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GROWTH OF THE EARLY CHURCH
TEXTS
Acts 2:41 So those who received his word were baptized, and there were added that day about three thousand souls.

Acts 5:14 And more than ever believers were added to the Lord, multitudes of both men and women,
Acts 6:7 And the word of God continued to increase, and the number of the disciples multiplied greatly in Jerusalem, and a great many of the priests became obedient to the faith.
INTRODUCTION
1. Jesus said, “proclaim the gospel to the whole creation” (Mark 16:15-16)
a. Had we been one of these eleven we might have thought, "This is im​possible!"
2. However, the church in the first century actually carried out that order
a. Paul declared that the gospel had been preached to every creature under heaven (Co1.1:23 if indeed you continue in the faith, stable and steadfast, not shifting from the hope of the gospel that you heard, which has been proclaimed in all creation under heaven, and of which I, Paul, became a minister.).

b. To the Romans; he said: (Rom.10:18 But I ask, have they not heard? Indeed they have, for "Their voice has gone out to all the earth, and their words to the ends of the world.")
3. Because of this evangelistic zeal the church experienced phenomenal growth
a. Acts 2:41—about 3,000; 4:4—about 5,000 men; 5:14—multitudes; 6:7—multip1ied
b. "One container" brethren need to explain how over 8,000 could be served from one container. How many times did they have to refill? If refilled then used more than one container
4. Jesus had taught that the kingdom of heaven would be like a grain of mus​tard seed (Matt.13:31-32)
31He put another parable before them, saying, "The kingdom of heaven is like a grain of mustard seed that a man took and sowed in his field. 32It is the smallest of all seeds, but when it has grown it is larger than all the garden plants and becomes a tree, so that the birds of the air come and make nests in its branches."
a. This parable had its fulfillment in the growth of the early church.
5. Every concerned Christian wants the church to grow both spiritually and numerically.
a. However, no modern church has experienced this rapid growth...why? Is it possible?
b. When we duplicate the causes of their growth, then we might duplicate the results. Several reasons for their growth is apparent
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I. CONVICTION IN REGARD TO THE TRUTH
John 8:31-32 31So Jesus said to the Jews who had believed in him, "If you abide in my word, you are truly my disciples, 32and you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free."
A. Their firm conviction came from the belief that the gospel had freed them from sin and extended to them the hope of eternal life
1. They had found the "Pearl Of Great Price" (Matt.13:46)
2. They had "bought the truth;" were unwilling to sell it (Prov.23:23)
3. "Converted" is another way of saying it
4. Illustrate: One converted from a denomination is usually more zealous be​cause they recognize the great value of the truth
B. It is interesting to note how this knowledge was acquired and applied
1. Acts 2:42---through worship and edification And they devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching and fellowship, to the breaking of bread and the prayers.

a. Apostles doctrine, fellowship or contribution, Lord's Supper, prayer
2. Indeed, these provided necessities for spiritual growth; resulted also in numerical growth
II. DILIGENCE IN TEACHING (Acts 5:42 And every day, in the temple and from house to house, they did not cease teaching and preaching Jesus as the Christ.)
A. The regularity with which they taught is directly related to their growth (Acts 2:46-47).
46And day by day, attending the temple together and breaking bread in their homes, they received their food with glad and generous hearts, 47praising God and having favor with all the people. And the Lord added to their number day by day those who were being saved.
1. Daily teaching results in daily conversions
2. We become discouraged when we fail, and we give up
3. Jehovah's Witnesses increased in number 700% from 1946-1966
a. If they can get "converts" without the truth, think what we can do with it
B. Because of their belief in power of gospel, their mouths could not be stopped (Rom.1:16)
1. Not by persecutions (Acts 8:1)

a. Lord did not cause persecutions, but used them to take gospel to others.

b. Anannias afraid of Saul, but preached to him anyway (Acts 9:13; 22:16)
Acts 9:13 But Ananias answered, "Lord, I have heard from many about this man, how much evil he has done to your saints at Jerusalem.
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2. Not by geographical distances (Acts 8:4 Now those who were scattered went about preaching the word. Philip went down to the city of Samaria and proclaimed to them the Christ.)

a. One could not be expected to go into all the world who hasn't gone next door!

b. If we can't personally go, we can help send one who can.
C. They were militant in defending truth when necessary.

1. Paul and Barnabas when Judaizing teachers came to Antioch (Acts 15)

1But some men came down from Judea and were teaching the brothers, "Unless you are circumcised according to the custom of Moses, you cannot be saved." 2And after Paul and Barnabas had no small dissension and debate with them, Paul and Barnabas and some of the others were appointed to go up to Jerusalem to the apostles and the elders about this question. 3So, being sent on their way by the church, they passed through both Phoenicia and Samaria, describing in detail the conversion of the Gentiles, and brought great joy to all the brothers.
4When they came to Jerusalem, they were welcomed by the church and the apostles and the elders, and they declared all that God had done with them. 5But some believers who belonged to the party of the Pharisees rose up and said, "It is necessary to circumcise them and to order them to keep the law of Moses." 6The apostles and the elders were gathered together to consider this matter.  7And after there had been much debate, …
2. Some who object to preacher's exposing error take note (Phil.1:16b …I am put here for the defense of the gospel.)
III. A DEDICATED CONCERN FOR THE PURITY OF THE CHURCH
A. Christ died to make this possible (Eph.5:25-27)
25…Christ loved the church and gave himself up for her, 26that he might sanctify her, having cleansed her by the washing of water with the word, 27so that he might present the church to himself in splendor, without spot or wrinkle or any such thing, that she might be holy and without blemish.
B. Christianity imposes separation from the world and living a life of purity and holiness.

2 Cor.6:14 Do not be unequally yoked with unbelievers. For what partnership has righteousness with lawlessness? Or what fellowship has light with darkness?
7:1 Since we have these promises, beloved, let us cleanse ourselves from every defilement of body and spirit, bringing holiness to completion in the fear of God.
1. Be not conformed to world (Rom.12:1-2 1I appeal to you therefore, brothers, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship. 2Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewal of your mind, that by testing you may discern what is the will of God, what is good and acceptable and perfect.) Illustrate: Styles of dress and hair.
2. Old things have passed away (2 Cor.5:17: Col.3:1-14)
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C. The primary obligation concerns ones self (1 Tim.5:22 Do not be hasty in the laying on of hands, nor take part in the sins of others; keep yourself pure.)
D. God's attitude toward sin in the church first shown in Acts 5:1-11
1. A direct relationship between discipline and growth (v.11-14)
Acts 5:14 And more than ever believers were added to the Lord, multitudes of both men and women,
2. Discipline sometimes results in temporary decrease in numbers

E. Allowing sin to go uncorrected is condoning—embracing it (1 Cor.5:6-7)
6Your boasting is not good. Do you not know that a little leaven leavens the whole lump? 7Cleanse out the old leaven that you may be a new lump, as you really are unleavened. For Christ, our Passover lamb, has been sacrificed.
1. Will eventually cause church to lose divine recognition (Rev.2:5)
Remember therefore from where you have fallen; repent, and do the works you did at first. If not, I will come to you and remove your lampstand from its place, unless you repent.
F. Church discipline is two fold: Instructive—preventive in nature.

Corrective—chastising or penalizing in nature.

1. Purpose of discipline is to save church and guilty party (1 Cor.5:5)
you are to deliver this man to Satan for the destruction of the flesh, so that his spirit may be saved in the day of the Lord.
2 Cor.2:9 For this is why I wrote, that I might test you and know whether you are obedient in everything.
G. How many have been kept out of the church because sin within is not corrected?

1. "I'm better than John Doe Christian is" may be more than an excuse!
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IV. UNITY IN PRACTICE (Acts 4:32 And they devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching and fellowship, to the breaking of bread and the prayers.)
A. Unity was demanded at Corinth by Paul (1 Cor.1:10 I appeal to you, brothers, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that all of you agree and that there be no divisions among you, but that you be united in the same mind and the same judgment.)

1. The condition (v.11-12)
11-For it has been reported to me by Chloe's people that there is quarreling among you, my brothers. 12What I mean is that each one of you says, "I follow Paul," or "I follow Apollos," or "I follow Cephas," or "I follow Christ."
(Compare with divided world today: Luther, Calvin, Wesley, Smythe, etc.).

2. The demand (v. 10)
a. The Lord recognizes no cause for division as just, except truth
b. Peace must not be bought at the expense of truth sacrificed or compromised
Matt.10:34-39 34"Do not think that I have come to bring peace to the earth. I have not come to bring peace, but a sword. 35For I have come to set a man against his father, and a daughter against her mother, and a daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law. 36And a person's enemies will be those of his own household. 37Whoever loves father or mother more than me is not worthy of me, and whoever loves son or daughter more than me is not worthy of me. 38And whoever does not take his cross and follow me is not worthy of me. 39Whoever finds his life will lose it, and whoever loses his life for my sake will find it.
3. The authority, the method, and the fruit (v.10 no bag for your journey, nor two tunics nor sandals nor a staff, for the laborer deserves his food.)

B. A house divided against itself cannot stand, much less grow.
V. LET US STOP MAKING EXCUSES AND GET TO WORK
A. Compare methods we have of teaching not enjoyed by those in early church
1. Transportation, finances, communication media, tracts, film strips, Cor​respondence Courses, many others
B. "People do not want to study the Bible with me."

1. All contacts will not result in a study, but some will
2. Mormons say one in a hundred contacts will study; they study with that one
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C. "I'll wait until I'm perfect at it to start."
1. Then you'll never start. Must use or lose present knowledge (Heb.2:1 Therefore we must pay much closer attention to what we have heard, lest we drift away from it.)
2. Preachers make mistakes; should they stop preaching?

3. Make mistakes on job? Do you quit?
D. "I don't have time."
1. See Matt.6:33 and 6:21
But seek first the kingdom of God and his righteousness, and all these things will be added to you.
Matthew 6:21 For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.

2. If you knew you would receive $1000 for every convert, would you have time? We have time for golf, vacations, visits, naps, tv, fishing...
CONCLUSION:

Application to ourselves is taught in Matt.28:19-20
19Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you. And behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age."
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