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What Hosea Saw In Ephraim

Introduction:

A. In the 10th Century b.c. the nation of Israel divided.

1.
The Southern Kingdom was known as Judah.

2.
The Northern Kingdom was called Israel, and sometimes Ephraim, after its most influential tribe.

B. In the 8th Century b.c. God sent His word to the Northern Kingdom by Hosea.

1.
Hosea depicted the nation in decay -- a kingdom conceived in rebellion, nurtured in idolatry, and ripe
for judgment.

2.
God still loved His people and wanted them brought to repentance.

C. There are striking parallels between God's people in Hosea's time and many of God's people now.

Three Graphic Figures Are Used By Hosea In Describing Ephraim
I. A cake not turned  (Hosea 7:8) Ephraim mixes himself with the nations; Ephraim has become a cake not turned.
1.
Like a cake baked over open coals and not turned, Ephraim was burnt on one side and raw on the other.

a.
The people were cooked by heathenism -- calf worship and Baal worship.

1 Kings 12:28-30 So the king consulted, and made two golden calves, and he said to them, "It is too much for you to go up to Jerusalem; behold your gods, O Israel, that brought you up from the land of Egypt." And he set one in Bethel, and the other he put in Dan. Now this thing became a sin, for the people went to worship before the one as far as Dan.

1 Kings 16:30-33 And Ahab the son of Omri did evil in the sight of the LORD more than all who were before him. And it came about, as though it had been a trivial thing for him to walk in the sins of Jeroboam the son of Nebat, that he married Jezebel the daughter of Ethbaal king of the Sidonians, and went to serve Baal and worshiped him. So he erected an altar for Baal in the house of Baal, which he built in Samaria. And Ahab also made the Asherah. Thus Ahab did more to provoke the LORD God of Israel than all the kings of Israel who were before him.
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Hosea 13:1-4 When Ephraim spoke, there was trembling. He exalted himself in Israel, But through Baal he did wrong and died. And now they sin more and more, And make for themselves molten images, Idols skillfully made from their silver, All of them the work of craftsmen. They say of them, "Let the men who sacrifice kiss the calves!"
Therefore, they will be like the morning cloud, And like dew which soon disappears, Like chaff which is blown away from the threshing floor, And like smoke from a chimney. Yet I have been the LORD your God Since the land of Egypt; And you were not to know any god except Me, For there is no savior besides Me.

b.
The people were raw in their relation to God.

2.
This half-baked condition resulted from mixing with strangers.  7:8-10

Ephraim mixes himself with the nations; Ephraim has become a cake not turned. Strangers devour his strength, Yet he does not know it; Gray hairs also are sprinkled on him, Yet he does not know it. Though the pride of Israel testifies against him, Yet they have neither returned to the Lord their God, Nor have they sought Him, for all this.


   Homer Hailey: In addition to the internal moral corruption of the people, the nation was cursed with a corrupt and destructive foreign policy. The strength of Israel was to have been the people's trust in Jehovah and their separateness and seclusion from all other nations.  Ephraim, the ruling tribe, had mixed himself with the peoples of heathen nations, adopting their ways and making himself one with them. … "Strangers have devoured their strength": the heathen nations from without and the heathen spirit from within had destroyed his power, and

yet he was ignorant of what was taking place. 

"Grey hairs are here and there upon him": he is growing old. Like men who have dissipated their strength in youth and have become prematurely old, yet realize it not, so is Ephraim's plight. "The pride of Israel"--either Jehovah who should have been their pride, or vanity, wealth, and wicked deeds of which Israel was proud--now testifies against him … But in spite of all that their wickednesses have brought upon them, or that God has done to bring them to judgment, they have refused to give heed." A commentary on the Minor Prophets p.159-160 [emp mine, Larry]

3.
Many in the church today are as unfit as a cake not turned.

a.
Some are cooked by worldliness. 
Page Three                           What Hosea Saw in Ephraim                         S #96 E

2 Cor. 7:1 Therefore, having these promises, beloved, let us cleanse ourselves from all defilement of flesh and spirit, perfecting holiness in the fear of God.

1 John 2:15-17 Do not love the world, nor the things in the world. If anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not in him. For all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh and the lust of the eyes and the boastful pride of life, is not from the Father, but is from the world. And the world is passing away, and also its lusts; but the one who does the will of God abides forever.

b.
Others are burnt on denominationalism. Many who profess to follow the Christ are strongly influenced by what the denominations are doing.

II.
A silly dove without heart [understanding] (7:11-12)

So Ephraim has become like a silly dove, without sense; They call to Egypt, they go to Assyria. When they go, I will spread My net over them; I will bring them down like the birds of the sky. I will chastise them in accordance with the proclamation to their assembly.

1. A senseless dove flits from place to place without fixed purpose and insensitive to the dangers of a hunter lying in wait.

a.
OR, in flying about in search of food, it does not observe the net that is spread for it. [K-D]
2. Ephraim flitted from Egypt to Assyria, but the net of destruction was ready.

a.
How silly to reject God and trust in heathens!

b.
"Without heart" means without understanding.

4:1-3 Listen to the word of the Lord, O sons of Israel, For the Lord has a case against the inhabitants of the land, Because there is no faithfulness or kindness Or knowledge of God in the land. There is swearing, deception, murder, stealing, and adultery. They employ violence, so that bloodshed follows bloodshed. Therefore the land mourns, And everyone who lives in it languishes Along with the beasts of the field and the birds of the sky; And also the fish of the sea disappear. ---
("…because of the moral decay desolation would come on the land, a desolation so terrible that even all nature would be affected by it--the land, the people, and the living creatures. Such is the consequence of sin." Hailey p.148)
6 My people are destroyed for lack of knowledge. Because you have rejected knowledge, I also will reject you from being My priest. Since you have forgotten the law of your God, I also will forget your children.
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3.
Many of God's people in this age are devoid of understanding.

a.
Discussions of lively current issues disclose much ignorance.

b.
The history of apostasy is an open book, but they fail to read it.

III. A taught heifer that treads grain  (10:11) And Ephraim is a trained heifer that loves to thresh, But I will come over her fair neck with a yoke; I will harness Ephraim, Judah will plow, Jacob [Israel] will harrow for himself [Do the hard labor of slaves].

1.
A cow taught to tread grain on the threshing floor had one task -- a simple routine (Deut.25:4).

Desire for easy grain              "You shall not muzzle the ox while he is threshing.”
2.
Ephraim followed the routine of doing whatever the people wanted to do (Amos 6:3-6).

Do you put off the day of calamity, And would you bring near the seat of violence? Those who recline on beds of ivory And sprawl on their couches, And eat lambs from the flock And calves from the midst of the stall, Who improvise to the sound of the harp, And like David have composed songs for themselves, Who drink wine from sacrificial bowls While they anoint themselves with the finest of oils, Yet they have not grieved over the ruin of Joseph.

3.
We must serve God from the heart, not with mere routine or formality.

Matt.15:8 'This people honors Me with their lips, But their heart is far away from Me.

2 Tim.3:5 holding to a form of godliness, although they have denied its power; and avoid such men as these.
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Three Major Causes Of Ephraim's Downfall
As Described By Hosea
I. Ephraim was joined to idols  (4:17). Ephraim is joined to idols; Let him alone.
1.
The nation appears to be beyond recovery.

2. There is still much joining to idols (1 John 5:21) Little children, guard yourselves from idols.
a. Money or covetousness can be an idol (Col.3:5). …greed, which amounts to idolatry.
b.
A sinful relationship could be one's idol.

c.
A human institution may be idolized.

II. Ephraim fed on the wind  [KJV] (12:1). [NASB] 11:12  Ephraim surrounds Me with lies And the house of Israel with deceit; Judah is also unruly against God, Even against the Holy One who is faithful. 12:1 Ephraim feeds on wind, And pursues the east wind continually; He multiplies lies and violence. Moreover, he makes a covenant with Assyria (who oppressed him), And oil is carried to Egypt (who abandoned him).

1.
His interest was in what had no substance -- no nourishing power; the teachers served lies.

2.
Wind is good for some things, but not for food!

a.
The East Wind off the desert of Arabia was very destructive to seeds and plants.

b.
Ephraim "pursues" [NASB] the East Wind to her destruction.

3. Spiritually, we are what we are fed (1 Peter 2:2). like newborn babes, long for the pure milk of the word, that by it you may grow in respect to salvation,

Page Six                            What Hosea Saw in Ephraim                             S #96 E

III.
Ephraim provoked God to anger (12:13-14).
But by a prophet the Lord brought Israel from Egypt, And by a prophet he was kept. Ephraim has provoked to bitter anger; So his Lord will leave his bloodguilt on him, And bring back his reproach to him.

1.
Punishment was due because of moral corruption, social injustices, spiritual whoredom, and distrust in Jehovah.

2.
God's wrath is still kindled by many!

Rom.1:18 For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, who suppress the truth in unrighteousness,

Rom.2:5 But because of your stubbornness and unrepentant heart you are storing up wrath for yourself in the day of wrath and revelation of the righteous judgment of God,

Col.3:6 For it is on account of these things that the wrath of God will come,
Conclusion
A. The things written aforetime were recorded for our learning (Rom.15:4); let us not follow in the ways of Ephraim.

B. All who have departed from God are admonished to return to Him     Irvin Himmel
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