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Choosing A Marriage Partner --or-- Marriage Preparation
INTRODUCTION
1. The importance of the family -- foundation of our society.

2. A family unit begins when two people unite in marriage.

Happy marriages do not just happen -- many things contribute to a successful marriage.

3. Marriage is the second most important decision one makes in a lifetime.

a. One would think that this would be a carefully thought-out decision.

b. Instead, many rush into marriage with less selectivity than they would give to buying a second-hand car or even a new car!

4. I have never seen an unhappy marriage ceremony.

a. The tears at weddings are tears of happiness, I am told.

b. It's living together afterward that presents the problem.

5. No marriage is 100% trouble free. One can make it as trouble free as possible by observing some simple rules in selecting a marriage partner.

6. Successful and happy marriages are the products of conscious planning and living.
They are not accidents. Bible must be used as blueprint.

7. Preparation for marriage and family life

a. Life is a series of adjustments to new experiences. This is development or growth.

b. The successful adjustment to each new experience of life prepares one for the next.

1) Child burns hand, learns what hot is, to stay away from it.

2) Child solves problem of addition and subtraction, ready to go on to multiplication and division.

c. Preparation for marriage is, therefore, an effort to equip one with the ability and the capacity to assume and to meet the demands and responsibilities of marriage.

1) Such preparation takes time and begins in the cradle. Story: Mother asked preacher, "When should I begin training my child?" (religiously) Preacher replied, "Is the child born yet?"

2) One may or may not be  consciously aware of such training or conditioning. It may be sound or unsound. It goes on nevertheless.
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d. The individual is a multiple personality. Luke 2:52
And Jesus kept increasing in wisdom and stature, and in favor with God and men.

2) Intellectual, physical, spiritual and social development.

3) Let us add another -- emotional development. 

Preparation for marriage (and family life) must be five-fold.

THE FIVE-FOLD DEVELOPMENT FOR MARRIAGE

I. Emotional Preparation.

A. Maturity is the object of growth -- takes time, food and exercise Heb.5:11-14

Concerning him we have much to say, and it is hard to explain, since you have become dull of hearing. For though by this time you ought to be teachers, you have need again for someone to teach you the elementary principles of the oracles of God, and you have come to need milk and not solid food. For everyone who partakes only of milk is not accustomed to the word of righteousness, for he is a babe. But solid food is for the mature, who because of practice have their senses trained to discern good and evil.

B. Maturity defined: "That growth from infancy to adulthood in which the individual moves from loving the world as a part of himself, but which exists only for himself, to a respect for himself as a part of the world, but recognizing that he exists for the world."

The difference between selfishness and true unselfishness.

C. Marriage (and family life) demands maturity!

The younger and more immature, the higher percentage of divorce.

TAKE YOUR MARRIAGE VOWS SERIOUSLY

D. God says that marriage is for life (Mal.2:14-16; Matt.19:9; Rom.7:2).
1. Only two exceptions: fornication and death.

2. "Do you take this man -- woman..." involves a taking relationship.

3. Also involves an accepting relationship and a giving relationship.

a. For better or for worse, faults as well as strengths. Not all sunshine!

b. Have you heard the expression, The honeymoon is over!?

E. Marriage is for mutual happiness, not mutual imprisonment.

1. Both husband and wife are bound to love each other as self.

Titus 2:4  that they may encourage the young women to love their husbands, to love their children,

Eph.5:25 Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ also loved the church and gave Himself up for her;
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2. If each wants happiness, then each must work to make the other happy.

a. Kind words, a tender touch, smiles, an expression of appreciation. Prov.15:1
A gentle answer turns away wrath, But a harsh word stirs up anger.
3. Illustration: Wife: "You never tell me you love me anymore." Husband: "I told you I loved you when we were married. If I change my mind, I'll let you know."

IMMATURITY IS ONE MAJOR CAUSE FOR DIVORCE   1 Cor.14:20

Brethren, do not be children in your thinking; yet in evil be babes, but in your thinking be mature.

F. Some young marriages succeed, but those are the exception rather than the rule.

G. Courtship should last long enough for each to view the other in a variety of circumstances (and I'm not talking about living together!)

1. Usually put best foot forward during courtship.

2. Open doors, display good manners, dress well, clean speech, etc.

3. After marriage, may use foul speech, dress poorly, be disrespectful.

4. While going together, ask yourself, Is this the face I want to see across the breakfast table for the rest of my life?

H. Tremendous Trifles are an indication of immaturity.

1. Such things as: Anger because of ring in bathtub; who kissed who last; is the gas tank half full or half empty; throwing dishes at one another are definite signs of immaturity.

2. Folks who engage in these Tremendous Trifles best grow up before considering marriage.
II. Intellectual Preparation.

A. Marriage is something about which one can learn from teaching.

B. Younger women are to be taught certain responsibilities of family life. Titus 2:3-6

Older women likewise are to be reverent in their behavior, not malicious gossips, nor enslaved to much wine, teaching what is good, that they may encourage the young women to love their husbands, to love their children, to be sensible, pure, workers at home, kind, being subject to their own husbands, that the word of God may not be dishonored. Likewise urge the young men to be sensible;
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C. This intellectual conditioning begins in the cradle -- formal or informal, by precept and by example.

1. The Bible should be the first on our list of text-books.

2. Every subject relating to marriage must be taught -- divorce and remarriage, responsibilities of marriage, etc. Example: Sermons like this.

INCOMPATIBILITY
D. Physically (materially).

1. Likes and dislikes; recreation; entertainment. If not compatible, often left alone.

2. Where to live? One not content to live on farm should not marry farmer!

E. Intellectually

1. Woman with much education, man with little. He might feel inferior.

2. One man said, "If I had been listening to her instead of looking at her, I might have avoided this mistake; she is a doll with a sawdust head."

FINANCIAL INSTABILITY

F. Many marriages are dissolved because of financial problems.

1. Does he have a steady job?
Eph.4:28 Let him who steals steal no longer; but rather let him labor, performing with his own hands what is good, in order that he may have something to share with him who has need.

1 Tim.5:8 But if anyone does not provide for his own, and especially for those of his household, he has denied the faith, and is worse than an unbeliever.
2. Will the income provide adequate food, clothing, shelter, etc.?

3. Sometimes forced to live with in-laws for financial reasons.
G. Careless spending.

1. Buy unnecessary things; bills pile up; trouble; divorce!

2. Credit cards often a liability rather than an asset.

3. Young married couples want a $30,000 ranch style home in Elite Heights when they should be living in a frame cottage on Thrift Avenue. Must learn to be content. (Phil.4:11)

4. Want immediately what parents have worked years to accumulate.
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III. Physical Preparation.

A. Good health and physical habits are very important.

B. There should be no secrets about physical handicaps or inherent traits. Competent medical council should be obtained and followed -- prevents unnecessary and unfounded fears.

C. High moral standards of physical conduct a safeguard.

IV. Social Development or Preparation

A. The importance of being a social being -- ability to get along with others, adapting oneself to wishes and needs of others.

a. Don't necessarily mean to go with the crowd -- especially if the crowd is wrong.

b. All have perhaps seen someone who is a social misfit -- has not learned how to get along with (work with) others.

B. Normal boy-girl relationships offer the opportunity for making the wisest selection.

V. Spiritual Development

Amos 3:3 Do two men walk together unless they have made an appointment?

Can two walk together, except they be agreed? kjv
A. Important to have a genuine love for God and the things of God -- comes by a religious atmosphere that is in harmony with God's word.

B. A Christian makes the best spouse or parent.

C. God, Christ and the Bible will be first, the home next. The family will be stronger when this is the case.

CONCLUSION
A. The next lesson is entitled Marriage Responsibilities.
B. This lesson will deal with:

· The reasons for getting married.

· The demands of marriage.

· The husband's responsibilities toward his wife.

· The wife's responsibilities toward her husband.

· Mixed marriages.
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