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THE SECOND COMING OF CHRIST
Acts 1:9-11
9And when he had said these things, as they were looking on, he was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their sight. 10And while they were gazing into heaven as he went, behold, two men stood by them in white robes, 11and said, "Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking into heaven? This Jesus, who was taken up from you into heaven, will come in the same way as you saw him go into heaven."

INTRODUCTION 

1. On a lonely hill outside a city wall the Son of God meets with His disciples.
Acts 1:12 Then they returned to Jerusalem from the mount called Olivet, which is near Jerusalem, a Sabbath day's journey away.

supposed to be a distance of 2,000 cubits, or less than half-a-mile, the distance to which, according to Jewish tradition, it was allowable to travel on the Sabbath day without violating the law (Acts 1:12: comp. Ex. 16:29: Num. 35:5: Josh. 3:4)
a. It has been forty days since He arose from the dead. He has walked and talked with them.
b. His exile is over, His mission complete. He is ready to return to Heaven.
c. Before their very eyes He is taken up in a cloud, and then... (v.11)
2. The Holy Spirit inspired preachers in the nt to teach others that the King is coming again.
a. Paul (1 Thess.4:16) For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel and with the trumpet of God;
Peter (2 Pet. 3:10) But the day of the Lord will come like a thief, in which the heavens will pass away with a roar and the elements will be destroyed with intense heat, and the earth and its works will be burned up,
James (James 5:7) Be patient, therefore, brethren, until the coming of the Lord. ...
John (1 John 3:2) Beloved, now we are children of God, and it has not appeared as yet what we shall be. We know that, whenever He shall appear, we shall be like Him, because we shall see Him just as He is.

b.
There was a word which was constantly on the lips of those early Christians. It was their salutation and benediction: "MARANATHA" - "Oh, Lord, come!" cf., 1Cor.16:22
If any one does not love the Lord, let him be accursed. Maranatha. (i.e., O [our] Lord come!)
3. The Bible speaks of the FACT, MANNER, TIME, and PURPOSE of His Second Coming.

I. THE FACT OF HIS COMING (John 14:1-3)
1“Do not let your heart be troubled; believe in God, believe also in Me. 2In My Father's house are many dwelling places; if it were not so, I would have told you; for I go to prepare a place for you. 3If I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and receive you to Myself, that where I am, there you may be also.”
A. We are not guessing, theorizing, nor speculating. This we know: Jesus is coming again!
1. The fact of His coming is so easy to be understood we shall not argue it.
B. The teachings of Jesus overflow with the promise of His coming:
1. He tells of a nobleman who goes into a far country, then returns.

2. He relates the incident of the wealthy man who calls his servants and gives them talents commanding: "Trade herewith until I return."

3. In the familiar fourteenth chapter of John, the pledge - "I will come again."

C. We can rely upon the testimony of angels who said He will come again (Acts 1:11 text).
D. In the 260 chapters of the NT, His return is referred to over 300 times (One verse in every twenty-five speaks of His coming).
II. THE MANNER OF HIS COMING
A. He will come in "like manner" (clouds, text; Rev.1:7 note: coming in destruction of Jerusalem and all the tribes of the earth = all the Jewish people?)
B. His coming Will be public (2 Cor.5:10) For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, that each one may be recompensed for his deeds in the body, according to what he has done, whether good or bad.
1. Some self-styled Bible "scholars" from Watchtower Society prophesied that Christ would come in 1914.

2. He, of course, did not come so they decided the Greek word "Coming" also meant "Presence," but that doesn't help their theory.

a. It can be so translated. (They say only 144,000 "elect" saw Him.)
3. However, Rev.1:7 says all will see Him! (cf., note above)
C. His coming will be unexpected.
Mark 13:35 Therefore, be on the alert – for you do not know when the master of the house is coming, whether in the evening, at midnight, at cockcrowing, or in the morning; –
2 Peter 3:4 [some are] ...saying, "Where is the promise of His coming? For ever since the fathers fell asleep, all continued just as it was from the beginning of creation."
1. Illustration: Preacher preaching on second coming: his little girl forgot where she was and asked aloud, "Daddy, is He coming tonight?"
D. There will be a great demonstration when He comes (2 Pet.3:10-13)
Shout - Voice Of Angel - Trumpet! 1 Thess.4:16 For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with the trumpet of God;...

III. THE TIME OF HIS COMING (Matt.24:42) "Therefore be on the alert, for you do not know which day your Lord is coming."

A. Must be ready at all times. (unexpected, above)
B. I have very little patience with "Time-Setters".
1. Some dates set by men: 1844-1845-1914- 1925-1937-1945-1975.  Deut. 18:22
When a prophet speaks in the name of the Lord, if the thing does not come about or come true, that is the thing which the Lord has not spoken. The prophet has spoken it presumptuously; you shall not be afraid of him.

2. Paul Harvey (Dec.1968) said a religious group placed an ad in the paper stating world would end on a certain Wednesday at 1 P.M. ad also stated that more details to be given the Friday following!

3. In 1988, a fellow wrote a book entitled "88 reasons why the Lord will return in ‘88"

C. As a thief in the night (2 Pet.3:10). Unannounced. Unexpected.
D. As travail of woman with child (1 Thess.5:1-4)
1. You can't tell when the birth pangs will start, nor can you stop the birth once it begins.
E. As in days of Noah (Matt.24:37-39)
1. Going about their regular duties!

2. Heard Noah preach for 120 years, still going about in unbelief.

3. No doubt scoffed at Noah after a few years of his preaching (2 Pet.3:3-9).
IV. PURPOSE OF HIS COMING & ASSOCIATED EVENTS (Negative-Positive)
NEGATIVE
A. Not coming to establish another kingdom.
1. Dan.2:44 – kingdom would be established in days of roman kings.

2. Mark 9:1 – kingdom to be established while some to whom He spoke was living.

"...there are some of those who are standing here who shall not taste of death until they see the kingdom of God after it has come with power."

3. Obedient believers translated into kingdom in nt. times (Col.1:13)
For He delivered us from the domain of darkness, and transferred us to the kingdom of His beloved Son.

4. So, the cry that the church was established instead of the kingdom because the Jews rejected Jesus is absurd.
B. Not coming to sit upon David's throne and rule 1,000 years.
1. Four things to make up a Kingdom: King, Subjects, Territory, Law. This fact plays havoc with Jehovah's Witness' theory about the kingdom; all 4 present now
2. Christ is now on His throne. We are His subjects.
3. He is ruling now (Rom. 15:12-13)

And again Isaiah says, 'There shall come the root of Jesse, And He who arises to rule over the Gentiles; In Him shall the Gentiles hope." Now may the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, that you may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.

4. He is REIGNING now.   (1 Cor.15:25)  For He must reign until He has put all His enemies under His feet.
C. Not coming to offer another sacrifice.
1. He completely accomplished the will and purpose of God while upon the earth.
John 17:4 "I glorified Thee on the earth, having accomplished the work which Thou hast given Me to do."

2. He died once for all times for all people (Heb.9:28).

3. No other sacrifice will be offered (Heb.10:26).

POSITIVE
D. He is going to raise all the dead.
John 5:28-29 "...an hour is coming, in which all who are in the tombs shall hear His voice, and shall come forth; those who did the good deeds, to a resurrection of life, those who committed the evil deeds to a resurrection of judgment."

Acts 24:15 ...there shall certainly be a resurrection of both the righteous and the wicked.

1. Will not be two resurrections: one for the righteous, later one for sinners.
a. 1 Thess.4:15-18 - Christians only are under consideration.
2. When Jesus returns, all will come forth from the graves just as surely as Lazarus did!
John 11:43 "Lazarus, come forth!"

E. He is coming to judge all.
Acts 17:31 because He has fixed a day in which He will judge the world in righteousness through a Man whom He has appointed, having furnished proof to all men by raising Him from the dead.
Rom. 14:11-12 For it is written, "As I live, says the Lord, every knee shall bow to Me, And every tongue shall give praise to God." So then each one of us shall give account of himself to God.

2 Cor.5:10 For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, that each one may be recompensed for his deeds in the body, according to what he has done, whether good or bad.

1. Cannot get in on coat-tail of godly elder, parent, husband, wife, etc.
F. To reward and punish. (Matt.25:31-46)
2 Thess.1:7-9 and to give relief to you who are afflicted and to us as well when the Lord Jesus shall be revealed from heaven with His mighty angels in flaming fire, dealing out retribution to those who do not know God and to those who do not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus. And these will pay the penalty of eternal destruction, away from the presence of the Lord and from the glory of His power,

G. To deliver up the kingdom to God. 1 Cor.15:24
then comes the end, when He delivers up the kingdom to the God and Father, when He has abolished all rule and all authority and power.

CONCLUSION
1. What, then, should be our attitude as we await His coming?

2. it could be summarized in three words: Expectance (Lord’s Supper), Activity, Purity.

3. Are you ready for his return? "There is a great day coming!"
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