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HOW TO KEEP YOUR MARRIAGE TOGETHER

Introduction:  * 1 out of every 2 marriages end in divorce today!

*  Marriage counselor's advice is some good, some bad.

* What would God say?

1. Both Of You Should Work To Keep Romance Alive

        Prov.5:15-20 15Drink water from your own cistern, And running water from your own well. 16Should your fountains be dispersed abroad, Streams of water in the streets? 17Let them be only your own, And not for strangers with you. 18Let your fountain be blessed, And rejoice with the wife of your youth. 19As a loving deer and a graceful doe, Let her (deleted) satisfy you at all times; And always be enraptured with her love. 20For why should you, my son, be enraptured by an immoral woman, And be embraced in the arms of a seductress?

* Erotic infatuation - Song Of Solomon 7:1-9; 5:10-16
7: 1How beautiful are your feet in sandals, O prince's daughter! The curves of your thighs are like jewels, The work of the hands of a skillful workman. 2Your navel is a rounded goblet; It lacks no blended beverage. Your waist is a heap of wheat Set about with lilies. 3Your two (deleted) are like two fawns, Twins of a gazelle. 4Your neck is like an ivory tower, Your eyes like the pools in Heshbon By the gate of Bath Rabbim. Your nose is like the tower of Lebanon Which looks toward Damascus. 5Your head crowns you like Mount Carmel, And the hair of your head is like purple; A king is held captive by your tresses.
6How fair and how pleasant you are, O love, with your delights! 7This stature of yours is like a palm tree, And your (deleted) like its clusters. 8I said, "I will go up to the palm tree, I will take hold of its branches." Let now your (deleted) be like clusters of the vine, The fragrance of your breath like apples, 9And the roof of your mouth like the best wine. The wine goes down smoothly for my beloved, Moving gently the lips of sleepers.

5: 10 My beloved is white and ruddy, Chief among ten thousand. 11His head is like the finest gold; His locks are wavy, And black as a raven. 12His eyes are like doves By the rivers of waters, Washed with milk, And fitly set. 13His cheeks are like a bed of spices, Banks of scented herbs. His lips are lilies, Dripping liquid myrrh. 14His hands are rods of gold Set with beryl. His body is carved ivory Inlaid with sapphires. 15His legs are pillars of marble Set on bases of fine gold. His countenance is like Lebanon, Excellent as the cedars. 16His mouth is most sweet, Yes, he is altogether lovely. This is my beloved, And this is my friend, O daughters of Jerusalem!
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* Regular intimate relations - 1 Cor.7:3-5 3Let the husband render to his wife the affection due her, and likewise also the wife to her husband. 4The wife does not have authority over her own body, but the husband does. And likewise the husband does not have authority over his own body, but the wife does. 5Do not deprive one another except with consent for a time, that you may give yourselves to fasting and prayer; and come together again so that Satan does not tempt you because of your lack of self-control.
2. Husband, Talk With Your Wives

* 1 Peter 3:7a Husbands, likewise, dwell with them with understanding, …
* Listen, listen, listen

* Share your life with her

3. Wife, Reverence Your Husband

* 1 Peter 3:5-6 5For in this manner, in former times, the holy women who trusted in God also adorned themselves, being submissive to their own husbands, 6as Sarah obeyed Abraham, calling him lord, whose daughters you are if you do good and are not afraid with any terror.
* Stroke his ego, make him feel like a king, inform him you think he is super

* Do whatever he asks

4. Husband, Put Your Wife On A Pedestal

* 1 Peter 3:7b … giving honor to the wife, as to the weaker vessel, and as being heirs together of the grace of life, that your prayers may not be hindered.
* Treat them special, praise them often, and in the presence of others

* Proverbs 31:28-31 Her children rise up and call her blessed; Her husband also, and he praises her:  29"Many daughters have done well, But you excel them all." 30Charm is deceitful and beauty is passing, But a woman who fears the LORD, she shall be praised. 31Give her of the fruit of her hands, And let her own works praise her in the gates.
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* Put her needs and wants above your own

* Regard your wife as someone you die for!

5. Wife, Keep A Good House

* Proverbs 31:10-27 10Who can find a virtuous wife? For her worth is far above rubies. 11The heart of her husband safely trusts her; So he will have no lack of gain. 12She does him good and not evil All the days of her life. 13She seeks wool and flax, And willingly works with her hands. 14She is like the merchant ships, She brings her food from afar. 15She also rises while it is yet night, And provides food for her household, And a portion for her maidservants.
16She considers a field and buys it; From her profits she plants a vineyard. 17She girds herself with strength, And strengthens her arms. 18She perceives that her merchandise is good, And her lamp does not go out by night. 19She stretches out her hands to the distaff, And her hand holds the spindle. 20She extends her hand to the poor, Yes, she reaches out her hands to the needy. 21She is not afraid of snow for her household, For all her household is clothed with scarlet.
22She makes tapestry for herself; Her clothing is fine linen and purple. 23Her husband is known in the gates, When he sits among the elders of the land. 24She makes linen garments and sells them, And supplies sashes for the merchants. 25Strength and honor are her clothing; She shall rejoice in time to come. 26She opens her mouth with wisdom, And on her tongue is the law of kindness. 27She watches over the ways of her household, And does not eat the bread of idleness.
* Keep a clean house, prepare good meals

* Be thrifty with money

6. Both Of You Must Leave Your Parents And Cleave Each Other

* Genesis 2:24 - Therefore a man shall leave his father and mother and be joined to his wife, and they shall become one flesh.

· husband emphasized, but applicable to both

* Have an island mind set, completely new and independent family unit
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7. Both Of You Keep Your Promise Of "Til Death Do Us Part"

* Commit yourself to each other, come what may

* Consider death as the only end of it

Conclusion: Your marriage can survive! It can be kept together. Let the Lord build your relationship and it will.
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