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Why Churches of Christ do not use

Instrumental Music in Worship to God
First Half of Chart….

Moses -- Heb.9:1-10 1 Then verily the first covenant had also ordinances of divine service, and a worldly sanctuary.  2: For there was a tabernacle made; the first, wherein was the candlestick, and the table, and the shewbread; which is called the sanctuary.  3 And after the second veil, the tabernacle which is called the Holiest of all;  4 Which had the golden censer, and the ark of the covenant overlaid round about with gold, wherein was the golden pot that had manna, and Aaron's rod that budded, and the tables of the covenant;  5 And over it the cherubims of glory shadowing the mercyseat; of which we cannot now speak particularly.  6 Now when these things were thus ordained, the priests went always into the first tabernacle, accomplishing the service of God.  7 But into the second went the high priest alone once every year, not without blood, which he offered for himself, and for the errors of the people:  8 The Holy Ghost this signifying, that the way into the holiest of all was not yet made manifest, while as the first tabernacle was yet standing:  9 Which was a figure for the time then present, in which were offered both gifts and sacrifices, that could not make him that did the service perfect, as pertaining to the conscience;  10 Which stood only in meats and drinks, and divers washings, and carnal ordinances, imposed on them until the time of reformation.

   Exodus 15:20 And Miriam the prophetess, Aaron's sister, took the timbrel in her hand, and all the women went out after her with timbrels and with dancing.  {Take the timbrel, take the dancing!}

David - Psalm 150 1 Praise ye the LORD.  Praise God in his sanctuary: praise him in the firmament of his power.  2 Praise him for his mighty acts: praise him according to his excellent greatness.  3 Praise him with the sound of the trumpet: praise him with the psaltery and harp.  4 Praise him with the timbrel and dance: praise him with stringed instruments and organs.  5 Praise him upon the loud cymbals: praise him upon the high sounding cymbals.  6 Let every thing that hath breath praise the LORD.  Praise ye the LORD.


Note: God permitted many things under the Old Law that are not allowed under the New Law.  Cf. marriage, Matt.19:1-9  [v.7-8 They say unto him, Why did Moses then command to give a writing of divorcement, and to put her away? He saith unto them, Moses because of the hardness of your hearts suffered you to put away your wives: but from the beginning it was not so.]

Other Prophets - 1 Chron.16:4-5 And he [David] appointed certain of the Levites to minister before the ark of the LORD, and to record, and to thank and praise the LORD God of Israel: Asaph the chief, and next to him Zechariah, Jeiel, and Shemiramoth, and Jehiel, and Mattithiah, and Eliab, and Benaiah, and Obed-edom: and Jeiel with psalteries and with harps; but Asaph made a sound with cymbals;  … 23:5 Moreover four thousand were porters; and four thousand praised the LORD with the instruments which I made, said David, to praise therewith.  …  2 Chron.29:25-26 And he [King Hezekiah] set the Levites in the house of the LORD with cymbals, with psalteries, and with harps, according to the commandment of David, and of Gad the king's seer, and Nathan the prophet: for so was the commandment of the LORD by his prophets. And the Levites stood with the instruments of David, and the priests with the trumpets.

[Adam Clarke’s comments, next page.]
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Adam Clarke [on v.25]: “with cymbals, with psalteries)  Moses had not appointed any musical instrument to be used in the divine worship; there was nothing of the kind under the first tabernacle.  The trumpets or horns then used were not for song nor for praise, but as we use bells, i.e., to give notice to the congregation of what they were called to perform, &c.  But David did certainly introduce many instruments of music into God’s worship, for which we have already seen he was solemnly reproved by the prophet Amos, chap. vi. 1-6.  Here, however, the author of this book states he had the commandment of the prophet Nathan, and Gad the king’s seer; and this is stated to have been the commandment of the Lord by His prophets: but the Syriac and Arabic give this a different turn—‘Hezekiah appointed the Levites in the house of the Lord, with instruments of music, and the sound of harps, and with the hymns of David, and the hymns of Gad the king’s prophet and of Nathan, the King’s prophet: for David sang the praises of the Lord his God, as from the mouth of the prophets.’  It was by the hand or commandment of the Lord and His prophets that the Levites should praise the Lord; for so the Hebrew text may be understood: and it was by the order of David that so many instruments of music should be introduced into the Divine service.  But were it even evident, which it is not, either from this or any other place in the sacred writings, that instruments of music were prescribed by Divine authority under the Law, could this be adduced with any semblance of reason, that they ought to be used in Christian worship?  No: the whole spirit, soul, and genius of the Christian religion are against this: and those who know the Church of God best, and what  constitutes its genuine spiritual state, know that these things have been introduced as a substitute for the life and  power of religion; and that where they prevail most, there is least of the power of Christianity. …”  [Clarke’s Commentary, Vol. 2, p.690-691]


Amos – 6:1a Woe to them that are at ease in Zion,…  5 That chant to the sound of the viol, and invent to themselves instruments of musick, like David; (Amos 6:5 NASB)  "Who improvise to the sound of the harp, And like David have composed songs for themselves,"  [marg. Reading: invented musical instruments]


Adam Clarke “…I believe that David was not authorized by the Lord to introduce that multitude of musical instruments into the Divine worship of which we read; and I am satisfied that his conduct in this respect is most solemnly reprehended by this prophet; and I farther believe that the use of such instruments of music, in the Christian Church, is without the sanction and against the will of God; that they are subversive of the spirit of true devotion, and that they are sinful.  If there was a woe to them who invented instruments of music, as did David under the law, is there no woe, no curse to them who invent them, and introduce them into the worship of God in the Christian Church?  I am an old man, and an old minister; and I here declare that I never knew them productive of any good in the worship of God; and have had reason to believe that they were productive of much evil.  Music, as a science, I esteem and admire: but instruments of music in the house of God I abominate and abhor.  This is the abuse of music; and her I register my protest against all such corruptions in the worship of the Author of Christianity.  The late venerable and most eminent divine, the Rev. John Wesley, who was a lover of music, and an elegant poet, when asked his opinion of instruments of music being introduced into the chapels of the Methodists said, in his terse and powerful manner, ‘I have no objection to instruments of music in our chapels, provided they are neither heard nor seen.’  I say the same, though I think the expense of purchase had better be spared.”  [Clarke’s Commentary, Vol.4, p.684]

Homer Hailey “The inventing of ‘instruments of music’ ‘like [those of] David’ did not refer to the instruments used in worship; nor can this passage be used as an argument against the use of such instruments in worship today as is done by Adam Clarke.  The invented musical instruments to be used in the sordid revelry of their feasts and banquets of that day.”  [A Commentary on the Minor Prophets, p.114, on Amos 6]
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New Testament –


Heb.9:11-28

11  But when Christ appeared as a high priest of the good things to come, He entered through the greater and more perfect tabernacle, not made with hands, that is to say, not of this creation;  12 and not through the blood of goats and calves, but through His own blood, He entered the holy place once for all, having obtained eternal redemption.  13 For if the blood of goats and bulls and the ashes of a heifer sprinkling those who have been defiled, sanctify for the cleansing of the flesh,  14 how much more will the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered Himself without blemish to God, cleanse your conscience from dead works to serve the living God?  15 And for this reason He is the mediator of a new covenant, in order that since a death has taken place for the redemption of the transgressions that were committed under the first covenant, those who have been called may receive the promise of the eternal inheritance.  16 For where a covenant is, there must of necessity be the death of the one who made it.  17 For a covenant is valid only when men are dead, for it is never in force while the one who made it lives.  18 Therefore even the first covenant was not inaugurated without blood.  19 For when every commandment had been spoken by Moses to all the people according to the Law, he took the blood of the calves and the goats, with water and scarlet wool and hyssop, and sprinkled both the book itself and all the people,  20 saying, "This is the blood of the covenant which God commanded you."  21 And in the same way he sprinkled both the tabernacle and all the vessels of the ministry with the blood.  22 And according to the Law, one may almost say, all things are cleansed with blood, and without shedding of blood there is no forgiveness.  23 Therefore it was necessary for the copies of the things in the heavens to be cleansed with these, but the heavenly things themselves with better sacrifices than these.  24 For Christ did not enter a holy place made with hands, a mere copy of the true one, but into heaven itself, now to appear in the presence of God for us;  25 nor was it that He should offer Himself often, as the high priest enters the holy place year by year with blood not his own.  26 Otherwise, He would have needed to suffer often since the foundation of the world; but now once at the consummation of the ages He has been manifested to put away sin by the sacrifice of Himself.  27  And inasmuch as it is appointed for men to die once and after this comes judgment,  28 so Christ also, having been offered once to bear the sins of many, shall appear a second time for salvation without reference to sin, to those who eagerly await Him.


Heb.8:13 When He said, "A new covenant," [Jer.31:31] He has made the first obsolete. But whatever is becoming obsolete and growing old is ready to disappear.

1.
So, some say God never authorized David’s use of instruments of music in service to Him.  Others say Amos 6 deals with a misuse of instrumental music.

2.
The fact remains, then, that we must go to the N.T. to determine whether or not instrumental music is authorized by God in our worship of Him.

3.
We must have authorization from the N.T. for everything we do.

2 John 9 Whosoever transgresseth, and abideth not in the doctrine of Christ, hath not God. He that

  abideth in the doctrine of Christ, he hath both the Father and the Son.

Phil.4:9 Those things, which ye have both learned, and received, and heard, and seen in me, do: and the

God of peace shall be with you.
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New Testament Silent Concerning Instrumental Music in Praise of God!

Matt.26:30  And after singing a hymn, they went out to the Mount of Olives.
Acts 16:25  But about midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns of praise to God, and the prisoners were listening to them;
Rom.15:9  and for the Gentiles to glorify God for His mercy; as it is written, "Therefore i will give praise to Thee among the gentiles, and i will sing to Thy name."
1 Cor.14:15  …I shall sing with the spirit and I shall sing with the mind also.
Eph.5:19  speaking to one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and making melody with your heart to the Lord;
Col.3:16  Let the word of Christ richly dwell within you, with all wisdom teaching and admonishing one another with psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with thankfulness in your hearts to God.
Heb.2:12  saying, "I will proclaim Thy name to my brethren, in the midst of the congregation i will sing Thy praise."

James 5:13  …Is anyone cheerful? Let him sing praises.

Rev.5:8  And when He had taken the book, the four living creatures and the twenty-four elders fell down before the Lamb, having each one a harp, and golden bowls full of incense, which are the prayers of the saints.

Rev.14:2  And I heard a voice from heaven, like the sound of many waters and like the sound of loud thunder, and the voice which I heard was like the sound of harpists playing on their harps.

Rev.15:2  And I saw, as it were, a sea of glass mixed with fire, and those who had come off victorious from the beast and from his image and from the number of his name, standing on the sea of glass, holding harps of God.

Note: These Revelation passages employ figurative language.
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Second Chart

Gen.6:14  "Make for yourself an ark of gopher wood;”
Lev.23:12  …you shall offer a male lamb one year old without defect for a burnt offering to the Lord.
Heb.13:15  Through Him then, let us continually offer up a sacrifice of praise to God, that is, the fruit of lips that give thanks to His name.
Acts 17:24-25 "The God who made the world and all things in it, since He is Lord of heaven and earth, does not dwell in temples made with hands; neither is He served by human hands, as though He needed anything, since He Himself gives to all life and breath and all things;”
Eph.5:19  speaking to one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and making melody with your heart to the Lord;

QUESTION:

“May we use instrumental music at any time to praise the Lord?  What about listening to it on the radio, TV, records, tapes, using piano in home to sing, etc.?”

CONCLUSION:

God does not sanction nor command the use of musical instruments in the church to praise Him therewith; therefore we do not use one!

Why Churches of Christ do not use Instrumental Music in Worship to God

First Half of Chart….

Moses -- Heb.9:1-10    Exodus 15:20 {Take the timbrel, take the dancing!}  David - Psalm 150; Note: God permitted many things under the Old Law that are not allowed under the New Law.  Cf. marriage, Matt.19:1-

Other Prophets - 1 Chron.16:4-5; 23:5; 2 Chron.29:25-26 Adam Clarke [on v.25]: “with cymbals, with psalteries)  Moses had not appointed any musical instrument to be used in the divine worship; there was nothing of the kind under the first tabernacle.  The trumpets or horns then used were not for song nor for praise, but as we use bells, i.e., to give notice to the congregation of what they were called to perform, &c.  But David did certainly introduce many instruments of music into God’s worship, for which we have already seen he was solemnly reproved by the prophet Amos, chap. Vi. 1-6.  Here, however, the author of this book states he had the commandment of the prophet Nathan, and Gad the king’s seer; and this is stated to have been the commandment of the Lord by His prophets: but the Syriac and Arabic give this a different turn—‘Hezekiah appointed the Levites in the house of the Lord, with instruments of music, and the sound of harps, and with the hymns of David, and the hymns of Gad the king’s prophet and of Nathan, the King’s prophet: for David sang the praises of the Lord his God, as from the mouth of the prophets.’  It was by the hand or commandment of the Lord and His prophets that the Levites should praise the Lord; for so the Hebrew text may be understood: and it was by the order of David that so many instruments of music should be introduced into the Divine service.  But were it even evident, which it is not, either from this or any other place in the sacred writings, that instruments of music were prescribed by Divine authority under the Law, could this be adduced with any semblance of reason, that they ought to be used in Christian worship?  No: the whole spirit, soul, and genius of the Christian religion are against this: and those who know the Church of God best, and what  constitutes its genuine spiritual state, know that these things have been introduced as a substitute for the life and  power of religion; and that where the prevail most, there is least of the power of Christianity. …”  [Clarke’s Commentary, Vol. 2, p.690-691]

Amos – 6:1a ,5 Adam Clarke “…I believe that David was not authorized by the Lord to introduce that multitude of musical instruments into the Divine worship of which we read; and I am satisfied that his conduct in this respect is most solemnly reprehended by this prophet; and I farther believe that the use of such instruments of music, in the Christian Church, is without the sanction and against the will of God; that they are subversive of the spirit of true devotion, and that they are sinful.  If there was a woe to them who invented instruments of music, as did David under the law, is there no woe, no curse to them who invent them, and introduce them into the worship of God in the Christian Church?  I am an old man, and an old minister; and I here declare that I never knew them productive of any good in the worship of God; and have had reason to believe that they were productive of much evil.  Music, as a science, I esteem and admire: but instruments of music in the house of God I abominate and abhor.  This is the abuse of music; and her I register my protest against all such corruptions in the worship of the Author of Christianity.  The late venerable and most eminent divine, the Rev. John Wesley, who was a lover of music, and an elegant poet, when asked his opinion of instruments of music being introduced into the chapels of the Methodists said, in his terse and powerful manner, ‘I have no objection to instruments of music in our chapels, provided they are neither heard nor seen.’  I say the same, though I think the expense of purchase had better be spared.”  [Clarke’s Commentary, Vol.4, p.684]
Homer Hailey “The inventing of ‘instruments of music’ ‘like [those of] David’ did not refer to the instruments used in worship; nor can this passage be used as an argument against the use of such instruments in worship today as is done by Adam Clarke.  The invented musical instruments to be used in the sordid revelry of their feasts and banquets of that day.”  [A Commentary on the Minor Prophets, p.114, on Amos 6]
New Testament –

Heb.9:11-28  [15 … He is the mediator of a new covenant]

Heb.8:13 When He said, "A new covenant," [Jer.31:31] He has made the first obsolete. 

1.
So, some say God never authorized David’s use of instruments of music in service to Him.  Others say Amos 6 deals with a misuse of instrumental music.

2.
The fact remains, then, that we must go to the N.T. to determine whether or not instrumental music is authorized by God in our worship of Him.

3.
We must have authorization from the N.T. for everything we do.  2 John 9   Phil.4:9 

New Testament Silent Concerning Instrumental Music in Praise of God!

Matt.26:30 Acts 16:25 1 Cor.14:15  Eph.5:19 Col.3:16 Heb.2:12 James 5:13  Rev.5:8 Rev.14:2 Rev.15:2 Note: These Revelation passages employ figurative language.
Second Chart

Gen.6:14  Lev.23:12  Heb.13:15 Acts 17:24-25 Eph.5:19 

QUESTION:

“May we use instrumental music at any time to praise the Lord?  What about listening to it on the radio, TV, records, tapes, using piano in home to sing, etc.?”

CONCLUSION:

God does not sanction nor command the use of musical instruments in the church to praise Him therewith; therefore we do not use one!
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