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EATING AT THE KING’S TABLE
INTRODUCTION
A. No closer fellowship than the banquet table - implies equality and friendship.
B. Great privilege and honor to be asked to eat at the table of a King.

C. If we refuse, it displays an attitude of indifference and dislike for the King. Cannot Or would not refuse invitation to eat with President of U.S.!

TEXT: Luke 22: 29and just as My Father has granted Me a kingdom, I grant you 30that you may eat and drink at My table in My kingdom, …
1 Cor.10:21 ...the cup of the Lord...the table of the Lord...
I. SOME QUESTIONS ANSWERED

A. Where shall we eat? Text Then the Kingdom has been established. Indicates a family
1 Tim.3:15 but in case I am delayed, / write so that you may know how one ought to conduct himself in the household of God (family), which is the church of the living God, the pillar and support of the truth.
B. With whom shall we eat? Brothers and Sisters in Christ. Jesus said,

Luke 22:18 “…I will not drink of the fruit of the vine from now on until the kingdom of God comes."
Matt.18:20 "For where two or three have gathered together in My name, I am there in their midst."
1 Cor.l0:16-17 16The cup of blessing that we bless, is it not a participation in the blood of Christ? The bread that we break, is it not a participation in the body of Christ? 17Because there is one bread, we who are many are one body, for we all partake of the one bread.
C. When shall we eat?

Acts 2:42 And they were continually devoting themselves to the apostles' teaching and to fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer.
Acts 20:7 And on the first day of the week, when we were gathered together to break bread,...

Heb.10:25 not neglecting to meet together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one another, …
D. How shall we eat?
In a worthy manner. 1 Cor.11:27 Wherefore whosoever shall eat this bread, and drink this cup of the Lord, unworthily, shall be guilty of the body and blood of the Lord. kjv
nasb: Therefore whoever eats the bread or drinks the cup of the Lord in an unworthy manner, shall be guilty of the body and the blood of the Lord.
1. The meaning of the verse: v.28-29 But let a man examine himself, and so let him eat of the bread and drink of the cup. For he who eats and drinks, eats and drinks judgment to himself, if he does not judge the body rightly.

2. Two things involved here: Examine Self and Judge (discern) the Body.

a. Taking the last first, I view this to mean to recognize the sacrifice of the Lord upon the cross of Calvary. When we eat the bread, it is with the view in mind of His body as it hung on the tree. When we drink the fruit of the vine, it is with the view in mind of the blood shed there.

b. Regarding self-examination: barnes: Let us search and see if we have the proper qualifications— if we have knowledge to discern the Lord's body...; if we have true repentance for our sins; true faith in the Lord Jesus; and a sincere desire to live the life of a Christian, and to be like the Son of God, and be saved by the merits of His blood. Let us examine ourselves and see whether we have the right feelings of a communicant, and can approach the table in a proper manner. p.219
Note: All good, but many have the idea of being worthy to eat – No one is worthy in a sinless sense!
c. coffman: Due to the rendition in the kjv, "eateth and drinketh unworthily," many Christians have erroneously concluded that their "unworthiness" forbade their observance of the supper; but this is not true at all. The rendition here makes the meaning clear that it is not the "worthiness" of the participant which is in view, but the "worthiness" of his manner of partaking of it. Indeed, who was ever worthy to eat the flesh and drink the blood of the Son of God? The moment any man might suppose that he was "worthy" to do such a thing, the presumption itself would deny it.
Nevertheless, there is a real danger here. If any person shall partake of this solemn rite without discernment of the event it memorializes, or without regard to the obligations imposed by it, or without any consistent effort to partake of it continually and faithfully throughout his life, or until the Lord comes, or without the due reverence and appreciation due such an ordinance - then such a person becomes guilty of the body and the blood of Jesus, the meaning of this being that he, in a spiritual sense, has become a crucifier of the Lord himself.
3. In discerning (judging) the body, a lot of things might be taken into consideration:

a. No gum-chewing.
b. No playing with babies when you are not taking care of them.
c. No excessive playing with babies when you are taking care of them.
d. No talking; whispering; thinking about Saturday night's movie or date, the roast in the oven (will the preacher ever get through in time or will I have burnt roast?; How Long will the Line be at the Restaurant?, etc.

II. FOUR VIEWS

A. Introspective (looking inward; examination of one's self and thoughts
1 Cor.11:28, the specific meaning of the verse in reference to recognizing and understanding what the Bread and the Fruit of the Vine is).
2 Cor.13:5 Test yourselves to see if you are in the faith, examine yourselves! Or do you not recognize this about yourselves, that Jesus Christ is in you—unless indeed you fail the test?
This would comprehend:

a. The first principles.
b. Walking by Faith
c. Walking in the Light

d. Being led by the Spirit
e. Abiding in the Doctrine

f. Matt.5:23-24
B. Retrospective (looking back on things past).

1 Cor.11:24 and when He had given thanks. He broke it, and said, "This is My body, which is for you; do this in remembrance of Me." (cf. Luke 22:19)
1. Here our Savior employs a principle that we well know — using material elements of little or no value for memory's sake.

2. Illustration: In a home there was a gold star hanging under the picture of a young man in a khaki uniform.
To most, it was only that. To the gray-haired mother it was much more: her mind goes back across years of time to a baby in her arms. She sees him come up through childhood. Sees him as a young man; sees the day she planted a kiss on his cheek — her farewell. She remembers when word came of his untimely demise and passing. In her vision's fancy, she sees his mangled body yonder on Flanders Field, where the poppies grow, between the crosses row upon row. {Flanders Field, a u.s. military cemetery at Waregem, Belgium; men buried there died in World War I.}

3. Each one of us still has something his parents or grandparents gave him that he treasures
(Marriage Certificate). We see, then, this sentiment attached to things of little or no material value — things we cherish only for memory's sake. So it is when I come....

4. To the table with only a little bread and a little fruit of the vine.

a. No value in themselves.

b. Do not have faith in them, but I remember Calvary.
My Lord, surrounded by Jewish rabble and Roman soldiers; suspended between heaven and earth with thieves on either side. Numbered with transgressors of the vilest kind! When the sun was darkened and the earth trembled, when it seemed God turned aside. Then my Friend and my Savior died there... For Me! I ought to gladly do this, and more! For Him.

5. How can one remember Him when one's mind is filled with the affairs of this life?
a. Harvest, cotton, price of cattle, strawberries or farm machinery (ky=tobacco)?
b. The sales at the stores or the condition of the banks.
c. The next lay-off or the last wage reduction or raise.
d. Or, worse yet, a heart filled with malice and hatred.
So, one may be guilty of murder while being served at the table!
1 John 3:15 Everyone who hates his brother is a murderer; and you know that no murderer has eternal life abiding in him.

C. Proclamation view. 1 Cor.11:26a For as often as you eat this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord's death...
1. We preach the gospel when we partake of the supper; we proclaim faith in the fundamental Gospel — the death of Christ for the World!

D. Prospective view. 1 Cor.11:26b … until He comes
1. The Christian not only looks back to Calvary, but forward to His coming again.

CONCLUSION
A. Remember, Christians, the King of kings, and the Lord of lords is reigning on the right hand of the throne of God, and it is His table around which you are gathering. Remember this and the high privilege that it is - and do it worthily — in remembrance of Him.

B. To you who are not subjects of the King ... This rare and exalted privilege of eating around the King's table is yours if you will but subject yourself by obedience to His will. It is His invitation that you will begin this today, and eat with us around His table.
INVITATION
"If therefore you are presenting your offering at the altar, and there remember that your brother has something against you (rightfully against you, you have wronged someone) — leave your offering there before the altar, and go your way; first be reconciled to your brother, and then come and present your offering.”
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