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AN EVERYDAY RELIGION

TEXT: Acts 5:42 And EVERY DAY, in the temple and at home, they ceased not to teach and to preach Jesus as the Christ.

INTRODUCTION
A. In our everyday modern parlance we used to hear much about
"Sunday clothes" and "every-day clothes".
1. There are some people who have a sort of "Sunday religion" and not an "Everyday religion".
2. They merely put their religion on and off with their "Sunday clothes"!
B. With some people Christianity is a social thing only; to them the church is no more than a SUNDAY CLUB, just a place to go on Sunday. 1. But the religion of Jesus Christ is more than a "Sunday-go-to-meeting" religion.
C. Under the law of Moses they had daily services and sacrifices.
Ex.29:38-39 Now this is that which thou shalt offer upon the altar; two lambs of the first year day by day continually. The one lamb thou shalt offer in the morning; and the other lamb thou shall offer at even: ...
30:7-8 And Aaron shall burn thereon sweet incense every morning: when he dresseth the lamps, he shall burn incense upon it. And when Aaron lighteth the lamps at even, he shall burn incense upon it, a perpetual incense before the Lord throughout your generation.

1. These things were written for our edification.
Rom.15:4 For whatsoever things were written aforetime were written for our learning, that through patience and through comfort of the scriptures we might have hope.
2. We who are Christians constitute a priesthood.
1 Peter 2:5 ye also, as living stones, are built up a spiritual house, to be a holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices, acceptable to God through Jesus Christ.
3. We, too, are to offer daily sacrifices unto God.
Rom.12:1 I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, which is your spiritual service.

D. A DAILY RELIGION INVOLVES:
I. DAILY PRAYER
A. Under Judaism, incense was offered to the Lord daily (Ex.30:7-8, above).
1. Incense, in the book of Revelation, is but a type of prayer, 5:8
And when he had taken the book, the four living creatures and the four and twenty elders fell down before the lamb, having each one a harp, and golden bowls full of incense, which are the prayers of the saints.
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B. Daily needs mean daily prayers to the faithful Christian. Phil.4:6
In nothing be anxious; but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known unto God.

1. Thus Jesus taught His disciples to pray, "Give us day by day our daily bread" (Luke 11:3).
C. David prayed daily to the Lord.
Psa.55:17 Evening, and morning, and at noon, will I pray, and cry aloud: and he shall hear my voice. ...
88:9 Mine eye mourneth by reason of affliction: Lord, I have called daily upon thee, I have stretched out my hands unto thee.
II. DAILY BIBLE STUDY
A. Jesus said, "Ye search the scriptures, because ye think that in them ye have eternal life; and these are they which bear witness of me;"
1. Paul said, "Give diligence to present thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, handling aright the word of truth."
HOW OFTEN?
a. The noble Bereans serve as a good example for they "searched the scriptures DAILY" (Acts 17:11).
B. Our children attend public school five days during the week for nine months out of the year, to learn arithmetic, grammar and geography.
1. Yet we seem to think that they can go to Bible study for an hour once each week, or maybe twice, and learn enough about the word of God to become Christians and to remain faithful Christians.
C. We cannot "grow in grace, and in the knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ" without a daily study of God's word.
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III. DAILY EVANGELISM
A. Jesus said, "I sat daily with you teaching in the temple." (Matt.26:55)
B. The apostolic church grew bountifully because of its aggressive and daily evangelism upon the part of its members.

Acts 5:42 And every day, in the temple and from house to house, they [the apostles, v.40] kept right on teaching and preaching Jesus as the Christ. [This, after they had been FLOGGED, v.40]
Acts 8: 1And Saul was in hearty agreement with putting him to death. And on that day a great persecution arose against the church in Jerusalem; and they were all scattered throughout the regions of Judea and Samaria, except the apostles. 2And some devout men buried Stephen, and made loud lamentation over him. 3But Saul began ravaging the church, entering house after house and dragging off men and women, he would put them in prison. 4Therefore, those who had been scattered went about preaching the word.
Acts 11: 19So then those who were scattered because of the persecution that arose in connection with Stephen made their way to Phoenicia and Cyprus and Antioch, speaking the word to no one except to Jews alone. 20But there were some of them, men of Cyprus and Cyrene. who came to Antioch and began speaking to the Greeks also, preaching the Lord Jesus. 21And the hand of the Lord was with them, and a large number who believed turned to the Lord.

C. One may say, "But I have to work for a living!" – TAKE TIME OUT!!
1. While working, you can teach.
2. While traveling on bus, train, airplane, you can teach.
D. Paul said, "I ceased not to warn every one night and day with tears." (Acts 20:31)
1. What a noble example this is for all of us today to enlist in the great work of personal evangelism.
IV. DAILY EXHORTATION
A. Christians are to "Exhort one another DAILY, while it is called Today." (Heb.3:13)
1. Heb.10:25, exhort in assembly.
B. We are to recover our fellow Christians who have gone astray.
Gal.6:1 Brethren, even if a man be overtaken in any trespass, ye who are spiritual, restore such a one in a spirit of gentleness; looking to thyself, lest thou also be tempted.
Rom.15:1 Now we that are strong ought to bear the infirmities of the weak, and not to please ourselves.
I Thess.5:14 And we exhort you, brethren, admonish the disorderly, encourage the fainthearted, support the weak, be long suffering toward all.

a. It is too often the case that those weak in the faith are left to "sink or swim"\
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V. DAILY MINISTRATION
James 2: 14What use is it, my brethren, if a roan says he has faith, but he has no works? Can that faith save him? 15If a brother or sister is without clothing and in need of daily food. 16and one of you says to them. "Go in peace, be warmed and be filled"; and yet you do not give them what is necessary for their body; what use is that? 17Even so faith, if it has no works, is dead, being by itself. 18But some one may well say, "You have faith, and I have works; show me your faith without the works, and I will show you my faith by my works."

1. You and I need groceries, clothing and shelter every day.
2. As far as our ability goes, we should help care for the needs of the poor.
B. Jesus assured us that we would always have the poor with us
1. Therefore we are to "remember the poor" (Matt.26:11)
As Paul said he was "zealous" to do. (Gal.2:10)
2. This is part of "pure and undefiled religion" (James l:27).
3. Our religion should not be one of mere profession, but of action! (1 John 3:17-18)
But whoso hath the world’s goods, and beholdeth his brother in need, and shutteth up his compassion from him, how doth the love of God abide in him? My little children, let us not love in word, neither with the tongue; but in deed and truth.

VI. DAILY CROSS-BEARING
A. Jesus said, "If any man will come after me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross DAILY, and follow me." (Luke 9:23)
B. Jesus was made to be a perfect sacrifice for us through suffering.
Heb.2:10 For it became him, for whom are all things, and through whom are all things, in bringing many sons unto glory, to make the author of their salvation perfect through sufferings. ...
5:8-9 Though he was a Son, yet learned obedience by the things which he suffered: and having been made perfect, he became unto all them that obey him the author of eternal salvation.
1. Then if we hope to follow after Him we should expect some persecution. 2 Tim. 2:11-12 Faithful is the saying: For if we died with him, we shall also live with him: if we endure, we shall also reign with him: if we shall deny him, he also will deny us: ...
3:12 Yea, and all that would live godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer persecution.

2. Paul knew what it meant to suffer for Christ. 2 Cor.4:8-10; 11:23-28.
C. We love to sing about "The Old Rugged Cross", but do we love to bear it?
1. Many would wear a cross around their necks, or place one on the steeple of their church buildings, but when that becomes an emblem of suffering, they are not so eager to bear it.
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D. Jesus said, "He that taketh not his cross, and followeth after me, is not worthy of me." (Mat.10:37)
1. We should remember this the next time we sing: "Must Jesus bear the cross alone, And all the world go free? No, there's a cross for every one, And there's a cross for me."
VII. DAILY RESULTS
A. In apostolic times "the Lord added to the church DAILY such as should be saved." (Acts 2:47) The church increased in number DAILY (Acts 16:5).
B. An everyday religion will bring forth daily results.
C. It would be wonderful if we could have additions to the Lord's church at every service.
D. More wonderful it would be to have people added to the church DAILY. Why not? The gospel is still "the power of God unto salvation" (Rom.1:16).
CONCLUSION
A. Our religion ought not to be so flimsy that it couldn't stand EVERYDAY wear and tear.
B. Men are not going to be saved by sermons and sacraments on Sunday unless they are being saved on all the other days of the week by the work and service they render in the Master's cause.
C. Sometimes we hear a brother lead a "dismissal prayer": "Father, as we leave Thee for another week."
1. How much better to say, "Father, go with us where we go and abide with us where we stay."
D. What kind of religion is yours? Is it an EVERYDAY religion?
