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GOSSIP
In my lifetime I have met some fine people. And then, I have met some that are not so fine! I have met bootleggers, gamblers, drunkards, liars, thieves and adulterers.

The most distasteful people that I have ever met were these evil-minded, trouble-making gossip reporters. Do you know who they are?  They are the ones that tell all the bad things they know about people and half of the things that they don't know!

They would rather walk a mile to tell a lie than to stand still and tell the truth. They don't necessarily start the lie, but they rejoice in giving it a ride!

Speaking of lies, they say a lie travels might fast -- it would go about two miles down the road before the truth ever gets its boots on!

Do you know why a lie travels so fast?  It has so many friends! Some people ought to put a sign over their ears:  "No Dumping Here!"

Some say, "I never listen to this gossip, I just let it go in one ear and out the other. Well, if you did, you would be better than most people, because most people let it go in both ears and out the mouth!

Brother Bob became a victim of this gossip and here is how it all happened:

Sister Suspicion went over to see Mrs. Critic the other day and said, "Brother Bob has really been flirting with the women here lately.  It would not surprise me if he has been stepping out on his wife."

As soon as their vain conversation was over, Mrs. Critic raced over to see Sister Exaggerated, and during the course of their gossip, Mrs. Critic said, "By the way, do you know that some people think that Brother Bob's been stepping out on his wife?"

"You don't mean to say!" replied Sister Exaggerated.  "That's what they tell me!" Mrs. Critic said.

Now, but the time Sister Exaggerated put the finishing touch on this scandal, brother Bob had been stepping out on his wife!  And Bob soon discovered that he had been doing that’s that he didn't do!

Uncle Bud said that he had seen cows licking their tongues through the crack in a fence, but he had seen some people that could beat that -- he said they could lick their neighbor across the other end of town!
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Now, if any man among you seem to be religious (of course, this includes the women, too) and bridleth not his tongue, but deceive his own heart, this man's religion is vain.

There is a difference between the women and the men talking.  You can eavesdrop a half a dozen men and one man will usually lead the conversation.  You eavesdrop a half a dozen women and you don't know who is leading the conversation!

Perhaps, both men and women talk too much.  It usually ends with this gossip.

Should you ever get tangled up with this gossip and start thumbing your finger at the faults of others, you just remember -- three fingers are pointing back at you!

And, remember too, it is better to speak a good word about a bad man than to speak a bad word about a good man.

This gossip always carries the weight of criticism.  They tell me life is funny:

Man comes into this world without his consent and he leaves it against his will.  During his stay on this earth his time is spent in one round of contraries and misunderstandings.

If he raises a family, he is a chump. If he doesn't, he is too selfish.

If he is rich, he is smart but dishonest.  If he is poor, he is a bad manager and has no sense.

If he is in politics, he is a back-slapping, two-faced contriver.  If he is not, he is an undesirable citizen.

If he goes to church, he is an old hypocrite.  If he doesn't, he is an old sinner.

If he gives to charities, it is for show.  If he doesn't, he is an old tightwad.

When he first comes into the world, everyone wants to kiss him.  Before he leaves this world, everyone wants to kick him.

If he dies young, there was a glorious future before him.  If he lives to a ripe old age, he is just in the way.

This would be a wonderful world and a much better place to live in If It Were Not For This Gossip!
[Transcribed in the early 60's from a record loaned to me by Harold Griffin, who preached at Lone Wolf, OK, my home-town and where I lived at that time.]

Gossip: noun
1. Rumor or talk of a personal, sensational, or intimate nature.
2. A person who habitually spreads intimate or private rumors or facts.
3. Trivial, chatty talk or writing.
Page Three                                                  Gossip                                                                   S 36 A

Synonyms: gossip, blab, tattle. The central meaning shared by these verbs is "to en​gage in or communicate idle, indiscreet talk": gossiping about the neighbors' domestic problems; can't be trusted with a secret--he always blabs; is disliked by her classmates for tattling on mischief makers. The American Heritage Dictionary of the English Language, Third Edition
Idle Word. Word that does nothing; neither ministers grace nor instruction to them who hear it. Not only does it signify vain and empty words, but also wicked and injurious, such as false testimony against a neighbor.
Slander: (slander)noun
1. Law. Oral communication of false statements injurious to a person's reputation.
2. A false and malicious statement or report about someone. The American Heritage Dictionary of the English Language, Third Edition
It is a falsehood or unproven rumor maliciously told for the purpose of injuring the influ​ence or reputation of another. Slander is a DOUBLE SIN: Hatred in the heart and a lie on the tongue.
Matthew 12:36-37 "And I say to you, that every careless word that men shall speak, they shall render account for it in the day of judgment. For by your words you shall be justified, and by your words you shall be condemned."
I. WHY THERE IS SO MUCH GOSSIP
A. No preaching on it.
B. It is a rationalized form of self-righteousness.
1. If I tell you the bad thing so-and-so did, then you will think, "Larry would never stoop so low as to do something like that!”
2. In this way I elevate myself in your eyes!
C. Gossips do not have the mentality for serious conversation: They just repeat and add to what they have heard.
1. Probably all of us like to hear ourselves talk.
2. Men tell dirty jokes; women gossip.
a. And vice-versa.
b. One as bad as other - all are idle words
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II. UNDOUBTEDLY MUCH EVIL IS DONE
A. Preacher reported to have been in motel with another woman! It was his wife who had gained weight.
Note: This was told about Guy N. Woods related to me in the early 60's - source may have been Harold Griffin, local preacher at Lone Wolf, Oklahoma at the time. Not sure about this.
B. Man reported to be in beer joint with "some woman"- He was in another state at the time!
Note: This was a rumor that got out in the early 60's about "Gabby" Robinson, a popular DJ on the local radio station (Hobart, Oklahoma).
C. If someone tells something bad about you, I cannot possibly feel the same about both of you!
1. If I believe the tale, I’ll not feel the same about you.
2. If I do not believe the tale, I’ll not feel the same about the person who told it -1 will think he is a liar!
D. A saying: He who steals my purse, steals naught He may profit some by it, but I will lose but little. He who steals my good name steals something that will profit him naught and it will do me infinite harm.
1.  So few guilty of the former.
2.  So many of the latter!
a. There are few animals that will harm us unless they fear harm from us – even snakes!
b. Yet, gossips will go out of their way to attack even when they are in no danger!
III. WHAT GOOD DOES IT DO?
A. The only time I need to report any actual evil of someone is when I’m seeking informa​tion as to how to help the person involved (it is best to go to the one involved and talk to them about whatever it is before talking to others about it)
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While working with one church a brother reported some things he had heard {El Dorado ar} about me -I questioned the one who had reported it to that brother; that brother asked me why I didn't do as I preached, come to him since he told it? I told him he was not the source, it had been re​ported to him by another, I went to the source!
(or) The only time I need to report any actual evil of someone is when it will help someone else. For example:
1. If I know someone is a poor credit risk
2. Advising someone against associating with someone because I know that person to be evil companionship
3. Reporting sin in the church (cf, the house of Chloe, 1 Cor.1:11)
B. Anyone who will gossip to me about you will gossip to you or someone else about me!
1. Do you know people that make you wonder what they are saying about you when you leave their presence?
SCRIPTURES
Lev.19:16 'You shall not go about as a slanderer among your people, ... I am the Lord.
Psalms 50:20 "You sit and speak against your brother; You slander your own mother's son.

Proverbs 11:13 He who goes about as a tale​bearer reveals secrets, But he who is trustworthy conceals a matter.

Proverbs 20:19 He who goes about as a slan​derer reveals secrets, Therefore do not associate with a gossip. (kjv He that goeth about as a tale​bearer revealeth secrets: therefore meddle not with him that flattereth with his lips.)
Ezekiel 22:9 "Slanderous men have been in you for the purpose of shedding blood,..."

Psalms 15:1-3 O Lord, who may abide in Thy tent? Who may dwell on Thy holy hill? He who walks with integrity, and works righteous​ness, And speaks truth in his heart. He does not slander with his tongue, Nor does evil to his neighbor, Nor takes up a reproach against his friend;

Proverbs 16:28 A perverse man spreads strife, And a slanderer separates intimate friends. (kjv A froward man soweth strife: and a whisperer separateth chief friends.)
WHISPERER - is a cowardly sneak -sows discord among his brethren - is not particular as to the truth of what he tells -often succeeds in harming the reputation of another - is not worthy of a place among decent people. Only the Lord can properly award such a character - and the Lord will!
Proverbs 17:9 ...he who repeats a matter separates intimate friends.

Proverbs 18:8 The words of a whisperer are like dainty morsels, And they go down into the innermost parts of the body.
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Proverbs 26:20-22 For lack of wood the fire goes out, And where there is no whisperer, conten​tion quiets down. Like charcoal to hot embers and wood to fire, So is a contentious man to kindle strife. The words of a whisperer are like dainty morsels, And they go down into the innermost parts of the body.

Prov.6:16-19 There are six things which the Lord hates, Yes, seven which are an abomina​tion to Him: Haughty eyes, a lying tongue, And hands that shed innocent blood, A heart that de​vises wicked plans, Feet that run rapidly to evil, A false witness who utters lies, And one who spreads strife among brothers.

James 4:11 Do not speak against one another, brethren....
1 Peter 2:1 Therefore, putting aside all malice and all guile and hypocrisy and envy and all slan​der,

James Chapter Three
2 Corinthians 12:20 For I am afraid that per​haps when I come I may find you to be not what I wish and may be found by you to be not what you wish; that perhaps there may be strife, jealousy, angry tempers, disputes, slanders, gossip, arro​gance, disturbances;

Romans 1:29-31 being filled with all un​righteousness, wickedness, greed, evil; fiill of envy, murder, strife, deceit, malice; they are gos​sips, slanderers, haters of God, insolent, arrogant, boastful, inventors of evil, disobedient to parents, without understanding, untrustworthy, unloving, unmerciful;

CONCLUSION
A. Gossiping is lying, stealing, sowing discord, idle words, wicked imaginations, and is something that Jehovah hates. It can damn the soul in eternal hell. It is dangerous to the utmost, yet a large segment of humanity is addicted to it.
B. The drunkard harms himself (and perhaps his family and close friends). He who curses damns himself and hurts other's ears. The gossip and tale-bearer exempts no one. All are targets of their evil darts.
C. Ask three questions before repeating a story:
1. Is it true?
2. If it is true, will it do any good to tell it?
3. If I tell it, will it help the person?
D. My grandmother: "If you can't say something good about a person, don't say anything at all."
E. We will be judged by our words and our deeds.
If you are not a member of the church Jesus died for,

If you are not serving God,

You will stand condemned because of that.
Matthew 12:37  “for by your words you will be justified, and by your words you will be condemned.”





The Sign of Jonah
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