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FIRST CORINTHIANS TWELVE, THIRTEEN, FOURTEEN
INTRODUCTION
A. In 1 Cor.12, Paul begins his discussion of the Corinthian problem of spiritual gifts. The discussion continues through the Fourteenth chapter.
B. The study of these three chapters may be broken down:
1. The ENUMERATION of the gifts. Variety of gifts and unity of the various gifts.

2. The DURATION of the gifts. The discussion of love and spiritual gifts.

3. The REGULATION of the gifts. How the gifts were to be used.

C. We do not know definitely what circumstances led to the problems in Corinth concerning spiritual gifts.
1. If we had Corinth's letter to Paul, enormous light would be shed on this.
2. Among the problems were the following:

a. People saying "Jesus is anathema" (accursed) while claiming to be under the influence of the Spirit.
b. An exalted evaluation of the gift of tongue-speaking.
c. No concept of the interdependence of all of the gifts.
d. An absence of love in the exercise of the gifts.
e. Confusion in the exercise of the gifts in the public assembly.
D. The idea that "if we had the Spirit, there would be unity in the church" is contradicted by the conditions prevailing at Corinth.
1. Divisions, calling themselves after different men. (1:10-17; 3:1-9; 11:17-19)

2. Immorality among them, one living with his father's wife and the church doing nothing about it (ch.5).

3. Going to law with brethren before the unbelievers (ch.6).

4. The question of eating mean that had been sacrificed to idols (ch.8).

5. Questions concerning idolatry, the Lord's Supper (ch.10) and misusing the Lord's Supper (ch.11).
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6. The question of the woman's conduct and the covering she was to wear (ch.11).
7. The question of the resurrection of Christ, denied by some (ch.15).

8. and...the question of gifts of the spirit, especially the evident desire on the part of many to speak in tongues, to desire this gift above every other gift (ch.12,13,14).
E.
This is the subject we want to now consider.
I. FIRST CORINTHIANS TWELVE
A. Verse 1: Now concerning spiritual {gifts}, brethren, I would not have you ignorant.
1. SPIRITUAL: Pneumatikon can be treated as a neuter or masculine noun. If the noun is masculine, Paul is discussing "spiritual men"; if the noun is neuter, he is discussing "spiritual gifts." No doubt the KJV is correct in rendering pneumatikon "spiritual gifts" since it is parallel to the charismata of v.4.
2. "I would not have you ignorant" = Paul’s very definite desire that the Corinthians know about spiritual gifts.
B. Verse 2: Ye know that ye were Gentiles, carried away unto these dumb [speechless] idols, even as ye were led.
1. The Greek in this verse is not very grammatical and the variant readings have probably occurred in an attempt to correct the grammar.

2. We may read it as: "You know that, when you were Gentiles, you were led away, however you were led, by the speechless idols."

C. Verse 3: Wherefore, I give you to understand, that no man speaking by the Spirit of God calleth Jesus accursed.
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D. Verse 4.5,6:
4 Now there are diversities of gifts, but the same Spirit. Distribution of Gifts Lenski
5 And there are differences of administrations, but the same Lord. Distribution of Ministrations Lenski
6 And there are diversities of operations, but it is the same God which worketh all in all.    Distributions of Energies Lenski

Diversities (different) gifts, charisma, refers to the miraculous, spiritual gifts mentioned in this passage Differences of administrations, diakonia, "any discharge of service." Diversities of operations, worketh, , energema, the effect of the working of God. These words do not refer to three groups of gifts but to the one group of spiritual gifts from three different points of view.
v.4 Many Different Gifts; Gracious Gifts

v.5 Different Ones have Gifts; Benefiting Others

v.6 Different Results of Gifts; Powerful
(Much of the above material has been taken from Mike Willis' a commentary on first corinthians, pp.338-340.)
PAGE  
3

