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Things That Help
Text: Gal.5:7 You were running well; who hindered you from obeying the truth?
w.e.vine <A-1,Verb,1465,> lit., "to cut into" (, "in," , "to cut"), was used of "impeding" persons by breaking up the road,… [end]
… significance virtually is, “Who broke up the road along which you were traveling so well?”

INTRODUCTION
A. Things mentioned that are hindrances:
external— Infidelity/Atheism; Evolution/Modernism; Catholicism/Denominationalism.
internal — Inefficient Eldership, Untrained Membership, Lack of true Conversion, Worldliness, Ignorance, Indifference, Lack of Appeal to World, Unbelief, Doctrinal/Moral softness, Gossip/Backbiting/Bickering, Problem Child, Sermonette Preaching, Unfriendliness.
B. All these things may not exist here. Ones that do, remove –

Take cooperation and interest of all. Remove the ones that are hindering you personally.
C. Now let us look at some things that help:

I. WORK FOR 100% ATTENDANCE OF MEMBERS
A. How many members? What % attend regularly, irregularly, never?
B. What is our duty in this?

1. Exhort others.

2. Attend ourselves (Heb.10:25)
a. How many times should we assemble? How many times does the church assemble?
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II. WORK FOR 100% COOPERATION OF MEMBERS
A. Must be united.
1 Corinthians 1:10-13 Now I exhort you, brethren, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that you all agree and that there be no divisions among you, but that you be made complete in the same mind and in the same judgment. 11For I have been informed concerning you, my brethren, by Chloe’s people, that there are quarrels among you. 12Now I mean this, that each one of you is saying, “I am of Paul,” and “I of Apollos,” and “I of Cephas,” and “I of Christ.” 13Has Christ been divided? Paul was not crucified for you, was he? Or were you baptized in the name of Paul?
1 Corinthians 3:1-9 And I, brethren, could not speak to you as to spiritual men, but as to men of flesh, as to infants in Christ. 2I gave you milk to drink, not solid food; for you were not yet able to receive it. Indeed, even now you are not yet able, 3for you are still fleshly. For since there is jealousy and strife among you, are you not fleshly, and are you not walking like mere men? 4For when one says, “I am of Paul,” and another, “I am of Apollos,” are you not mere men? 5What then is Apollos? And what is Paul? Servants through whom you believed, even as the Lord gave opportunity to each one. 6I planted, Apollos watered, but God was causing the growth. 7So then neither the one who plants nor the one who waters is anything, but God who causes the growth. 8Now he who plants and he who waters are one; but each will receive his own reward according to his own labor. 9For we are God’s fellow workers; you are God’s field, God’s building.
1 Corinthians 12:12-27 For even as the body is one and yet has many members, and all the members of the body, though they are many, are one body, so also is Christ. 13For by one Spirit we were all baptized into one body, whether Jews or Greeks, whether slaves or free, and we were all made to drink of one Spirit. 14For the body is not one member, but many. 15If the foot says, “Because I am not a hand, I am not a part of the body,” it is not for this reason any the less a part of the body. 16And if the ear says, “Because I am not an eye, I am not a part of the body,” it is not for this reason any the less a part of the body. 17If the whole body were an eye, where would the hearing be? If the whole were hearing, where would the sense of smell be? 18But now God has placed the members, each one of them, in the body, just as He desired. 19If they were all one member, where would the body be? 20But now there are many members, but one body. 21And the eye cannot say to the hand, “I have no need of you”; or again the head to the feet, “I have no need of you.” 22On the contrary, it is much truer that the members of the body which seem to be weaker are necessary; 23and those members of the body which we deem less honorable, on these we bestow more abundant honor, and our less presentable members become much more presentable, 24whereas our more presentable members have no need of it. But God has so composed the body, giving more abundant honor to that member which lacked, 25so that there may be no division in the body, but that the members may have the same care for one another. 26And if one member suffers, all the members suffer with it; if one member is honored, all the members rejoice with it. 27Now you are Christ’s body, and individually members of it.

Ephesians 4:11-16 And He gave some as apostles, and some as prophets, and some as evangelists, and some as pastors and teachers, 12for the equipping of the saints for the work of service, to the building up of the body of Christ; 13until we all attain to the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to a mature man, to the measure of the stature which belongs to the fullness of Christ. 14As a result, we are no longer to be children, tossed here and there by waves and carried about by every wind of doctrine, by the trickery of men, by craftiness in deceitful scheming; 15but speaking the truth in love, we are to grow up in all aspects into Him who is the head, even Christ, 16from whom the whole body, being fitted and held together by what every joint supplies, according to the proper working of each individual part, causes the growth of the body for the building up of itself in love.
In unity there is strength. Must be able to work and strive together. Phil.1:27
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Only conduct yourselves in a manner worthy of the gospel of Christ, so that whether I come and see you or remain absent, I will hear of you that you are standing firm in one spirit, with one mind striving together for the faith of the gospel;

B. Elders need to have a work plan for the congregation. Congregation needs to work the plan.
1. Training program, Visitation program, etc.
2. Must have program of work: Sail not Drift !

a. Farmer plants crop; Captain of ship knows where he is going and what he is doing.

b. Church is the ship of Zion – is it sailing or drifting?

3. The elders need to know the congregation and plan work for it.
Congregation needs to know the elders and the work planned for it.

III. RESTORE THOSE NOT LIVING RIGHT

A. Restore. Gal.6:1 Brethren, even if anyone is caught in any trespass, you who are spiritual, restore such a one in a spirit of gentleness; each one looking to yourself, so that you too will not be tempted.
B. Convert. James 5:19-20 My brethren, if any among you strays from the truth and one turns him back, 20let him know that he who turns a sinner from the error of his way will save his soul from death and will cover a multitude of sins.
C. Warn. 1 Thessalonians 5:14 We urge you, brethren, admonish the unruly, encourage the fainthearted, help the weak, be patient with everyone.

D. Principally work of elders. Tend the flock (Acts 20:28)
Actual shepherd brings in any straying sheep.
IV. WITHDRAW FROM THE DISORDERLY
Matt.18:15-17 “If your brother sins, go and show him his fault in private; if he listens to you, you have won your brother. 16But if he does not listen to you, take one or two more with you, so that by the mouth of two or three witnesses every fact may be confirmed. 17If he refuses to listen to them, tell it to the church; and if he refuses to listen even to the church, let him be to you as a Gentile and a tax collector.”
Rom.16:17-18 Now I urge you, brethren, keep your eye on those who cause dissensions and hindrances contrary to the teaching which you learned, and turn away from them. 18For such men are slaves, not of our Lord Christ but of their own appetites; and by their smooth and flattering speech they deceive the hearts of the unsuspecting.
1 Cor.5:11-13 But actually, I wrote to you not to associate with any so-called brother if he is an immoral person, or covetous, or an idolater, or a reviler, or a drunkard, or a swindler—not even to eat with such a one. 12For what have I to do with judging outsiders? Do you not judge those who are within the church? 13But those who are outside, God judges. Remove the wicked man from among yourselves.
2 Thess.3:6 Now we command you, brethren, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that you keep away from every brother who leads an unruly life and not according to the tradition which you received from us.
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V. MEMBERS SHOULD GIVE MORE  n.t. gives no definite amount.
A. Should we give less than the Jews did?

B. If all would just give 10% … ?
C. Could support the preacher and carry on other work!
VI. FULL REALIZATION OF CHURCH MEMBERSHIP
A. Members of local church work and serve in it !
1. Don’t run around everywhere else.

2. Even while on vacation, leaves contribution with local church.
B. Our responsibilities are in one congregation.

1. Individual responsibility is to do all I can. (Responsibility ~ Talents Matt.25:14-30)
VII. SPIRITUAL GROWTH
1 Peter 2:1-2 Therefore, putting aside all malice and all deceit and hypocrisy and envy and all slander, 2like newborn babies, long for the pure milk of the word, so that by it you may grow in respect to salvation,

Hebrews 5:12-14 For though by this time you ought to be teachers, you have need again for someone to teach you the elementary principles of the oracles of God, and you have come to need milk and not solid food. 13For everyone who partakes only of milk is not accustomed to the word of righteousness, for he is an infant. 14But solid food is for the mature, who because of practice have their senses trained to discern good and evil.
Congregation


Agree


Oversight


Pool Resources


Willingly





Phil.10-14 I appeal to you for my child Onesimus, whom I have begotten in my imprisonment, 11who formerly was useless to you, but now is useful both to you and to me. 12I have sent him back to you in person, that is, sending my very heart, 13whom I wished to keep with me, so that on your behalf he might minister to me in my imprisonment for the gospel; 14but without your consent I did not want to do anything, so that your goodness would not be, in effect, by compulsion but of your own free will.





Caprock is not large enough to need work plan – but if you think it needs one, please talk to the elders about it!
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