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Things That Hinder

Text: Gal.5:7 You were running well; who hindered you from obeying the truth?
w.e.vine <A-1,Verb,1465,> lit., "to cut into" (, "in," , "to cut"), was used of "impeding" persons by breaking up the road,… [end]
… significance virtually is, “Who broke up the road along which you were traveling so well?”

INTRODUCTION
A. Things mentioned before:
external—Infidelity/Atheism; Evolution/Modernism; Catholicism/Denominationalism.
internal —Inefficient Eldership, Untrained Membership, Lack of true Conversion, Worldliness, Ignorance.
B. All these things may not exist here. Ones that do, remove –

take cooperation and interest of all. Remove the ones that are hindering you personally.
C. Continue now with other internal things that hinder.
I. INDIFFERENCE – Unconcerned, Lukewarm, Lack of Interest, etc.

(Church on fire—Sinner)
Examine this type person—see what he does.

1. Never studies Bible.

2. Never feels need of prayer.

3. If it isn’t too far or raining or too hot or too cold; if he got up in time or was not offended or not too tired – may attend Sunday morning!

a. Sunday night and Wednesday night – not there.

4. Does not call on the sick – or do any other spiritual work.

II. Lack of Appeal to World.

A. To sell a thing must make it appealing – attractive.

B. Show its’ beauty, benefits – the good it has done you. Cf. adorn in Titus 2:10 and context.
9Urge bondslaves to be subject to their own masters in everything, to be well-pleasing, not argumentative,
10not pilfering, but showing all good faith so that they will adorn the doctrine of God our Savior in every respect.
Must believe in it yourself – Interest – Active participation.
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III. Unbelief (Heb.12:1-3)
1Therefore, since we have so great a cloud of witnesses surrounding us, let us also lay aside every encumbrance and the sin which so easily entangles us, and let us run with endurance the race that is set before us, 2fixing our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of faith, who for the joy set before Him endured the cross, despising the shame, and has sat down at the right hand of the throne of God. 3For consider Him who has endured such hostility by sinners against Himself, so that you will not grow weary and lose heart.
A. Besetting (troubling) sin of Israel.
1. Broken off. Rom.11:17-23
17But if some of the branches were broken off, and you, being a wild olive, were grafted in among them and became partaker with them of the rich root of the olive tree, 18do not be arrogant toward the branches; but if you are arrogant, remember that it is not you who supports the root, but the root supports you. 19You will say then, “Branches were broken off so that I might be grafted in.” 20Quite right, they were broken off for their unbelief, but you stand by your faith. Do not be conceited, but fear; 21for if God did not spare the natural branches, He will not spare you, either. 22Behold then the kindness and severity of God; to those who fell, severity, but to you, God’s kindness, if you continue in His kindness; otherwise you also will be cut off. 23And they also, if they do not continue in their unbelief, will be grafted in, for God is able to graft them in again.
2. Could not enter in. Heb.3:18-19 And to whom did He swear that they would not enter His rest, but to those who were disobedient? 19So we see that they were not able to enter because of unbelief.
3. Warning to us. Heb.4:11 Therefore let us be diligent to enter that rest, so that no one will fall, through following the same example of disobedience.; 3:12 Take care, brethren, that there not be in any one of you an evil, unbelieving heart that falls away from the living God.
B. Besetting sin in Christ’s day. Matt.13:58 And He did not do many miracles there because of their unbelief.; Mark 16:14 Afterward He appeared to the eleven themselves as they were reclining at the table; and He reproached them for their unbelief and hardness of heart, because they had not believed those who had seen Him after He had risen.
C. Our besetting sin today; most disobedience can be traced to a lack of faith.

1. Not seeking Kingdom first. Matt.6:24-34
24“No one can serve two masters; for either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will be devoted to one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and wealth. 25For this reason I say to you, do not be worried about your life, as to what you will eat or what you will drink; nor for your body, as to what you will put on. Is not life more than food, and the body more than clothing? 26Look at the birds of the air, that they do not sow, nor reap nor gather into barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not worth much more than they? 27And who of you by being worried can add a single hour to his life? 28And why are you worried about clothing? Observe how the lilies of the field grow; they do not toil nor do they spin, 29yet I say to you that not even Solomon in all his glory clothed himself like one of these.
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C. Our besetting sin today; most disobedience can be traced to a lack of faith.

1. Not seeking Kingdom first. Matt.6:24-34
24“No one can serve two masters; for either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will be devoted to one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and wealth. 25For this reason I say to you, do not be worried about your life, as to what you will eat or what you will drink; nor for your body, as to what you will put on. Is not life more than food, and the body more than clothing? 26Look at the birds of the air, that they do not sow, nor reap nor gather into barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not worth much more than they? 27And who of you by being worried can add a single hour to his life? 28And why are you worried about clothing? Observe how the lilies of the field grow; they do not toil nor do they spin, 29yet I say to you that not even Solomon in all his glory clothed himself like one of these. 30But if God so clothes the grass of the field, which is alive today and tomorrow is thrown into the furnace, will He not much more clothe you? You of little faith! 31Do not worry then, saying, ‘What will we eat?’ or ‘What will we drink?’ or ‘What will we wear for clothing?’ 32For the Gentiles eagerly seek all these things; for your heavenly Father knows that you need all these things. 33But seek first His kingdom and His righteousness, and all these things will be added to you. 34So do not worry about tomorrow; for tomorrow will care for itself. Each day has enough trouble of its own.”
2. Hating our enemies.
Matt.5:43-48 “You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall love your neighbor and hate your enemy.’ 44 “But I say to you, love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you, 45 so that you may be sons of your Father who is in heaven; for He causes His sun to rise on the evil and the good, and sends rain on the righteous and the unrighteous. 46 “For if you love those who love you, what reward do you have? Do not even the tax collectors do the same? 47 “If you greet only your brothers, what more are you doing than others? Do not even the Gentiles do the same? 48 “Therefore you are to be perfect, as your heavenly Father is perfect.

Rom.12:9-21 Let love be without hypocrisy. Abhor what is evil; cling to what is good. 10Be devoted to one another in brotherly love; give preference to one another in honor; 11not lagging behind in diligence, fervent in spirit, serving the Lord; 12rejoicing in hope, persevering in tribulation, devoted to prayer, 13contributing to the needs of the saints, practicing hospitality. 14Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse. 15Rejoice with those who rejoice, and weep with those who weep. 16Be of the same mind toward one another; do not be haughty in mind, but associate with the lowly. Do not be wise in your own estimation. 17Never pay back evil for evil to anyone. Respect what is right in the sight of all men. 18If possible, so far as it depends on you, be at peace with all men. 19Never take your own revenge, beloved, but leave room for the wrath of God, for it is written, “Vengeance is Mine, I will repay,” says the Lord. 20“But if your enemy is hungry, feed him, and if he is thirsty, give him a drink; for in so doing you will heap burning coals on his head.” 21Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good.

3. Not assembling with the saints every time. Heb.10:25
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4. Not giving as prospered.
1 Cor.16:2 On the first day of every week each one of you is to put aside and save, as he may prosper, so that no collections be made when I come.
2 Cor.9:6 Now this I say, he who sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and he who sows bountifully will also reap bountifully.
5. Failure of church to spread gospel. Great Commission, Matt.28:19
D. Need attitude of disciples – Luke 17:5 The apostles said to the Lord, “Increase our faith!”
IV. DOCTRINAL SOFTNESS – ALSO MORAL SOFTNESS

A. Element of this in churches today; afraid to preach whole truth because of audience.

B. Preachers, elders, Christians all, sometimes will not condemn false teaching and slack morals, erroneous practices.

1. Paul’s request. Eph.6:18-20
18With all prayer and petition pray at all times in the Spirit, and with this in view, be on the alert with all perseverance and petition for all the saints,  19and pray on my behalf, that utterance may be given to me in the opening of my mouth, to make known with boldness the mystery of the gospel, 20for which I am an ambassador in chains; that in proclaiming it I may speak boldly, as I ought to speak.
2. Peter on Pentecost. Acts 2:23 this Man, delivered over by the predetermined plan and foreknowledge of God, you nailed to a cross by the hands of godless men and put Him to death.
3. Jesus offended the Jews. Matt.15:12 Then the disciples *came and *said to Him, “Do You know that the Pharisees were offended when they heard this statement?”
 (In Matt.23, He called them hypocrites, blind guides, fools)
4. Paul—Acts 13:9-10 But Saul, who was also known as Paul, filled with the Holy Spirit, fixed his gaze on him, 10and said, “You who are full of all deceit and fraud, you son of the devil, you enemy of all righteousness, will you not cease to make crooked the straight ways of the Lord?
5. Stephen— Acts 7:51 “You men who are stiff-necked and uncircumcised in heart and ears are always resisting the Holy Spirit; you are doing just as your fathers did.”
6. Paul rebuked Peter. Gal.2:11 But when Cephas came to Antioch, I opposed him to his face, because he stood condemned.
7. King Saul was afraid of the people. 1 Sam.15:24 Then Saul said to Samuel, “I have sinned; I have indeed transgressed the command of the Lord and your words, because I feared the people and listened to their voice.
a. Preachers will not stand four-square.

b. Elders – members
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C. Other Scriptures:
2 Tim.4:1-4 I solemnly charge you in the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who is to judge the living and the dead, and by His appearing and His kingdom: 2preach the word; be ready in season and out of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort, with great patience and instruction. 3For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine; but wanting to have their ears tickled, they will accumulate for themselves teachers in accordance to their own desires, 4and will turn away their ears from the truth and will turn aside to myths.
1 Tim.5:20 Those who continue in sin, rebuke in the presence of all, so that the rest also will be fearful of sinning.
V. GOSSIP – BACKBITING – BICKERING

A. Refrain tongue. 1 Peter 3:10-11
10For, “The one who desires life, to love and see good days, Must keep his tongue from evil and his lips from speaking deceit. 11He must turn away from evil and do good; He must seek peace and pursue it.”
B. Control tongue. (James 3)
C. No talebearer – strife ceases. Proverbs 26:20 For lack of wood the fire goes out,
And where there is no whisperer, contention quiets down.
VI. PROBLEM CHILD – CHRONIC CRITIC AND GROUCH

A. Must do things just like father did.
B. Hobby riders – Anti (almost everything)

VII. SERMONETTE PREACHING

A. People demanding such, preachers doing it.

B. Can see movies, ball games, listen to political speeches – hours long!

C. Ezra preached from morning to mid-day. Nehemiah 8:1-8

1And all the people gathered as one man at the square which was in front of the Water Gate, and they asked Ezra the scribe to bring the book of the law of Moses which the Lord had given to Israel. 2Then Ezra the priest brought the law before the assembly of men, women and all who could listen with understanding, on the first day of the seventh month. 3He read from it before the square which was in front of the Water Gate from early morning until midday, in the presence of men and women, those who could understand; and all the people were attentive to the book of the law. 4Ezra the scribe stood at a wooden podium which they had made for the purpose.
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And beside him stood Mattithiah, Shema, Anaiah, Uriah, Hilkiah, and Maaseiah on his right hand; and Pedaiah, Mishael, Malchijah, Hashum, Hash-baddanah, Zechariah and Meshullam on his left hand. 5Ezra opened the book in the sight of all the people for he was standing above all the people; and when he opened it, all the people stood up. 6Then Ezra blessed the Lord the great God. And all the people answered, “Amen, Amen!” while lifting up their hands; then they bowed low and worshiped the Lord with their faces to the ground. 7Also Jeshua, Bani, Sherebiah, Jamin, Akkub, Shabbethai, Hodiah, Maaseiah, Kelita, Azariah, Jozabad, Hanan, Pelaiah, the Levites, explained the law to the people while the people remained in their place. 8They read from the book, from the law of God, translating to give the sense so that they understood the reading.

D. Paul. Acts 20:7-12
7On the first day of the week, when we were gathered together to break bread, Paul began talking to them, intending to leave the next day, and he prolonged his message until midnight. 8There were many lamps in the upper room where we were gathered together. 9And there was a young man named Eutychus sitting on the window sill, sinking into a deep sleep; and as Paul kept on talking, he was overcome by sleep and fell down from the third floor and was picked up dead. 10But Paul went down and fell upon him, and after embracing him, he said, “Do not be troubled, for his life is in him.” 11When he had gone back up and had broken the bread and eaten, he talked with them a long while until daybreak, and then left. 12They took away the boy alive, and were greatly comforted.
 (How can a preacher with love for lost souls, with so important a message, with souls so precious, afford to preach sermonettes?)

VIII. UNFRIENDLINESS

A. Has driven many away.

B. Appreciated by all—wherever found.

C. Cost so little – means so much.

D. Christ was a friend of all!

E. Unfriendly Christian never converted anyone.

CONCLUSION
All these things may not exist here.

Ones that do, remove – take cooperation and interest of all.

Remove the ones that are hindering you personally.
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