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RESPONSIBILITIES IN THE HOME

INTRODUCTION
A. God intended that the husband and wife to be one. Matt.19:5-6

and said, ‘For this cause a man shall leave his father and mother, and shall cleave to his wife; and the two shall become one flesh’? Consequently they are no longer two, but one flesh. What therefore God has joined together, let no man separate.”
B. There are three divinely ordained institutions, each of which has its responsibilities.

1. The church in which each member has his part to do. Eph.4:15-16

but speaking the truth in love, we are to grow up in all aspects into Him, who is the head, even Christ, from whom the whole body, being fitted and held together by that which every joint supplies, according to the proper working of each individual part, causes the growth of the body for the building up of itself in love.
2. The government whose laws we must obey. Romans 13
3. The home in which each member has responsibilities.

C. In this lesson we are concerned only with the responsibilities within the home.

I. THE RESPONSIBILITES OF THE FATHER AND HUSBAND

A. As a husband he is to love his wife; provide and care for her -- she is the weaker vessel.

Eph.5:23 ...the husband is the head of the wife... 25 Husbands, love your wives,... 28 ...husbands ought to love their wives as their own bodies. He who loves his wife loves himself. 29 After all, no one ever hated his own body, but he feeds and cares for it,... (niv)
B. As a husband and father, he must provide. 1 Tim.5:8
But if anyone does not provide for his own, and especially for those of his household, he has denied the faith, and is worse than an unbeliever.

1. He must provide material necessities, but not to the neglect of home-life and...

2. He must also provide spiritual necessities to be the proper kind of father.

C. As a father he has an obligation to his children. Eph.6:4
And, fathers, do not provoke your children to anger; but bring them up in the discipline and instruction of the Lord.

KIDS UNDER CONSTRUCTION --Wilson Adams

Whatever happened to uncluttered and simple lives? It seems like only yesterday life was slower and more relaxed in our Little House on the Prairie. Welcome to the brink of the
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twenty-first century! Pa Ingalls wouldn't believe his eyes. Walnut Grove has changed a lot since they added the Pizza Hut, the 7-Eleven, multi-lane interchanges, automatic teller machines, personal computers and Big Macs. Life will never again be like it once was.
We enjoy the benefits and conveniences of modern living to be sure, but we also suffer the inevitable consequences of fast-paced lifestyles and haggard sched​ules. Help for the hurried home is a priority need for modern families. And who doesn't need it? We are always in a rush, always on the move, always out of breath, always exhausted and overly stressed. Ours is a love affair with haste and hurry. We live for the imme​diate and sacrifice the permanent. And our families suffer.

Slow Down! (Song: I’m in a hurry and don't know why, I rush and rush....lab) Life is too short to rush through like a mad-man on a fast-laned freeway. Have some fun with your family. Relax. Learn to love your kids - I said: Learn To Love Your Kids!

One thing that impresses me about Jesus was that He was always busy. In fact, there never was anyone any busier than He. But one never gets the feeling when studying the life of Christ that He ever hurried, that He ever had to play "catch up ball," or that He was ever taken by surprise. He maximized His time, managed it well and left Himself adequate amounts for prayer, meditation and private teachings. And he never got so busy that He didn't have time for the little ones

"Then some children were brought to Him so that He might lay His hands on them and pray; and the disciples rebuked them. But Jesus said, Let the children alone, and do not hinder them from coming to Me; for the kingdom of heaven belongs to such as these'" (Matt.19:13-14).
Moms and Dads - we have got to do a better job raisin our kids! Materialism, crowded schedules, work​ing mothers, power hungry yuppie fathers are all factors that are killing our kids. Look around... WE'RE LOS​ING OUR CHILDREN! That has got to be the major issue before us.

May I speak frankly with you fathers? Do you feel adequate as a father? I readily confess that I don't. Sometimes I feel so inadequate, so insufficient, so filled with failure. But one thing I am sure of and that is the need to communicate daily my love to my children. Love demands communication. And communication demands expression. You pick up that child in your arms and tell him that your greatest claim to fame in all the world is that you're his daddy. And if you do that, he'll forgive your stupid blunders, he'll overlook you're imperfections and see past your mistakes because you have communi​cated your love through expression. Dads, are you com​municating love to your kids? Are you expressing it Daily?

Another area where we fathers (and mother, too, blow it is that we expect too much out of our kids too soon. We demand perfection and practice the fine art of constant fault-finding. I came across the following piece not long ago and it touched my heart as I hope it will yours.      I do not know who wrote it. But it tells a story that many of us fathers are too familiar with. Read it carefully and I think you may find someone in it you know....

Listen, Son!
Listen, son; I am saying this to you as you lie asleep, one little paw crumpled under your cheek and the blond curls sticking on your damp forehead. I have stolen into your room alone. Just a few minutes ago, as I sat reading my newspaper, a hot stifling wave of remorse swept over me. I could not resist. Guiltily I came to your bedside.
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These are the things I was thinking, son. I have been cross to you. I scolded you as you were dressing for school because you gave your face merely a dab with the towel. I took you to task for not cleaning your shoes. I called out angrily when I found you had thrown some of your things on the floor.

At breakfast I found fault, too. You spilled things. You gulped down your food. You put your elbows on the table. You spread butter too thick on your bread. And as you started off to play and I made for the office, you turned and waved a little hand and called, "Good-bye, Daddy," and I frowned and said in reply, "Hold your shoulders back!"

Then it all began all over again in the afternoon. As I came up the hill I spied you, down on your hands and knees playing marbles. There were holes in your trouser knees. I humiliated you before your friends by making you march ahead of me into the house. Clothes are expensive and if you had to buy them you would be more careful. What wise logic from your father!

Do you remember, later, when I was reading how you came in softly, timidly with a sort of hurt, haunted look in your eyes? When I glanced up over the paper, impa​tient at the interruption, you hesitated at the door. "What is it you want?" I snapped.

You said nothing, but ran across the room and in one tempestuous plunge threw your arms around my neck and kissed me again and again, and your small arms tightened with affection that God had set blooming in your heart and which even neglect could not wither. And then you were gone. Patterin' up the stairs.

Well son, it was shortly afterwards that my paper slipped from my hands and a terrible, sickening fear came over me. Suddenly I saw myself as I really was and in my horrible selfishness I felt sick at my heart.

What had habit been doing to me? The habit of complaining, finding fault and reprimanding - all of these were my rewards to you for being a boy. It was not that I did not love you; it was just that I expected so much of youth. I was measuring you by the yardstick of my own years.

And there was so much that was good, and fine and true in your character. You did not deserve my treat​ment of you, son. The little heart in you was as big as the dawn itself over the wide hills. All of this was shown by your spontaneous impulse to rush in and kiss me goodnight. Nothing else matters tonight, son. I have come to your bedside in the darkness, and I have knelt there, choking with emotion and so ashamed.

It is a feeble atonement, for I know you would not understand these things if I told them to you in your waking hours, yet I must say what I am saying. I must burn sacrificial fires alone here at your bedside and make full confession.
And I have prayed for God to strengthen me in my new resolve. Tomorrow I will be a real daddy! I will chum with you and suffer when you suffer and laugh when you laugh. I will bite my tongue when impatient words come. I will keep saying as if it were a ritual: He is just a boy -- a little boy.

I am afraid I have visualized you as a man. Yet, I see you now, son, crumpled and weary in your bed. I see that you are still a baby. Yesterday you were in your mother's arms; your head on her shoulder. I have asked too much, too much.

Dear boy! Dear little son! A penitent kneels at your infant shrine here in the moonlight. I kiss the little fingers and the damp forehead; and if it were not for waking you up, I would snatch you up and crush you to my breast. I love you son, I really do love you. ....
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* * * *

God help me to slow down; to take a renewed look at my priorities; to not expect too much too soon; to not be a constant fault-finder and impatient perfectionist and most of all, God Help Me To Love My Kids!
Searching The Scriptures, Vol.29, #7

II. THE RESPONSIBILITES OF THE WIFE AND MOTHER

A. She should be a keeper at home. Titus 2:5

nasb(...(to be) workers at home,...; niv(...to be busy at home,...; gl( home worker; esv( working at home
1. There is a need today for wives and mothers in the home!

2. Home has become a sort of air base into which children fly to refuel and then take off again.

3. Should be the center of activity. Many have turned recreational activities over to the church and have not made the home what it should be.

B. She has certain responsibilities to her husband and husband to her cf. 1 Cor.7
1. Sometimes fornication is the result of a wife's or husband's neglect.

2. Sometimes wives neglect husband for a child or husband neglects wife for his work.

a. But the wife is responsible both toward her child and her husband.

b. And the husband is responsible both toward his wife and his work. (etc.)

C. She has a responsibility of teaching children. 2 Tim.3:15
and that from childhood you have known the sacred writings which are able to give you the wisdom that leads to salvation through faith which is in Christ Jesus.

1. The woman is to be busy at home (Titus 2:5 niv).
2. She is to manage her home (1 Tim.5:14 niv) or be a mistress of a house (gi).
, the master or head of a house or family, Matt.10:25; 13:27, 52, et al.

, ... to be master of a household; to occupy one's self in the management of a household, 1 Tim.5:14. (agl p.283)

3. Children should be taught obedience and respect for elders, for if allowed to disobey parents (grandparents, teachers, others older), they will disobey the laws of the land and the laws of God. 
4. Child is born with blank mental capacity and parents must train in right way. Prov.22:6

Train up a child in the way he should go, Even when he is old he will not depart from it.
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a. Husband (Father), Wife (Mother) = Together! Work together, say what you mean and mean what you say. Don't contradict one another in front of children. Don't one say one thing and child goes to the other who says something else!

C. As a wife she should be a good example and be submissive. Husbands are to love their wives and treat them properly. 1 Peter 3:1-9

1Likewise, wives, be subject to your own husbands, so that even if some do not obey the word, they may be won without a word by the conduct of their wives-- 2when they see your respectful and pure conduct. 3Do not let your adorning be external--the braiding of hair, the wearing of gold, or the putting on of clothing-- 4but let your adorning be the hidden person of the heart with the imperishable beauty of a gentle and quiet spirit, which in God's sight is very precious. 5For this is how the holy women who hoped in God used to adorn themselves, by submitting to their husbands, 6as Sarah obeyed Abraham, calling him lord. And you are her children, if you do good and do not fear anything that is frightening. 7Likewise, husbands, live with your wives in an understanding way, showing honor to the woman as the weaker vessel, since they are heirs with you of the grace of life, so that your prayers may not be hindered. 8Finally, all of you, have unity of mind, sympathy, brotherly love, a tender heart, and a humble mind. 9Do not repay evil for evil or reviling for reviling, but on the contrary, bless, for to this you were called, that you may obtain a blessing.

Proverbs 31:10-31 Each verse begins "...with a consecutive letter of the Hebrew alphabet: ver.10 (Heb.) aleph; ver.11 (Heb.) beth;" (etc.) (Clarke)

10An excellent wife (virtuous woman kjv), who can find? For her worth is far above jewels (rubies kjv, Better: pearls Barnes). 11The heart of her husband trusts in her, And he will have no lack of gain (no need of spoil kjv; Better: no lack of gain, Barnes). 12She does him good and not evil All the days of her life. 13She looks for wool and flax, And works with her hands (Lit., palms) in delight. (or, willingly) 14She is like merchant ships; She brings her food from afar. 15She rises also while it is still night, And gives food to her household, And portions (or prescribed tasks) to her maidens. 16She considers a field and buys it; From her earnings (Lit., the fruit of her palms) she plants a vineyard. 17She girds herself (Lit.,loins) with strength, And makes her arms strong. 18She senses that her gain is good; Her lamp does not go out at night. 19She stretches out her hands to the distaff, And her hands (Lit., palms) grasp the spindle (Distaff and spindle to make thread. Spinning wheel replaced these). 20She extends her hand to the poor (Lit., spreads out her palm); And she stretches out her hands to the needy. 21She is not afraid of the snow for her household, For all her household are clothed with scarlet ("double garments" as scarlet is double-dyed --  Clarke). 22She makes coverings for herself (she maketh herself coverings of tapestry kjv; she prepareth for herself pillows [or mattresses] k-d); Her clothing is fine linen (silk kjv; fine linen better, Barnes) and purple. 23Her husband is known in the gates, When he sits among the elders of the land. 24She makes linen garments and sells them, And supplies (Lit., supplies) belts to the tradesmen (Lit., Canaanites). 25Strength and dignity are her clothing, And she smiles at the future (Lit., latter days. kjv(shall rejoice in time to come). 26She opens her mouth in wisdom, And the teaching (Lit., law). of kindness is on her tongue. 27She looks well to the ways of her household, And does not eat the bread of idleness. 28Her children rise up and bless her; Her husband also, and he praises her, saying: 29“Many daughters have done nobly (virtuously, kjv; bravely, k-d), But you excel them all.” 30Charm is deceitful and beauty is vain, But a woman who fears (or, reverences). the Lord, she shall be praised. 31Give her the product (Lit., fruit). of her hands, And let her works praise her in the gates.
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III. THE RESPONSIBILITIES OF CHILDREN IN THE HOME

A. They are to be obedient to parents. Don't go to the other parent for permission when one has denied that permission.

Col.3:20 Children, be obedient to your parents in all things, for this is well-pleasing to the Lord.

Eph.6:1-4 Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for this is right. honor your father and mother (which is the first commandment with a promise), that it may be well with you, and that you may live long on the earth. And, fathers, do not provoke your children to anger; but bring them up in the discipline and instruction of the Lord.

B. They are not to lightly consider the instruction of parents. Prov.6:20-22

My son, observe the commandment of your father, And do not forsake the teaching of your mother; Bind them continually on your heart; Tie them around your neck. When you walk about, they will guide you; When you sleep, they will watch over you; And when you awake, they will talk to you.

C. They are to honor parents, that they may have a long life (cf., Eph.6:1-3)

1. Honor: , ...to estimate in respect of worth; to hold in estimation, respect, honour, reverence, ...; to honour with reverent service, ...; to treat with honour, manifest consideration towards, ...; to treat graciously, visit with marks of favour,...; ... (AGL p. 405)

2. Long Life or live long originally had reference to their life in the land of promise (Deut.5:16). God promised the Israelites they could possess the land for an eternal inheritance, as long as they obeyed Him. Parents were to teach the law to their children (Deut.6:4-9), thus the children would know the Law and enjoy long life in the Promised Land.

Deut.27:16 ‘Cursed is he who dishonors his father or mother.’...

Exodus 21:17 “And he who curses his father or his mother shall surely be put to death."

Matt.15:4...‘He who speaks evil of father or mother, let him be put to death.’

a. Applicable today--

1) In reference to physical life. Parents want the best for their children. So, parents will guide children away from vices and crimes that shorten life and instill in them virtuous habits that are conducive to long life.

2) In reference to eternal life. Parents want their children to be saved eternally, will instill in them the Word of God. Will The Circle Be Unbroken....
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IV. PARENTAL RESPONSIBILITIES TOWARD ACTIVITIES

A. They should provide the proper environment.

1. Physical health is impaired by filth.

2. Bad associations corrupt good morals (1 Cor.15:33).
3. Good and bad just don't mix!

B. Should help children with recreational activities.

1. Recreation is normal and should re-create for duties of life.

2. Recreation in the home or away from it that destroys one's desire to serve God is wrong.

a. Many movies, magazines, TV programs, dancing, etc.

b. Parents should be wise here.

A) Children should realize that it is not all fun and games!

B) Work! When you say, “I don’t have anything to do!” – Mop the floors, clean the house; wash windows; mow the grass; paint a room, wall, fence! Etc.
C. They should see to it that their children read the right kind of literature.

1. Parent's carelessness here can cause child to get warped concept of sex, love, happiness, work, etc. Much drug-store trash is responsible.

2. Parent's should teach children to have clean mind.

Phil.4:8 Finally, brethren, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is right, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is of good repute, if there is any excellence and if anything worthy of praise, let your mind dwell on these things.

Matt.5:8 “Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God."

They shall see God!

Will You?
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