SOME CAUSES OF RELIGIOUS ERROR

TEXT: 2 Peter 3:14-18 14Therefore, beloved, since you are waiting for these, be diligent to be found by him without spot or blemish, and at peace. 15And count the patience of our Lord as salvation, just as our beloved brother Paul also wrote to you according to the wisdom given him, 16as he does in all his letters when he speaks in them of these matters. There are some things in them that are hard to understand, which the ignorant and unstable twist to their own destruction, as they do the other Scriptures. 17You therefore, beloved, knowing this beforehand, take care that you are not carried away with the error of lawless people and lose your own stability. 18But grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. To him be the glory both now and to the day of eternity. Amen.
INTRODUCTION
1. That error exists, none can deny.
James 5:20 let him know that whoever brings back a sinner from his wandering will save his soul from death and will cover a multitude of sins.
1 John 4:6 We are from God. Whoever knows God listens to us; whoever is not from God does not listen to us. By this we know the Spirit of truth and the spirit of error.
2. That Satan is responsible must be admitted.
3. That it is not pleasing to God must be conceded.
4. Need to learn to avoid error 1 Thess.5:21 but test everything; hold fast what is good.
5. Therefore, let us study some of the causes of religious error.....
I. IGNORANCE - LACK OF STUDY

A. General run of people mentally lazy!

B. Failure to study is sin. 2 Tim.2:15 Do your best (study, kjv) to present yourself to God as one approved, a worker who has no need to be ashamed, rightly handling (dividing, kjv) the word of truth.
1. Great weakness in the church today. Many do not study at home.
Think that the time spent on Sundays and Wednesdays "enough”!
2. Could overcome by studying one hour a week! (=10 min. 6 days) 1/2 hour a day! 15 minutes a day!
3. Develops spiritual appetite.
Matt.5:6 "Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they shall be satisfied.”
1 Pet.2:2 Like newborn infants, long for the pure spiritual milk, that by it you may grow up to salvation--
4. How can we expect others to study when we ourselves do not?

a. How can we hope to convert someone when we do not study?

 b. How can we expect others to know God’s Will when we do not know enough about God's word to teach?
C. Ignorance of people - even religious.

1. Leads into error. (Matt.22:23-33) v.29
23The same day Sadducees came to him, who say that there is no resurrection, and they asked him a question, 24saying, "Teacher, Moses said, 'If a man dies having no children, his brother must marry the widow and raise up children for his brother.' 25Now there were seven brothers among us. The first married and died, and having no children left his wife to his brother. 26So too the second and third, down to the seventh. 27After them all, the woman died. 28In the resurrection, therefore, of the seven, whose wife will she be? For they all had her." 29But Jesus answered them, "You are wrong, because you know neither the Scriptures nor the power of God. 30For in the resurrection they neither marry nor are given in marriage, but are like angels in heaven. 31And as for the resurrection of the dead, have you not read what was said to you by God: 32'I am the God of Abraham, and the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob'? He is not God of the dead, but of the living." 33And when the crowd heard it, they were astonished at his teaching.

2. Jews ignorant Rom.10:1-3
1Brothers, my heart's desire and prayer to God for them is that they may be saved. 2I bear them witness that they have a zeal for God, but not according to knowledge. 3For, being ignorant of the righteousness that comes from God, and seeking to establish their own, they did not submit to God's righteousness.
a. Put to death the Son of God! Acts 3:17 "And now, brothers, I know that you acted in ignorance, as did also your rulers.”
3. Failure to study, compare, "rightly divide the word of truth"

D. Willful ignorance - Don't want to know God's will! 2 Pet.3:1-7
1This is now the second letter that I am writing to you, beloved. In both of them I am stirring up your sincere mind by way of reminder, 2that you should remember the predictions of the holy prophets and the commandment of the Lord and Savior through your apostles, 3knowing this first of all, that scoffers will come in the last days with scoffing, following their own sinful desires. 4They will say, "Where is the promise of his coming? For ever since the fathers fell asleep, all things are continuing as they were from the beginning of creation." 5For they deliberately overlook this fact, that the heavens existed long ago, and the earth was formed out of water and through water by the word of God, 6and that by means of these the world that then existed was deluged with water and perished. 7But by the same word the heavens and earth that now exist are stored up for fire, being kept until the day of judgment and destruction of the ungodly.
2 Thess.2:8-12 8And then the lawless one will be revealed, whom the Lord Jesus will kill with the breath of his mouth and bring to nothing by the appearance of his coming. 9The coming of the lawless one is by the activity of Satan with all power and false signs and wonders, 10and with all wicked deception for those who are perishing, because they refused to love the truth and so be saved. 11Therefore God sends them a strong delusion, so that they may believe what is false, 12in order that all may be condemned who did not believe the truth but had pleasure in unrighteousness.
E. Ignorant not held guiltless.
1. Try to explain to the highway patrolman that you "didn't know you were supposed to stop completely at the stop sign!"
2. Man must make it a point to know God's will - Study!
II. MYSTIFYING RELIGION 2 Kings 5:11
But Naaman was angry and went away, saying, "Behold, I thought that he would surely come out to me and stand and call upon the name of the LORD his God, and wave his hand over the place and cure the leper.
A. Thrives on ignorance, superstition.

B. The Bible makes clear instead of darkening!

1. God is Light. 1 John 1:5 ...God is light, and in Him is no darkness at all.
2. Christ is Light. John 8:12 … "I am the light of the world. …”
3. God's Word gives Light. Psalm 119:105 Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path.
C. Christianity not vague, mysterious.

1. It appeals to the intellect.

2. Little appeal to emotions, mysterious. (Not say no emotions, but that emotions are not reliable – neither do we want an emotionless religion!)
a. We could go to two extremes concerning the intellect:

1) ignorance
2) worldly wisdom 1 Cor.1:18-25

18For the word of the cross is folly to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God. 19For it is written, "I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, and the discernment of the discerning I will thwart." 20Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the debater of this age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the world? 21For since, in the wisdom of God, the world did not know God through wisdom, it pleased God through the folly of what we preach to save those who believe. 22For Jews demand signs and Greeks seek wisdom, 23but we preach Christ crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and folly to Gentiles, 24but to those who are called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God. 25For the foolishness of God is wiser than men, and the weakness of God is stronger than men.
D. Concerning Emotions and Feelings:
1. Often Bible interpreted according to feelings.

2. Feelings determined by what one thinks.

3. Feelings deceptive; vary; error to follow them.
III. HOLY SPIRIT ABUSED

A. Direct operation theory.

1. Gospel is God's Power to Salvation Rom.1:16
B. Second blessing theory.

1. We will be tempted James l:2 
Count it all joy, my brothers, when you meet trials of various kinds, ~ 12Blessed is the man who remains steadfast under trial, for when he has stood the test he will receive the crown of life, which God has promised to those who love him. 13Let no one say when he is tempted, "I am being tempted by God," for God cannot be tempted with evil, and he himself tempts no one. 14But each person is tempted when he is lured and enticed by his own desire. 15Then desire when it has conceived gives birth to sin, and sin when it is fully grown brings forth death.
IV. REJECTION OF BIBLE AS ALL SUFFICIENT

A. Revelation is complete.

2 Pet.l:3 His divine power has granted to us all things that pertain to life and godliness, through the knowledge of him who called us to his own glory and excellence,
Jude 3 Beloved, although I was very eager to write to you about our common salvation, I found it necessary to write appealing to you to contend for the faith that was once for all delivered to the saints.
a. Nothing else needed. John 8:32 “and you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free."
John l7:17 “Sanctify them in the truth; your word is truth.”
B. Modern prophets; "miracle" workers; “personal/literal indwelling” of the Holy Spirit.
V. IMPROPER DIVISION LEADS TO ERROR

A. Consider to whom, when, where, why.

1. Law to Adam, Noah, Abraham, Moses?

2. To bind laws not to us is error.

B. We are under the Law of Christ now.

Gal.4:21-31 31Tell me, you who desire to be under the law, do you not listen to the law? 22 For it is written that Abraham had two sons, one by a slave woman and one by a free woman. 23 But the son of the slave was born according to the flesh, while the son of the free woman was born through promise. 24 Now this may be interpreted allegorically: these women are two covenants. One is from Mount Sinai, bearing children for slavery; she is Hagar. 25 Now Hagar is Mount Sinai in Arabia; she corresponds to the present Jerusalem, for she is in slavery with her children. 26 But the Jerusalem above is free, and she is our mother. 27 For it is written, "Rejoice, O barren one who does not bear; break forth and cry aloud, you who are not in labor! For the children of the desolate one will be more than those of the one who has a husband." 28 Now you, brothers, like Isaac, are children of promise. 29 But just as at that time he who was born according to the flesh persecuted him who was born according to the Spirit, so also it is now. 30 But what does the Scripture say? "Cast out the slave woman and her son, for the son of the slave woman shall not inherit with the son of the free woman." 31 So, brothers, we are not children of the slave but of the free woman.
Heb.10:1-10 1For since the law has but a shadow of the good things to come instead of the true form of these realities, it can never, by the same sacrifices that are continually offered every year, make perfect those who draw near. 2 Otherwise, would they not have ceased to be offered, since the worshipers, having once been cleansed, would no longer have any consciousness of sin? 3 But in these sacrifices there is a reminder of sin every year. 4 For it is impossible for the blood of bulls and goats to take away sins. 5 Consequently, when Christ came into the world, he said, "Sacrifices and offerings you have not desired, but a body have you prepared for me; 6 in burnt offerings and sin offerings you have taken no pleasure. 7 Then I said, 'Behold, I have come to do your will, O God, as it is written of me in the scroll of the book.'" 8 When he said above, "You have neither desired nor taken pleasure in sacrifices and offerings and burnt offerings and sin offerings" (these are offered according to the law), 9 then he added, "Behold, I have come to do your will." He abolishes the first in order to establish the second. 10 And by that will we have been sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all.
Acts 3:22-23 22"Men of Israel, hear these words: Jesus of Nazareth, a man attested to you by God with mighty works and wonders and signs that God did through him in your midst, as you yourselves know-- 23 this Jesus, delivered up according to the definite plan and foreknowledge of God, you crucified and killed by the hands of lawless men.”
C. wrong application of miracles

1. Example: Cornelius...
a. Visit of Angel

b. Peter's Vision
c. Holy Spirit falling
VI. USING ONE SCRIPTURE TO EXCLUSION OF OTHERS

A. John 3:16 abused
1. Made to include repentance and love
2. Why not baptism?

B. part worthless without whole
1. Faith (only?) John 3:16; Heb.11:6 And without faith it is impossible to please him, for whoever would draw near to God must believe that he exists and that he rewards those who seek him.
2. Repentance Luke l3:3 “No, I tell you; but unless you repent, you will all likewise perish.”
Acts 17:30 The times of ignorance God overlooked, but now He commands all people everywhere to repent,
3. Confession_____________________________________________________________

Matt.10:32-33 32So everyone who acknowledges me before men, I also will acknowledge before my Father who is in heaven, 33but whoever denies me before men, I also will deny before my Father who is in heaven.
Rom.10:9-10 9because, if you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. 10For with the heart one believes and is justified, and with the mouth one confesses and is saved.
4. Baptism________________________________________________________________

Mark 16:16 Whoever believes and is baptized will be saved, but whoever does not believe will be condemned.
1 Pet.3:21 Baptism, which corresponds to this, now saves you, not as a removal of dirt from the body but as an appeal to God for a good conscience, through the resurrection of Jesus Christ,
C. Thus many things necessary may not be given in one passage.
1. Crop: [needs} soil, rain, air, sun, tilling.

2. Faith only eliminates hope, prayer, love, etc.
CONCLUSION
1. God calls upon us to use common sense.

2. Must study to avoid error. If Bible is word of God, must not minimize it by perversion.

3. Do what Bible says -- leave rest to God!
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