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THE EMPTY HOUSE

Matthew 12:43-45; Luke 11:24-26

[image: image2.wmf]Matt12: 43“Now when the unclean spirit goes out of a man, it passes through waterless places, seeking rest, and does not find it. 44Then it says, ‘I will return to my house from which I came’; and when it comes, it finds it unoccupied, swept, and put in order. 45Then it goes, and takes along with it seven other spirits more wicked than itself, and they go in and live there; and the last state of that man becomes worse than the first. That is the way it will also be with this evil generation.”
[image: image3.wmf]Luke 11: 24“When the unclean spirit goes out of a man, it passes through waterless places seeking rest, and not finding any, it says, ‘I will return to my house from which I came.’ 25And when it comes, it finds it swept and put in order. 26Then it goes and takes along seven other spirits more evil than itself, and they go in and live there; and the last state of that man becomes worse than the first.”

I. The Parable Stated.

1. When the unclean spirit is gone out of a man, he walks through dry places, seeking rest, and finds none. Matt.12:43.

Adam Clarke's Commentary: Verse 43.   When the unclean spirit]  If there had been no reality in demoniacal possessions, our Lord would have scarcely appealed to a case of this kind here, to point out the real state of the Jewish people, and the desolation which was coming upon them.  Had this been only a vulgar error, of the nonsense of which the learned scribes and the wise Pharisees must have been convinced, the case not being one in point, because not true, must have been treated by that very people with contempt for whose conviction it was alone designed. 

He walketh through dry places] There seems to be a reference here to the Orphic demonology, in which evil spirits were divided into various classes, according to the different regions of their abode, or places in which they delighted.  These classes were five: 1. Celestial demons.  2. Aerial.  3. Aquatic.  4. Terrestrial. 5. And subterranean demons.  See Orph. ad Mus. ap. Schott.  The Platonists, the followers of Zoroaster, and the primitive Jews, made nearly the same distinctions. 

Seeking rest] Or refreshment.  Strange! a fallen corrupt spirit can have no rest but in the polluted human heart: the corruption of the one is suited to the pollution of the other, and thus like cleaves to like.
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2.
He returned to the house from which he went out, and found it empty, swept, and garnished. Matt.12:44.

3.
He took with him 7 other spirits more wicked than himself, and dwelt there. Matt.12:45.
4.
The last state of the man is worse than the first. Matt.12:45

Hendriksen p.539-540: What kind of "religion" do these Pharisees {of the previous verses} and their followers substitute for the one they have rejected? It is too emphatically a religion of negatives; such as, "Be careful not to associate with publicans and sinners, and not to break an oath sworn to the Lord. On the Sabbath do not pick heads of grain; do not rub them out in y o u r hands and eat them. On that day do not heal anyone unless there is danger that he might die before tomorrow. Do not eat an egg laid on the Sabbath unless y o u intend to kill the hen." Etc.

There had been a time when the more positive note, "Be converted," sounded by John the Baptist, had gained many followers (Matt.3:5). A little later the same admonition proceeding from the lips of Jesus (4:17), together with His other very positive teaching, had been greeted with enthusiasm (John 3:26). It may have seemed for a while as if a demon had been driven out of a man, the man representing the Israel of that day. But under the influence of scribes and Pharisees, envious men, the picture was even now rapidly changing. At this very moment these wicked leaders are plotting Christ's destruction (Matt.12:14). And at last the Jewish people as repre​sented in front of the cross will cry out, "Crucify, crucify." (27:20-23). They will do so prompted by their leaders (John 19:6, 15-16). The one demon will have been replaced by eight. Cf. 11:7-19.
Understood in this light the illustration which Jesus now uses becomes clear: 43-45.  [our text]
Many questions immediately arise; for example, "Why is this demon described as wandering through waterless or desert places?" "How is it that it does not find rest there?" "What exactly is meant by these seven other spirits worse than itself?" Etc. Three facts, however, must be borne in mind:

a. Scripture tells us very little about the peculiarities and customs of demons, and to speculate too presumptuously about such matters would serve no useful purpose.

b. The Lord is not giving us a discourse on demonology. He wants us to think not so much about these demons as about "this wicked generation" (verse 45, cf. verse 39), as symbolized by the man who was first possessed by one demon, then delivered, and finally repossessed, only this time not by one but by eight demons.
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c. If this illustration is in the nature of a parable, as it well may be, it would be wrong to press every detail as if it were to be interpreted separately and literally. … With these principles as a guide the lesson may be reproduced as follows:

Satan is eager to send his demons into human hearts, for them to assume control over these hearts, always in subjection to the prince of evil. …

As to the "waterless places" or deserts (see also Isa.13:21; 34:14; Matt. 4:1; Rev.18:2), only this: if we are accustomed to associate the good angels with places in which order, beauty, and fullness of life prevail, does it not seem natural to link evil angels with regions where disorder, desolation, and death dominate?

To be delivered from a demon is a blessing. That type of condition, as has been indicated, might well describe Israel during the days of the Baptist's active ministry and shortly thereafter. But in and by itself this does not suffice. To become scared of going to hell, scared, perhaps, even to the point of confessing one's sins and accepting baptism, is not enough. It would only leave the soul empty: "unoccupied, swept clean, put in order." Such a condition cannot meet the deepest needs of the human heart. Harmlessness is not the same as holiness. Desisting from wrong differs by a whole heaven from being a blessing. What Jesus demands is the entire devotion of the heart, so that it will render spontaneous thanksgiving to God and … be a blessing to the neighbor. Nothing less than that is required. A fig tree that produces nothing but leaves is cursed even though it yields no rotten fruit (Matt.21:19). The man who buries his talent is rejected (25:18, 26-28).

Those who during the present life have done nothing for the hungry, thirsty, etc. never enter the halls of glory (25:41-46). Cf. James 4:16. What Jesus wants is a full life of being a positive blessing ... He wants nothing less than this.

It is for this very reason that there was bound to be a collision between Jesus and the Pharisees. It was not the positive but the negative aspect of the law that was stressed by most Pharisees in obedience to the rules laid down by the scribes. Jesus was entirely different. So, kindness began to clash with coldness, broadmindedness with clannishness, outgoingness (love) with self​ishness, emphasis on the deeper meaning of the law with insistence on the letter. These two - Christ and the bigot - cannot dwell together in unity
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II.
The Application:

1.
The application is directly to the Jewish nation. Matt.12:45.
2.
The lesson is also applicable to all of us.

3.
The last state is always worse when we fail to use our op​portunities. Matt.25:29-30.

4.
The empty house is an empty heart and life.

III.
The Heart Is a Temple, a Dwelling Place for God, Christ, the Holy Spirit

Rom.8:11 But if the Spirit of Him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, He who raised Christ Jesus from the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies through His Spirit who indwells you.
1 Cor.3:16 Do you not know that you are a temple of God, and that the Spirit of God dwells in you?
Rev.3:20 ‘Behold, I stand at the door and knock; if anyone hears My voice and opens the door, I will come in to him, and will dine with him, and he with Me.'

IV.
The Condition of the House or Temple Must Be Suitable for The Lord To Dwell in It
1.
The temple must be clean, swept, and garnished.

Matt.12:44  “Then it says, ‘I will return to my house from which I came’; and when it comes, it finds it unoccupied, swept, and put in order.
James 1:21 Therefore putting aside all filthiness and all that remains of wickedness,…
1 Thess.5:21-22 …abstain from every form of evil.
2.
The temple must not be left empty.
James 1:21 …in humility receive the word implanted, which is able to save your souls.

1 Thess.5:21-22 But examine everything carefully; hold fast to that which is good;…
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2 Pet.1:5-11 (All these virtues must be in there!)
a.
If it is left empty, the Lord will not dwell in it.

b. If it is left empty, evil will return to it. Matt.12:44-45

“Then it says, ‘I will return to my house from which I came’; and when it comes, it finds it unoccupied, swept, and put in order. Then it goes, and takes along with it seven other spirits more wicked than itself, and they go in and live there; and the last state of that man becomes worse than the first. That is the way it will also be with this evil generation.”

c.
It is not enough to be negatively good.

James 4:17 Therefore, to one who knows the right thing to do, and does not do it, to him it is sin.
Judges 5:23 ‘Curse Meroz,’ said the angel of the Lord, ‘Utterly curse its inhabitants; Because they did not come to the help of the Lord, To the help of the Lord against the warriors.’
Matt.25:15-46 [Talents; Judgment Scene]
V. The Return 0f The Evil Spirit.

1.
The Jews, Arabs, Egyptians, and others thought deserts were haunts of evil spirits.

a.
They thought evil spirits found their habitations in deserts.

b.
Some think their belief that evil spirits inhabited deserts led Jesus to refer to their walking through waterless places. Matt.12:43
“Now when the unclean spirit goes out of a man, it passes through waterless places, seeking rest, and does not find it. 

2.
The evil spirit returned and found his house empty, swept, and garnished. Matt.12:44
a.
The evil spirit found the clean house an attractive place in which to dwell.

b.
The devil does not leave us alone just because we are in the church.

Job. 2:1 Again there was a day when the sons of God came to present themselves before the Lord, and Satan also came among them to present himself before the Lord.

Matt.4:1-11.[Jesus' Temptation]

c.
The idle brain is the devil's workshop.
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3.
The evil spirit would not have found a dwelling place when he returned if the house had been filled with good things. 2 Pet.1:5-11
5Now for this very reason also, applying all diligence, in your faith supply moral excellence, and in your moral excellence, knowledge; 6and in your knowledge, self-control, and in your self-control, perseverance, and in your perseverance, godliness; 7and in your godliness, brotherly kindness, and in your brotherly kindness, love. 8For if these qualities are yours and are increasing, they render you neither useless nor unfruitful in the true knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. 9For he who lacks these qualities is blind or short-sighted, having forgotten his purification from his former sins. 10Therefore, brethren, be all the more diligent to make certain about His calling and choosing you; for as long as you practice these things, you will never stumble; 11for in this way the entrance into the eternal kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ will be abundantly supplied to you.

a.
Those who absent themselves from worship are not faith​ful. Heb.10:25; Rev.2:10
b.
Those who are not continually engaged in righteous work are not faithful.

c. Those who follow the form of godliness without putting their hearts into their work are not faithful.

4.
Every person will be filled with either good or bad. There is no neutral ground. Matt.12:30
“He who is not with Me is against Me; and he who does not gather with Me scatters.

IV. The Evil Spirit Brought Seven Other Spirits Worse Than Himself

1. The last state of the man was worse than the first.
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2 Pet.2:20-22 For if after they have escaped the defilements of the world by the knowledge of the Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, they are again entangled in them and are overcome, the last state has become worse for them than the first. For it would be better for them not to have known the way of righteousness, than having known it, to turn away from the holy commandment delivered to them. It has happened to them according to the true proverb, “a dog returns to its own vomit,” and, “A sow, after washing, returns to wallowing in the mire.”
Matt.12:45  “Then it goes, and takes along with it seven other spirits more wicked than itself, and they go in and live there; and the last state of that man becomes worse than the first. That is the way it will also be with this evil generation.”
Heb.6:4-6 For in the case of those who have once been enlightened and have tasted of the heavenly gift and have been made partakers of the Holy Spirit, and have tasted the good word of God and the powers of the age to come, and then have fallen away, it is impossible to renew them again to repentance, since they again crucify to themselves the Son of God, and put Him to open shame.
2.
If one does not go forward spiritually, he inevitably will become worse.

2 Tim. 3:13 But evil men and impostors will proceed from bad to worse, deceiving and being deceived.

Matt.12:45  (text)
3.
No one should permit the problems and trials of life to overwhelm him.
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Conclusion
1. Why continue in sin? Continuing in sin is like coasting down hill in an automobile. There is no place to stop.

2.
 Why not come to Christ now? You can if you will.

John 6:37 “All that the Father gives Me shall come to Me, and the one who comes to Me I will certainly not cast out."
1 Cor.10:13 No temptation has overtaken you but such as is common to man; and God is faithful, who will not allow you to be tempted beyond what you are able, but with the temptation will provide the way of escape also, that you may be able to endure it.
2 Cor.6:2 for He says, "AT THE ACCEPTABLE TIME I LISTENED TO YOU, AND ON THE DAY OF SALVATION I HELPED YOU." Behold, now is "THE ACCEPTABLE TIME," behold, now is "THE DAY OF SALVATION"--

3. Fill your life with reverence for good, service for man and spiritual righteousness within.
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