new creatures in Christ (Gal.3:27; 2 Cor.5:l7 Introduction)

2.
Therefore....1 Pet.2:2 like newborn babes,

long for the pure milk of the word, that by it you may grow in respect to salvation,

B. Paul offers a reason in Heb.5:12-14 why we have so many babies and weaklings
among those who have been baptized.
(For though by this time you ought to be teachers, you have need again for someone to teach you the elementary principles of the oracles of God, and you have come to need milk and not solid food. For everyone who partakes only of milk is not accustomed to the word of righteousness, for he is a babe. But solid food is for the mature, who because of practice have their senses trained to discern good and evil.)

1.
If we fail to feed a baby physically it will soon die physically.

2.
Could any less be true spiritually?

3.
How much time do you spend each day feeding the physical man? the spiritual man? (Matt.4:4 man shall not live.....)

C. Every church should have necessary arrangements for a well-rounded teaching program to teach those who have been baptized.

1.
Much good may be accomplished by well-taught converts. Apollos, Acts 18:24-28

24¶ Now a certain Jew named Apollos, an Alexandrian by birth, an eloquent man, came to Ephesus; and he was mighty in the Scriptures. 25This man had been instructed in the way of the Lord; and being fervent in spirit, he was speaking and teaching accurately the things concerning Jesus, being acquainted only with the baptism of John; 26and he began to speak out boldly in the synagogue. But when Priscilla and Aquila heard him, they took him aside and explained to him the way of God more accurately. 27And when he wanted to go across to Achaia, the brethren encouraged him and wrote to the disciples to welcome him; and when he had arrived, he helped greatly those who had believed through grace; 28for he powerfully refuted the Jews in public, demonstrating by the Scriptures that Jesus was the Christ.
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V. CHRISTIANS SHOULD SEEK THOSE THINGS THAT ARE ABOVE

BECAUSE THEY HAVE BEEN BAPTIZED Rom.6:1-4; Col.3:1-3
A. Jesus loved the church and "gave Himself for it." (Eph.5:25) Why? Paul gives two reasons:

1.
"That he might sanctify and cleanse it with the washing of water by the word." (v.26)

2.
"That he night present it to himself a glorious church, not having spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing; but that it should be holy and without blemish." (v. 27)

B.
Baptism is the consummating act in conversion.

1.
It is the door through which we pass out of the kingdom of darkness into the kingdom of God's dear Son.

2.
So, when we pass through it we should fix our choice and seal our vow to follow and be wholly possessed by Christ.

3.
We must not renounce our choice, or break our vow, or become traitors to the leadership of Christ.

4. Why? Because we were baptized.

CONCLUSION Have you been baptized?

1. If so, may you so walk as a Christian so as to receive at last the crown of life at the Father's right hand.

2. If not, will you upon your sincere faith, be moved to repent earnestly of all your sins, and upon a noble confession of the sweet name of the Savior, be baptized for the remission of sins?

3. Then be faithful to the Lord until your journey of life is ended, and you will be received at last in the "city that has foundations, whose builder and maker is God." (see Rev.21)
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