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The Humiliation and Exaltation of Christ

TEXT Philippians 2:5-12 5Have this attitude in yourselves which was also in Christ Jesus, 6who, although He existed in the form of God, did not regard equality with God a thing to be grasped, 7but emptied Himself, taking the form of a bond-servant, and being made in the likeness of men. 8Being found in appearance as a man, He humbled Himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross. 9For this reason also, God highly exalted Him, and bestowed on Him the name which is above every name, 10so that at the name of Jesus EVERY KNEE WILL BOW, of those who are in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 11and that every tongue will confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 12So then, my beloved, just as you have always obeyed, not as in my presence only, but now much more in my absence, work out your salvation with fear and trembling;

INTRODUCTION
A. The primary teaching of the text is obvious enough, yet
B. It pictures Christ for us in such a way that it is a theme whose grandeur far surpasses my ability to adequately express, but I would like to try because it is so sublime,
I. CHRIST - BEFORE HE CAME TO EARTH
A. Existing in the form of God (2:6) who, although He existed in the form of God,...
1. Existing - continuous, “being in the form of God” kjv
2. The form of God
a. All the attributes of Deity.
b. Whatever it takes to be God John 1:1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.

B. Being on an equality with God (2:6) .... did not regard equality with God a thing to be grasped,

1. Being—
a. Expresses essential nature.
b. Not something He took, assumed or became. It was His, an essential feature of His very existence.
2. Equal with God John 1:1 (above)
Heb.l:3 And He is the radiance of His glory and the exact representation of His nature, and upholds all things by the word of His power. When He had made purification of sins, He sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high;
a. I fear too many tend to overlook or deny this.
Jesus became a man, just a man, like you and me.
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b. He was not a man only, nor a superman but equal with God, because He was Divine.
God – Not God the Father, but God, nonetheless.
1) Not a thing to be grasped
II. CHRIST - WHAT HE PECAME

A. Emptied Himself (2:7)
1. This does not mean He emptied Himself of His Deity. A man, just a man ...
2. It has been suggested that such an expression is to be understood in much the same sense as a person is to deny himself
3. When He came to earth, He did not cease to be what He was before - Deity
a. How could God cease to be?
b. He claimed Deity while on earth

John 10:30 “I and the father are one.”
5:18-23 18For this cause therefore the Jews were seeking all the more to kill Him, because He not only was breaking the Sabbath, but also was calling God His own Father, making Himself equal with God. 19Jesus therefore answered and was saying to them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, the Son can do nothing of Himself, unless it is something He sees the Father doing; for whatever the Father does, these things the Son also does in like manner. 20For the Father loves the Son, and shows Him all things that He Himself is doing; and greater works than these will He show Him, that you may marvel. 21For just as the Father raises the dead and gives them life, even so the Son also gives life to whom He wishes. 22For not even the Father judges anyone, but He has given all judgment to the Son, 23in order that all may honor the Son, even as they honor the Father. He who does not honor the Son”
c. Emptied Himself of the form of God and took on the form of man! Servant!
d. Immanuel means God with us (Matt.l:23)
B. Taking the form of a servant (2:7) Bond Servant
1. Took—not was. A new phase of His activity.
2. Implies it was voluntary, as was His death. It was not forced, John 10:18 “No one has taken it away from Me, but I lay it down on My own initiative. I have authority to lay it down, and I have authority to take it up again. This commandment I received from My Father.”
3. The form of a servant Contrast with what He might have been: a King, rich, etc.
C. Likeness of men (2:7-8)
1. Flesh and blood
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Heb.2:14 Since then the children share in flesh and blood, He Himself likewise also partook of the same, that through death He might render powerless him who had the power of death, that is, the devil;
John 1:14 And the Word became flesh, and dwelt among us, and we beheld His glory, glory as of the only begotten from the Father, full of grace and truth.

Heb.10:5 Therefore, when He comes into the world, He says, “SACRIFICE AND OFFERING THOU HAST NOT DESIRED, BUT A BODY THOU HAST PREPARED FOR ME;

Rom.8:3 For what the Law could not do, weak as it was through the flesh, God did: sending His own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh and as an offering for sin, He condemned sin in the flesh,

a. Just as He was equal with God so He became all that man is, yet He did no sin.
b. He was hungry, tired, thirsty, and tempted just as we are.
2. Rather than simply tell us how, He chose rather to share with us the struggle,
D. Why did He do this?
1. To be a perfect Savior Heb.2:9-10 But we do see Him who has been made for a little while lower than the angels, namely, Jesus, because of the suffering of death crowned with glory and honor, hat by the grace of God He might taste death for everyone. For it was fitting for Him, for whom are all things, and through whom are all things, in bringing many sons to glory, to perfect the author of their salvation through sufferings,

2. To be a perfect High Priest Heb.2:17-18 Therefore, He had to be made like His brethren in all things, that He might become a merciful and faithful high priest in things pertaining to God, to make propitiation for the sins of the people. For since He Himself was tempted in that which He has suffered, He is able to come to the aid of those who are tempted,

3. To be a perfect sacrifice Heb.10:5 Therefore, when He comes into the world, He says, “SACRIFICE AND OFFERING THOU HAST NOT DESIRED, BUT A BODY THOU HAST PREPARED FOR ME;

4. For our redemption!
E. This - His being made in the likeness of men - is an immense step.
1. Think of a man being changed into an animal! Dan.5:21 He was also driven away from mankind, and his heart was made like that of beasts, and his dwelling place was with the wild donkeys. He was given grass to eat like cattle, and his body was drenched with the dew of heaven, until he recognized that the Most High God is ruler over the realm of mankind, and that He sets over it whomever He wishes.”
4:33 “... his hair had grown like eagles’ feathers and his nails like birds’ claws.”
2. If that is a great change, how much more is it for God to become man!
3. And this He did, for us Heb 2:16 For assuredly He does not give help to angels, but He gives help to the descendant of Abraham.
4. Would you be willing to become a dog that you might die for dogs?
F. Death, even the death of the cross.
1. If His becoming man was great, and His becoming a servant is great, this is almost beyond comprehension!
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2. He did not come to reign on earth, in a literal, earthly, material kingdom, but to die.
3. Not for crimes that He did, but for ours.
4. But if death is to be humiliated, the death of the cross must be the very bottom!
a. Shame

Heb.12:2 fixing our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of faith, who for the joy set before Him endured the cross, despising the shame, and has sat down at the right hand of the throne of God.

1 Cor.1:18 For the word of the cross is to those who are perishing foolishness, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God.

b. Despised by men, and accursed and forsaken by God

Deut.21:23 his corpse shall not hang all night on the tree, but you shall surely bury him on the same day (for he who is hanged is accursed of God), so that you do not defile your land which the LORD your God gives you as an inheritance,

Matt.27:46 And about the ninth hour Jesus cried out with a loud voice, saying, “ELI, ELI, LAMA SABACHTHANI?” that is, “MY GOD, MY GOD, WHY HAST THOU FORSAKEN ME?”
5. But it cannot be emphasized enough that this He did, not for His sins, but for ours,
III. THEREFORE GOD HIGHLY EXALTED HIM (2:9) Therefore also God highly exalted Him, and bestowed on Him the name which is above every name,
A. Therefore. Having reached the very bottom, and because of His obedience.
B. God has highly exalted Him.
1. Hence, approved of God
Isa.53:11 As a result of the anguish of His soul, He will see it and be satisfied; By His knowledge I the Righteous One, My Servant, will justify the many, As He will bear their iniquities,

Rom. 1:4 who was declared the Son of God with power by the resurrection from the dead, according to the Spirit of holiness, Jesus Christ our Lord,

C. In what does this exaltation consist?
1. A name above every name,
a. Every knee must bow in His name (2:10)
1) adoration.
2) Submission and obedience.
b. A name that must be confessed by every tongue (2:11)
c. Nothing in a name?
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2. The Lordship of Christ.
a. The extent of His Lordship. Matt.28:18 And Jesus came up and spoke to them, saying, “All authority has been given to Me in heaven and on earth.”
Eph. 1:22-23 And He put all things in subjection under His feet, and gave Him as head over all things to the church, which is His body, the fulness of Him who fills all in all.

Col.2:10 … He is the head over all rule and authority;

1 Pet.3:22 who is at the right hand of God, having gone into heaven, after angels and authorities and powers had been subjected to Him.

1) Heaven. 2) Earth. 3) Under the earth,
b. This Lordship must be confessed (Phil.2:11) and that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.
1) There will be no unbelievers in Hell. By the time they get there, they will not only believe, but will have confessed!
2) Man may make this confession now for salvation, or later for damnation. But he will make it, one time or another!
3. For God’s glory. Our purpose in the world,
IV. SALVATION AND OBEDIENCE (2:12-13) So then, my beloved, just as you have always obeyed, not as in my presence only, but now much more in my absence, work out your salvation with fear and trembling; 13for it is God who is at work in you, both to will and to work for His good pleasure,

A. Our salvation - the aim of His obedience. (Heb.5:8-9) Although He was a Son, He learned obedience from the things which He suffered. And having been made perfect, He became to all those who obey Him the source of eternal salvation.

B. The greatness of His humiliation shows the momentous importance of that for which He was humiliated,
C. Work. Not in the sense of merit, earning, or deserving, but submission of our will to His.
D. Your own salvation. An individual matter,

Rom.l4:11-12 For it is written, “as i live, says the lord, every knee shall bow to me, and every tongue shall give praise to god.” So then each one of us shall give account of himself to God.

2 Cor.5:10 For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, that each one may be recompensed for his deeds in the body, according to what he has done, whether good or bad.

E. Fear and trembling.
1. Many are not saved because they have no fear
2. The greatness of the ransom shows the greatness of the danger.
3. If salvation is lost, all is lost.
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