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ver·nal (vûr“n…l) adj. 1. Of, relating to, or occurring in the spring. 2. Characteristic of or resembling spring.

3. Fresh and young; youthful. --ver“nal·ly adv.

zeph·yr (zµf“…r) n. 1. The west wind. 2. A gentle breeze. 3. Any of various soft, light fabrics, yarns, or garments. 

4. Something that is airy, insubstantial, or passing.

Beulah Land

TEXT: Isaiah 62:1-4
1For Zion's sake I will not keep silent, And for Jerusalem's sake I will not keep quiet, Until her righteousness goes forth like brightness, And her salvation like a torch that is burning. 2And the nations will see your righteousness, And all kings your glory; And you will be called by a new name, Which the mouth of the Lord will designate. 3You will also be a crown of beauty in the hand of the Lord, And a royal diadem in the hand of your God. 4It will no longer be said to you, "Forsaken," Nor to your land will it any longer be said, "Desolate"; But you will be called, "My delight is in her," And your land, "Married"; For the Lord delights in you, And to Him your land will be married.


For Zion's sake will I not hold my peace,

“Nearly all the more recent commentators regard the prophet himself as speaking here.  Having given himself up to praying to Jehovah and preaching to the people, he will not rest or hold his peace till the salvation, which has begun to be realized, has been brought fully out to the light of day. It is, however, really Jehovah who commences thus:” Keil - Delitzsch [K-D]
and for Jerusalem's sake I will not rest, until the righteousness thereof go forth as brightness,

From the shade to the brightness of sunlight, “nogah, the light which bursts through the night...” [K-D]
and the salvation thereof as a lamp that burneth.

 “...like a nightly torch, which sets fire to its own material, and everything that comes near it.” [K-D]
2 And the Gentiles shall see thy righteousness, and all kings thy glory: and thou shalt be called by a new name, which the mouth of the Lord shall name.  3 Thou shalt also be a crown of glory in the hand of the Lord,

“Zion is not the ancient crown which the Eternal wears upon His head, but the crown wrought out in time, which He holds in His hand,...” [K-D]
and a royal diadem in the hand of thy God.

“What the ‘diadem’ of the Jews was we know not. That of other nations of antiquity was a fillet of silk, two inches broad, bound round the head and tied behind. ...” [Peloubet’s Bible Dictionary]

4 Thou shalt no more be termed Forsaken; neither shall thy land any more be termed Desolate: but thou shalt be called Hephzi-bah (“My delight is in her”), and thy land Beulah: for the Lord delighteth in thee, and thy land shall be married.  5 For as a young man marrieth a virgin, so shall thy sons marry thee; and as the bridegroom rejoiceth over the bride, so shall thy God rejoice over thee.  {“...the sons of Zion marry the land, that is, become intimately related to it. ... The emphasis here is the joyous intimate relationship between the sons of Zion, who are Jehovah’s people, and the land, which is His holy mountain...  As a young man marries a virgin and dedicates himself to protecting and caring for her honor, so the sons of Zion dedicate themselves to the honor of Jehovah’s land and people--His kingdom. The relationship will be pure and chaste. ...”} [A Commentary On Isaiah by Homer Hailey]
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Introduction
1.
Though the church is a New Testament order, there are many beautiful likenesses of the church in the Old Testament.

2.
One of those is found in this text and in the song we sing, "Beulah Land."

3.
The word Beulah means "married."  In this passage it was used to express the future prosperity of the 
people of God.

4.
We will attempt to apply the passage correctly to the church today.  The study begins with someone pledging not to "keep silent" for Zion's sake nor to rest for Jerusalem's sake "until her righteousness goes 
forth like brightness and her salvation like a torch that is burning."

a. Not sure whether this is Isaiah or the “Suffering Servant” or God speaking -- it makes little difference.

b. It is a lesson for all who are concerned about God's purposes for the world.
I.
ISRAEL THE BRIDE OF GOD
A. Had become unfaithful -- Hence called "forsaken" and "desolate."
Deut.28:15 But it shall come to pass, if thou wilt not hearken unto the voice of Jehovah thy God, to observe to do all his command-ments and his statutes which I command thee this day, that all these curses shall come upon thee, and overtake thee.
2 Chron.15:2 and he went out to meet Asa, and said unto him, Hear ye me, Asa, and all Judah and Benjamin: Jehovah is with you, while ye are with him; and if ye seek him, he will be found of you; but if ye forsake him, he will forsake you.

B. Israel's rejection -- Her infidelity (Jeremiah 3:20).Surely as a wife treacherously departeth from her husband, so have ye dealt treacherously with me, O house of Israel, saith the Lord.

Isa.51:19-20 These two things are befallen thee, who shall bemoan thee? {“That is, who will comfort you or be sorry for you?  The word translated bemoan means ‘to move to and fro’; it is used of the movement of the head when one falls asleep or nods sympa-thetically.} [Homer Hailey] desolation and destruction, {to the land} [ibid] and the famine and the sword; {to the people} [ibid] how shall I comfort thee? {“The question ... is variously translated and interpreted by expositors.  But since there are none to bemoan her, the thought seems to be, ‘Only I, Jehovah, can comfort thee, and I will do so.’”} [ibid]
Thy sons have fainted, they lie at the head of all the streets, as an antelope in a net; they are full of the wrath of Jehovah, the rebuke of thy God.   {“The prophet now presents a more graphic description of the cup of wrath that has left Jerusalem in ruins.  Like an antelope entangled in a net, her sons are helpless, having fainted.  The meaning of the clause they lie at the head of all the streets is uncertain.  It could suggest that they perished trying to defend the city at various sites where roads enter into it, or it could mean that they perished there trying to flee. ... In any case, they were draining the cup of Jehovah’s wrath, imbibing to the fullest the fury of His judgment.”} [ibid] But just for a short time!  54:7 For a small moment have I forsaken thee; but with great mercies will I gather thee. 
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C. But the prophet sees the time when the name will be changed to "My delight," & "Married."

D. The change in names is God's favor to them.

1.  Not due to human improvement.

2.  As a husband, God promises His protection and concern.
II. THE CHURCH IS THE BRIDE OF CHRIST
A.
Numerous references to this.
Ephesians 5:23-25 ...Christ also is the head of the church, being himself the saviour of the body. ... the church is subject to Christ,  ... Christ also loved the church, and gave himself up for it;
2 Cor.11:1-3 I wish that you would bear with me in a little foolishness; but indeed you are bearing with me. For I am jealous for you with a godly jealousy; for I betrothed you to one husband, that to Christ I might present you as a pure virgin. But I am afraid, lest as the serpent deceived Eve by his craftiness, your minds should be led astray from the simplicity and purity of devotion to Christ.
Revelation 21:1-2 And I saw a new heaven and a new earth: for the first heaven and the first earth are passed away; and the sea is no more. And I saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven of God, made ready as a bride adorned for her husband.

B.
The church fell away (2 Thessalonians 2:1-12).

1Now we request you, brethren, with regard to the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, and our gathering together to Him, 2that you may not be quickly shaken from your composure or be disturbed either by a spirit or a message or a letter as if from us, to the effect that the day of the Lord has come. 3Let no one in any way deceive you, for it will not come unless the apostasy comes first, and the man of lawlessness is revealed, the son of destruction, 4who opposes and exalts himself above every so-called god or object of worship, so that he takes his seat in the temple of God, displaying himself as being God. 5Do you not remember that while I was still with you, I was telling you these things? 6And you know what restrains him now, so that in his time he may be revealed. 7For the mystery of lawlessness is already at work; only he who now restrains will do so until he is taken out of the way. 8And then that lawless one will be revealed whom the Lord will slay with the breath of His mouth and bring to an end by the appearance of His coming; 9that is, the one whose coming is in accord with the activity of Satan, with all power and signs and false wonders, 10and with all the deception of wickedness for those who perish, because they did not receive the love of the truth so as to be saved. 11And for this reason God will send upon them a deluding influence so that they might believe what is false, 12in order that they all may be judged who did not believe the truth, but took pleasure in wickedness.
1.
Only by obtaining God's favor can she be "Beulah Land."

2.
Favor is obtained with God by being faithful to His will 2 Corinthians 6:14-18
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14Do not be bound together with unbelievers; for what partnership have righteousness and lawlessness, or what fellowship has light with darkness? 15Or what harmony has Christ with Belial, or what has a believer in common with an unbeliever? 16Or what agreement has the temple of God with idols? For we are the temple of the living God; just as God said, "I will dwell in them and walk among them; and i will be their god, and they shall be my people. 17"Therefore, come out from their midst and be separate," says the Lord. "and do not touch what is unclean; And I will welcome you. 18"And I will be a father to you, And you shall be sons and daughters to Me," Says the Lord Almighty.


C. The church is to hold forth the word — make the darkness of the world disappear — Phil.2:12-14
So then, my beloved, just as you have always obeyed, not as in my presence only, but now much more in my absence, work out your salvation with fear and trembling; for it is God who is at work in you, both to will and to work for His good pleasure. Do all things without grumbling or disputing;
III. A NEW NAME

A.
The new name -- a New relationship.

1. Like the new song Isaiah 42:10 Sing unto the Lord a new song, and his praise from the end of the earth, ye that go down to the sea, and all that is therein; the isles, and the inhabitants thereof designates the change from the Old to the New from the Old Covenant to the New.
2. A name given by the mouth of the Lord. Isaiah 62:2 And the Gentiles shall see thy righteous-ness, and all kings thy glory: and thou shalt be called by a new name, which the mouth of the Lord shall name.


3.
The time when it would be given:



a.
When "the Gentiles (nations) see God's righteousness.



b.
When "All (not some) kings see His glory."

4. Someone once observed, "Kings normally ignore all rank other than their own -- but in this case, the glory of God will be so great and powerful they will be forced to acknowledge it.”

B.
The name given in the New Testament is Christian.


1.
Given by the mouth of God Acts 11:26 ...the disciples were called Christians first in Antioch.
2. The "were called" is not the verb for a normal giving of a name to someone -- rather it is the word used to signify a divine calling.
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IV. THE GREAT BLESSING OF IT ALL

A.
The picture presents the church as a "crown of beauty in the hand of Jehovah" (Isaiah 62:3)


1.
This is intended to set forth the greatest beauty on this earth.


2.
It pictures God displaying His most exquisite handiwork.

B. It is a royal diadem – Suggesting, in addition to the beauty of it, there is the royalty bestowed on every child of God who is a part of the royal family

Revelation 1:5-6 and from Jesus Christ, who is the faithful witness, the firstborn of the dead, and the ruler of the kings of the earth. Unto him that loveth us, and loosed us from our sins by his blood;  6  and he made us to be a kingdom, to be priests unto his God and Father; to him be the glory and the dominion for ever and ever. Amen.
1 Peter 2:9 But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for God's own possession, that you may proclaim the excellencies of Him who has called you out of darkness into His marvelous light;

C.
The church fits this picture perfectly Ephesians 3:10
to the intent that now unto the principalities and the powers in the heavenly places might be made known through the church the manifold wisdom of God,
Conclusion:
1.
The beauty of Beulah land is open to all who will obey Christ and be saved
Romans 6:3-5 Or are ye ignorant that all we who were baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? We were buried therefore with him through baptism unto death: that like as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, so we also might walk in newness of life. For if we have become united with him in the likeness of his death, we shall be also in the likeness of his resurrection;
7:3-4 So then if, while her husband is living, she is joined to another man, she shall be called an adulteress; but if her husband dies, she is free from the law, so that she is not an adulteress, though she is joined to another man. Therefore, my brethren, you also were made to die to the Law through the body of Christ, that you might be joined to another, to Him who was raised from the dead, that we might bear fruit for God.
"United" is a term associated with the marriage union.
2.
Remember -- the bride of Christ is His glory. (Proverb 12:4a ).

3.
 Paul spoke of early churches in this way

Philippians 4:1 Wherefore, my brethren beloved and longed for, my joy and crown, so stand fast in the Lord, my beloved.
1 Thessalonians 2:19 For what is our hope, or joy, or crown of glorying? Are not even ye, before our Lord Jesus at his coming?
4.
Each of us should have as first order of business, the sentiment set forth in verse one of this text -- neither be silent nor rest until salvation is accomplished.
   Zion -- the City           NEW NAME      
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The Land
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