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THE REJECTED CHRIST

TEXT Isa.53:3 He was despised and forsaken of men, A man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief; And like one from whom men hide their face, He was despised, and we did not esteem Him.
INTRODUCTION
1. This language was written concerning Christ. When He came into this world,

He was despised and rejected.

2. God had sent many prophets to His people, the Jews, and many were rejected and killed.

Matt.23:29-36 "Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you build the tombs of the prophets and adorn the monuments of the righteous, (erect memorials and monuments to the prophets) 30and say, 'If we had been living in the days of our fathers, we would not have been partners with them in shedding the blood of the prophets.' 31Consequently you bear witness against yourselves, that you are sons of those who murdered the prophets. 32Fill up then the measure of the guilt of your fathers. (Gen.15:16 …for the iniquity of the Amorites is not yet full.) 33You serpents, you brood of vipers, how shall you escape the sentence of hell? (v.31; 21:41 They said to Him, "He will bring those wretches to a wretched end, and will rent out the vineyard to other vine-growers, who will pay him the proceeds at the [proper] seasons.") 34Therefore, behold, I am sending you prophets (inspired men) and wise men (men whose insight into God’s Word is gained by study) and scribes (learned men who could write and teach); some of them you will kill and crucify, and some of them you will scourge in your synagogues, and persecute from city to city, 35that upon you may fall the guilt of all the righteous blood shed on earth, from the blood of righteous Abel (1st martry) to the blood of Zechariah (last martry), the son of Berechiah, whom you murdered between the temple and the altar. 36Truly I say to you, all these things shall come upon this generation.”
Acts 7:51-52 "You men who are stiff-necked and uncircumcised in heart and ears are always resisting the Holy Spirit; you are doing just as your fathers did. Which one of the prophets did your fathers not persecute? And they killed those who had previously announced the coming of the Righteous One, whose betrayers and murderers you have now become;”
3. Last of all, God sent His Son. Matt.21:37 "But afterward he sent his son to them, saying, 'They will respect my son.'”
a. He, too, was despised, rejected, killed.

4. Jews of old are not the only guilty ones.

a. Gentiles, Greeks, Romans who condemned Him; soldiers who mocked Him and nailed Him to His cross.

b. Many today are treating Him the same way!

c. Let us consider some ways He is rejected today:
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I. HIS NAME IS DESPISED AND REJECTED

A. Given up for Human Names in religion. Men wearing all kinds of names, none found in the Bible! (Methodist, Baptist, Lutheran, Pentecostal, etc.)

B. Some say, “It makes no difference what name you wear – one is as good as another.”
1. nt says name of Christ is above all names! Phil.2:8-9

And being found in appearance as a man, He humbled Himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross. Therefore also God highly exalted Him, and bestowed on Him the name which is above every name,

2. Acts 4:12 "And there is salvation in no one else; for there is no other name under heaven that has been given among men, by which we must be saved."
a. Peter speaking of Christ! Invite you to read preceding verses.

3. We should wear the name Christian – Acts 11:26 … the disciples were first called Christians in Antioch.
1 Pet 4:14-16 If you are reviled for the name of Christ, you are blessed, because the Spirit of glory and of God rests upon you. By no means let any of you suffer as a murderer, or thief, or evildoer, or a troublesome meddler; but if anyone suffers as a Christian, let him not feel ashamed, but in that name let him glorify God.

C. Church, His Bride, should wear His name!

Church of God (Acts 20:28; 1 Cor.1:2; 10:32; 11:22; 15:9; 2 Cor.1:1; Gal.1:13; 1 Tim.3:5)
Church of the first-born (Heb.12:23)
Churches of Christ (Rom.16:16)
II. HIS AUTHORITY IS DESPISED AND REJECTED

A. Christ has all authority. Matt.28:18

1. By virtue of being King, Savior, Head of the church, etc.

2. all must hear Him!

Heb.1:1-2 God, after He spoke long ago to the fathers in the prophets in many portions and in many ways, in these last days has spoken to us in His Son, whom He appointed heir of all things, through whom also He made the world.
Matt.17:4-5 And Peter answered and said to Jesus, "Lord, it is good for us to be here; if You wish, I will make three tabernacles here, one for You, and one for Moses, and one for Elijah." While he was still speaking, behold, a bright cloud overshadowed them; and behold, a voice out of the cloud, saying, "This is My beloved Son, with whom I am well-pleased; listen to Him!"
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B. Many substitute men and other things.

1. Pope, bishop, pastor, Wesley, Calvin, Luther, Campbell, Jim Jones, David Keresh, etc.

2. Human creeds, disciplines, etc. Conferences, synods and associations.

a. Many brethren accept Abiline Christian College; Highland church; elders; Firm Foundation; Florida College; etc. Or, some big-name preacher.

III. HIS CHURCH REJECTED BY HUMAN CHURCHES

A. Lord promised to build His church Matt.16:18

1. Never promised to build any other!

B. nt authorized only one Eph.1:22-23; 4:4; Col.1:18

1. Never read of denomination (one of many) in nt, only the Lord’s church.

2. Some say one church is as good as another.

a. Possible one man-made church is as good as another!

b. Lord’s church is not man-made.

C. No church (denomination) is as good as the one church Christ purchased with His blood. Acts 20:28
1. Reject this blood-bought institution and you reject the blood of Jesus Christ!

IV. HIS GOSPEL REJECTED FOR HUMAN DOCTRINES AND CREEDS

A. Paul was not ashamed of the Gospel. He knew its power, the saving power of God Rom.1:16

B. When men become ashamed of the gospel, and turn to something more popular, guilty of rejecting Christ!

C. Paul warned of perverters of the Gospel of Christ.

1. We have many perverters today.

2. Pervert means to change, make seem to teach what it does not.

3. Every denomination has different doctrine – all contrary to Gospel.

4. They teach a perverted gospel – cannot save! Paul’s warning in Gal.1:6-9
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I am amazed that you are so quickly deserting Him who called you by the grace of Christ, for a different gospel; which is really not another; only there are some who are disturbing you, and want to distort the gospel of Christ.
But even though we, or an angel from heaven, should preach to you a gospel contrary to that which we have preached to you, let him be accursed. As we have said before, so I say again now, if any man is preaching to you a gospel contrary to that which you received, let him be accursed.

D. Our worship and service is vain if rendered according to some human doctrine. Matt.15:9

1. We had better be sure.

V. HIS PLAN OF WORSHIP REJECTED FOR HUMAN PLANS

A. Acts 2:42 tells plan of early church.

kjv   ¶ And they continued stedfastly in the apostles' doctrine and fellowship, and in breaking of bread, and in prayers.

nasb ¶ And they were continually devoting themselves to the apostles' teaching and to fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer.
rsv   ¶ And they devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching and fellowship, to the breaking of bread and the prayers.
1. Came together on first day to worship (Acts 20:7)

2. Worship was simple and reverent, composed of five acts
Pray, sing, give, teach, Lord’s Supper

B. Men have invented great and colorful systems – spectacular – made substitutions, changes and additions.

1. Leave off Lord’s Supper.

2. Add choirs, instrumental music.

3. Have pie-suppers, shows, etc.

4. Celebrate special days – Easter, Lent, Mother’s Day, Xmas, etc.

a. Worship many places purely a matter of entertainment.

C. Our worship to God must be in spirit and in truth John 4:24.

CONCLUSION: Have you in any of these ways rejected Christ?

Have you rejected Him by refusing to obey Him?

Today is the day of Salvation!
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