THE EDIFICATION OF THE CHURCH

TEXT: Eph.4:7-16
A. What does the term edify mean? (3619, Eph.4:12; Rom.14:19) (similar 3618, 1Cor.10:23; 1Thess.5:11)
G3619 οἰκοδομή oikodomē oy-kod-om-ay' Feminine (abstraction) of a compound of G3624 (a dwelling) and the base of G1430 (to build; a roof; housetop); architecture, that is, (concretely) a structure; figuratively confirmation: - building, edify (-ication, -ing).
w.e.vine ~ Topic: Edification, Edify, Edifying

<A-1,Noun,3619,oikodome> denotes (a) "the act of building" (oikos, "a home," and demo, "to build"); this is used only figuratively in the NT, in the sense of edification, the promotion of spiritual growth (lit., "the things of building up"), Rom. 14:19; 15:2; 1 Cor. 14:3,5,12,26, e.g.; (b) "a building, edifice," whether material, Matt. 24:1, e.g., or figurative, of the future body of the believer, 2 Cor. 5:1, or of a local church, 1 Cor. 3:9, or the whole church, "the body of Christ," Eph. 2:21. See BUILDING. 

<B-1,Verb,3618,oikodomeo> lit., "to build a house" (see above), (a) usually signifies "to build," whether literally, or figuratively; the present participle, lit., "the (ones) building," is used as a noun, "the builders," in Matt. 21:42; Mark 12:10; Luke 20:17; Acts 4:11 (in some mss.; the most authentic have the noun oikodomos); 1 Pet. 2:7; (b) is used metaphorically, in the sense of "edifying," promoting the spiritual growth and development of character of believers, by teaching or by example, suggesting such spiritual progress as the result of patient labor. It is said (1) of the effect of this upon local churches, Acts 9:31; 1 Cor. 14:4; (2) of the individual action of believers towards each other, 1 Cor. 8:1; 10:23; 14:17; 1 Thess. 5:11; (3) of an individual in regard to himself, 1 Cor. 14:4. In 1 Cor. 8:10, where it is translated "emboldened," the Apostle uses it with pathetic irony, of the action of a brother in "building up" his brother who had a weak conscience, causing him to compromise his scruples; "strengthened," or "confirmed," would be suitable renderings. See BUILD, EMBOLDEN. 

B. There are three aspects of the work of the church: evangelism, edification, benevolence
C. Our text reveals:
1. That edification is a part of growing up into Christ

2. That every joint (member) has a part in this edification

3. That edification is to be done in love

D. In view, then, of the importance of edification, let us consider:

I. SOME REALMS IN WHICH WE ARE TO GROW
A. In grace and knowledge of the truth, 2 Pet.3:18
B. In the likeness of the Lord Jesus Christ. Paul speaks of “…(destroying) arguments and every lofty opinion raised against the knowledge of God, and take every thought captive to obey Christ, (2 Cor.10:5  )

C. In Christian graces and divine nature, 2 Pet.1:3-11
D. In our ability to serve and to sacrifice, Rom.12:1-2
E. In our ability to resist the evil one James 4:7; 1 Pet.5:8-10
F. In love, knowledge and judgment Phil.1:9-10
II. WHAT THIS GROWTH REQUIRES

A. A desire for the truth, 1 Pet.2:2
B. Spiritual exercise Hebrews 5:11-14; 1Tim.4:7-8
C. Action instead of neglect. “If you don’t live it, you don’t believe it.” (Paul Harvey’s favorite quote?) Heb.2:1-3
D. Study, meditation, faithfulness, Psalm 1:1-2 
E. The right spiritual diet, 2 Tim.2:14-16 
F. Purity of mind, Titus 2:11-14; Philippians 4:8
G. Prayer and communion with God, Philippians 4:6; Heb.4:14-16

III. THINGS THAT HINDER THIS GROWTH
A. Wickedness, guile, hypocrisy, etc. 1 Peter 2:1-2
B. Dullness of hearing Hebrews 5:11-14; Matthew 13:15

C. Fleshly lusts, 2 Tim.2:22
D. Foolish questions, 2 Tim.2:23
E. The love of money, 1 Tim.6:10,17-19
IV. SOME AVENUES THROUGH WHICH WE CAN EDIFY
A. Developing a greater concern for others. Phil.2:1-4
B. Personally exhorting those who need it, Heb.10:24-25 
C. Submission to local elders, Heb.13:7, 17
D. Through encouraging the weak, 1 Thess.5:12-15
E. Through worship to God Colossians 3:16; Ephesians 5:19

F. Through the teaching program of the church, 2 Tim.2:2
CONCLUSION
A. There is a crying need for edification in the church today

B. Souls who once knew God are starving in the midst of plenty.

C. When we fail to aid them we are failing in the work God has given us to do.
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