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PARENTAL DUTIES
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INTRODUCTION
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The Sculptor
I took a piece of plastic clay,

And idly fashioned it one day;

And as my fingers pressed it still;

It moved and yielded to my will.

I came again when days were past,

That bit of clay was hard at last;

The form I gave it, still it bore,

And I could change that form no more.

I took a piece of living clay,

And gently formed it day by day,

And molded with my power and art,

A young child’s soft and yielding heart.

I came again when years were gone;

It was a man I looked upon.

He still that early impress bore:

And I could change it nevermore.

1. Children are indeed a blessing to every home.

2. However, responsibilities of parenthood accompany the blessings.

3. To be a good parent and to fulfill the responsibilities of parenthood, one must know and apply the teachings and admonitions of the Bible.

I. Every child has a right to be born under the best of conditions, i.e. as much as humanly possible.

A. Parents and prospective parents must, therefore, live good, moral lives.

B. Parents and prospective parents must plan for the responsibilities of parenthood.
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II. All Children need the following if they are to develop as they should:

A. Love – To have the capacity to love one must first be loved! 1 John 4:19

We love because He first loved us.
B. Physical, emotional and economic security.

1 Tim.5:8 But if anyone does not provide for his own, and especially for those of his household, he has denied the faith, and is worse than an unbeliever.

2 Cor.12:14 … children are not responsible to save up for their parents, but parents for their children.

C. Discipline, guidance or training.

Gen.18:19 "For I have known (chosen, acknowledged) him {Abraham}, (as My own) so that he may teach and command his children and the sons of his house after him to keep the way of the Lord and to do what is just and righteous, so the Lord may bring Abraham what He has promised him.." [Amplified Bible]
Prov.22:6 Train up a child in the way he should go, Even when he is old he will not depart from it. Prov.29:15 The rod and reproof give wisdom, But a child who gets his own way brings shame to his mother.
Eph.6:4 Fathers, do not irritate and provoke your children to anger – do not exasperate them to resentment – but rear them (tenderly) in the training and discipline and the counsel and admonition of the Lord. [Amplified Bible]
2 Tim.3:14-15 You, however, continue in the things you have learned and become convinced of, knowing from whom you have learned them; and that from childhood you have known the sacred writings which are able to give you the wisdom that leads to salvation through faith which is in Christ Jesus. 1:5 For I am mindful of the sincere faith within you, which first dwelt in your grandmother Lois, and your mother Eunice, and I am sure that it is in you as well.
Heb.12:11 All discipline for the moment seems not to be joyful, but sorrowful; yet to those who have been trained by it, afterwards it yields the peaceful fruit of righteousness.
1. Discipline is not necessarily corporal punishment.

2. Example: Swift, powerful river controlled by its banks can be productive of much good. What if it is not contained within its banks? Consider Eli and his sons.

1 Sam.2:12 Now the sons of Eli were worthless men; they did not know the lord 22-25 Now Eli was very old; and he heard all that his sons were doing to all Israel, and how they lay with the women who served at the doorway of the tent of meeting. 23And he said to them, "Why do you do such things, the evil things that I hear from all these people? 24"No, my sons; for the report is not good which I hear the lord’s people circulating. 25"If one man sins against another, God will mediate for him; but if a man sins against the lord, who can intercede for him?" But they would not listen to the voice of their father, …

1 Sam.3:10-14 Then the lord came and stood and called as at other times, "Samuel! Samuel!" And Samuel said, "Speak, for Thy servant is listening." 11And the lord said to Samuel, "Behold, I am about to do a thing in Israel at which both ears of everyone who hears it will tingle. 12In that day I will carry out against Eli all that I have spoken concerning his house, from beginning to end. 13For I have told him that I am about to judge his house forever for the iniquity which he knew, because his sons brought a curse on themselves and he did not rebuke them. 14And therefore I have sworn to the house of Eli that the iniquity of Eli's house shall not be atoned for by sacrifice or offering forever."
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D. X Opportunities to develop their own personality. However, not to be free as the wind.

E. X Opportunities to learn by doing. Of course, under the proper guidance.

F. X A feeling of respectability and importance. Results in a feeling of self-worth. Should be treated as human beings because they are. More in a moment.
III. X Parents should not provoke their children.

(Eph.6:4, previous page) X Col.3:21 Fathers, do not provoke or irritate or fret your children – do not be hard on them or harass them; lest they become discouraged and sullen and morose and feel inferior and frustrated; do not break their spirit.

X Consider a few common ways parents can provoke their children to anger:

1) X Unfavorable Comparison – have you ever heard a father angrily say to a child, “You’re just like your mother’s brother!” or “Why can’t you be like your brilliant, handsome brother?”
2) X Constant Nagging Criticism – Sister Irene Foy illustrated the point beautifully in one statement: “One may as well think to grow flowers in frost as to think of educating children in cold rebuff and constant criticism.”
3) X Punishment Out of Proportion – Children are provoked to anger when parents administer corporal punishment for insignificant misdeeds. You might spank him or send him to his room for tracking mud in, but no TV for a month?

4) X Ignoring Sincere Questions – Have you ever heard a small child asking his mother over and over a simple question, for example, in a restaurant, “May I have a milk-shake?” and the mother ignoring him coldly and completely. Finally the child makes a scene in hot childish anger. The courtesy of a mere reply perhaps could have avoided both the anger and the embarrassing scene.

5) X Backing Down On Your Word – Children have a keen sense of fair play early. When you make a habit of breaking your promise, including the promise to punish, you break his trust in you, you offend his understanding of fairness. You don’t play fair and he knows it.

6) X Not Allowing Him to Express Himself – a teacher in a Parent Education course once well advised: “Don’t always let a child have his way, but always let him have his say.” Self-expression and communication are healthy for anyone. To habitually deny it to a child is provoking him to anger.
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7) X The Complete Lack of Discipline – Authorities in child behavior affirm that all children want discipline, even though they sometimes (and usually) object. This is true whether the discipline is instructive or corrective. When parents consistently let Junior get by with misconduct, without appropriate punishment, anger may eventually build up into destructive wrath. If you don’t correct a child, you are saying, “I don’t care.” A disciplined child is a loved child.

X “Children are just little adults,” or X “adults are just little children grown up.” If you doubt it, look over the above list again and X just suppose your husband (or wife) X always compared you to someone else he didn’t like, X constantly criticized you, X ignored you, censured you unjustly, X broke his promises, X told you to shut up when you wanted to discuss a matter etc.

If this kind of treatment would provoke you to anger wouldn’t it do the same to little adults too? The golden rule is just as golden applied to disciplining children: 
X Matt.7:12 "Therefore, however you want people to treat you,

so treat them, for this is the Law and the Prophets.
IV. X Parents must teach their children right from wrong.

A. Children are not born with this knowledge, i.e. with a conscience. They have the capacity to develop one.

1. There are some who never learn right from wrong – could be parent’s fault.

B. There must be a standard – The Bible is the only safe and infallible one.

1. Children will need help to resolve conflicts from other standards.

2. Parental influence and teaching must be strong enough to influence the child to accept the parents’ standard, i.e. the Word of God!

C. X There can be no shades of right and wrong X – either black or white.

D. The standard or restraining force must be internalized, i.e. made a part of the person himself and operates from within the individual. X Prov.6:20-22
My son, observe the commandment of your father, And do not forsake the teaching of your mother; Bind them continually on your heart; Tie them around your neck. When you walk about, they will guide you; When you sleep, they will watch over you; And when you awake, they will talk to you.
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V. For children to grow up to be what God wants them to be –
Parents must set the proper examples – examples they can safely follow.

A. God wants children to honor their parents – to respect them Eph.6:2

1. This cannot be accomplished by coercion or force.

2. Parents must live honorable and respectable lives before their children.

B. God wants children to obey their parents Eph.6:1
1. We should not say, “Don’t do as I do, but do as I say.”
2. What if our children did obey our every wish, every command, and example? Would their lives be well pleasing to God?

3. Parents must be obedient themselves – obedient to the Laws of God and of men (as long as the latter does not conflict with the former).

4. Disobedience to parents is sin.

Rom.1:28-32 And just as they did not see fit to acknowledge God any longer, God gave them over to a depraved mind, to do those things which are not proper, 29being filled with all unrighteousness, wickedness, greed, evil; full of envy, murder, strife, deceit, malice; they are gossips, 30slanderers, haters of God, insolent, arrogant, boastful, inventors of evil, disobedient to parents, 31without under-standing, untrustworthy, unloving, unmerciful; 32and, although they know the ordinance of God, that those who practice
such things are worthy of death, they not only do the same, but also give hearty approval to those who practice them.
2 Tim.3:1-5 But realize this, that in the last days difficult times will come. 2For men will be lovers of self, lovers of money, boastful, arrogant, revilers, disobedient to parents, ungrateful, unholy, 3unloving, irreconcilable, malicious gossips, without self-control, brutal, haters of good, 4treacherous, reckless, conceited, lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God; 5holding to a form of godliness, although they have denied its power; and avoid such men as these.
C. God does not want our children to lie and steal. Do we, as parents, encourage them to do so? (Income tax reports; company time, money, tools; gambling; etc.)

D. Children must be taught to have proper respect for property rights of others. As parents, do we tend to destroy this respect by our attitudes and actions?

E. Children are to requite (take care of) their parents. Do we, as parents, practice the same with regard to our parents?

F. Children are to show piety (loyalty, devotion) toward their family. What about our examples, as parents?

G. God wants our children to grow up to become Christians.

1. What kind of an example do we, as parents, set before them if we refuse to become a Christian ourselves?

2. The influence of Godly parents and grandparents seen in Timothy (2 Tim.1:5; 3:14-15).
CONCLUSION


Next week’s lesson will have to do with our youth.
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