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THE TRAINING OF YOUTH
Prov.22:6 “Train up a child in the way he should go, And even when he is old he will not depart from it.”
INTRODUCTION
A. The world in which we live is continually changing its inhabitants ~ Eccl.1:4
“One generation goeth, and another generation cometh; but the earth abideth for ever.”
1. Generations of men are following one another out of this world into eternity
2. So our young people of today will rise to fill the positions of responsibility we now occupy.
3. Hence we should feel a very deep interest in the welfare of our youth.
B. Our text suggests the following observations:
1. There is a way in which we should go and from which we should never depart.
2. In this way children should be carefully trained.
3. Youth is pre-eminently the favorable season in which to do this training.
I. THERE IS A WAY IN WHICH WE SHOULD GO
A. True religion is not a mere theory, but it is a practical thing; it is a way in which we should go.

1. We have a journey to take, a journey through this world to a better, to an heavenly country. (Heb. 11:13-16)
2. This journey is marked out for us in the Word of God. At every turn there are directions: Psalm 119:105
“Thy word is a lamp unto my feet, And light unto my path.”
(John 14)
3. This is the way of wisdom and holiness; the way in which by traveling onward with steady perseverance we rise to moral dignity and excellence: Prov.3:17
“Her ways (wisdom, lab) are ways of pleasantness, And all her paths are peace.”
B. Can this be said of any other path? Prov.13:l5
“Good understanding giveth favor; But the way of the transgressor is hard.”
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II. IN THIS WAY CHILDREN SHOULD BE CAREFULLY TRAINED
A. train – Gill: “according to the mouth of his way", as it may be literally rendered; as soon as he is able to speak or go, even from his infancy; or as children are fed by little bits, or a little at a time, as their mouths can receive it;”

1. Every parent recognizes the necessity of giving to helpless children suitable nourishment.
a. At first the mother feeds the babe at breast
b. After weaning it she still feeds it with food carefully chosen and prepared.
c. This res​ponsibility does not cease until the child is fully grown, fully able to provide for himself.
2. As a tender plant is trained and bent until it grows in the direction desired, or as a recruit is trained, so must youth be trained and guided.
B. This training can be done:
1. By instruction: Youth should be trained to know God, to know Christ, to know the Bible.
2. By being examples to them.
a. The best way to train your child is to train yourself, for what you are, he will be.
b. If your hands are morally dirty his life will be made dirty by the hand​ling he gets.
c. You have observed how early little children are disposed to imitate what they see others do. Thus children are far more influenced by example than by precept.
d. Precept points the way, but it is silent, continuous example conveyed through action, that impresses youth most.

e. More people learn through the eye than through the ear.

3. This training can be done by proper discipline:
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Proverbs 13:24 Whoever spares the rod hates his son, but he who loves him is diligent to discipline him.

Prov.19:18 Discipline your son, for (while KJV) there is hope; do not set your heart on putting him to death (and let not thy soul spare for his crying KJV).

Prov.23: 13Do not withhold discipline from a child; if you strike him with a rod, he will not die. 14If you strike him with the rod, you will save his soul from Sheol.

Prov.29:19 By mere words a servant is not disciplined, for though he understands, he will not respond.

Ephesians 6:4 Fathers, do not provoke your children to anger, but bring them up in the discipline and instruction of the Lord.

Colossians 3:21 Fathers, do not provoke your children, lest they become discouraged.

(A) Our Heavenly Father chastens His children (Heb.12:1-13)

(B) proper discipline!
(1) Rod; Provoking not to wrath; Teaching God’s Will
C. While engaged in this training we should be much in prayer, for to attempt to train up children in the way they should go without prayer, is to attempt to do this without God.
1. It has been well said, “He that hath the ear of God hath the arm of God.”

III. YOUTH IS PRE-EMINENTLY THE FAVORABLE SEASON IN WHICH TO DO THIS TRAINING,
A. Train up a child - One who is yet young; train him up from the very commencement of life. Prov.19:18, above
1. Let the first step be a step in the right direction, for if he is left up to himself there is too much reason to believe that he will take any path rather than the right one.
B. Great are the advantages for beginning the training of youth at the very beginning of their way.
1. A young mind is peculiarly tender and pliable.
a. Take for an example the training of a tender young plant. Oppose that it is left alone for several seasons until it becomes a strong and stubborn branch.
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b. If you should attempt to bend it in a way contrary to the way it had been growing, you would find it unyielding. If you apply strength required to bend it, you might break rather than bend it.
c. Application: How often parents have neglected the training of children year after year, and then found to their sorrow that it was too late to begin.
2. A young mind is open and disengaged.
a. If you leave them alone without training in this world, their minds will soon be occupied and crowded with wrong ideas.
b. There are many sources from which they may receive the wrong Kind of training. From the press, radio, TV, stage and screen they may receive impressions regarding morality and marriage that run counter to the Christian ideal.
c. Hence you may find while you slept an enemy came and sowed tares in the field.
d. Then when you attempt to talk to your children about Christ and His Word, you will find their minds already occupied, and they will not listen to your counsels.
C. do not withhold training from your child with the idea that he/she will “choose” his/her “religion” when grown, “Make” him/her “go to church” just as you make him/her go to school, brush teeth, take medicine, etc.!
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IV. THE CONSEQUENCE OF THIS TRAINING - THE PROMISE OF SUCCESS
A. “When he is old he will not depart from it”
1. This is the rule; certainly there have been exceptions; but they do not invalidate the rule.
2. This does not say, “If they do depart, when they are old they will come back.”

a. Naturally, early training may be a means of recovery. Many indeed have departed from the good way in which they were trained; Solomon did, but his early training was a means of recovering him.

b. But the general rule is – when he is old he will not depart.
B. Why is this rule true? Why are we promised certain success?
1. Because man is an intellectual and moral being, and is capable of progressive advancement according to teaching.
a. If he is trained in early life in right habits, it is expected that these habits, being truly formed, will grow with the growth of the individual.

2. Because we have seen the truth that our text proclaims completely proved in godly families we personally know.
a. Just check it yourself in most of the Christian homes which you are acquainted with.
b. There are exceptions – Root Beer* ~ Gotebo, Oklahoma ~ Son morally good – not Christian
*The father related to me a time he ordered root beer at a café for himself and his son. His son said, “Daddy, I thought you said it was wrong to drink beer!” The father never ordered root beer again until the son was old enough to understand the difference between root beer and alcoholic beer.
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C. But let us suppose that those who have been thus trained should take a step out of the right way and go downward to a considerable distance in the wrong direction.
1. What then? Is there no hope? Are the parents to be faulted? Consider the case of the “prodigal son.” (Luke 15:11-24) Was this the fault of the father?
D. So, suppose it should be the unfortunate case of any of those who are trained up in the right way in their early youth, should they abandon the good way and never return; still, even the parents are free from their blood. (Ezekiel 18:20)
“The soul that sinneth, it shall die: the son shall not bear the iniquity of the father, neither shall the father bear the iniquity of the son; the righteousness of the righteous shall be upon him, and the wickedness of the wicked shall be upon him.”
1. If you have endeavored to teach them the good and right way; then they cannot rise up against you at the judgment day and say, “If you had only trained us in our childhood and instructed us and prayed with us and for us as you ought, we would not be here on the left hand of the great Judge to sink into endless torment.”
a. But suppose you were to fault, you failed in raising your children. If repentance has taken place, the blood of Christ removes the sin.
2. But we can hope for better things than this, even things which accompany salvation.
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CONCLUSION
A. I am told that Catholics make the boastful claim: “Give us a child until it is seven years of age, and it will always remain a Catholic.”
1. We should be ashamed to allow any Catholic to rear his child under the influence of the errors of Catholicism and leave it more devoted to a false system than we could our children under the influence of the truth of God.
B. Parents, suppose God should place in your hands a massive, inestimable diamond, and ask you to inscribe a brief sentence upon it that would be read in the day of judgment.
1. What caution and care you would exercise in the formation and inscription of that sentence!
2. But this is precisely what God has done with us who are parents; He has placed in our hands our children, more precious than diamonds. Every word and every deed of our lives is the instrument by which we are making impressions upon their lives, either for good or for bad.
Are you doing all you can to “train your youth”?
Are you a Christian?
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