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Heaven
Text: Matt.6:19-20 "Do not lay up for yourselves treasures upon earth, where moth and rust destroy, and where thieves break in and steal. But lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust destroys, and where thieves do not break in or steal;”
I. HEAVEN IS A PLACE

A. Heaven is neither a condition nor a state of mind.

B. Jesus says Heaven is a place:

Matt.6:20 "But lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven,…”
Matt.7:11 "… your Father who is in heaven…”

John 14:1-2 "Let not your heart be troubled; [you] believe in God, believe also in Me. In My Father's house are many dwelling places; if it were not so, I would have told you; for I go to prepare a place for you.”

C. Stephen: Acts 7:55-56 But being full of the Holy Spirit, he gazed intently into heaven and saw the glory of God, and Jesus standing at the right hand of God; and he said, "Behold, I see the heavens opened up and the Son of Man standing at the right hand of God."
D. Paul says it is a place:

2 Cor.5:1 For we know that if the earthly tent which is our house is torn down, we have a building from God, a house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens.
Phil.3:20 For our citizenship is in heaven, from which also we eagerly wait for a Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ;
E. Peter says Heaven is a place: 1 Pet.1:3-4 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who according to His great mercy has caused us to be born again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, to obtain an inheritance which is imperishable and undefiled and will not fade away, reserved in heaven for you,
II. WE WILL BE THE SAME PERSON THERE

A. It was Moses and Elijah who appeared in the transfiguration (Matt.17)

B. The Rich man and Lazarus were the same persons (Luke 16)
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C. If we are not the same persons there, then there would be no rewards and punishments

Matt.25:31-46; Luke 14:12-14; 23:42-43
D. We will not have the same body.
Phil.3:20-21; 1 Cor.15:35-58

1. But our bodies are changing here all the time and we are still the same person! I am the same individual that I was when I was a baby!

2. The conversation in Matt.25 (judgment scene) shows that we will still be the same persons.

III. WILL WE KNOW EACH OTHER IN HEAVEN?

A. A subject of lively interest and much discussion.

B. Hope of a happy reunion with loved ones gone on with full remembrances.

1. Is this fanciful? Or a pitiful delusion? I don’t believe that it is.

2. Take this from us and you deprive Heaven of one of its most glorious aspects.

3. How can there be a future life if there is no past life? Without the past life, I would only have the assurance that there would be a being in Heaven in my place. How could it be me without a past life? (amnesia)

C. Objections Considered:

Objection: The Lord’s reply to the Sadducees question (Luke 20:33) about whose wife shall she be? shows we won’t know one another in Heaven.

Reply: This does not disprove future recognition; it simply shows that there will be no marriage state in Heaven Note also v.37-38! (God of Abraham, Isaac, Jacob – real people!)

Objection: Some think we will be spirits without form, therefore, no recognition.

Reply: 1 Cor.15:42-44 So also is the resurrection of the dead. It is sown a perishable body, it is raised an imperishable body; 43it is sown in dishonor, it is raised in glory; it is sown in weakness, it is raised in power; 44it is sown a natural body, it is raised a spiritual body. If there is a natural body, there is also a spiritual body.
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Furthermore, it is possible to recognize people without seeing them. Blind people recognize others all the time!

Objection: To know each other is to miss those who are not present. This would cause unhappiness and distress.

Reply: Christ loves all. He died for all. But all will not be saved. Will Christ be unhappy? If not, then why should you?

a. We enjoy things here in this life without loved ones (died; moved away, etc.). Why can we not enjoy Heaven without them?

b. We do not have spiritual fellowship on earth except on obedience to Christ. Then why expect it there? If you are happy here without their fellowship, why can you not be happy in Heaven without it?

c. Furthermore, if loved ones love us sufficiently, they would want to be in Heaven with us and would therefore obey the Lord. They know there is a future life and that you are planning to go to Heaven, and they know, too, that if they die like they are that they will not go to Heaven where you will be. If they wanted to be with you very badly, they would obey the Lord. I am also persuaded that if loved ones are honestly convinced of their salvation in a false religion that it will not impact us in Heaven because there will be nothing there that will cause unhappiness.

d. Loved ones who are dead and in torment would not want us to come there – they never want to see us again! Luke 16:27-28 "And he said, 'Then I beg you, Father, that you send him to my father's house--for I have five brothers-- that he may warn them, lest they also come to this place of torment.'
e. The Bible says we will be happy there! (Rev.21:4) Why not just believe the Bible?

f. Would we be happy there if we did not know anyone?

g. One thing more: If this is really a great concern of yours, what are you doing about it to change it? Has your life of faithfulness and efforts to reach the lost one been all that it could be?

D. Reasons why I believe we will know one another in Heaven:

1. Paul’s writing concerning the resurrection. (1 Cor.15)

a. v.55 Saints singing a victory over death.

O death, where is your victory? O death, where is your sting?
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b. How could they sing of their victory over death without remembering the former life in which death was victorious over them?

2. Argument at the Judgment. (Matt.7:21-23) This shows a remembrance of deeds on earth in our lifetime on earth, therefore, recognition.

3. Rewards and punishments. (Matt.25:31-46) How could there be rewards and punishments for deeds done unless those deeds could be remembered.

3. The new song sung in Heaven. (Rev.5:9) This shows a remembrance of having been redeemed by the blood of Christ, hence, a knowledge of a former life and Christ’s death.

4. Samuel. (1 Sam.28) When God raised up the spirit of Samuel, Saul recognized him. If spirits lose their identity when separated from the body, Saul would not have known it was Samuel.

5. The transfiguration. (Matt.17:1f) This shows recognition after death. Peter, James and John recognized Moses and Elijah. (Regardless of how they were recognized, the fact remains that they were recognized. Perhaps Jesus made their identity known to the three.)

6. Rich man and Lazarus. (Luke 16:19-31) Shows recognition after death. Rich man recognized Lazarus and Abraham. Abraham knew the life of the Rich man from earth. He said to the rich man, “Son, remember that you in your lifetime…” Rich man remembered his unsaved brothers.

IV. WHO WILL BE THERE?

A. All who do His will. (Matt.7:21-23)
B. Moses and Elijah (Matt.17:1f)

Paul. 2 Tim.4:6-8 For I am already being poured out as a drink offering, and the time of my departure has come. 7I have fought the good fight, I have finished the course, I have kept the faith; 8in the future there is laid up for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will award to me on that day;…
C. All who love the Lord. Paul continues, …and not only to me, but also to all who have loved His appearing.
D. All the Heavenly beings will be there. God is there. Jesus. Holy Spirit. Angels.
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V. WHAT KIND OF A PLACE IS IT?

A. It is a prepared place. John 14:1-3 "… I go to prepare a place for you.
B. It is an attainable place. (John 14:3) 3…that where I am, there you may be also.”

Mark 16:16 He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved; but he that believeth not shall be damned.

2 Peter 1:5-11 And beside this, giving all diligence, add to your faith virtue; and to virtue knowledge; 6And to knowledge temperance; and to temperance patience; and to patience godliness; 7And to godliness brotherly kindness; and to brotherly kindness charity. 8For if these things be in you, and abound, they make you that ye shall neither be barren nor unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. 9But he that lacketh these things is blind, and cannot see afar off, and hath forgotten that he was purged from his old sins. 10Wherefore the rather, brethren, give diligence to make your calling and election sure: for if ye do these things, ye shall never fall: 11For so an entrance shall be ministered unto you abundantly into the everlasting kingdom of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.
C. It is an interesting place.

1. Perhaps some of us already have loved ones there.

a. There were once two houses facing each other across a river, simple cottage and a mansion. The people who lived in the cottage were perfectly satisfied with what they owned and had no curiosity about the other house until a daughter married a son of the mansion. Then, they couldn’t think of their daughter without looking at the house across the river and wondering what she was doing.

b. Many of us expect to go. If you were to visit a foreign land, would you want to know of it in advance?

D. A description of the place.

1. Beautiful, as the garden of Eden was beautiful.

2. Place of indescribable harmony and health. No sore throats there!

3. Every inhabitant will be a multi-millionaire.
(Rom.8:17 …heirs of God and fellow-heirs with Christ,…)
4. Place of happiness; no suffering there; no weariness; no separation.
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5. “In that city never built with hands! From beneath the throne of God flows the river of life and on either side of the river is the tree of life for the healing of the nations. In that city where no disease germs float in the air and no bruised heel shall walk those golden streets. That city with its walls of jasper, its gates of pearl and its streets of gold and whose spires shall be tipped by the golden light of Heaven, and whose windows shall be smitten by the radiance of the unsetting sun.”
6. Revelation 21 and 22
INVITATION I want to go there, don’t you? I plan on going there, aren’t you? I want to see loved ones there and great men of faith of times past, don’t you?
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