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Is the Church of Christ Too Dogmatic?

2 Tim.4:2 preach the word; be ready in season and out of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort, with great patience and instruction.

1 Peter 4:11 Whoever speaks, let him speak, as it were, the utterances of God; whoever serves, let him do so as by the strength which God supplies; so that in all things God may be glorified through Jesus Christ, to whom belongs the glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen.

Introduction
The world has always been critical of the Church of Christ as being too dogmatic or legalistic. The usage of these words, in reference to religion, implies something distasteful; something God is not pleased with.
Define
Dogmatic: 1 Relating to, characteristic of, or resulting from dogma.
The American Heritage Dictionary of the English Language, Third Edition
Dogma — noun 1. Theology. A doctrine or a corpus of doctrines relating to matters such as morality and faith, set forth in an authoritative manner by a church. 2. An authoritative principle, belief, or statement of ideas or opinion, especially one considered to be absolutely true. 3. A principle or belief or a group of them: (ibid)
(Legalistic) Legalism - noun 1. Strict, literal adherence to the law or to a particular code,
as of religion or morality. 2. A legal word, expression, or rule, (ibid)
Legal: adjective 1. Of, relating to, or concerned with law: legal papers. 2. a. Authorized by
or based on law: a legal right, b. Established by law; statutory: the legal owner. 3. In
conformity with or permitted by law: legal business operations, (ibid)
noun 1. One that is in accord with certain rules or laws, (ibid)
Implications
When one is dogmatic or legalistic, he contends that the proposition he is upholding is true and all others cannot be true. In other words, It just can’t be any other way!
1.  Many say, “I wouldn't be so narrow-minded in religion as to insist that I am right and all others are wrong!"
2. Let us go to God's Eternal Word and see just how dogmatic He wants us to be ~ or if He does!
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I. God is Dogmatic!
A. God is, was and will ever be dogmatic in every statement of fact, every precept, every promise.
1. How can He be otherwise and be the infallible and true God?
2.  To deny that God is positive and absolute is to limit His righteousness, power and knowledge. This would be infidelity.
3. God says what He means, and means what He says. Does not deal in maybe-so’s!
4.  He demands an absolute submission to His will, tolerates no quibbling and respects no other way but His own.
5. God is absolute in dogmatism!
B. Let's note some examples:
1.  The creation of man and woman - Gen.2:7 Then the Lord God formed man of dust from the ground, and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life; and man became a living being. 21-22 So the Lord God caused a deep sleep to fall upon the man, and he slept; then He took one of his ribs, and closed up the flesh at that place. And the Lord God fashioned into a woman the rib which He had taken from the man, and brought her to the man,

a. Declaration of how done is positive and admits of no other way.
b. Must either accept or reject
2. Dogmatic about the offering of Cain and Abel (Gen.4) Heb.11:4 By faith Abel offered to God a better sacrifice than Cain,..,
3. Dogmatic about Sodom, Lot and his wife (<Jen.l9)
4. Dogmatic with Moses when He told him to speak to the rock (Num20)
Psalm 106:33 Because they were rebellious against His Spirit, He spoke rashly with his lips,

C. God means for things to be done just as He commands them. He is dogmatic!
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II. Jesus Christ is Dogmatic!
A.  Since Jesus is God (Deity); since He is the Son of God, born of a Virgin, He could be no different from God the Father.
B. Many of the plain, dogmatic, cutting statements of Jesus would be shocking to the falsely pious religionist's of today who are afraid to make definite and plain statements for fear of hurting someone's feelings.
C. Have you ever heard a preacher use such remarks as our Lord used in Matt.23?
13-15, 23, 25, 27, 29 But woe to you? scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites, ...
16, 24  .. .blind guides...
17,19 You fools and blind men;...
33 You serpents, you brood of vipers, how shall you escape the sentence of hell?
D. But let's notice some of His milder dogmatic statements:
1.  On divorce and remarriage: Matt.l9:9 ... Whosoever shall put away his wife, except it be for fornication, and shall marry another, committeth adultery; and whoso marrieth her which is put away doth commit adultery.

2. On entering into the Kingdom of Heaven: Matt.7:21-23
21Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of heaven; but he that doeth the will of my Father which is in heaven. 22Many will say to me in that day, Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in thy name? and in thy name have cast out devils? and in thy name done many wonderful works? 23And then will I profess unto them, I never knew you: depart from me, ye that work iniquity.
a. Must hear and do His words or one is a fool] Matt7:24-27
24"Everyone then who hears these words of mine and does them will be like a wise man who built his house on the rock. 25And the rain fell, and the floods came, and the winds blew and beat on that house, but it did not fall, because it had been founded on the rock. 26And everyone who hears these words of mine and does not do them will be like a foolish man who built his house on the sand. 27And the rain fell, and the floods came, and the winds blew and beat against that house, and it fell, and great was the fall of it."

3. Must believe Christ: John 8:24 I said therefore unto you, that ye shall die in your sins: for if ye believe not that I am he, ye shall die in your sins.

4. Must repent: Luke 13:3 1 tell you. Nay: but, except ye repent, ye shall all likewise perish.
5.  Must Confess His name: Matt.10:32-33 Whosoever therefore shall confess me before men, him will I confess also before my Father which is in heaven.  But whosoever shall deny me before men, him will I also deny before my Father which is in heaven.

6.  Must be baptized: Mark 16:16 He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved; but he that believeth not shall be damned.
a. Did Jesus mean what He said?
b. Put both faith and baptism before salvation?
c. Am I too dogmatic in doing and teaching the same thing Jesus taught?
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II. The Apostles Were Dogmatic!
A. Almost all the religious world believes salvation is in Christ Jesus.
1.  Get dogmatic about it!
2.  Can afford to — N.T. teaches it:
Eph.l:7 In Him we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the riches of His grace,
2 Tim.2:10 For this reason I endure all things for the sake of those who are chosen, that they also may obtain the salvation which is in Christ Jesus and with it eternal glory.

B. But why not be just as dogmatic about how to get into Christ, where salvation is?
1. Apostles dogmatically taught that we are baptized into Christ!
Rom.6:3-4 Or do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus have been baptized into His death? Therefore we have been buried with Him through baptism into death, in order that as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, so we too might walk in newness of life.
Gal.3:27 For as many of you as have been baptized into Christ have put on Christ.
2. Is there any other way to get into Christ?
C. Apostles taught there is only one church.
One Body Eph.4:4; Body = Church
Eph.l:22-23 And He put all things in subjection under His feet, and gave Him as head over all things to the church, which is His body, the fulness of Him who fills all in all

Col.l:18 He is also head of the body, the church; and He is the beginning, the first-born from the dead; so that He Himself might come to have first place in everything.
D. Apostles taught that reconciliation to God is in the body: Eph.2:16
and might reconcile them both in one body to God through the cross, by it having put to death the enmity.

1. All agree sinner must be reconciled to God.
2. Reconciliation is in body—body is church, therefore, salvation is in the church!
E. Is one being too dogmatic in teaching the same thing the apostles taught?

II. Apostles Taught Others to be Dogmatic!
A.  Paul's charge to Timothy (2 Tim.4:2, introduction), preach the word; be ready in season and out of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort, with great patience and instruction.
1. This is both inclusive and exclusive.
2. Includes all the word includes.
3. Excludes all the word excludes or omits.
B.  Peter's statement, (1 Pet.4:11, introduction). Whoever speaks, lei him speak, as it were, the utterances of God;...

C.  John's testimony, 2 John 9 Whosoever transgresseth, and abideth not in the doctrine of Christ, hath not God. He that abideth in the doctrine of Christ, he hath both the Father and the Son.

D. Other passages:
2 Tim.3:16-17 All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness:  That the man of God may be perfect, throughly furnished unto all good works.
Rom.l:16 For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to everyone who believes, to the Jew first and also to the Greek,
Jude 3 Beloved, while I was making every effort to write you about our common salvation, I felt the necessity to write to you appealing that you contend earnestly for the faith which was once for all delivered to the saints.

a. Nothing else will do.
b. Not book reports, political speeches, etc.
c. Not creeds or doctrines of men.
1) CONTEND: 2. To strive in debate or controversy; argue; dispute. (Web. Unabridged diet)
2) In other words, Get Dogmatic!
conclusion
1. Yes, we are dogmatic in standing for the things the N.T. teaches, ONLY.
Because it is God's Word and God's Will for us today!
2.  That's why we speak where it speaks and are silent where it is silent.
3. All men can afford to be just as narrow and dogmatic as God's Word.
4. In fact, must be, or else be lost! Either for God or against Him!
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