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TEXT: Col.3:9 Lie not one to another, seeing that ye have put off the old man with his deeds;
Eph.4:25 Wherefore putting away lying, speak every man truth with his neighbor: for we are members one of another.
INTRODUCTION
A. ABC evening news, December 12, 2001, had a short item about lie detectors and how they could be fooled but that a brain scan could not be fooled. Prior to a break and this bit of news, this item was printed on the screen: “A person lies an estimated 25 times a day.”

B. The Bible has a great deal to say about lying.

C. No liar can go to Heaven!

Rev.21:8 But for the cowardly and unbelieving and abominable* and murderers and immoral persons and sorcerers and idolaters and ALL LIARS, their part (will be) in the lake that burns with fire and brimstone, which is the second death. Some pretty bad folks in this verse! *clarke: Those who are polluted with unnatural lust. robertson: …defiled by impurities of emperor-worship…
1 Tim.1:9-10 knowing this, that the law is not made for a righteous man (to restrain him from unrighteousness) but for the lawless and disobedient, for the ungodly and for sinners, for unholy and profane, for murderers of fathers and murderers of mothers, for manslayers, for whoremongers, for them that defile themselves with mankind, for menstealers, FOR LIARS, for perjured persons, and if there be any other thing that is contrary to sound doctrine;
C. The Devil is the father of liars and lies. John 8:44 "You are of your father the devil, and you want to do the desires of your father. He was a murderer from the beginning, and does not stand in the truth because there is no truth in him. Whenever he speaks a lie, he speaks from his own nature, for he is a liar and the father of lies.”

D. Lying defined: “Untruth uttered or acted with the intent to deceive.”

Webster: “marked by or containing falsehoods”

Lie: “1: to make an untrue statement with intent to deceive

2: to create a false or misleading impression”
I. BIBLE RECORD OF SOME LIES TOLD:
A. Cretians were liars (Titus 1:12)

One of themselves, (even) a prophet of their own, said, The Cretians (are) always liars,…

B. There were false apostles

2 Cor.11:13 For such men are false apostles, deceitful workers, disguising themselves as apostles of Christ.;

Rev.2:2 I know thy works, and thy labor, and thy patience, and how thou canst not bear them which are evil: and thou hast tried them which say they are apostles, and are not, and hast found them liars:)
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C. The lies of Abraham (Gen.12:10-20). [Sarah = Abraham’s wife and sister, Gen.20:12.]

10Now there was a famine in the land; so Abram went down to Egypt to sojourn there, for the famine was severe in the land. 11And it came about when he came near to Egypt, that he said to Sarai his wife, "See now, I know that you are a beautiful woman; 12and it will come about when the Egyptians see you, that they will say, 'This is his wife'; and they will kill me, but they will let you live. 13Please say that you are my sister so that it may go well with me because of you, and that I may live on account of you." 14And it came about when Abram came into Egypt, the Egyptians saw that the woman was very beautiful. 15And Pharaoh's officials saw her and praised her to Pharaoh; and the woman was taken into Pharaoh's house. 16Therefore he treated Abram well for her sake; and gave him sheep and oxen and donkeys and male and female servants and female donkeys and camels. 17But the LORD struck Pharaoh and his house with great plagues because of Sarai, Abram's wife. 18Then Pharaoh called Abram and said, "What is this you have done to me? Why did you not tell me that she was your wife? 19Why did you say, 'She is my sister,' so that I took her for my wife? Now then, here is your wife, take her and go." 20And Pharaoh commanded his men concerning him; and they escorted him away, with his wife and all that belonged to him.
D. Michal’s [David’s wife] deception 1 Sam.19:8-17
8 When there was war again, David went out and fought with the Philistines, and defeated them with great slaughter, so that they fled before him. 9Now there was an evil spirit from the LORD on Saul as he was sitting in his house with his spear in his hand, and David was playing the harp with his hand. 10And Saul tried to pin David to the wall with the spear, but he slipped away out of Saul's presence, so that he stuck the spear into the wall. And David fled and escaped that night. 11Then Saul sent messengers to David's house to watch him, in order to put him to death in the morning. But Michal, David's wife, told him, saying, "If you do not save your life tonight, tomorrow you will be put to death." 12So Michal let David down through a window, and he went out and fled and escaped. 13And Michal took the household idol and laid it on the bed, and put a quilt of goats' hair at its head, and covered it with clothes. 14When Saul sent messengers to take David, she said, "He is sick." 15Then Saul sent messengers to see David, saying, "Bring him up to me on his bed, that I may put him to death." 16When the messengers entered, behold, the household idol was on the bed with the quilt of goats' hair at its head. 17So Saul said to Michal, "Why have you deceived me like this and let my enemy go, so that he has escaped?" And Michal said to Saul, "He said to me, 'Let me go! Why should I put you to death?'" 18Now David fled and escaped and came to Samuel at Ramah, and told him all that Saul had done to him. And he and Samuel went and stayed in Naioth.
Michal (Mi’kal): Rivulet, or who as God?, the younger of Saul’s two daughters by his wife Ahinoam (1 Sam. 14:49, 50). “Attracted by the graces of his person and the gallantry of his conduct, she fell in love with David and became his wife” (1 Sam. 18:20-28). She showed her affection for him by promoting his escape to Naioth when Saul sought his life (1 Sam. 19:12-17. Compare Ps. 59. See TERAPHIM). After this she did not see David for many years. Meanwhile she was given in marriage to another man, Phalti or Phaltiel of Gallim (1 Sam. 25:44), but David afterwards formally reclaimed her as his lawful wife (2 Sam. 3:13-16). The relation between her and David soon after this was altered. They became alienated from each other. This happened on that memorable day when the ark was brought up in great triumph from its temporary resting-place to the Holy City. In David’s conduct on that occasion she saw nothing but a needless humiliation of the royal dignity (1 Chr. 15:29). She remained childless, and thus the races of David and Saul were not mixed. In 2 Sam. 21:8 her name again occurs, but the name Merab should probably be here substituted for Michal (Compare 1 Sam. 18:19).
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E. The lie of Ananias and Sapphira (Acts 5:1-11).

1But a certain man named Ananias, with his wife Sapphira, sold a piece of property, 2and kept back some of the price for himself, with his wife's full knowledge, and bringing a portion of it, he laid it at the apostles' feet. 3But Peter said, "Ananias, why has Satan filled your heart to lie to the Holy Spirit, and to keep back some of the price of the land? 4While it remained unsold, did it not remain your own? And after it was sold, was it not under your control? Why is it that you have conceived this deed in your heart? You have not lied to men, but to God." 5And as he heard these words, Ananias fell down and breathed his last; and great fear came upon all who heard of it. 6And the young men arose and covered him up, and after carrying him out, they buried him. 7Now there elapsed an interval of about three hours, and his wife came in, not knowing what had happened. 8And Peter responded to her, "Tell me whether you sold the land for such and such a price?" And she said, "Yes, that was the price." 9Then Peter said to her, "Why is it that you have agreed together to put the Spirit of the Lord to the test? Behold, the feet of those who have buried your husband are at the door, and they shall carry you out as well." 10And she fell immediately at his feet, and breathed her last; and the young men came in and found her dead, and they carried her out and buried her beside her husband. 11And great fear came upon the whole church, and upon all who heard of these things.

II. WAYS IN WHICH WE CAN LIE
A. By stating that which we know to be false, a “deliberate lie” 1 Kings 13:18 . . . "I also am a prophet like you, and an angel spoke to me by the word of the lord, saying, 'Bring him back with you to your house, that he may eat bread and drink water.'" But he lied to him.

B. By stating as true that which we believe to be false, although it works out as stated. 

Note: Our intent has been to deceive!

C. By claiming to tell the whole truth while concealing part of the truth (Acts 5:1-11)


1. Abraham, “wife” and “sister” - Genesis 20:12
D. By changing {exchanging} the truth into {for} a lie. Rom.1:24-25 Wherefore God also gave them up to uncleanness, through the lusts of their own hearts, to dishonor their own bodies between themselves: who changed the truth of God into a lie1, and worshipped and served the creature more than the Creator, who is blessed for ever. Amen. 

1Lenski: “. . . exchanged the truth regarding God for a lie . . .”

RSV: “. . . they exchanged the truth about God for a lie . . .”

Phillips: “These men deliberately forfeited the truth of God and accepted a lie, . . .”

E. By deceptive lives.

Rom.13:13 Let us walk honestly, as in the day, not in rioting and drunkenness, not in chambering and wantonness, not in strife and envying:
2 Cor.4:1-2 Therefore, seeing we have this ministry, as we have received mercy, we faint not; but have renounced the hidden things of dishonesty, not walking in craftiness, nor handling the word of God deceitfully; but, by manifestation of the truth, commending ourselves to every man’s conscience in the sight of God.
Acts 5:1-11
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III. THE DESTINY OF LIARS:

A. They will be cast into the lake of fire Rev.21:8 But for the cowardly and unbelieving and abominable and murderers and immoral persons and sorcerers and idolaters and all liars, their part (will be) in the lake that burns with fire and brimstone, which is the second death.
B. Hell was prepared for the Devil, the father of lies, and his angels (Matt.25:41 Then shall He say also unto them on the left hand, Depart from Me, ye cursed, into everlasting fire, prepared for the devil and his angels:
C. Liars cannot enter into Heaven Rev.22:10-15 And He saith unto me, Seal not the sayings of the prophecy of 
this book: for the time is at hand. 11He that is unjust, let him be unjust still: and he which is filthy, let him be filthy still: 
and he that is righteous, let him be righteous still: and he that is holy, let him be holy still. 12And behold, I come 
quickly; and My reward (is) with Me, to give every man according as his work shall be. 13I am Alpha and Omega, the 
beginning and the end, the first and the last. 14Blessed (are) they that do His commandments, that they may have right to 
the tree of life, and may enter in through the gates into the city. 15For without (are) dogs, and sorcerers, and 
whoremongers, and murderers, and idolaters, and whosoever loveth and maketh a lie.
IV. HOW TO OVERCOME LYING

A. Be sincere.
Isa.32:6 For the vile person will speak villainy {“the fool will still utter folly” Adam Clarke}, and his heart will work iniquity, to practice hypocrisy, and to utter error against the Lord, to make empty the soul of the hungry, and he will cause the drink of the thirsty to fail.
1 Tim.4:1-2 But the Spirit explicitly says that in later times some will fall away from the faith, paying attention to deceitful spirits and doctrines of demons, by means of the hypocrisy of liars seared in their own conscience as with a branding iron,

James 3:17 But the wisdom that is from above is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, (and) easy to be entreated, full of mercy and good fruits, without partiality, and without hypocrisy.
1 Pet.2:1-2 Therefore, putting aside all malice and all deceit and hypocrisy and envy and all slander, 2 like newborn babies, long for the pure milk of the word, so that by it you may grow in respect to salvation,

B. Be obedient to God’s Word.

Col.3:9 Lie not one to another, seeing that ye have put off the old man with his deeds;

Eph.4:25 Wherefore putting away lying, speak every man truth with his neighbor: for we are members one of another.

1 John 1:5-10 [. . . If we say that we have fellowship with Him, and walk in darkness, we lie, . . .] 2:1-5 [4 He that saith, I know Him, and keepeth not His commandments, is a liar, and the truth is not in him.]
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C. Follow Christ’s example.

Heb.4:14-15 Seeing then that we have a great high priest, that is passed into the heavens, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold (fast our) profession. For we have not a high priest which cannot be touched with the feeling of our infirmities; but was in all points tempted like as (we are), yet without sin.
1 Pet.2:21-22 For you have been called for this purpose, since Christ also suffered for you, leaving you an example for you to follow in His steps, who committed no sin, nor was any deceit found in his mouth;

D. Study to be quiet. 1 Thess.4:11-12 and to make it your ambition to lead a quiet life and attend to your own business and work with your hands, just as we commanded you, so that you will behave properly toward outsiders and not be in any need.

E. Think on things honest. Phil.4:8 Finally, brethren, whatsoever things are true, whatsoever things (are) honest, 
whatsoever things (are) pure, whatsoever things (are) lovely, whatsoever things (are) of good report; if (there be) any virtue, and if (there be) any praise; think on these things.
F. Select the right associates.

G. Pray for help in overcoming this evil.

Eph.3:20 Now unto Him that is able to do exceeding abundantly above all that we ask or think, . . .
Luke 11:11 If a son shall ask bread of any of you that is a father, will he give him a stone? (or) if (he ask) a fish, will he for a fish give him a serpent?
Matt.7:11 "If you then, being evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will your Father who is in heaven give what is good to those who ask Him!”

John 15:7 "If you abide in Me, and My words abide in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be done for you.”

1 John 2:1-2 My little children, these things write I unto you, that ye sin not. And if any man sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous: and He is the propitiation for our sins: and not for ours only, but also for the sins of the whole world.
CONCLUSION
A. Only the truth can make men free (John 8:32).

B. When we consider the joys of heaven, the punishment of hell, and the fact that lying will keep one out of heaven and cause one to have to be for all eternity in hell, we should be prompted to speak the truth.

C. May we ever keep in mind the fact that by our words we can be justified and by our words we 
can be condemned! (Matt.12:37)
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