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INFLUENCE
TEXT: 1 Sam.8
1And it came about when Samuel was old that he appointed his sons judges over Israel. 2Now the name of his firstborn was Joel, and the name of his second, Abijah; they were judging in Beersheba. 3His sons, however, did not walk in his ways, but turned aside after dishonest gain and took bribes and perverted justice. 4Then all the elders of Israel gathered together and came to Samuel at Ramah; 5and they said to him, “Behold, you have grown old, and your sons do not walk in your ways. Now appoint a king for us to judge us like all the nations.” 6But the thing was displeasing in the sight of Samuel when they said, “Give us a king to judge us.” And Samuel prayed to the Lord. 7The Lord said to Samuel, “Listen to the voice of the people in regard to all that they say to you, for they have not rejected you, but they have rejected Me from being king over them. 8Like all the deeds which they have done since the day that I brought them up from Egypt even to this day—in that they have forsaken Me and served other gods—so they are doing to you also. 9Now then, listen to their voice; however, you shall solemnly warn them and tell them of the procedure of the king who will reign over them.” 10So Samuel spoke all the words of the Lord to the people who had asked of him a king. 11He said, “This will be the procedure of the king who will reign over you: he will take your sons and place them for himself in his chariots and among his horsemen and they will run before his chariots. 12He will appoint for himself commanders of thousands and of fifties, and some to do his plowing and to reap his harvest and to make his weapons of war and equipment for his chariots. 13He will also take your daughters for perfumers and cooks and bakers. 14He will take the best of your fields and your vineyards and your olive groves and give them to his servants. 15He will take a tenth of your seed and of your vineyards and give to his officers and to his servants. 16He will also take your male servants and your female servants and your best young men and your donkeys and use them for his work. 17He will take a tenth of your flocks, and you yourselves will become his servants. 18“Then you will cry out in that day because of your king whom you have chosen for yourselves, but the Lord will not answer you in that day.” 19Nevertheless, the people refused to listen to the voice of Samuel, and they said, “No, but there shall be a king over us, 20that we also may be like all the nations, that our king may judge us and go out before us and fight our battles.” 21Now after Samuel had heard all the words of the people, he repeated them in the Lord’s hearing. 22The Lord said to Samuel, “Listen to their voice and appoint them a king.” So Samuel said to the men of Israel, “Go every man to his city.”

INTRODUCTION
We often talk of our influence on others. We abstain from certain things because of the influence it might have.
This lesson is just the opposite — the influence that church members allow others to have on them!
The influence of denominationalism on the church is seen in the way individual members are influenced by denominationalists (l Sam. 8:19-20).
As happened to the Israelites, we can see the results of denominational influence (In the church—to be like them; in Christian lives—like denominationalists' lives).
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I. A DESIRE TO BE LIKE THE MAJORITY

A. First, see the plight of Israel (1 Sam.8:11-18)
1. Their desire burned deeply; they would pay the price!
2. Pleasing others (and themselves) was of the essence — God was second\
B. Some now want organization, worship, and worldly activities in church like others have.
1. More conscience of pleasing men than God.
John 5:44 “How can you believe, when you receive glory from one another and you do not seek the glory that is from the one and only God?
12:42-43 Nevertheless many even of the rulers believed in Him, but because of the Pharisees they were not confessing Him, for fear that they would be put out of the synagogue; 43for they loved the approval of men rather than the approval of God.
2. Such condemned; but they are willing to pay the price!

C. Consider the errors of the majority. Matt.7:13-14 “Enter through the narrow gate; for the gate is wide and the way is broad that leads to destruction, and there are many who enter through it. 14For the gate is small and the way is narrow that leads to life, and there are few who find it.”
1. Where was the multitude in the day of Noah? (only 8 souls saved)
2. Where was the majority at the trial of Jesus?
3. Where is the majority today?
11. UNGODLINESS TOLERATED IN MEMBERS

A. Cursing, lying, drinking, ungodly business practices seen in so many churches.

1. Almost come to expect such in every church!

2. Most always just let it go — but... Gal.6:l Brethren, even if a man is caught in any trespass, you who are spiritual, restore such a one in a spirit of gentleness; each one looking to yourself, lest you too be tempted.
3. Try to justify {ungodliness} with: Why should I be the only one not doing this?
a. Many seem to think that if someone else is doing wrong, they also may do so, and attempt to justify it in this manner. Justify my sin because of your sin!
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B. Regrettable that many churches/elders even now tolerate more than they should.
1. "Lord's plan of discipline not the best way" some say. "It is too harsh, might run someone away from the church."
Rom.l6:17 Now I urge you, brethren, keep your eye on those who cause dissensions and hindrances contrary to the teaching which you learned, and turn away from them.
2 Thess.3:6 Now we command you, brethren, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that you keep aloof from every brother who leads an unruly life and not according to the tradition which you received from us.
2. I charge: Too often churches/elders are more concerned with what people think than in obeying the Lord's Truth'.
a. Seldom is one personally told today that he is not living as a faithful member should.
Rom.12:1-2 Therefore I urge you, brethren, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies a living and holy sacrifice, acceptable to God, which is your spiritual service of worship. 2And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, so that you may prove what the will of God is, that which is good and acceptable and perfect.
b. Almost never is one personally admonished about his contribution! Col.3:5-6
Therefore consider the members of your earthly body as dead to immorality, impurity, passion, evil desire, and greed, which amounts to idolatry. For it is on account of these things that the wrath of God will come,
Just the preacher, since everyone knows what he makes and determines how much he should give!
3. Purpose in discipline.

1 Tim.5:20 Those (elders) who continue in sin, rebuke in the presence of all (elders), so that the rest also may be fearful of sinning.
Acts 5:11 And great fear came upon the whole church, and upon all who heard of these things.
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III. WORLDLY ACTIVITIES SPONSORED BY THE CHURCH

A. Not uncommon for religious groups to sponsor dancing and gambling activities.
(Bingo; Las Vegas Night; etc.)
1. This influenced many members of church to feel that such is permissible
(both as a personal thing{gambling okay} and as a church activity).
2. Some congregations now engage in both secular and ungodly activities.
a. Sponsor dances, swimming parties, etc.
b. Both produce lustful, lewd emotions, forbidden by Scripture.
Matt.5:27-28 "You have heard that it was said, 'you shall not commit adultery'; but I say to you, that everyone who looks on a woman to lust for her has committed adultery with her already in his heart."
1 Tim.2:9 Likewise, I want women to adorn themselves with proper clothing, modestly and discreetly, not with braided hair and gold or pearls or costly garments;
c. If bathing suits are not immodest apparel, where does immodesty begin?
3. Some sponsor camps and other forms of sporting or recreational events such as skating parties, picnics etc., that are not sinful in and of themselves, but are not authorized by our Lord as a work of the church.
B. Many have lost sight of God's mission for the church.
1. Same as was Christ's — Save Souls'.
2. Souls can be saved in only one way — by teaching the Word of God. 

1 Peter 1:22-23 Since you have in obedience to the truth purified your souls for a sincere love of the brethren, fervently love one another from the heart, 23 for you have been born again not of seed which is perishable but imperishable, that is, through the living and enduring word of God.
Rom.1:16

1 Cor.1:18-25 For the word of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God. 19For it is written, “I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, And the cleverness of the clever I will set aside.” 20Where is the wise man? Where is the scribe? Where is the debater of this age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the world? 21For since in the wisdom of God the world through its wisdom did not come to know God, God was well-pleased through the foolishness of the message preached to save those who believe. 22For indeed Jews ask for signs and Greeks search for wisdom; 23but we preach Christ crucified, to Jews a stumbling block and to Gentiles foolishness, 24but to those who are the called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God. 25Because the foolishness of God is wiser than men, and the weakness of God is stronger than men.
3. Cannot substitute social, sporting, benevolent acts for preaching gospel.

4. Remove enticements of conversion and you see who and what people are converted to.
5. Heard an impressive statement once: Those won by iced tea, fried chicken and ice cream socials are spiritually as cold as the ice cream, weak as the tea and dead as the chicken.
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IV. NOMINAL ATTITUDE TOWARD THINGS SPIRITUAL

A. How many denominational people do you know that are really active in their beliefs? Very few are, indeed! {I know of some here in Caneyville! Bill Boone outstanding example)
1. Their attitude in this respect has certainly had great influence on church members.

2. We think of freedom as being our own bosses.
B. This has led to much negligence on part of church members.

1. In attendance, studying, personal work, waiting on Lord's table, leading prayer, songs.

2. Who really benefits from your faithfulness? It is easy to see!
V. FINALLY LEADS TO DOUBTING GOD

A. How many of your acquaintances show belief in God?

1. Most live no differently from way a conscientious Atheist does.

2. Though claimed, very few manifest fruits of faith.

B. To doubt God bad for anyone — terrible for those who were once enlightened.
1. Do you doubt God's existence ... His Power?

2. Doubt the loving grace extended through His Son?

3. Doubt His Word — that He means exactly what He says? a. Look to the manifestations in your actions for the answer to these questions.

CONCLUSION
No doubt but that all have been influenced, at least to some degree, by those outside Christ.
Have you been led away from God by leaving His Word, His Son, His People?
Though others may influence us to wrong, we shall still stand in judgment to give account for ourselves!
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