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A CHRISTIAN

Acts 26:28

And Agrippa replied to Paul, “In a short time you will persuade me to become a Christian.”

INTRODUCTION

A. A name given to disciples of Christ Acts 11:26 the disciples were first called Christians in Antioch.
B. One of which we should feel no shame 1 Peter 4:16

but if anyone suffers as a Christian, let him not feel ashamed, but in that name let him glorify God.

C. Must mean something or Agrippa would not have been almost persuaded.

I. WHAT IS IT TO BE A CHRISTIAN?
A. In Faith - a Believer in Christ

John 20:30-31 Many other signs therefore Jesus also performed in the presence of the disciples, which are not written in this book; but these have been written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God; and that believing you may have life in His name.

Acts 16:31 And they said, “Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you shall be saved, you and your household.”

B. In Relationship - a Child of God

John 1:12 But as many as received Him, to them He gave the right to become children of God, even to those who believe in His name,

Gal 3:26-27 For you are all sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus. For all of you who were baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ.
C. In communion - a Friend of God

John 15:14 “You are My friends, if you do what I command you."
James 4:4 You adulteresses, do you not know that friendship with the world is hostility toward God?

Therefore whoever wishes to be a friend of the world makes himself an enemy of God.
A friend of Jesus is a friend of Jesus’ friends. Brethren get along together. Phil.2:1-8

If you've gotten anything at all out of following Christ, if his love has made any difference in your life, if being in a community of the Spirit means anything to you, if you have a heart, if you care— [2]then do me a favor: Agree with each other, love each other, be deep-spirited friends. [3]Don't push your way to the front; don't sweet-talk your way to the top. Put yourself aside, and help others get ahead. [4]Don't be obsessed with getting your own advantage. Forget yourselves long enough to lend a helping hand. 

    [5]Think of yourselves the way Christ Jesus thought of himself. [6]He had equal status with God but didn't think so much of himself that he had to cling to the advantages of that status no matter what. [7]Not at all. When the time came, he set aside the privileges of deity and took on the status of a slave, became human! [8]Having become human, he stayed human. It was an incredibly humbling process. He didn't claim special privileges. Instead, he lived a selfless, obedient life and then died a selfless, obedient death—and the worst kind of death at that: a crucifixion. (the message)

D. In Character - a Saint 1 Cor.1:2 to the church of God which is at Corinth, to those who have been sanctified in Christ Jesus, saints by calling, ...
E. In conflict - A soldier 2 Tim 2:3-4 Suffer hardship with me, as a good soldier of Christ Jesus. No soldier in active service entangles himself in the affairs of everyday life, so that he may please the one who enlisted him as a soldier.
Eph.6:10-20 Our battle and our Armor {next page}
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Eph 6:10-20 10Finally, be strong in the Lord and in the strength of His might. 11Put on the full armor of God, so that you will be able to stand firm against the schemes of the devil. 12For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the powers, against the world forces of this darkness, against the spiritual forces of wickedness in the heavenly places. 13Therefore, take up the full armor of God, so that you will be able to resist in the evil day, and having done everything, to stand firm. 14Stand firm therefore, having girded your loins with truth, and having put on the breastplate of righteousness, 15and having shod your feet with the preparation of the gospel of peace; 16in addition to all, taking up the shield of faith with which you will be able to extinguish all the flaming arrows of the evil one. 17And take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God. 18With all prayer and petition pray at all times in the Spirit, and with this in view, be on the alert with all perseverance and petition for all the saints, 19and pray on my behalf, that utterance may be given to me in the opening of my mouth, to make known with boldness the mystery of the gospel, 20for which I am an ambassador in chains; that in proclaiming it I may speak boldly, as I ought to speak.

F. In this World - a Pilgrim and Stranger

1 Pet.1:17 ... conduct yourselves in fear during the time of your stay upon earth;
1 Pet.2:11 Beloved, I urge you as aliens and strangers to abstain from fleshly lusts, which wage war against the soul. 

G. In Obligation - a Follower of Christ

Matt.10:37-39 “He who loves father or mother more than Me is not worthy of Me; and he who loves son or daughter more than Me is not worthy of Me. And he who does not take his cross and follow after Me is not worthy of Me. He who has found his life shall lose it, and he who has lost his life for My sake shall find it."
1 Pet.2:21 For you have been called for this purpose, since Christ also suffered for you, leaving you an example for you to follow in His steps,

1 Cor.11:1 "Be imitators of me, just as I also am of Christ."

1. How to follow Him? By doing as He did.

a. Do not Revile and do not Threaten!

1 Pet.2:23 and while being reviled, He did not revile in return; while suffering, He uttered no threats, but kept entrusting Himself to Him who judges righteously;

Rom.12:17-21 Never pay back evil for evil to anyone. Respect what is right in the sight of all men. If possible, so far as it depends on you, be at peace with all men. Never take your own revenge, beloved, but leave room for the wrath of God, for it is written, “vengeance is mine, i will repay,” says the Lord. “but if your enemy is hungry, feed him, and if he is thirsty, give him a drink; for in so doing you will heap burning coals upon his head.” Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good.

b. Forgive.

Luke 23:34 But Jesus was saying, “Father, forgive them; for they do not know what they are doing.”...
Matt.6:14-15 “For if you forgive men for their transgressions, your heavenly Father will also forgive you. But if you do not forgive men, then your Father will not forgive your transgressions."
c. Be about God's business.

Luke 2:49 kjv - "I must be about my Father's business"

Matt.25:14-20 Parable of the Talents.
-- 2 --
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d. Do God's Will.

Heb.10:7 “then i said, ‘behold, i have come (in the roll of the book it is written of me) to do thy will, o god.’”

Luke 22:42 ... “Father, if Thou art willing, remove this cup from Me; yet not My will, but Thine be done.”

Matt.7:21 “Not everyone who says to Me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the kingdom of heaven; but he who does the will of My Father who is in heaven.

1. (Prayerful; student of Bible; attend all services; care for poor; give as prospered; etc.)
II. WHAT DOES IT COST TO BE A CHRISTIAN?
A. Always count the cost of an undertaking! (Luke 14:17-33 - Build tower--first, figure cost; King goes to battle-=first take counsel to see if strong enough)
B. It Cost Jesus His Life! Matt.20:28 "...the Son of man came ... to give His life a ransom for many."
C. It Cost God His Son! John 3:16
D. It Costs Us:

1. Forsaking of all.

Luke 14:33 “So therefore, no one of you can be My disciple who does not give up all his own possessions.

Matt.10:37ff {used under "Obligation"} “He who loves father or mother more than Me is not worthy of Me; and he who loves son or daughter more than Me is not worthy of Me."

2. Self-denial.Matt.6:24 Then Jesus said to His disciples, “If anyone wishes to come after Me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow Me.

3. A life of sacrifice.

Rom.12:1-2 I urge you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies a living and holy sacrifice, acceptable to God, which is your spiritual service of worship. And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, that you may prove what the will of God is, that which is good and acceptable and perfect.
4. A life of Work.

Gal.5:6 ...faith working through love.

Gal.2:12 ....work out your own salvation with fear and trembling;

5. A life of suffering.

2 Tim.3:12 And indeed, all who desire to live godly in Christ Jesus will be persecuted.

1 Pet.4:16 but if anyone suffers as a Christian, let him not feel ashamed, but in that name let him glorify God.
Matt.5:10-12 “Blessed are those who have been persecuted for the sake of righteousness, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. Blessed are you when men cast insults at you, and persecute you, and say all kinds of evil against you falsely, on account of Me. Rejoice, and be glad, for your reward in heaven is great, for so they persecuted the prophets who were before you.
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III. DOES IT PAY TO BE A CHRISTIAN?
A. Chief consideration of most enterprises undertaken is, Does It Pay?
B. Doesn't pay to remain lost!!

Matt.16:26 “For what will a man be profited, if he gains the whole world, and forfeits his soul? Or what will a man give in exchange for his soul?

C. Devil; sinners; hypocrites; backsliders -- may say it doesn't pay to be a Christian.

D. All Christians, however, agree that It Does Pay!

Matt.5:12 “Rejoice, and be glad, for your reward in heaven is great, for so they persecuted the prophets who were before you."

Rom.8:16-17 The Spirit Himself bears witness with our spirit that we are children of God, and if children, heirs also, heirs of God and fellow heirs with Christ, if indeed we suffer with Him in order that we may also be glorified with Him.
2 Cor.4:17 For momentary, light affliction is producing for us an eternal weight of glory far beyond all comparison,

1 Pet.1:4 to obtain an inheritance which is imperishable and undefiled and will not fade away, reserved in heaven for you,

Rev.21:4 and He shall wipe away every tear from their eyes; and there shall no longer be any death; there shall no longer be any mourning, or crying, or pain; the first things have passed away.”

CONCLUSION
A. Life is brief and uncertain James 4:14 Yet you do not know what your life will be like tomorrow.

You are just a vapor that appears for a little while and then vanishes away.

B. "almost persuaded" will not save (text)
C. Heaven will rejoice over one who fully decides to be a Christian.

Luke 15:7 “I tell you that in the same way, there will be more joy in heaven over one sinner who repents, than over ninety-nine righteous persons who need no repentance. v.10 “In the same way, I tell you, there is joy in the presence of the angels of God over one sinner who repents.”
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