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“LOOK WHAT YOU MADE ME DO” or PASSING THE BUCK

INTRODUCTION
A. Adam and Eve. Gen.3:1-13 1Now the serpent was more crafty than any other beast of the field that the LORD God had made.He said to the woman, "Did God actually say, 'You shall not eat of any tree in the garden'?" 2And the woman said to the serpent, "We may eat of the fruit of the trees in the garden, 3but God said, 'You shall not eat of the fruit of the tree that is in the midst of the garden, neither shall you touch it, lest you die.'" 4But the serpent said to the woman, "You will not surely die. 5For God knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil." 6So when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was a delight to the eyes, and that the tree was to be desired to make one wise, she took of its fruit and ate, and she also gave some to her husband who was with her, and he ate. 7Then the eyes of both were opened, and they knew that they were naked. And they sewed fig leaves together and made themselves loincloths. 8And they heard the sound of the LORD God walking in the garden in the cool of the day, and the man and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the LORD God among the trees of the garden. 9But the LORD God called to the man and said to him, "Where are you?" 10And he said, "I heard the sound of you in the garden, and I was afraid, because I was naked, and I hid myself." 11He said, "Who told you that you were naked? Have you eaten of the tree of which I commanded you not to eat?" 12The man said, "The woman whom you gave to be with me, she gave me fruit of the tree, and I ate." 13Then the LORD God said to the woman, "What is this that you have done?" The woman said, "The serpent deceived me, and I ate."
B. Aaron’s sin. Exodus 32:1-6, 15-24 1When the people saw that Moses delayed to come down from the mountain, the people gathered themselves together to Aaron and said to him, "Up, make us gods who shall go before us. As for this Moses, the man who brought us up out of the land of Egypt, we do not know what has become of him." 2So Aaron said to them, "Take off the rings of gold that are in the ears of your wives, your sons, and your daughters, and bring them to me." 3So all the people took off the rings of gold that were in their ears and brought them to Aaron. 4And he received the gold from their hand and fashioned it with a graving tool and made a golden calf. And they said, "These are your gods, O Israel, who brought you up out of the land of Egypt!" 5When Aaron saw this, he built an altar before it. And Aaron made proclamation and said, "Tomorrow shall be a feast to the LORD." 6And they rose up early the next day and offered burnt offerings and brought peace offerings. And the people sat down to eat and drink and rose up to play.
15Then Moses turned and went down from the mountain with the two tablets of the testimony in his hand, tablets that were written on both sides; on the front and on the back they were written. 16The tablets were the work of God, and the writing was the writing of God, engraved on the tablets. 17When Joshua heard the noise of the people as they shouted, he said to Moses, "There is a noise of war in the camp."
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18But he said, "It is not the sound of shouting for victory, or the sound of the cry of defeat, but the sound of singing that I hear." 19And as soon as he came near the camp and saw the calf and the dancing, Moses' anger burned hot, and he threw the tablets out of his hands and broke them at the foot of the mountain. 20He took the calf that they had made and burned it with fire and ground it to powder and scattered it on the water and made the people of Israel drink it. 21And Moses said to Aaron, "What did this people do to you that you have brought such a great sin upon them?" 22And Aaron said, "Let not the anger of my lord burn hot. You know the people, that they are set on evil. 23For they said to me, 'Make us gods who shall go before us. As for this Moses, the man who brought us up out of the land of Egypt, we do not know what has become of him.' 24So I said to them, 'Let any who have gold take it off.' So they gave it to me, and I threw it into the fire, and out came this calf."
1. He sought to blame the fire and the people for his sin.
C. “Bad as he is, the devil may be abused,
Falsely charged and causelessly accused,
When men unwilling to be blamed alone,
Cast off on him the sins that are their own.”
D. Children are often heard to say this (“Look what you made me do”)
1. They start early in life putting the blame on someone else.
2. Mother rebukes daughter for making faces at bull dog -- she replies, “Well, he started it first!”
E. Let’s now look at some of “our” statements....
I. YOU HAVE HEARD THIS ~
“When I was a little boy, my parents made me go to church. Look what they made me do! No one can make me go now!”
A. Did they make you take a bath, comb your hair, go to bed at night, brush your teeth, go to school, etc.? Have you quit these things also?
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B. Should be grateful to such parents!
Eph.6:l-4 1Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for this is right. 2"Honor your father and mother" (this is the first commandment with a promise), 3"that it may go well with you and that you may live long in the land." 4Fathers, do not provoke your children to anger, but bring them up in the discipline and instruction of the Lord. 
Col.3:18-21 18Wives, submit to your husbands, as is fitting in the Lord. 19Husbands, love your wives, and do not be harsh with them. 20Children, obey your parents in everything, for this pleases the Lord. 21Fathers, do not provoke your children, lest they become discouraged.
Deut.6:6-7 6And these words that I command you today shall be on your heart. 7You shall teach them diligently to your children, and shall talk of them when you sit in your house, and when you walk by the way, and when you lie down, and when you rise.
diligent: “characterized by steady, earnest, and energetic application and effort : painstaking” “Webster’s Ninth New Collegiate Dictionary)
Prov.19:18 [KJV] Chasten thy son while there is hope, and let not thy soul spare for his crying.
If we do not discipline them while they are young, there will come a time when we will not be able to do so.
C. The person who says he quits the church because his parents made him go is only seeking to place the blame of his sins upon someone else, just as Adam, Eve and Aaron.
II. WE OFTEN HEAR THIS ~

“I got sick and they didn’t visit me; so I just quit the church. Look what they made me do!”
A. The Bible tells of the sick calling for others to visit them. Did you? James 5:14
Is anyone among you sick? Let him call for the elders of the church, and let them pray over him, anointing him with oil in the name of the Lord.

B. Many who complain about others not visiting them do not visit others when they are sick. What about you? Do you visit the sick?
Page Four                         LOOK WHAT YOU MADE ME DO or PASSING THE BUCK                                 29 A

C. Did we become Christians to serve or to be served? Matt. 20:28 "even as the Son of Man came not to be served but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many."
D. The Preacher: So many people have a denominational concept of the preacher and think of him as a “pastor” and think that it is his duty and responsibility to visit the sick.
1. Acts 6:1-6 {v.2b “It is not desirable for us to neglect the word of God in order to serve tables.”}
2. Work of preacher may involve: 2 Sermons, 2 Bible Classes, Bulletin, Lesson Sheets, Radio, News-paper, Home Studies and Study, Study, Study!
3. Many say, “I know what the Bible teaches, but, I think it is nice for the preacher to visit.” Almost always when we do what we think is nice, we crowd out what God wants. (Gary Bunch, Nazarene church and instrumental music.)
III. THIS IS A TIME WORN STATEMENT ~

“They were not friendly so I quit the church; see how awful they treated me!”
A. Friendliness as much your responsibility as any one else. Prov.18:24 A man who has friends must himself be friendly, …
1. Did you manifest friendliness?
B. Do you go to the assembly to worship or to be friendly (to visit)? The church is a blood bought institution and it assembles for the purpose of worshipping God and to learn more of His will and how we might live our lives so as to be well pleasing unto Him.
1. We should be friendly, but many act as though they were at a ball game or a social gathering. (Have heard statement: “More reverence for dead at funeral than for Christ at assembly.”)
C. Does your Super Market manager show a real genuine friendliness toward you? What about the referee at the ball game? etc.
1. Does anyone quit these activities because they were not greeted and patted on the back by these people?
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IV. WHEN THE CHURCH IS CRITICIZED ~

Some members, rather than defend it, join in the criticism, saying, “Well, there are a lot of things going on down there that I don’t like either.” In other words, “Look at what they are doing!”
A. If the church is doing something scripturally, and it is criticized, we need to stand in defense of it.
Eph.6:10-11 10Finally, be strong in the Lord and in the strength of his might. 11Put on the whole armor of God, that you may be able to stand against the schemes of the devil.
B. When the church does that which is unscriptural, then we need to correct, not talk about it.
2 John 9; Gal.2:11-13 11But when Cephas came to Antioch, I opposed him to his face, because he stood condemned. 12For before certain men came from James, he was eating with the Gentiles; but when they came he drew back and separated himself, fearing the circumcision party. 13And the rest of the Jews acted hypocritically along with him, so that even Barnabas was led astray by their hypocrisy.
V. BACKSLIDERS OFTEN SPEAK THESE TRITE WORDS ~

They just asked for money all the time, so I quit.” -or- “They made me quit by always begging for money.”
A. May we never be justly accused of “begging” for money; on the other hand, this subject needs our attention as much as any other.
1 Cor.16: 1Now concerning the collection for the saints: as I directed the churches of Galatia, so you also are to do. 2On the first day of every week, each of you is to put something aside and store it up, as he may prosper, so that there will be no collecting when I come.
2 Cor.9: 6The point is this: whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever sows bountifully will also reap bountifully. 7Each one must give as he has made up his mind, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.
1. Does anyone quit the U.S. because it demands taxes? What about stores and service stations?
2. Needs of local church must be met. Building, preacher, literature, utilities, bulletin, benevolence, etc.
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VI. YOUNG PEOPLE QUIT AND PARENTS SAY ~

“I can’t blame them; the church didn’t furnish any recreation or entertainment for them.”
A. A lot of people think this is the church’s responsibility.
1. Where did they get this idea?
2. Not from the Bible — God’s Word!
3. From denominations!
4. Gotebo, Oklahoma; Edify, not ice cream, but....
Eph.4:11-12 11And he gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the pastors and teachers, 12to equip the saints for the work of ministry, for building up the body of Christ,
B. The church is a soul-saving institution.
Eph.2:11-22 11Therefore remember that at one time you Gentiles in the flesh, called "the uncircumcision" by what is called the circumcision, which is made in the flesh by hands-- 12remember that you were at that time separated from Christ, alienated from the commonwealth of Israel and strangers to the covenants of promise, having no hope and without God in the world. 13But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far off have been brought near by the blood of Christ. 14For he himself is our peace, who has made us both one and has broken down in his flesh the dividing wall of hostility 15by abolishing the law of commandments and ordinances, that he might create in himself one new man in place of the two, so making peace, 16and might reconcile us both to God in one body through the cross, thereby killing the hostility. 17And he came and preached peace to you who were far off and peace to those who were near. 18For through him we both have access in one Spirit to the Father. 19So then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are fellow citizens with the saints and members of the household of God, 20built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus himself being the cornerstone, 21in whom the whole structure, being joined together, grows into a holy temple in the Lord. 22In him you also are being built together into a dwelling place for God by the Spirit.
Acts 2: 38And Peter said to them, "Repent and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins, and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.  

41So those who received his word were baptized, and there were added that day about three thousand souls.

47praising God and having favor with all the people. And the Lord added to their number day by day those who were being saved.
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The entertainment and recreation of our children is the responsibility of us as parents.
Do you fulfill your obligation?

VII. GLORY SEEKERS HAVE SAlD ~

“They didn’t ever ask me to do anything; if they had, I’d still be going.”
A. Perhaps you didn’t show a willing attitude.

1. Many want to be begged.
B. On the other hand, there was the elder who thought the church couldn’t get along without him so he missed one Sunday to see — And he wasn’t even missed.
1. When we get to the point that we think we are indispensable, we are in for a surprise! 1 Cor.10:12
Therefore let anyone who thinks that he stands take heed lest he fall.

VIII. SOME SAY ~

“The preacher preached at me, so I’m not going back anymore. Look what the preacher made me do.”
A. What is a preacher supposed to do? Preach positive sermons all the time and never negative ones? Never preach against any sin lest it be applicable to someone in the congregation?
Acts 20:26-31 26Therefore I testify to you this day that I am innocent of the blood of all of you, 27for I did not shrink from declaring to you the whole counsel of God. 28Pay careful attention to yourselves and to all the flock, in which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers, to care for the church of God,[3] which he obtained with his own blood. 29I know that after my departure fierce wolves will come in among you, not sparing the flock; 30and from among your own selves will arise men speaking twisted things, to draw away the disciples after them. 31Therefore be alert, remembering that for three years I did not cease night or day to admonish everyone with tears.
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B. Almost always when a person feels that he has been preached at, the preacher is preaching on sin. you mean he was preaching at you?!
CONCLUSION
Why will we take our grievance against brethren out on God? Do you get angry at your sister or brother, and take it out on your mother or father? If so, then you are immature!
It’s time to quit playing at religion and get serious!
it still remains that each will have to answer for himself when we stand before god!
John 12:48 The one who rejects me and does not receive my words has a judge; the word that I have spoken will judge him on the last day.
Rom.2: 5But because of your hard and impenitent heart you are storing up wrath for yourself on the day of wrath when God's righteous judgment will be revealed. 6He will render to each one according to his works:
Rev.20:11-15 11Then I saw a great white throne and him who was seated on it. From his presence earth and sky fled away, and no place was found for them. 12And I saw the dead, great and small, standing before the throne, and books were opened. Then another book was opened, which is the book of life. And the dead were judged by what was written in the books, according to what they had done. 13And the sea gave up the dead who were in it, Death and Hades gave up the dead who were in them, and they were judged, each one of them, according to what they had done. 14Then Death and Hades were thrown into the lake of fire. This is the second death, the lake of fire. 15And if anyone's name was not found written in the book of life, he was thrown into the lake of fire.
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