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LESSONS FROM LITTLE CREATURES

Prov.30:24-28 (kjv) 24There be four things which are little upon the earth, but they are exceeding wise:  25The ants are a people not strong, yet they prepare their meat in the summer; 26The conies are but a feeble folk, yet make they their houses in the rocks; 27The locusts have no king, yet go they forth all of them by bands; 28The spider taketh hold with her hands, and is in kings' palaces.
INTRODUCTION
1. We look for big things and, in so doing, little things go unnoticed.

a. 2 Kings 5:13 “If the prophet had bid thee do some great thing…”
b. Some brethren are so obsessed with the “big campaign” that they think a gospel meeting cannot accomplish much.

2. In overlooking little things, we miss some great lessons.

a. Big things do not always teach biggest lessons, or accomplish best results.

3. Jesus attached importance to little things when He said: (Matt.10:42)

"And whoever in the name of a disciple gives to one of these little ones (or, humble folk) even a cup of cold water to drink, truly I say to you he shall not lose his reward."
4. Wisdom of these four little creatures make up for their insignificance. Their instincts and habits lift them into great respectability.

5. Learning lessons from them may influence our whole lives.
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I. WHAT THE ANTS TEACH   Prov.30:25 
The ants are not a strong folk, But they prepare their food in the summer;

A. Diligent preparation! Prov.6:6-8
to the ant, O sluggard, Observe her ways and be wise,  Which, having no chief, Officer or ruler, Prepares her food in the summer, And gathers her provision in the harvest.
1. “Sluggard” – “an habitually lazy person” (Webster)

2. Have no guide, overseer, ruler, yet work diligently to gather their food.

3. There is no more industrious insect than the ant; not even the honeybee.

4. None born tired; no drones, no slackers, no shirkers.

5. Never go on strike; one motto: work!

6. A People – they live in communities regulated by definite laws, each member of the society bearing a well defined and separate part of the work of the colony (American International Ency.)

Physical lesson for this life – Don’t let things interfere with our labor. We want the good things of life, we have to work to get them! Don’t feel good, so we don’t go to work and then our pay-check is not as big as we would like it to be and realize we would have felt better to go to work than to stay at home.

B. Christians and, really, everyone, should profit by ants’ wisdom.

1. Should work during summer of life. (Jeremiah 8:20)

"Harvest is past, summer is ended, And we are not saved."

2. Lost opportunities will be regretted.

Matt.25:1-10 (Virgins, 5 wise and 5 foolish)

Luke 12:16-20 (Rich Farmer – bigger barns, eat, drink, be merry)

3. Parable of Vineyard (Matt.20:1-16 – Hired laborers; all worked.)
4. Earlier we enter, more time to work (Eccl.12:1). More sheaves, etc.

Remember also your Creator in the days of your youth, before the evil days come and the years draw near when you will say, "I have no delight in them";
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5. Winter time coming (Gal.6:10 So then, while we have opportunity, let us do good to all men, and especially to those who are of the household of the faith.
John 9:4 "We must work the works of Him who sent Me, as long as it is day; night is coming, when no man can work.”)
Ant sleeps in winter, not in summer.

Prov.20:13 Do not love sleep, lest you become poor; Open your eyes, and you will be satisfied with food. 26:14 As the door turns on its hinges, So does the sluggard on his bed.
a. Christians who work here will rest in eternity. Rev.14:13 And I heard a voice from heaven, saying, "Write, 'Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord from now on!'" "Yes," says the Spirit, "that they may rest from their labors, for their deeds follow with them."
6. Ant doesn’t store food where he may be robbed. Matt 6:19-20 "Do not lay up for yourselves treasures upon earth, where moth and rust destroy, and where thieves break in and steal. But lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust destroys, and where thieves do not break in or steal;”
II. WHAT THE CONIES TEACH Prov.30:26
The badgers are not mighty folk, Yet they make their houses in the rocks; (The kjv has conies so we will focus upon this.)

A. A sure refuge. Psalm 104:18 The high mountains are for the wild goats; The cliffs are a refuge for the rock badgers (conies kjv).
1. Something like our rabbits.

2. Found in the mountains of Lebanon and valleys of Jordan and Dead Sea.

3. Helpless, defenseless. Would become extinct except for their refuge.

4. A Cleft in the rock is nature’s safest refuge.

a. Cliff dwellers and all mankind appreciate its security in storm or war.
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B. Bible abounds in figurative passages concerning the Christian’s refuge.

Isa.28:16 Therefore thus says the Lord god, "Behold, I am laying in Zion a stone, a tested stone, A costly cornerstone for the foundation, firmly placed. He who believes in it will not be disturbed.”

Acts 4:11 "He is the stone which was rejected by you, the builders, but which became the very corner stone.”
Eph 2:20 having been built upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus Himself being the corner stone,
1 Pet.2:4-5 And coming to Him as to a living stone, rejected by men, but choice and precious in the sight of God, you also, as living stones, are being built up as a spiritual house for a holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ.
C. Christ is our rock and our refuge.

1. Like the conies, we are helpless. Jer.10:23 I know, o lord, that a man's way is not in himself; Nor is it in a man who walks to direct his steps.
2. Our refuge must not be:

a. Lies Isa.28:15 …For we have made falsehood our refuge and we have concealed ourselves with deception."

b. Ourselves 2 Cor.1:9 … we should not trust in ourselves, but in God who raises the dead;
c. Wealth 1 Tim.6:17 Instruct those who are rich in this present world not to be conceited or to fix their hope on the uncertainty of riches, but on God, who richly supplies us with all things to enjoy.
d. Nor man (by a man, Adam, came Death—1 Cor.15:21)

3. Our refuge is God

Psalm 94:22 But the lord has been my stronghold, And my God the rock of my refuge.
        9:9 The lord also will be a stronghold for the oppressed, A stronghold in times of trouble,
Deut.33:27 "The eternal God is a dwelling place (or, refuge), …”
a. Coney was easy prey when he left his refuge; likewise man when he leaves God.

b. Israel without God was without manna, water, etc.

c. Song: He Hideth My Soul.
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III. WHAT THE LOCUSTS TEACH  Prov.30:27
The locusts have no king, Yet all of them go out in ranks;

A. Unity and cooperation.

1. Locusts was a plague to Egypt (Exodus 10:14-15). No plague if scattered.

2. Locusts have no king, yet have order and discipline and can sweep over land like invasion of a great army.

a. An invading army typified as locusts, Jer.51:14 The lord of hosts has sworn by Himself: "Surely I will fill you with a population like locusts, And they will cry out with shouts of victory over you." 27 Lift up a signal in the land, Blow a trumpet among the nations! Consecrate the nations against her, … Bring up the horses like bristly locusts.
b. Horses compared to locusts, above, and Joel 2:4

Their appearance is like the appearance of horses; And like war horses, so they run.
c. Work together to strip the vegetation, Joel 1:4

gnawing locust, swarming locust, creeping locust stripping locust
B. Profitable lesson for the church.

1. Our strength is dissipated in division.

Matt.12:25 And knowing their thoughts He said to them, "Any kingdom divided against itself is laid waste; and any city or house divided against itself shall not stand.”
1 Cor.1:10-13 10Now I exhort you, brethren, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that you all agree, and there be no divisions among you, but you be made complete in the same mind and in the same judgment. 11For I have been informed concerning you, my brethren, by Chloe's people, that there are quarrels among you. 12Now I mean this, that each one of you is saying, "I am of Paul," and "I of Apollos," and "I of Cephas," and "I of Christ." 13Has Christ been divided? Paul was not crucified for you, was he? Or were you baptized in the name of Paul?
2. Speak the same thing does not mean we must see eye to eye on matters of expediency. Make allowances for differences in spiritual growth.
Rom.14:1 Now accept the one who is weak in faith, but not for the purpose of passing judgment on his opinions.
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a. Examples: Head coverings; smoking, war, Bible classes (? I read of a church [1994] that decided to quit using literature in classes—had problems with every preacher trying to get literature in classes.) (1994 – list of questions sent out by some churches to preachers; some considered it as a creed.)

b. On matters of doctrine, we must be united: Plan of salvation; worship; work.

3. If the locust can cooperate without a King, surely we can with one!

IV. WHAT THE SPIDER TEACHES Prov.30:28

The lizard you may grasp with the hands, Yet it is in kings' palaces. (kjv = spider)
A. Fearless labor and perseverance.

1. Takes hold – not afraid of task even in kings palace.

a. The one talent man was afraid (Matt.25:25)
2. If the spider fails, he tries again and again.

Ency. Britannica – Robert “the Bruce,” the 14th Century champion of Scottish independence from England, became King of Scots in 1306 and led the forces that freed Scotland from English suzerainty in 1328. Among the legends that later became attached to his name was the story that, when outlawed and hard pressed by the English, with his fortunes at low ebb, he derived hope and patience from watching a spider perseveringly weave its web.

The Legend: Bruce, Scotland’s king, lost six battles against the English. He retired to his hut despondent over Scotland’s future and there watched a spider trying to throw a thread from one beam to another. Six times he failed … succeeded the seventh time! (A Salesman—may sell something only after the 5th or 6th try!)

3. Our need for perseverance and courage. Matt.10:28 "And do not fear those who kill the body, but are unable to kill the soul; but rather fear Him who is able to destroy both soul and body in hell.”
Matt.24:12-13 "And because lawlessness is increased, most people's love will grow cold. But the one who endures to the end, he shall be saved.”
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CONCLUSION
1. Take advantage of opportunity in summer – accept the gospel!

2. Take refuge in the Rock of Ages.

3. Cooperate with God’s people.

4. Persevere to the end and the reward is yours! 
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