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THE UNMERCIFUL SERVANT
Matthew 18:21-35

21 Then Peter came and said to Him, “Lord, how often shall my brother sin against me and I forgive him? Up to seven times?” 22Jesus said to him, “I do not say to you, up to seven times, but up to seventy times seven. 23For this reason the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a certain king who wished to settle accounts with his slaves. 24And when he had begun to settle them, there was brought to him one who owed him ten thousand talents. 25But since he did not have the means to repay, his lord commanded him to be sold, along with his wife and children and all that he had, and repayment to be made. 26The slave therefore falling down, prostrated himself before him, saying, ‘Have patience with me, and I will repay you everything.’ 27And the lord of that slave felt compassion and released him and forgave him the debt. 28But that slave went out and found one of his fellow slaves who owed him a hundred denarii; and he seized him and began to choke him, saying, ‘Pay back what you owe.’ 29So his fellow slave fell down and began to entreat him, saying, ‘Have patience with me and I will repay you.’30He was unwilling however, but went and threw him in prison until he should pay back what was owed. 31So when his fellow slaves saw what had happened, they were deeply grieved and came and reported to their lord all that had happened. 32Then summoning him, his lord said to him, ‘You wicked slave, I forgave you all that debt because you entreated me. 33Should you not also have had mercy on your fellow slave, even as I had mercy on you?’ 34And his lord, moved with anger, handed him over to the torturers until he should repay all that was owed him. 35So shall My heavenly Father also do to you, if each of you does not forgive his brother from your heart."

INTRODUCTION
1. The parable was spoken by Christ in response to Peter's question concerning forgiveness.
a. Peter asked how often should he forgive his brother. v.21
b. Peter thought to forgive seven times was liberal.

2. The Lord said we should forgive one seventy times seven, indicating that we should forgive an unlimited number of times. v.22
3.
The lack of forgiveness is a prevalent sin among Christians.

I. The Parable Stated
1. A certain king had a reckoning with his servants. v.23
2. Ten thousand talents were owed by one. v.24
a. Ten thousand talents equals about $16,425,00000
b. Ten thousand talents!  An impossible amount for the servant to pay!

3. The king commanded that the servant be sold together with his wife and children.

4. The servant worshipped and begged for patience. v.26
5. The king was moved with compassion and forgave the debt. v:27
6. The forgiven servant then found one who owed him a hun​dred pence or shillings, worth about $1700 v.28
a. The debtor begged for patience, but the forgiven servant was unwilling to grant mercy.

b. When the other servants saw how the forgiven servant treated his debtor, they reported the matter to their lord. v:31
7. The lord called the wicked servant and rebuked him and delivered him to the tormentors until he paid the debt. v.32-34
8. The king's action represents God's dealing with us. v:35
II. The Debtor Represents Us
1. Man has sinned against God; therefore man is a debtor to God.

Isa.53:6 All of us like sheep have gone astray, Each of us has turned to his own way; But the lord has caused the iniquity of us all To fall on Him.
Isa.59:1-3 Behold, the lord’s hand is not so short That it cannot save; Neither is His ear so dull That it cannot hear. But your iniquities have made a separation between you and your God, And your sins have hidden His face from you, so that He does not hear. For your hands are defiled with blood, And your fingers with iniquity; Your lips have spoken falsehood, Your tongue mutters wickedness.

Rom.3:23 for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God,

2. Man's debt is so great it makes the payment impossible; therefore, Cod forgives and saves us by his grace. Eph.2:8-9 For by grace you have been saved through faith; and that not of yourselves, it is the gift of God; not as a result of works, that no one should boast.

III. The Merciful King Represents God
1. The king was touched with the misfortune of the debtor and forgave him because of his humble plea. v.27 (although his later action causes us to question whether he was truly humble!)
2. God forgives us when we obey him.

Rom.6:7 for he who has died is freed from sin.
Heb.8:12 “for i will be merciful to their iniquities, and i will remember their sins no more.”
3. The conditions of pardon are the same for all.

Rom.2:11 For there is no partiality with God.
Acts 10:34 …God is not one to show partiality,
Heb.5:8-9 Although He was a Son, He learned obedience from the things which He suffered. And having been made perfect, He became to all those who obey Him the source of eternal salvation,
IV. The Forgiveness OF God Is Conditional on Our Forgiving Others
1. The contrast between the treatment received and given by the debtor was great. v.27, 30
a.
He was forgiven $16,425,00000
b.
He refused to forgive $17.00.

2. The fact that God has forgiven us makes it necessary for us to forgive others. Matt. 18:35
a. There is no use to ask God to forgive us if we will not forgive others.
Matt.6:14-15 “For if you forgive men for their transgressions, your heavenly Father will also forgive you. But if you do not forgive men, then your Father will not forgive your transgressions."
b. There are many like the servant. They want forgiveness, but they are not willing to forgive.

3. The forgiven person must seek to do as God has done for him. Eph.4:32
And be kind to one another, tender-hearted, forgiving each other, just as God in Christ also has forgiven you.
4. The forgiven person must forgive from the heart. v.35
V. The Unmerciful Servant Was handed over to the Tormentors, As All the Unforgiving Will Be. v.34-35.

VI. The Place of Torment for the Unforgiving.

1. It is a furnace of fire. Matt.13:50
2. It is a place of punishment. Matt.25:46
3. It is a place of eternal fire. Matt.25:41; Rev.21:8
4. It is a place where the fire is not quenched. Mark 9:43-48
5. It is a place of everlasting shame. Dan.12:2
6. It is a place of everlasting separation. 2 Thess.1:6-9
7. It is a place of outer darkness. Matt.25:30
8. It is a place for the destruction of both soul and body. Matt.10:28
9. It is a place prepared for the devil and his angels. Matt.25:41
Conclusion
1. We cannot afford to be cast out into torment.

2. We must, therefore, be willing to forgive others as God has forgiven us.

A SHORT REVIEW

In the first two verses we have the occasion of this parable. Peter said, “Lord, how often shall my brother sin against me and I forgive him? Up to seven times?” Because of his impetuosity, Peter was likely to bring down a lot of criticism on his head, and become involved in arguments and disputes with his fellow-disciples. He was hard hit by the Master's plain teaching on the subject of for​giveness. "How long must I keep this thing up?" he anxiously asked. "Until seven times?"  Since the rabbis required only a thrice-repeated forgiveness, basing their requirement on Job 33:29 (oftentimes=thrice) and Amos 2:4, perhaps Peter thought that seven times would be sufficiently liberal--more than twice as liberal as the teachers of the law.

Jesus said to him, “I do not say to you, up to seven times, but up to seventy times seven. Jesus did not mean for us to literalize this expression and forgive our brother exactly 490 times, but an indefinite number of times. Forgiveness is not a matter of arithmetic or of book-keeping, but of love, and love has no limits.

In order to clarify and animate the great lesson of truth just spoken--a lesson of forgiveness--Jesus related the story of the unmerciful servant.

And from this story we learn:

1. That man is a debtor to God. His sins have made him so.

2. That the immensity of the debt makes payment impossible.

3. That God shows mercy toward the humble penitent and can​cels the debt of sin in its entirety. The immensity of the debt does not hinder the fulness and freeness of divine for​giveness.

4. That the man who receives pardon should give pardon. We are saved not merely by receiving mercy, but also by giving mercy. "We do pray for mercy; and that same prayer doth teach us to render deeds of mercy."  (Shakespeare.) And our forgiveness, to be real, must be "from the heart," not mere lip-forgiveness.

5.
That God forgives more freely that man forgives. We are so unlike our heavenly Father! This is the most uncompli​mentary remark that we can make concerning ourselves. Let us forgive each other as God has forgiven us.

6. That the finest evidence that God holds nothing against us is the fact that we hold nothing against our fellowman.

"'Tis not enough to weep my sins,

'Tis but one step to heaven;

When I am kind to others, then

I know myself forgiven"

7. That there are two very bad things about the unforgiving man:

a. He is downright mean; he is "wicked." Instead of being softened by the experience of mercy, some grow more exacting, harsher.

b. He is on the way to torment. While the Lord is merci​ful toward the humble beggar, He is severe with the un​merciful; the unmerciful man shall be delivered to the tormentors.
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