Have Miracles Ceased?

INTRODUCTION
A. Read article by former “pastor” in Church of Christ, then newspaper articles (or portions thereof).

HEALED OF INFECTIOUS NERVOUS DISEASE

One Sunday in January 1953 I awoke with a pro​nounced discomfort and seeming paralysis in my arms. In spite of my discomfort, I assumed my duties as pas​tor in a local Church of Christ.

By evening, however, I was unable to move my arms. Monday I went to the hospital and the diagnosis was Guillain-Barré Syndrome, an infectious disease of the nervous system. Prognosis — poor. If the disease pro​gressed to my brain it would bring death.

By Wednesday half of my face was paralyzed, so that I could not close my eye or use the muscles in the right side of my face. I was totally paralyzed from my neck down. By Friday I was hardly able to swallow and an iron lung was kept in readiness at the end of the hospital corridor.

Various believers were praying for me, including sev​eral relatives in the Assemblies of God.

A former pastor from the Christian Church who be​lieved in praying for the sick came into the room one day and asked if I wanted to be prayed for. By this time several weeks had passed and I was desperate. I said yes. He anointed me with oil and I at once felt the presence of God. The healing was not instantaneous. However, I knew I had been healed.

The road to recovery was long and hard. I often bordered on discourage-ment. Three and one-half months later I was discharged from the hospital, still unable to move my arm and barely able to move my legs. However, God strengthened me day by day. The people in the church knew “something” had happened. I was quick to let them know how God touched me! From that time on I believed and preached healing as part of the Atone​ment.

About three years later following other experiences, including the baptism in the Holy Spirit, I was led to end my connection with the Church of Christ. I then became affiliated with the Assemblies of God.

Within the past month I had an opportunity to talk with a physician. He asked about my health and I told him about my past experience. He was amazed and said I should he dead for the disease is fatal in 95 percent of the cases.

I know this is a miracle wrought by God because the doctors did not know how to treat the disease and only experimented with me. I remember receiving 110 shots during the three and a half months I was in the hospital and more after my release. To God be the glory, great things He has done! --Ira L. Irwin, Sacramento, Cali​fornia.
(Endorsed by Pastor Milton A. Newman, Capital Assembly, of God, Sacramento, California, who writes: “Ira Irwin is a Sunday school teacher and song leader in Capital Assembly of God and a very wonderful brother in Christ.”)
Healings The Doctor Said: They Didn’t Happen Religious News Service

Minneapolis—a noted surgeon and author, after following up on the cases of 26 persons who thought they had been healed during a famous faith healer’s religious services here, says he could not find a single cured patient in the group.

Dr. William A. Nolen of Litchfield, Minn., who wrote the best-seller “The Making of a Surgeon,” also says the limited improvement reported by some of the persons can easily be explained either by the normal up-and-down courses of the diseases or the power of suggestion.

He found two cancer patients in much worse shape. He found that some patients did not even suffer from the disease reported and one who dramatically left a wheelchair she did not really need.

But no intentional fraud was uncovered.

The study of faith healing was done as part of a new book Nolen is writing titled “Healing: A Doctor in Search of a Miracle.”

Nolen attended services held by Kathryn Kuhlman, who conducts faith healings services but says, “Don’t call me a faith healer.” She says God does the healing, not her.

Nolen says he “went into this not to put down Kathryn Kuhlman.” He says his own religious background had convinced him that faith could play some role in healing.

“Doctors have a bad reputation for being nay-sayers without looking,” he says, “I would have been delighted if I could have demonstrated that this was divine intervention.”

With Kuhlman’s permission, Nolen served as an attendant at her services in the Minneapolis Auditorium in June, 1973, helping push patients in wheelchairs. He says he gook the names of 83 persons who claimed to have been healed.

Six weeks later he began attempts to contact the people.

Some, he said, realized the next day they had not been healed and “would like to forget it now.”

Some could not be found. But Nolen did end up interviewing 26b persons on the list.

“These were people who still insisted they had been cured, or they hedged and said they had been helped,” he said. “But as a doctor, after studying these cases, I was led to an inescapable conclusion: Not one had been miraculously cured of anything.”

From the front page of the Beaumont (tx) Enterprise, May 1976…Church rite use of snake ends in death--DELBARTON, W.Va. (AP) — The snake that bit Curtis Mounts during a church ceremony was a big one. It left fang marks an inch apart. Mounts arm swelled to twice its normal size, but he sought no medical attention before he died three days later.

He was a member of a church which follows a Biblical quotation that says “they shall take up serpents...”

Mounts. 61, died at his Slick Rock home Wednesday, Coroner Ernie Ritchie said. He was bitten twice on the right hand Sunday by a water moccasin.

“The right arm was swollen twice the normal size from the hand to the shoulder and was discolored,” Ritchie said. Swelling had even entered into the chest areas along with discoloration.”

The coroner said the fang marks were an inch apart, almost twice the distance of marks from an average bite.

‘The bite produced blood poisoning, and led to paralysis of the diaphragm and coronary muscles, Ritchie said.

Mounts was apparently bitten during a service at a church on Bens Run in Mingo County. along the Kentucky border.

From the Beaumont (tx) Enterprise, Sept. 10, 1975… -- Tennessee outlaws snake handling

NASHVILLE, Tenn. (AP) — The Tennessee Supreme Court has outlawed the handling of snakes and drinking of strychnine or other deadly poisons in religious services.

The unanimous opinion overuled a State Court of Appeals decision that such religious practices were legal if they were limited to consenting adults and did not endanger others.

The opinion, written by Justice Joe Henry, said the court realizes there is a fine line between prescribing religious freedom and protecting public interest.

But, Henry said, a religious practice may be limited, curtailed or restrained to the point of outright prohibition if it involves a clear and present danger to the interest of society.

“At some point the freedom of the individual must wane and the power, duty and interest of the state become compelling and dominant,” the court said.

“Free exercise of religion does not include the right to violate statutory law, commit or maintain a nuisance and does not immunize lawless conduct.”

The ruling affirmed a 1973 Cocke County Circuit Court decision that permanently enjoined members of the Holiness Church of God in Jesus Name at Newport and its pastor, the Rev. Liston Pack, from handling snakes.

The circuit Court ruling was based on the 1947 Tennessee Snake Handler’s Act that prohibited handling of snakes in a manner that endangered the health and life of any person. Kentucky, Virginia, Alabama and North Carolina have similar statutes.

But, Henry said the act is vague in that it permits snake handling if it is done “in a careful or prudent manner.”

The high court said it based its decision by outlawing the practice as a public nuisance.

Henry said the court would be derelict in not recognizing that the defendants were creating a nuisance by “handling of snakes in a crowded church sanctuary, with virtually no safeguards, with children roaming about unattended, with the handlers so enraptured and entranced that they are in a virtual state of hysteria….”

“The state has a right to protect a person from himself and to demand that he protect his own life,” the court said.

In the lengthy 27-page decision the court said it investigated the issue with meticulous care before issuing its ruling.

“We have not lost sight of the fact that snake handling is central to the respondents’ faith,” the court said. “We recognize that to forbid snake handling is to remove the theological heart of the Holiness Church.”

INTRODUCTION continued

B. Cannot cover everything in the n.t. about the Holy Spirit and miracles in one lesson.  Cannot adequately consider every Scripture used tonight. It is not our intention to ridicule anyone, but Truth will be forcefully presented!

C. Definition:

Webster: 1. In theology, an event or effect that apparently contradicts known scientific laws and is hence thought to be due to supernatural causes, especially to an act of God."

The American Heritage Dictionary of the English Language, Third Edition -- 1. An event that appears inexplicable by the laws of nature and so is held to be supernatural in origin or an act of God:

This is what we mean by miracle –

Something, caused by God, that is unexplainable by natural law.
D. Webster further defines miracle --
2. A wonder or wonderful thing.

American Heritage Dictionary  --
2. One that excites admiring awe.

1. This is not what we mean by miracle! (Illustration: A newborn baby {birth}; I can walk.)

E. God created the first man and woman miraculously. Since then, with the exception of Jesus, human race has multiplied through operation of natural law.

1. God could have continued to make man from Dust had He so chosen.

2. All recognize that God did not so choose.

F. Even a casual reader of the Bible knows God performed miracles through certain men.

1. Our question is not: "Could God enable men to perform miracles today as He once did?"

2. Our question is: "Is He granting them the power now?"

a. Not a question of God's power.

b. But a question of His will! (2 John 9; Gal.1:6-9)

I. THE NEED FOR MIRACLES HAS CEASED!

A. God has enabled men to perform miracles in times past to spread and confirm Truth.
1. Primary work of the Holy Spirit was not miracles!

2. Moses (Exodus 3; 4:1-8, 29-31). He first spoke the truth, then confirmed it with signs.

3. Jesus: The miracles He performed were to confirm the truth of His mission and Divine Sonship.

a. The question from John and Jesus' answer Matt.11:2-5

Now when John in prison heard of the works of Christ, he sent word by his disciples, and said to Him, “Are You the Expected One, or shall we look for someone else?” And Jesus answered and said to them, “Go and report to John what you hear and see: the blind receive sight and the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed and the deaf hear, and the dead are raised up, and the poor have the gospel preached to them.

b. John 20:30-31
Many other signs therefore Jesus also performed in the presence of the disciples, which are not written in this book; but these have been written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God; and that believing you may have life in His name.

4. Apostles: The miracles they performed or that the Lord worked through them were to confirm the word the preached Mark 16:15-20
a. New Message. No New Testament! How could they prove they were sent of Christ? Special power! Luke 24:49

“And behold, I am sending forth the promise of My Father upon you; but you are to stay in the city until you are clothed with power from on high.” Acts 1:5 for John baptized with water, but you shall be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from now.” v.8 "but you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be My witnesses both in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and even to the remotest part of the earth.”

5. Others: Apostles had power to lay hands on others and likewise enable them to confirm their message of truth with signs and miracles.

a. In Acts 6 seven men are appointed to take care of neglected widows.

b. Stephen was one; he was inspired (cf. Acts 7; 6:8 And Stephen, full of grace and power, was performing great wonders and signs among the people.)

c. Philip was another one. Acts 8:6 ...they heard and saw the signs which he was performing.

1) How could they perform miracles? By the laying on of the apostles' hands.

Acts 6:6 ...the apostles; ...laid their hands on them.

Acts 19:6 And when Paul had laid his hands upon them, the Holy Spirit came on them, and they began speaking with tongues and prophesying.

B. The Truth is Now Confirmed!

1. Jesus promised Apostles baptism of Holy Spirit to guide them into all truth and give them special power. Promise fulfilled, Acts 2.

2. Therefore, when they began preaching, they were able to confirm the Word with signs following (Mark 16:20)

3. Truth has been confirmed. Heb.2:3-4 how shall we escape if we neglect so great a salvation? After it was at the first spoken through the Lord, it was confirmed to us by those who heard, God also bearing witness with them, both by signs and wonders and by various miracles and by gifts of the Holy Spirit according to His own will.

4. Truth forever confirmed.

a. Does Jesus have to come back and raise Lazarus again? Do the apostles have to perform miracles all over again?

b. If court of our land proves a man innocent, does it have to re-convene every year and re-confirm the man's innocence?

c. A thing once proved is forever proved. A truth once confirmed is forever confirmed.

d. The Great Salvation has been once confirmed and is there forever confirmed!

C. The evidence is in the Word -- the Written Word of God. (John 20:30-31)

1. Faith now comes by hearing this word. (Rom.10:17; 1:16-17)

2. The Written Word supplies a man of God completely to every good work. (2 Tim.3:16-17)

II. THE MEANS OF OBTAINING MIRACULOUS POWERS HAVE CEASED!

A. Men of god performed miracles down through ages, as noted at beginning of lesson. Moses, Joshuah, Elijah, etc.

1. All these under dispensation prior to Christ’s death on cross.

2. The 70 in Luke 10 would fall in this category (under old law, the law of Moses, cf., Gal.4:4 “God sent forth his Son...born under the law”).

B. But, since Christ’s death on the cross, miraculous power bestowed upon men in New Testament in only two ways:
1. Baptism of Holy Spirit.

2. Laying on of apostles’ hands.

C. There are only two examples of Holy Spirit baptism.

1. Acts 2
when he came upon the apostles.

2. Acts 10 (11), when he came upon Cornelius and his household. (note: Acts 11:17, “same”)

a. This last occurrence (Acts 10) was about 41 a.d.
b. About 23 years later Paul wrote that there is “one baptism” (Eph.4:5)

c. About the same time, Peter wrote that this baptism is in water (1Pet. 3:21)

1) One baptism — in water – no baptism of Holy Spirit!

2) No one can receive power to work miracles this way.

D. The apostles were the only ones in the Jerusalem church who could work miracles until they gave the power to the seven in Acts 6
Acts 2:43 “...many wonders and signs were taking place through the apostles

Acts 5:12 “and at the hands of the apostles many signs and wonders were taking place among the people)...”

1. In Acts 6, apostles lay their hands on the seven.

2. Stephen, one of the seven, could then work miracles (Acts 6:8).

3. Philip also (Acts 8:6-7). Samaria

a) But Philip could not impart this gift to others! (Acts 8:14-17) ¶ Now when the apostles who were at Jerusalem heard that Samaria had received the word of God, they sent Peter and John to them, who, when they had come down, prayed for them that they might receive the Holy Spirit. For as yet He had fallen upon none of them. They had only been baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus. Then they laid hands on them, and they received the Holy Spirit.
b) The apostles have all passed on —— no one can get power to work miracles this way!

III. THE PRESENCE OF MIRACLES HAS CEASED!

A. Evidence of miracles in New Testament plain – not questioned then or now!

Acts 3:1-10; 4:14-16 (40 year old man lame from birth healed by Peter and John; people could not deny it – “…the fact that a noteworthy miracle has taken place through them is apparent to all who live in Jerusalem, and we cannot deny it.” (Acts 4:16)

Acts 9:36-42 (Dorcas raised from dead by Peter)

Acts 20:9-12 (Eutychus, because of Paul’s long sermon, fell asleep and fell out window and was picked up dead. Restored to life by Paul.)

Acts 28:1-6 (Paul is unharmed by bite of deadly viper.)

1. These are genuine miracles. Have you seen any today? Of course not!

2. Those who had baptism of Holy Spirit could do these and more (Mark 16:17-18).

a. If person today had Holy Spirit baptism he could do same!

b. Cannot be done! None have the Holy Spirit baptism today.

Note: the validity of miracles or the possibility of them being done did not depend upon the faith of the one upon whom the miracle worked. Fake-healers claim you must first believe – Lazarus was raised from the dead (John 11), did he believe? How about Dorcus?

I have had one fake-healer claim he could not heal me because he lacked the faith (Matt.17:14-20), but most will not admit to this!

B. Tongues were a language man could understand (Acts 2:4-13). No one speaks a tongue or language today that he has not learned.

1. Proof: If a person claiming Holy Spirit Baptism today goes to a foreign country to preach, he must first learn the language of that country (or have an interpreter with him) before he can preach to and teach the people!

2. The senseless jabbering in the so-called Holiness churches today is not speaking in tongues at all.

C. Absence of Miracles prove they have ceased, but we also have scriptural proof

1 Cor.13:8-10

· The perfect (complete) is not Jesus, but is the New Testament (James 1:25).

· The in part = the incomplete (miracles, 1 Cor.12:4). The in part is to be done away with … while … faith, hope, love remains! (v.13).

· If the perfect refers to Jesus, then we have hope after Jesus comes! (cannot be!) Hope realized is not hope!

· And, faith = assurance of things hoped for, conviction of things not seen (Heb.11:1). So, cannot be speaking of Jesus’ second coming!

· 1 Cor.13:10 is not the end of time! (i.e., Heaven, our present hope is realized in Heaven!)

· The same Bible that says miracles would be performed and says they were performed also declares they would cease.
· But…woman in Bradenton, fl; woman in ar
IV. LYING WONDERS – COUNTERFEITS (2 Thess.2:8-12)

And then the lawless one will be revealed, whom the Lord will consume with the breath of His mouth and destroy with the brightness of His coming. 9The coming of the lawless one is according to the working of Satan, with all power, signs, and lying wonders, 10and with all unrighteous deception among those who perish, because they did not receive the love of the truth, that they might be saved. 11And for this reason God will send them strong delusion, that they should believe the lie, 12that they all may be condemned who did not believe the truth but had pleasure in unrighteousness.

A. The pretended miracles today are merely counterfeits of the original! They are lying wonders. No honest man is going to claim power he does not have!

1. “…they did not receive the love of the truth so as to be saved.” (2 Thess.2:10)

2. “Thy Word is Truth” (John 17:17)

3. Those who claim to have the Holy Spirit Baptism do not love the truth! They pervert the Bible and follow their own ways (Pat Boone included!).

B. They claim:

1. That they speak in tongues. Yet Bible teaches tongues were foreign language, understandable by man Acts 2:4-6
2. That there are three baptisms, yet Bible says there is one and that it is immersion in water for the remission of sins.

3. That they are saved by prayer at the altar, yet Saul prayed three days and was told

(Acts 22:16)

4. That baptism is not for the remission of sins, yet (Acts 2:38; 1 Pet.3:21)

5. That they can add mechanical music to worship though Bible says to sing and make melody in the heart (Eph.5:19)

6. That they can omit the Lord's Supper from every first day of the week, yet (Acts 20:7)

CONCLUSION—Most miracle claims by fake-healers are inward sicknesses. No glass eyes or cork legs are replaced by miracles. No dead are raised.

Friday August 20, 1967. Headlines

2-Year Old Dies After Father Bars Treatment. Kilpatrick, Ala. (UPI) -- The 2-year old son of a backwoods "Holiness" preacher died yesterday while neighbors, law officers and the driver of a car which struck the child begged his parents to let a doctor treat him.

"The Lord will spare his life," the Rev. Otis Hamilton told a crowd of some 50 persons who gathered at their rough, frame home. Philip Hamilton lay dying inside the house.

Hamilton told the crowd that their religious beliefs made it impossible to let their son be taken to a doctor.

County Judge W. G. Hawkins prepared a court order for the child's release and two deputies were standing by to rush it the 35 miles from the county seat at Fort Payne, Ala. To Kilpatrick. But Philip died before it was ready.

State trooper C. L. Freeman said the child was struck by a car driven by Thomas S. Fielder. He said Philip was playing in the road or trying to cross it, in front of his house when the accident happened.

By the time officers arrived, the Hamiltons had taken Philip inside. There Mrs. Hamilton placed the dying child on a bed and held his hand.

Fielder joined the state troopers, two sheriff's deputies and about 50- townspeople outside the house pleading with the Hamiltons to let a doctor see Philip. An ambulance stood by outside the house.
Our Salvation today is not miraculous! INVITATION
Supplement
‘Radical’ Revival Hits Churches in Former Wiccan Center, North Carolina ’We’re concentrating on Jesus,’ says pastor at center of move A North Carolina town best known for its history of piracy and paganism is earning a new reputation as a center of revival. Miracles and heavenly “gold dust” have been reported at services at two churches in the seashore community of New Bern, one of them a historically conservative United Methodist congregation.

But the unusual phenomena being experienced are “not the major joy,” according to Ralph Brown, pastor of Faith Methodist Church. “The major joy is the changed lives. We’re seeing people saved and healed and delivered and made whole. We’re not concentrating on signs and wonders-we’re concentrating on King Jesus.”

Sam Wynn, the United Methodist district superintendent for the area, who regularly attends services at Faith Church, described recent events as: ”probably the most radical thing that has happened in the Methodist Church in this decade. It’s unheard of.” The move of the Holy Spirit comes in an area long known for being a major headquarters for Wiccans. Gavin and Yvonne Frost, authors of “The Witches Bible,” opened the Church of Wicca in New Bern in the early 1970s. But the pagan religion’s grip is weakening, pastors say. Further back, the town was the headquarters for Blackbeard the pirate and then a central depot for slave traders.

Dramatic occurrences have also been experienced at Living Word Church, which began with just four members in 1997. Up to 300 people have attended conferences held by the church, where visitors have reported seeing feathers and even small diamonds falling from midair during worship. “We believe we’re going to win this city, and we believe it’s going to begin with the witches,” said Davene Garland, whose husband, Glenn, pastors the independent fellowship.

Pastor at Faith Church since 1995, Brown said that he believed more signs and wonders will be seen as the coming of Christ gets closer. “The gold dust was not such a huge shock to me. In the Old Testament, the bridegroom would adorn the bride with gold right before the wedding. It could just be the Lord is doing this as a sign to His bride right before the rapture.”

Brown said that Methodists were a barometer for what was happening in the church. “If you see the Methodists getting happy in the Holy Spirit, then you know it’s a move of God.” Wynn said that he believed God was drawing United Methodists back to their historic roots in the Holiness movement.

Brown attended Oral Roberts University and felt called to be “an evangelist of the Holy Spirit” in the United Methodist Church, even though he “outright shunned” the baptism of the Holy Spirit. Then in 1986 his toddler son fell into a septic tank, and doctors said he would die. As Brown prayed for his son he began to speak in tongues, and the next morning his son was better.

Some people have left Faith Church since he arrived, but others have come in their place. When “gold dust” first began to appear “it was perplexing to some. but as it began to happen to them, it was undeniable.”

Read the full report of revival in New Bern in the October issue of “Charisma” magazine.







