Page One   Chart #191   “A GOOD MAN…BUT HE WAS LOST”          Filed Under “C”              S 19E

“A GOOD MAN…BUT HE WAS LOST”

Text: Acts 10 and Acts 11:1-18

INTRODUCTION
A. So widespread is the idea that “good moral people” will be saved (by their morality), that necessity demands we study God’s standard to learn the truth on the subject. We do not like to think of our relatives, loved ones, friends and others who are not chrisitans, in the way the Bible reveals, as being lost and, really, we cannot dwell upon it, but must leave such matters in God’s Hands.

B. His Word will judge us (John 12:48), so we must conform our beliefs and actions with it, in order to be saved. We can only teach that which is revealed in His Word.

I. A CASE IN POINT: CORNELIUS

A. Devout (v.2)

1. eusebes = old word from eu (well; good) and sebomai (to worship, to reverence), …

2. , …reverent; pious, devout, religious,
Acts 10:2 A devout man, and one that feared God with all his house, which gave much alms to the people, and prayed to God alway.
v.7 … and a devout soldier of them that waited on him continually;

Acts 22:12 And one Ananias, a devout man according to the law, having a good report of all the Jews which dwelt there,
2 Pet.2:9 The Lord knoweth how to deliver the godly (“pious men” Gk Interlinear) out of temptations, and to reserve the unjust unto the day of judgment to be punished:

B. Feared God. A just man. I.e., thought of as just by others. This word (just) is used 33 times in n.t. and this is the only time it refers to an unsaved person with the exception of Luke 20:20 in which it refers to some who pretend to be just. He was just or righteous in the same sense as devout and feared God.
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C. Gave much alms.

D. Prayed.

E. Saw vision—Angel  Acts 10:3 He saw in a vision evidently about the ninth hour of the day an angel of God coming in to him, and saying unto him, Cornelius.
11:14 Who shall tell thee words, whereby thou and all thy house shall be saved.
F. Loved men’s souls  Acts 10:24 … Cornelius … had called together his kinsmen and near friends.
G. Holy Spirit fell 10:44
· Did not save him! He had not heard the saving words! 11:15
II. OTHER MEN WITH THESE ATTRIBUTES … BUT LOST

A. Cornelius was devout, sincere, religious; here is another man like that– Saul.

Acts 23:1 And Paul, earnestly beholding the council, said, Men and brethren, I have lived in all good conscience before God until this day.
But…his condition he himself confessed!
1 Tim.1:15 It is a trustworthy statement, deserving full acceptance, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners, among whom I am foremost of all.

B.Cornelius Prayed. Saul’s conversion. “…Saul…is praying,” (Acts 9:11)

Ananias told him, (Acts 22:16)

On and on we could go – the point is clearly established that
THESE ATTRIBUTES DO NOT, IN THEMSELVES, SAVE MAN’S SOUL!
C. Felix— Acts 24:25 But as he was discussing righteousness, self-control and the judgment to come, Felix became frightened and said, "Go away for the present, and when I find time I will summon you."
No one could deny the fear that prompted Felix to tremble. But he sent Paul away.

D. Cornelius gave much alms.

Jesus told of a man in Luke 18 (the Pharisee who prayed) 12 'I fast twice a week; I pay tithes of all that I get.' 14 "I tell you, this man (the publican) went to his house justified rather than the other;…
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III. BUT CORNELIUS HAD ALL THESE ATTRIBUTES WASN’T HE SAFE?

A. He was yet unsaved!
Acts 10:6 (Cornelius is told to send for Peter who) … shall tell thee what thou oughtest to do. (kjv)

Acts 11:14 and he will speak words to you by which you will be saved, you and all your household.
1. One can’t be saved unless he is lost.

2. Cornelius, good as he was morally and religiously, was lost!

B. How then could he be saved? How was he saved?

1. He heard the words of salvation – the gospel. (Acts 11:14)
10:33 "So I sent for you immediately, and you have been kind enough to come. Now then, we are all here present before God to hear all that you have been commanded by the Lord."

10:44 While Peter was still speaking these words, the Holy Spirit fell upon all those who were listening to the message.
11:15 "And as I began to speak, the Holy Spirit fell upon them, just as He did upon us at the beginning.”

2. He was commanded to believe 10:43 "Of Him all the prophets bear witness that through His name everyone who believes in Him receives forgiveness of sins."
3. He was granted repentance unto life (11:18) Note: Not everything that we are to do is given in every example of conversion Confess Christ, Romans 10:10
4. He was commanded to be baptized 10:48 And he ordered them to be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ. …
5. In fact, he was saved just like all others who were saved. Just like you can be saved today!
CONCLUSION You cannot be saved by morality alone!

You must obey the Gospel plan of Salvation as did Cornelius!
Hear

Believe

Repent

Confess Christ as Lord ~ Be Baptized
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