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Christ, the Supreme Head of the Church

Eph.1:22-23 And He put all things in subjection under His feet, and gave Him as head over all things to the church, which is His body, the fulness of Him who fills all in all.
Col.1:18 He is also head of the body, the church; ...
INTRODUCTION
A. There is no truth more prominent in the New Testament than the fact that Jesus is the Supreme Head of His Body, the Church.

B. There are various figures of speech used in the New Testament to picture to us the church, and Christ is Supreme in each one of them.

1. In each metaphor we see the Authority of Christ.

I. THE CHURCH IS A BODY -- 1 Cor.12:12-27; Eph.5:30 "...we are members of His body."

A. In this metaphor we see the fellowship feature of the church and the great n.t. principle of unity, harmony, peace, love, etc.
1. Just as there is harmony in the physical body, so there should be unity in the Body of Christ. Rom.12:4-5
For just as we have many members in one body and all the members do not have the same function, so we, who are many, are one body in Christ, and individually members one of another.
a. One member hurts, other members.... One member happy, other members....

2. But why is there concord in the physical body? Because every member is connected to and subject to the head, and there is only one head!

3. If all who profess to be members of Christ's body would recognize Christ as supreme -- the Supreme Head of the Church -- there would be no such things as denominations, factions, divisions .... liberals, institutional, no-class, one cup, kitchens, etc.
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B. Christ was not made head of the church until after He was raised from the dead.
1. Before His death, He acknowledged that He could do nothing of Himself (John 5:19), but after His resurrection He said,
"All authority has been given to Me in heaven and on earth." (Matt.28:18)
2. But, Christ was raised from the dead to die no more! Rom.6:9
knowing that Christ, having been raised from the dead, is never to die again; death no longer is master over Him.
Therefore Christ will never die again and relinquish His place as Head over His church to any mortal!
3. Jesus will continue to be the Head over all things to the church until He will, at His Second Coming,
"...deliver(s) up the kingdom to the God and Father,..." (1 Cor.15:24)
4. Therefore, we do not have to look to any mortal on earth as the Head of the church and any institution of which some man or woman is the head just cannot be Christ's church!

II. THE CHURCH IS A KINGDOM (Matt.16:18-19)
A. Under this metaphor we see the governmental feature of the church.

B. Christ purchased the church with His own blood (Acts 20:28)
1. Those whom He loosed from sin by His blood, He has made to be His Kingdom.

Rev.1:5-6 ...Jesus Christ... who loves us, and released us from our sins by His blood, and He has made us to be a kingdom, priests to His God and Father; ...
2. Christ purchased the church with His blood; the kingdom is comprised of those freed from sin by His blood; therefore, church and Kingdom is the same!
C. In Peter's sermon on Pentecost, he declared that God raised up Christ to sit on David's throne (Acts 2:25-36)

1. It follows that Christ is sitting on David's throne now, or else He has not been raised from the dead!
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2. If Christ is not raised from the dead, Paul declares,
"...your faith is worthless; you are still in your sins." (1 Cor.15:17)

D. The church is then a kingdom -- Christ is the King.

The church is a body, Christ is the Head.

1. We cannot do anything without being directed by Christ the King, the Supreme Head of the church!

2. The Government of the church is that of a Kingdom and each local church is autonomous 1 Peter 5:1-2
Therefore, I exhort the elders among you, as your fellow elder and witness of the sufferings of Christ, and a partaker also of the glory that is to be revealed, shepherd the flock of God among you, exercising oversight not under compulsion, but voluntarily, according to the will of God; and not for sordid gain, but with eagerness;
Gospel Anchor, vol.13 #11, Aug.1987, concerning the Boston Crossroads movement:

Concerning One Church to a City by Maurice Barnett
“Small suburban towns could be included in the urban church if they so desire, or they may elect to maintain an autonomous church in their own city. An example would be the harbor city of Cenchrea near Corinth, just seven miles away. There was a church at Cenchrea as well as at Corinth (Rom. 16:1). Cenchrea was near, but obviously a separate community from the Corinthian 'metropolis.' Liberty and charity should govern in all such matters of judgement or opinion.”
“No .evidence has been available that would prove separate congregational autonomy existed within any of these cities, or in any city, in the early church of Jesus Christ, despite the fact that there were multiple places of assembly.”
“To sum up, the church, the treasury and elders will be one in the urban area. Elders will allow and encourage assemblies anywhere and everywhere that men may gather in the name of Jesus. Congregational autonomy will begin to fade within the city. and individual congregational growth consciousness will give way to the overall growth of the urban church with all its congregations regardless of their place of assembly An occasional public meeting of all the saints in the city in the largest hall available will afford opportunity for fellowship, encouragement, evangelization and edification.”
E. At Christ's Second Coming, He will cease to be King, for He will relinquish the Kingdom to God, 1 Cor.15:24-28
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then comes the end, when He delivers up the kingdom to the God and Father, when He has abolished all rule and all authority and power. For He must reign until He has put all His enemies under His feet. The last enemy that will be abolished is death. For He has put all things in subjection under His feet. But when He says, “All things are put in subjection,” it is evident that He is excepted who put all things in subjection to Him. And when all things are subjected to Him, then the Son Himself also will be subjected to the One who subjected all things to Him, that God may be all in all.

III. THE CHURCH IS A TEMPLE - 1 Cor.3:16-17

Do you not know that you are a temple of God, and that the Spirit of God dwells in you? If any man destroys the temple of God, God will destroy him, for the temple of God is holy, and that is what you are.

A. Here we see expressed the worship feature of the church.
We are a holy priesthood to offer up spiritual sacrifices unto God (1 Pet.2:5)
B. Christ is the High Priest over the house of God.

Eph.2:21 in whom the whole building, being fitted together is growing into a holy temple in the Lord;
Heb.4:14 ... we have a great high priest ... Jesus the Son of God, ...

Heb.10:21-22 and since we have a great priest over the house of God, let us draw near with a sincere heart in full assurance of faith, having our hearts sprinkled clean from an evil conscience and our bodies washed with pure water.
C. Being High Priest, it is through Him that we approach God.

John 14:6 Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life; no one comes to the Father, but through Me."

1 Tim.2:5 For there is one God, and one mediator also between God and men, the man Christ Jesus,

D. Since it is through Him that we come to the Father, there is no part of our worship that is acceptable to God unless it is done according to the authority of Christ.

Col.3:17 And whatever you do in word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks through Him to God the Father.

1. The church should be cautious: exclude everything for which she cannot find a thus saith the Lord in the n.t.
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2. We do not worship today as did Noah, Abraham, Moses or the Israelites. Pattern for the church is in the n.t.!

E. When a congregation in n.t. times assembled for worship on the Lord's day, the brethren engaged in five distinct acts of worship, which were:

1) Lord's Supper Acts 20:7
2) Preaching Acts 20:7
3) Giving 1 Cor.16:1-2
4) Singing Eph.5:19
5) and Praying Acts 2:42
IV. THE CHURCH IS THE ARMY OF THE LORD

A. This metaphor expresses the fighting feature of the church (spiritual fighting).

B. Jesus Christ is our Commander-in-Chief.

Heb.2:10 For it was fitting for Him, for whom are all things, and through whom are all things, in bringing many sons to glory, to perfect the author (captain, kjv) of their salvation through sufferings.  ...a chief, leader, prince,Acts 5:31; a prime author, Acts 3:15; Heb.2:10; 12:2 (agl p.54)

Acts 5:31 “He is the one whom God exalted to His right hand as a Prince (or "leader") and a Savior, to grant repentance to Israel, and forgiveness of sins."

C. All Christians are soldiers in the Lord's Army.

1 Tim.1:18 This command I entrust to you, Timothy, my son, in accordance with the prophecies previously made concerning you, that by them you may fight the good fight,

1 Tim.6:12 Fight the good fight of faith; 

2 Tim.2:3-4 Suffer hardship with me, as a good soldier of Christ Jesus. No soldier in active service entangles himself in the affairs of everyday life, so that he may please the one who enlisted him as a soldier.
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Eph.6:10-17 Finally, be strong in the Lord, and in the strength of His might. Put on the full armor of God, that you may be able to stand firm against the schemes of the devil. For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the powers, against the world forces of this darkness, against the spiritual forces of wicked-ness in the heavenly places. Therefore, take up the full armor of God, that you may be able to resist in the evil day, and having done everything, to stand firm. Stand firm therefore, having girded your loins with truth, and having put on the breastplate of righteousness, and having shod your feet with the preparation of the gospel of peace; in addition to all, taking up the shield of faith with which you will be able to extinguish all the flaming missiles of the evil one. And take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God.

 D. No place in the Lord's service for a moral coward!

Judges 7:3 “Now therefore come, proclaim in the hearing of the people, saying, ‘Whoever is afraid and trembling, let him return and depart from Mount Gilead.’” So 22,000 people returned, but 10,000 remained.

E. Paul was a fighter, not a man of neutrality. He fought for his convictions

He said, "I am set for the defense of the gospel." (Phil.1:16)

1. He never gave up; never used words such as surrender or retreat.

2. Met Devil on every front. Met traitors, false brethren and false teachers. Yet he said, ." (Acts 20:24)
 “But I do not consider my life of any account as dear to myself, in order that I may finish my course, and the ministry which I received from the Lord Jesus, to testify solemnly of the gospel of the grace of God
3. So, when Paul came to the end of life's battle, he could know with assurance the outcome! 2 Tim.4:6-8

For I am already being poured out as a drink offering, and the time of my departure has come. I have fought the good fight, I have finished the course, I have kept the faith; in the future there is laid up for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will award to me on that day; and not only to me, but also to all who have loved His appearing.
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V. THE CHURCH IS A VINEYARD - Matt.20:1 “For the kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went out early in the morning to hire laborers for his vineyard.

A. In this metaphor, we see the working feature of the church.

B. In the very first verse of the Lord's parable of the Laborers (Matt.20:1) He sets forth three things:

1. Landowner went out to hire laborers for his vineyard.

a. Didn't try to scare them into his vineyard.

b. Neither will the Lord bring anyone into His service by force.

c. He is calling for volunteers; He drafts no one into His service by force.

2. The landowner went out to hire laborers for his vineyard.

a. Didn't want shirkers or loafers.

b. No place in kingdom of God for lazy man.

c. We are to be zealous of good works! (Titus 2:14)

3. The Landowner went out to hire laborers for (into kjv) His Vineyard.

a. Greek eis, "into," cf. Acts 2:38

b. So it makes a difference where the work is done -- it must be done in His Vineyard!

c. Jesus said, "Not everyone...." (Matt.7:21-23)

1) How necessary, then, it is to be in the Lord's Vineyard!

CONCLUSION ~ If you want to be: ~ member of Christ's Body ~ a citizen in His Kingdom ~ a priest (worshipper) in His Temple ~ a soldier in His Army ~ a laborer in His Vineyard ....

You Must Be In His Church! For He has no: ~ citizens outside His Kingdom ~ members outside His Body ~ priests/worshippers outside His Temple ~ soldiers outside His Army ~ laborers outside His Vineyard!

Will you respond to His gracious invitation and in obedience to His Gospel be added by His grace to His church?
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