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THE IMPORTANCE OF RELIGIOUS TRAINING IN THE HOME

TEXTS:

Prov.22:6 Train up a child in the way he should go, Even when he is old he will not depart from it.

Eph.6:4 And, fathers, do not provoke your children to anger; but bring them up in the discipline and instruction of the Lord.

INTRODUCTION

A. Often we want the best of everything, but sometimes lax in giving children the best in religious training.

1. Want best food, clothes, home, auto, stereo, tv, school, etc.

2. Spiritual welfare of children often left to survival of fittest!

B. Every home should crave to be a Christian home because of its quality.

1. Qualities to be possessed by Christians: love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control (Gal.5:22-23)

C. Our text suggests that parents have a part in making children what they are.

1. It is good to remember:

a. That it is too late for tears when a child is lost.

b. Man is better satisfied doing right than wrong and we should strive to create this attitude within children (text)
c. Much of this depends upon the place the Bible has within the home.

D. In view of the importance of religious training in the home, let us consider:

I. THAT IT’S IMPORTANCE IS SEEN IN GOD'S COMMAND
A. He commanded parents to train up children right.

(text-Prov.22:6) Keil-Delitzsch, Vol.6 p.86-87: Give to the child instruction conformably to His way; So he will not, when he becomes old, depart from it.

The instruction of youth, the education of youth, ought to be conformed to the nature of youth; the matter of instruction, the manner of instruction, ought to regulate itself according to the stage of life, and its peculiarities; the method ought to be arranged according to the degree of development which the mental and bodily life of the youth has arrived at.

(Train the youth) in conformity with his nature (until it) becomes a second nature, that which is imprinted, inbred, becomes accustomed.
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THE SCULPTOR

I Took a Piece of Plastic Clay

And Idly Fashioned it One Day;

And as My Fingers Pressed it Still;

It moved and Yielded to My Will.

I Came Again When Days Were Passed,

That Bit of Clay was Hard at Last;

The Form I Gave it, Still it Bore,

And I Could Change That Form No More.

I Took a Piece of Living Clay,

And Gently Formed It Day by Day,

And Molded With My Power and Art,

A Young Child's Soft and Yielding Heart.

I Came Again When Years Were Gone;

It Was a Man I Looked Upon,

He Still That Early Impress Bore:

And I Could Change it Never More.

1. God requires parents to discipline and instruct children (Text, Eph.6:4)
Prov.22:15 Foolishness is bound up in the heart of a child; The rod of discipline will remove it far from him.

2. Of course, this is contrary to the concept of many leaned folks of today!

a. A 1977 newspaper (Beaumont Enterprise?) article stated that the thief, mugger, rapist, etc., gets his start when he is whipped at home!

b. It was contended that he is rebelling against this or that and learned violence from the whippings he received at home!

c. So, all you parents who discipline your children with a belt -- look out!

1) Of course, God's Word teaches differently!

2) The wrong kind of discipline might cause one to go wrong. Beaumont Enterprise, March 6, 1977, headline: "Battered Child Now On Trial" - Ft.Lauderdale, FL. -- 13 year-old boy charged with 2nd degree murder. He beat to death a 3 year-old girl. He was a battered child himself, beaten by his father.
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Don't be afraid of your children

By Edwin F. Patton, M.D.

There is so much talk nowadays of the generation gap, of the difference in basic philoso​phies between parents and children, of parent-child disagreements concerning standards and value judg​ments that many adults have reached the point of abrogating their responsibility as parents They live in almost perpetual fear of alienating their offspring.

As a pediatrician who has handled thousands of parents and children in more than 40 years of practice, I say flatly--don't be afraid! If you discipline your children, you will not lose their love or break their spirit or alienate them.
The best adjusted, happiest, and most loving children are the ones who are best disciplined. There is no better place to prove this statement than the office of a long-experienced pediatrician. There, the attitude and behavior of the child re​flect the family situation with unerring accuracy. It doesn't take a pediatrician five minutes to learn who runs the household.

Children don't resent discipline if it is just and reasonable; in fact, they relish it. It does not frustrate or unsettle them. On the contrary, it gives them a firm base of operation, a solid sense of belonging.

Children are people, and people are products of two factors: heredity and environment. Heredity determines what they can become; environment deter​mines what they do become. The most influential environmental factors are four: circumstances, opportunities, ex​amples, and training. Of these, training is the most important.

Babies are completely devoid of social concepts. They have no knowl​edge of right and wrong, no sense of property rights, no understanding of re​spect, conformity, justice, cooperation, or altruism. A newborn child is an ani​mal (intelligent, yes, but still an ani​mal) who reacts like an animal, and only slowly, gradually, painfully, becomes a socially-adapted human being. He has nothing within himself which will automatically fit him into the organized civilization about him. He has to learn by being taught. And in his learning process, if he gets out of line, he has to be corrected, and if he oversteps reason​able bounds, he must he punished. The animals in the forest know this much, but not too many parents.

What is discipline? I think of it as recognition and observance of the right and privileges of others. Every child has his constitutional rights and privileges, and so do those around him, but the point at which his end and the others' begin has to be delineated for him in no uncer​tain terms. He will test the limits in every direction constantly and repeatedly un​til at last he determines how far he can go. If he is not restrained, he naturally and rightfully recognizes no limits. So, if he is allowed to encroach on the rights and privileges of others without hin​drance, he has every right to believe that he is entitled to do so. It's as simple as that.

Start early

Don't be afraid to start disciplinary training early. When? At birth. Kind, but firm and indisputable discipline must begin at the moment of the baby's arrival. It must impress upon him that at first, since he is incompetent to make decisions as to what he may and may not do, and shall and shall not do, such de​cisions will be made for him,
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him, and that the privilege of making these decisions for himself is to be transferred to him only slowly and gradually, in accordance with his maturation in comprehension,dis​crimination, experience and judgment.

Parents who delay the training of their young to accept direction without quibbling are only making trouble for themselves--and their young. With each delay, the task becomes harder for both. A difficult adjustment becomes inevitable--or a state of unstable equilibrium persists. In the home, not "some day," but on the birth day, statutes must he set up and agreed upon by all concerned. A dictum handed down by one parent must never he countermanded by the other, or by a third party such as an indulgent grandparent. If it is, the child first becomes confused, then unconvinced, then crafty in playing the conflicting elements against each other for his own benefit.

All children are entitled to an ex​planation of why, but to one statement of explanation only, not the senseless repeti​tion most parents allow themselves to be trapped into. With every repetition, the order, statement, or threat loses force.

Children are great character analysts. They can recognize strength and weakness in a flash. They accept authority almost instantly without question where their instincts tell them the authority is authentic. But they flout pseudo authority, particularly the false authority of their parents. They know whether mother and dad mean it when they make threats or promises. And since too many parental threats or promises are only words, no wonder they are largely ineffectual.

Any threat or promise that is ever made to a child must be lived up to the absolute letter. Otherwise, the child will lose all respect for the authority of the maker and to have his own way, will re​fuse, or whine, or stall indefinitely until exasperation sets in. When authority is questionable, every issue becomes a con​test of wills between child and parent. And since the child has nothing else to do with his time, he has everything to gain, and nothing to lose by holding out endlessly. His endurance is much greater than an adult's. If his persistence wins for him, he gains confidence for the next encounter, plus the logical deduction that he is entitled to win the next bout since he was successful before.

Don't be afraid to punish kids if their behavior justifies it. Kids arc elemental, selfish, ruthless; but they are genuine, honest and just.

They recognize, accept, and appreci​ate a sound code of discipline. Merited punishment does not make them fall into that theoretical state which our permis​sive school of psychologist so harps on: insecurity. Children gain security, in fact, because they gain a firm knowledge of just where they stand and what they can and cannot expect of the world.
Parade Magazine, May 5, 1969
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To Spank or Not to Spank?

Leslie Diestelkamp

1. First, consider some negatives: Solomon said, "He that spareth his rod hateth his son" and "A child left to himself bringeth his mother to shame" (Prov. 13:24; 29:l5). Many parents may have loved their children much, but they may have loved them unwisely. Some seem to think they show their love by permitting almost anything the child desires and by granting almost every request. They seem to think that love for the child requires that the parent overlook all wrong-doing and ignore every misdemeanor. But in God's sight, such parental conduct is a demonstration of hatred for the child, not love.

2. Next let us consider some positives: Again Solomon said, "He that loveth him chasteneth him betimes" (Prov.13:24). "Chasten thy son while there is hope, and let not thy soul spare for his crying" (Prov.19:18). Then he said, "Train up a child in the way he should go: and when he is old he will not depart from it" (Prov.22:6). We must not decline our obligation to correct the course of a child's life.

Application Principles

Punishment, including spanking, is not very beneficial, in and of itself, unless it is administered with the right attitude and accompanied with the right action by the parents. For instance:

1.
Punishment should be, as nearly as possible, im​mediate. A child, especially a small one, will not benefit by a delayed action. It is quite vain to delay the punish​ment and expect the child to get the lesson just because you remind him of what it is for.

2. Punishment needs to be certain. That is, a child needs to know what to expect if he is disobedient. If the parent is vacillating, sometimes punishing and sometimes ignoring the matter, then the real benefits of discipline are mostly lost. A spirit of risk--of the thrill of risking--may indeed develop if the child thinks he may disobey without punishment.

3.
Of course punishment must be fair and reasonable. A child may be "provoked to wrath" (Eph.6:4) if he is punished unjustly and if he is abused. (I hasten to add he needs to be hurt. If he is laughing all the while, you have failed to punish at all. But this hurt must not be cruel, inhumane treatment.) Most of all, he must be made to see that he deserves such punishment!

4.
Yes, if he is disobedient, spank him, good! It ought to hurt him worse than it does you! Then, do not apologize for what you have done. Rather, let him have time to cry--and to submit. Then, when he shows remorse, as he surely will if he has been trained properly, smile with him or cry with him if the cir​cumstance demands such, and take him into your arms in reconciliation.

We must recognize that each child is an individual and each one must be handled in the wisest way for him. ... Among children in a family, while still recognizing individual natures, fairness demands that all be treated equally. What a pity it is to see several children grow up with excellent guidance and then see the last child, the baby, spoiled rotten! And sometimes when this occurs, even the older ones are "turned off" by the pampering of the baby brother or sister.

Page Six                                           Importance of Religious Training in the Home                                            S 97D

Finally, remember that an ounce of punishment is worth a pound of threats. Actually, threats only serve to harden the children and to instigate more trouble. I can remember when my children were young and the family traveled long distances, sometimes they became too noisy or quarrelsome while confined to such close quarters so long. Then I would say, "If you don't get quiet, I'll let you walk a while." Of course they knew that I would not put them out on the highway! So my threat was an empty, useless one. Usually it was better to get them involved in some travel game or otherwise divert their attention from the little problem that caused the turmoil.

Meaningless Rules

Every discerning parent knows that there must be some rules in every family circle. And parents must have the ability and the wisdom to make the rules and to enforce them. But rules that are made but not en​forced become counter-productive--they do harm, not good. If you tell Johnny, "No, you can't watch that horror show on t.v." you should be prepared to require his obedience. If he can throw a tantrum and get by with it, and turn the t.v. on while you cry and whine and scold, you have lost that much of his respect. Do not make rules you do not intend to enforce.
Love your children; love them with a pure heart, but with a strong will that does not yield to childish rebellion. With sincere love, bind up the wounds in their bodies and in their hearts. Love them instantly and constantly, love them openly and affectionately, and then love them with the integrity and strength that will produce the kind of children that will be altogether loveable even long after they are no longer toddlers beneath your feet.

B. Domestic responsibilities and right living are to be taught. (Titus 2)
C. No home can fulfill its function in the absolute sense and fail to instruct children in the ways of God!

II. THAT ITS IMPORTANCE IS SEEN IN EXISTING CONDITIONS

Charts on PowerPoint
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HOW TO RAISE A DELINQUENT

[image: image1.jpg]


The following suggestions are almost certain to get results Be sure that you:

1. Never take account of the whereabouts of your child.

2. Pay no attention to disrespect from your child, either for you or others.

3. Forget about your example, The kids will get their bad habits from somebody else if they don't get them from you.

4. Never give your child any work to do. Let him grow up feeling that life is just a bowl of cherries, Just one big "ba11".

5. Avoid discipline at all costs. Take his side when your com​panion tries to discipline him.

6. Let your child begin steady dating at a very early age. Give him the family car and let him stay out as late as he pleases

7. Pay no attention to the kind of literature he is reading or the movies he sees.

8. Let him make his own decisions regarding attendance at Bible study and worship. If you try to encourage him to develop spiritually he may grow tired of spiritual activity and never go when he grows up.

9. Ignore poor taste in his or her dress or hair-style. A "Hollywood Flat-Top" will make him look worldly wise, Tight clothes and some kinds of dyed hair speak a rather eloquent message, as well as high skirt lines--somebody will "get the message."

10. Encourage him to take up every nonsensical fad that comes along. That way he will feel that he is one of the gang--he really belongs.

11. Never impress him or her with the propriety of good manners. -- Somebody might think him or her a "square."

12. Take his boisterous, destructive behavior for granted. Vandalism is just a phase.

13. Laugh at smutty Jokes he brings home from the gang. The fact that he concentrates on filth doesn't mean he is really bad.

14. Give him plenty of money for liquor and cigarettes. You don't want your son to have to "bum", do you?

15. Ignore reports of your child's dancing, promiscuous petting or gambling. Why bother? Everybody's doing it these days.

16. Never open your home to your children's friends, they will find some place to go. They might break some dishes or scratch the furniture if you should invite them to your home.

17. Forget about his or her spiritual de​velopment. You feed, clothe and educate him. What more could be expected?

18. Let him or her use the car without checking to see who is going along for the ride or without being too concern​ed about an occasional speeding ticket.

19. Show him by example that it is "smart" to try to violate a few laws without getting caught, After all, it is really getting caught that is bad.
mothers and fathers, give a lot of thought to these observations. it just might save you some grief--not to mention your child. --Ernest A. Finley
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III. THAT ITS IMPORTANCE IS SEEN IN BIBLE EXAMPLES


Judges 2:6-13 When Joshua had dismissed the people, the sons of Israel went each to his inheritance to possess the land. And the people served the Lord all the days of Joshua, and all the days of the elders who survived Joshua, who had seen all the great work of the Lord which He had done for Israel. Then Joshua the son of Nun, the servant of the Lord, died at the age of one hundred and ten. And they buried him in the territory of his inheritance in Timnath-heres, in the hill country of Ephraim, north of Mount Gaash.And all that generation also were gathered to their fathers; and there arose another generation after them who did not know the Lord, nor yet the work which He had done for Israel. Then the sons of Israel did evil in the sight of the Lord, and served the Baals, and they forsook the Lord, the God of their fathers, who had brought them out of the land of Egypt, and followed other gods from among the gods of the peoples who were around them, and bowed themselves down to them; thus they provoked the Lord to anger. So they forsook the Lord and served Baal and the Ashtaroth.


Contrast Eli's sons and Samuel

Eli's Sons

1 Samuel 2:12 Now the sons of Eli were worthless men; they did not know the Lord. 17 Thus the sin of the young men was very great before the Lord, for the men despised the offering of the Lord. 22-25 Now Eli was very old; and he heard all that his sons were doing to all Israel, and how they lay with the women who served at the doorway of the tent of meeting. And he said to them, “Why do you do such things, the evil things that I hear from all these people? No, my sons; for the report is not good which I hear the Lord’s people circulating. If one man sins against another, God will mediate for him; but if a man sins against the Lord, who can intercede for him?” But they would not listen to the voice of their father, for the Lord desired to put them to death.

Samuel

1 Samuel 1:27-28 “For this boy I prayed, and the Lord has given me my petition which I asked of Him. So I have also dedicated him to the Lord; as long as he lives he is dedicated to the Lord.” And he worshiped the Lord there."

1 Samuel 2:11 Then Elkanah went to his home at Ramah. But the boy ministered to the Lord before Eli the priest. 18-19 Now Samuel was ministering before the Lord, as a boy wearing a linen ephod. And his mother would make him a little robe and bring it to him from year to year when she would come up with her husband to offer the yearly sacrifice. 26 Now the boy Samuel was growing in stature and in favor both with the Lord and with men. 3:10 Then the Lord came and stood and called as at other times, “Samuel! Samuel!” And Samuel said, “Speak, for Thy servant is listening.” 19-20 Thus Samuel grew and the Lord was with him and let none of his words fail. And all Israel from Dan even to Beersheba knew that Samuel was confirmed as a prophet of the Lord.


The training that Moses evidently had received. Heb.11:24-26 By faith Moses, when he had grown up, refused to be called the son of Pharaoh’s daughter; choosing rather to endure ill-treatment with the people of God, than to enjoy the passing pleasures of sin; considering the reproach of Christ greater riches than the treasures of Egypt; for he was looking to the reward.

His mother must have taught him well the short time she had him. She must have taught him that there were riches more important than worldly riches!
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Paul's statements to Timothy show that Timothy was well trained.

2 Tim.1:5 For I am mindful of the sincere faith within you, which first dwelt in your grandmother Lois, and your mother Eunice, and I am sure that it is in you as well. 3:15 and that from childhood you have known the sacred writings which are able to give you the wisdom that leads to salvation through faith which is in Christ Jesus.

the bad example
He whipped his boy for lying,

And his cheeks were flaming red.

And of course there's no denying

There was truth in what he said... 

That a liar's always hated.

But the little fellow knew

That his father often stated

Many things that were untrue.

He caught the youngster cheating

And he sent him up to bed,

And it's useless now repeating

All the bitter things he said.

He talked of honor loudly,

As a lesson to be learned,

And forgot he'd boasted proudly

Of the cunning tricks he'd turned.

He heard the youngster swearing,

And he punished him again...

He'd have no boy as daring

As to utter words profane.

Yet the youngster could have told him,

Poor, misguided little elf,

That it seemed unfair to scold him

When he often cursed, himself.

All in vain is splendid preaching,

And the noble things we say,

All our talk is wasted teaching

If we do not lead the way.

We can never, by reviewing

All the sermons on the shelves,

Keep the younger hands from doing

What we often do ourselves.

—Author unknown via Plalnfield, Ind. Bulletin

THE EDUCATION OF JOHNNY Q. MUDDLE

(OR THE EVOLUTION OF A CHEATER)
When he was 6 years old, he was with his father when they were caught speeding, His father handed the of​ficer a $5 bill with his driver's license, "It’s ok, son," his father said as they drove off, "everybody does it."

When he was 8, he was permitted at a family council, presided over by Uncle George, on the surest means to shave points off the income tax return. "It’s ok, kid," his uncle said, "everybody does it."

When he was 9 his mother took him to his first thea​ter production. The box office man could not find any seats until his mother discovered an extra two dollars in her purse. "It’s ok, son," she said, "everybody does it."

When he was 12, he broke his glasses on the way to school. Aunt Francine persuaded the insurance company they had been stolen and she collected $27. "It's ok," she said, "everybody does it."

When he was 15, he made right guard on the high school football team. His coach showed him how to block and at the same time grab the opposing end by the shirt so the official couldn’t see it. "It’s ok," said the coach, "everybody does it."
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When he was 19, he was approached by an upper class​man who offered him the test answers for $3, "It’s ok," the recruiter said, "everybody does it."

JOHNNY WAS CAUGHT AND SENT HOME IN DISGRACE!

"How could you do this to your mother and me?" his father asked. "You never learned anything like this at home." His aunt and uncle were also shocked.
"The youth of today are failing," said the psychia​trist. "They refuse to distinguish right from wrong."

"More than 50% of our students are cheats." said the educator. "It’s shameful the way young people carry on today."
"The youth of today are setting a pattern that is alarming," said the sociologist.
"Tch, tch," said the moralist.
"We got those bums cleaned out," said the Commandant of the academy, "and now we can walk tall."
IF THERE'S ONE THING THE ADULT WORLD CAN'T STAND, IT'S A KID WHO CHEATS!
Training Our Children

Editor’s Note: For Parents – Especially those who are “too busy” to train their children. Are they too busy to read this?

Three months ago I sat in a .court and heard a judge say, "20 years." He was pronouncing sentence on my 21 year old son, a punishment for drinking, gambling and robbery which ended in the shooting and near-death of a man.
The sentence might have been less, but my son took a sneering, defiant attitude all through court, ridicul​ing every law-officer who spoke to him. But the crowning, shocking climax came when the judge sternly asked, "Young man, don’t you believe in God?" He laughed long and loud as he said, "God? Who's that?" Every eye in the courtroom turned to look at me.

I went to Sunday school when I was small and learned all about God. After I was married I decided to go again and take my children. I could not persuade my husband to go, but the children and I went regularly for a year. Then I skipped two or three and then we went only on special days.

Soon, I joined a bowling team that competed on Sunday afternoons. I couldn't go to church and get ready to leave in time to bowl, and bowling was such fun!
If I had those years to live over! Night after night, since that court trial, I have walked the floor with the words, "God? Who’s that?" echoing in my ears.

My son was 13 the Sunday the po​lice came as I was leaving with my bowling bag. I waited impatiently while he told me my son had been caught breaking a 
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window just the night before. I practically forgot it and went on my merry may. By now the church was a thing of the past. The years went by—to end up in a court room.

When I think of the wasted years of "having fun" instead of meeting God at his appointed place, I am sick with shame. I'm trying to make res​titution by urging other people to go.

So many say they do not believe in making a child go to church if he does not want to go, but how many would go to school if they were not made to go? Ask any child that ques​tion.

(Author Unknomn; University Heights bulletin, Lexington)


“Walk a little plainer, daddy,"

Said a little boy so frail.
"I'm following in your footsteps,

And I don't want to fail.
Sometimes your steps are very plain,

Sometimes they are hard to see,
So walk a little plainer, daddy,

For you are leading me."
“I know that once you walked this way,

Many, many years ago,
And what you did along the way,

I'd really like to know.
For sometimes when I'm tempted,

I don't know what to do.
So walk a little plainer, daddy,

For I must follow you.”

"Some day when I will have grown up,

You are like I want to be,
Then I will have a little boy,

Who will want to follow me.
And I would want to lead him right,

And help him to be true,

So walk a little plainer, Daddy,

For we must follow you.”

To get his good night kiss, he stood

Beside my chair one night,

And raised his eager face to me,

A face with love alight.

And as I gathered in my arms

The son God gave to me,

I thanked the lad for being good,

And hoped he'd always be.

His little arms crept 'round my neck,

And then I heard him say

Four simple words I shan't forget,

Four words that made me pray.

They turned a mirror on my soul,

On secrets no one knew,

They startled me, I hear them yet--

He said, "I'll be like you."

--unknown
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