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CAN WE SEE THE BIBLE ALIKE?

1 Cor.1:10

Now I exhort you, brethren, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that you all agree, and there be no divisions among you, but you be made complete in the same mind and in the same judgment.

INTRODUCTION

1. Many people today have the idea that each one of us can interpret the Bible as we see it; that everyone can put a different interpretation on it and still each of us be right.

2. We are going to try and answer the question, "Can we see the Bible alike?"
I. PART OF IT WE CANNOT SEE AT ALL!

A. There are many mysteries in the Bible, just as there are many mysteries in nature, but we can understand our part in both.

B. We should not try to understand what is unrevealed. Deut.29:29 “The secret things belong to the lord our God, but the things revealed belong to us and to our sons forever, that we may observe all the words of this law.

1. When is Christ coming again? (We know He is coming, Acts 1:11)
2. What and Where is Hell? (We know it is darkness and fire.)
3. What and Where is Heaven? (We know it is wonderful & desire to go there!)
C. We do not need to understand God's part in anything!
1. Rain will continue to fall whether we understand all there is to know about it or not.

2. The earth will continue to revolve; Gravity will continue to hold us onto this spinning ball -- whether we knew all there is to know about it or not.

D. We can understand our part!

1. The rain falls and we cultivate the ground.

2 Cor.11:3 But I am afraid, lest as the serpent deceived Eve by his craftiness, your minds should be led astray from the simplicity and purity of devotion to Christ.

Eph.3:1-5 For this reason I, Paul, the prisoner of Christ Jesus for the sake of you Gentiles—if indeed you have heard
of the stewardship of God’s grace which was given to me for you; that by revelation there was made known to me the mystery, as I wrote before in brief. And by referring to this, when you read you can understand my insight into the mystery of Christ, which in other generations was not made known to the sons of men, as it has now been revealed to His holy apostles and prophets in the Spirit;
a. We can understand if we don't do as the Jews while Christ was here upon the earth! Matt.13:14-17 Next Page
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Matt.13:14-17 “And in their case the prophecy of Isaiah is being fulfilled, which says, ‘you will keep on hearing, but will not understand; and you will keep on seeing, but will not perceive; for the heart of this people has become dull, and with their ears they scarcely hear, and they have closed their eyes lest they should see with their eyes, and hear with their ears, and understand with their heart and return, and i should heal them.’ “But blessed are your eyes, because they see; and your ears, because they hear. “For truly I say to you, that many prophets and righteous men desired to see what you see, and did not see it; and to hear what you hear, and did not hear it."
E. We will have to study it; God will not endow us with miraculous knowledge.

Isa.34:16 Seek from the book of the LORD, and read: ...

2 Tim.2:15 Be diligent (study kjv) to present yourself approved to God as a workman who does not need to be ashamed, handling accurately (rightly dividing kjv) the word of truth.

II. WE EITHER CAN OR CANNOT SEE IT ALIKE (if we see it at all)

A. If we see it at all, we must see it alike for there is only one way to see it!

1. Just as sure as mathematics. 2+2=4 -- If we see this any other way, it is because we have not studied math!

2. Just as sure as time, Naval Observatory.

B. They saw it alike in n.t. times.

1. 3000 on the day of Pentecost, Acts 2
Acts 4:32 And the congregation of those who believed were of one heart and soul; and not one of them claimed that anything belonging to him was his own; but all things were common property to them.

C. We are commanded to see it alike!

Rom.12:16 Be of the same mind toward one another; do not be haughty in mind, but associate with the lowly. Do not be wise in your own estimation.

Phil.2:2 make my joy complete by being of the same mind, maintaining the same love, united in spirit, intent on one purpose.

1. Paul exhorts us to obey this command, 1 Cor.1:10 (text)
D. Jesus prayed that we would be one, John 17:20-22

“I do not ask in behalf of these alone, but for those also who believe in Me through their word; that they may all be one; even as Thou, Father, art in Me, and I in Thee,
that they also may be in Us; that the world may believe that Thou didst send Me. And the glory which Thou hast given Me I have given to them; that they may be one, just as We are one;"

E. Christ is not divided (1 Cor.1:10-13); Neither is the Spirit, Eph.4:3-4 being diligent to preserve the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. …
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III. IF WE CANNOT UNDERSTAND IT, THEN EXPLAIN:

A. Why did He want it preached? Could we be condemned for not believing if we could not understand it?

B. Could we be condemned for perverting this Gospel? Or for preaching another? Gal.1:6-9

I am amazed that you are so quickly deserting Him who called you by the grace of Christ, for a different gospel; which is really not another; only there are some who are disturbing you, and want to distort the gospel of Christ. But even though we, or an angel from heaven, should preach to you a gospel contrary to that which we have preached to you, let him be accursed. As we have said before, so I say again now, if any man is preaching to you a gospel contrary to that which you received, let him be accursed.

C. If we say Jesus could but would not, we impeach His character; if we say He could not, we impeach His knowledge! Col.2:3 in whom are hidden all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge.

IV. BUT WE DO SEE IT ALIKE!!
A. God appeared to Moses in a burning bush. Exodus 3:2-4 (We agree on this!)

And the angel of the LORD appeared to him in a blazing fire from the midst of a bush; and he looked, and behold, the bush was burning with fire, yet the bush was not consumed. So Moses said, “I must turn aside now, and see this marvelous sight, why the bush is not burned up.” When the lord saw that he turned aside to look, God called to him from the midst of the bush, and said, “Moses, Moses!” And he said, “Here I am.”

1. What kind of bush? This is where we might not see it alike; this is where we differ.
B. Nicodemus came to Jesus by night. John 3:1-2 (We agree on this!)

Now there was a man of the Pharisees, named Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews; this man came to Him by night, and said to Him, “Rabbi, we know that You have come from God as a teacher; for no one can do these signs that You do unless God is with him.”
1. Why did he come by night? We may differ over this.
C. We all agree that the Bible contains everything necessary to our salvation.

2 Tim.3:16-17 All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness: That the man of God may be perfect, thoroughly furnished unto all good works.
2 Peter 1:3 seeing that His divine power has granted to us everything pertaining to life and godliness, through the true knowledge of Him who called us by His own glory and excellence.

a. We differ over human creeds!
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D. We all agree that immersion is baptism

Rom.6:3-4 Know ye not, that so many of us as were baptized into Jesus Christ were baptized into his death? Therefore we are buried with him by baptism into death: that like as Christ was raised up from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life.

Col.2:12 having been buried with Him in baptism, in which you were also raised up with Him through faith in the working of God, who raised Him from the dead.

Acts 8:38-39 (Example of the Eunuch.) And he commanded the chariot to stand still: and they went down both into the water, both Philip and the eunuch; and he baptized him. And when they were come up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord caught away Philip, that the eunuch saw him no more: and he went on his way rejoicing.
a. We do not agree that sprinkling or pouring is baptism!

E. We all agree that a penitent believer is a proper subject for baptism.

Matt.28:19 Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing... ~ Acts 2:38

a. Disagree to baptizing babies, since Bible is silent concerning this.

F. Everyone knows that it is right to have singing in the worship services.

Eph.5:19 Speaking to yourselves in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and making melody in your heart to the Lord;

Col.3:16 Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom; teaching and admonishing one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with grace in your hearts to the Lord.

a. Disagree on Instruments.

G. All agree that it is right to wear the name Christian.

Acts 11:26; 1 Pet.4:16

a. We are not agreed on human names; Bible teaches against this (1 Cor.1:10f).

III. WHY THEN DO WE NOT SEE IT ALIKE?

A. Why did Israel want a King? 1 Sam.8:1-9
And it came about when Samuel was old that he appointed his sons judges over Israel. Now the name of his first-born was Joel, and the name of his second, Abijah; they were judging in Beersheba. His sons, however, did not walk in his ways, but turned aside after dishonest gain and took bribes and perverted justice. Then all the elders of Israel gathered together and came to Samuel at Ramah; and they said to him, “Behold, you have grown old, and your sons do not walk in your ways. Now appoint a king for us to judge us like all the nations.” But the thing was displeasing in the sight of Samuel when they said, “Give us a king to judge us.” And Samuel prayed to the lord. And the lord said to Samuel, “Listen to the voice of the people in regard to all that they say to you, for they have not rejected you, but they have rejected Me from being king over them. Like all the deeds which they have done since the day that I brought them up from Egypt even to this day—in that they have forsaken Me and served other gods—so they are doing to you also. Now then, listen to their voice; however, you shall solemnly warn them and tell them of the procedure of the king who will reign over them.”  8:19-20 Nevertheless, the people refused to listen to the voice of Samuel, and they said, “No, but there shall be a king over us, that we also may be like all the nations, that our king may judge us and go out before us and fight our battles."

Page Five                                              CAN WE SEE THE BIBLE ALIKE?                                                       S 74C
B. Judges 21:25  In those days there was no king in Israel; everyone did what was right in his own eyes.
C. Some man writes a creed. Another believes and obeys this creed. It makes him a Methodist, Lutheran, Baptist, Catholic, etc.

1. To obey the Bible only, makes one a Christian only.

D. They do not have a love for the truth. 2 Thess.2:8-12 rsv

And then the lawless one will be revealed, whom the Lord Jesus will destroy with the breath of his mouth, annihilating him by the manifestation of his coming. The coming of the lawless one is apparent in the working of Satan, who uses all power, signs, lying wonders, and every kind of wicked deception for those who are perishing, because they refused to love the truth and so be saved. For this reason God sends them a powerful delusion, leading them to believe what is false, so that all who have not believed the truth but took pleasure in unrighteousness will be condemned.

E. People do not want to hear the truth and have preached what they want to hear. 2 Tim.4:1-4

I solemnly charge you in the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who is to judge the living and the dead, and by His appearing and His kingdom: preach the word; be ready in season and out of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort, with great patience and instruction. For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine; but wanting to have their ears tickled, they will accumulate for themselves teachers in accordance to their own desires; and will turn away their ears from the truth, and will turn aside to myths.

VI. HOW MAY WE ALL BE ONE?

A. Speak as the oracles of God.
1 Pet.4:11 Whoever speaks, let him speak, as it were, the utterances of God; whoever serves, let him do so as by the strength which God supplies; so that in all things God may be glorified through Jesus Christ, to whom belongs the glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen.

Acts 20:26-27 “Therefore I testify to you this day, that I am innocent of the blood of all men. For I did not shrink from declaring to you the whole purpose of God."
B. Do not add to nor take away from the Word of God.

1 Cor.4:6 Now these things, brethren, I have figuratively applied to myself and Apollos for your sakes, that in us you might learn not to exceed what is written, in order that no one of you might become arrogant in behalf of one against the other.

2 John 9 Whosoever transgresseth, and abideth not in the doctrine of Christ, hath not God. He that abideth in the doctrine of Christ, he hath both the Father and the Son.

Deut.12:32 “Whatever I command you, you shall be careful to do; you shall not add to nor take away from it."
Rev.22:18-19 I testify to everyone who hears the words of the prophecy of this book: if anyone adds to them, God shall add to him the plagues which are written in this book; and if anyone takes away from the words of the book of this prophecy, God shall take away his part from the tree of life and from the holy city, which are written in this book.
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VII. THE INCONSISTENCY OF NOT SEEING IT ALIKE

A. In most communities there are a number of different churches. The preacher of one church teaches
1. Faith Only for salvation while across town another preacher says that obedience is necessary.

2. Another preacher says immersion is baptism while his neighbor says sprinkling is also baptism.

3. Here is one teaching infants are to be baptized while another teaches that the candidate for baptism is a penitent believer.

4. This one over here also teaches the impossibility of apostasy while another teaches that one may apostatize.

FOLKS SEEM TO THINK THIS ARRANGEMENT IS OKAY!
B. But then a church hires a preacher to hold a meeting and the first night he preaches that salvation is by faith alone; the next night he teaches that we must obey. What would you think?

C. Then he preaches that only immersion is baptism and the next night he says sprinkling or pouring is okay. Again, what would you think?

D. Then infants ought to be baptized; then only penitent believers should be baptized.

E. The impossibility of apostasy; then he says one can apostatize.

F. What is the difference if one preacher preaches conflicting doctrines or if religious groups professing to be Christ's followers preach inconsistent doctrines?

Accept only what the Bible Teaches!

INVITATION
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