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“A BETTER CHURCH BEGINS WITH ME”
INTRODUCTION

Someone has said ... “If you want good government, be a good citizen.” Being a good citizen means that one must be involved in and current within the activities of a specific organization. He must participate in the voting of the people and must voice their concerns {and his}. He must be a doer rather than a complainer and a stumbling block. If we want a better church .. the place to begin is with ourselves. We need to see that we are doing all we can to support the church. Jesus died for the church that it might grow and be strong. In reality-- 

“A Better Church Begins With Me.”
--If We Want This To Be A Better Church--

I. We Must Realize That Each One Of Us Is Important.

You must realize that you are important ... no matter what you can do! (Rom.12:1-3)
I urge you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies a living and holy sacrifice, acceptable to God, which is your spiritual service of worship. And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, that you may prove what the will of God is,
that which is good and acceptable and perfect. For through the grace given to me I say to every man among you not to think more highly of himself than he ought to think; but to think so as to have sound judgment, as God has allotted to each a measure of faith.

1. The key to being important within the church is to make your service ... a service of love to everyone.

2. If we have an attitude that every task is a task full of love ... nothing will be trivial ... or too elaborate.

3. When we commit ourselves to being part of the working part of the church ... we begin to grow spiritually.

4. When we have an obligation for service within the church .. we need to accomplish that task by doing the best work we can do ... always with love (Rom.12:9) Let love be without hypocrisy. … 
B. The Lord is depending on you to do your part (Eph.4:15-16).
but speaking the truth in love, we are to grow up in all aspects into Him, who is the head, even Christ, from whom the whole body, being fitted and held together by that which every joint supplies, according to the proper working of each individual part, causes the growth of the body for the building up of itself in love.
1. The Lord is depending on you and me to help the church grow and function.

2. One person or a few folks cannot do all that needs to be done.

3. It takes every one of the members of the body of Christ to do his/her part.

--If We Want This To Be A Better Church--

II. We Must Do Something For The Church.

A. You can be kind, tenderhearted, forgiving and ready to help one another

Eph.4:31 Let all bitterness and wrath and anger and clamor and slander be put away from you, along with all malice.

Gal.6:1-2 Brethren, even if a man is caught in any trespass, you who are spiritual, restore such a one in a spirit of gentleness; each one looking to yourself, lest you too be tempted. Bear one another’s burdens, and thus fulfill the law of Christ.

1. You can help the church by building up the church rather than criticizing what the church is trying to accomplish

1 Cor.10:10 Nor grumble, as some of them did, and were destroyed by the destroyer.

Heb.12:1 Therefore, since we have so great a cloud of witnesses surrounding us, let us also lay aside every encumbrance, and the sin which so easily entangles us, and let us run with endurance the race that is set before us,

B. There are congregations that are mired in the mud of conflict.

1. They are doing themselves no good and are doing the church untold harm.

2. I do not think the Lord is pleased when Christians are caught up in strife within the body of Christ.

3. One of the best ways to help the church is to guard your life daily against doing or saying anything that would bring shame or reproach on the church (Eph.5:15).
Therefore be careful how you walk, not as unwise men, but as wise,

4. We need to all pull together in the work of the Lord.

C. The work of the church is too important to be put aside because the body of Christ is in disarray.

1. If we have misunderstandings ... Christians need to iron their situations out up front and put them behind them.

2. Christ died for the church He loves. ... If we love Christ then we will love the church and do our best to see it grow.

--If We Want This To Be A Better Church--

III. We Must Invite Others To Share The “Good News.”
A. The Christian life is the best life ... the most rewarding life anyone can live.

B. A Christian is blessed with material goods as well as spiritually.

1. We have unlimited blessings if we will only look around.

C. When you bring a friend or loved one to Bible Class and worship .. you are helping that one to understand what God has provided for His people (Eph.1:3).

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places in Christ,

 D. We receive blessings in order to help us grow in the knowledge of Christ.
--If We Want This To Be A Better Church--

IV. One Of The Most Precious Blessings We Receive Is The Privilege Of Prayer. James 5:16 

Therefore, confess your sins to one another, and pray for one another, so that you may be healed. The effective prayer of a righteous man can accomplish much.

A. Prayer changes things ... if we will only seek Him in prayer.

B. We need to continually pray for wisdom and guidance to do the things He wants us to do ... Then “just do it!” 
--If We Want This To Be A Better Church--

V. A Church That Grows Is The Church That Is Truly Concerned For The Lost Mark 10:21 

And looking at him, Jesus felt a love for him, and said to him, “One thing you lack: go and sell all you possess, and give to the poor, and you shall have treasure in heaven; and come, follow Me.”
A. When we pick up the cross ... we have an obligation to Christ.

B. That obligation is to ...
Go ... Teach ... Baptize (Mat 28:19-20).
C. Our obligation is to teach “the truth” of the gospel ... demonstrate the “love” Christ has bestowed onto us .. and “lead them” to the things of the Lord with love.
--If We Want This To Be A Better Church--

VI. The Job We As Christians Have Is Not An Easy Job, But It Is Our Duty.

We should not view it as a burden, but nevertheless, as an obligation.
It will take each and everyone of us doing his/her part to the best of our abilities
1 Cor.1:10 Now I exhort you, brethren, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that you all agree, and there be no divisions among you, but you be made complete in the same mind and in the same judgment.

1. We need to be of one mind and ... joined together in this purpose.

2. We need to work hand in hand for the building of the kingdom of the Lord .. for His Glory and His honor. 
Rom.16:17 Now I urge you, brethren, keep your eye on those who cause dissensions and hindrances contrary to the teaching which you learned, and turn away from them.

asv “…divisions and occasions of stumbling,…”
CONCLUSION:

Remember: “A Better Church Begins With Me!” I N V I T A T I O N
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