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Marriage Responsibilities

INTRODUCTION (Pictures)
A. In a previous lesson, we established the fact that successful, happy and satisfying marriages are the products of preparation. They are not accidents!

B. This lesson will deal with responsibilities of marriage as revealed in the Bible.

C. We are going to look at some reasons for getting married. First, however, note there are...

D. Times when it is not expedient or wise to marry! 1 Cor.7:1
Now concerning the things about which you wrote, it is good for a man not to touch a woman.
1. Does this contradict Gen.2:18?
Then the Lord God said, “It is not good for the man to be alone; I will make him a helper suitable for him.”
2. No! The reason for Paul's statement:
I think then that this is good in view of the present distress, that it is good for a man to remain as he is. (1 Cor.7:26) (circle)
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3. v.7-8 Yet I wish that all men were even as I myself am. However, each man has his own gift from God, one in this manner, and another in that. But I say to the unmarried and to widows that it is good for them if they remain even as I.
But...1 Tim.5:14 Therefore, I want younger widows to get married, bear children, keep house, and give the enemy no occasion for reproach;

4. So, there are some conditions or circumstances when it is better not to marry!

I. REASONS FOR GETTING MARRIED

A. To meet our Dependency Needs.

1. The need to be loved and cared for, to be wanted and to belong. Cabin fever.

2. The need to care for someone.

a. In meeting our dependency needs, we have the satisfaction of supplying the needs of others, of others being dependent on us.

b. Sometimes a husband or wife will not allow their mate to feel they are dependent upon them.

c. So, we have husbands or wives losing themselves in their work or something else....
A) Turning to someone else to fulfill this need!
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Gen.2:18 Then the Lord God said, “It is not good for the man to be alone; I will make him a helper suitable for him.” Two words: help or helper and  meet or  suitable. "It is not good that the man should be alone; I will make him..., a help of his like: 'i.e. a helping being, in which, as soon as he sees it, he may recognize himself' (Delitzsch). Of such a help the man stood in need, in order that he might fulfil his calling, not only to perpetuate and multiply his race, but to cultivate and govern the earth." Commentary on O.T. by Keil-Delitzsch

a. Help or helper is literal meaning of the Hebrew word.

b. Meet is suitable; literally, as agreeing to him or his counterpart.

1) She is the kind of help man needs, agreeing with him mentally, physically (though not as strong), spiritually.

1} She is not an inferior being!

2) This kind of helper could not be found in the animal kingdom. Adam names all the animals, "...but for Adam there was not found a helper suitable for him." (Gen.2:19-20)
B. To Procreate the Human Race (Gen.1:28 ... God said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the earth,...”)
1. The earth is now filled, but if there were no procreation, the human race would soon not exist!

1 Tim.5:14 Therefore, I want younger widows to get married, bear children, keep house, and give the enemy no occasion for reproach;

Titus 2:3-5 Older women... teaching what is good, that they may encourage the young women to love their husbands, to love their children, 
C. To Meet Our Biological-Bedroom Needs.

1. Marriage is the only lawful way this may be done!
1 Cor.7:1-2 Now concerning the things about which you wrote, it is good for a man not to touch a woman. But because of immoralities, let each man have his own wife, and let each woman have her own husband.
 Heb.13:4 Let marriage be held in honor among all, and let the marriage bed be undefiled; for fornicators and adulterers God will judge.

2. So, we see there are three reasons for marriage:
· To meet our Dependency Needs
· To Procreate the Human Race
· To meet our Biological-Bedroom Needs
To this we add:

D. To be Creative -- to have a home of our making, a family, etc.
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1. This is the difference between meeting our biological-bedroom needs and creating a family.

2. The former (without true love) is not much different from animal behavior.

3. The latter is the behavior of intelligent beings -- folks made in the image of God.

4. In the former (without true love), children are but accidents, often unwanted.

5. In the latter case, children are both wanted and planned for.

II. THINGS WHICH MAKE FOR HAPPIER AND MORE SATISFYING MARRIAGES

A. Similarity of social backgrounds and family traditions. Trivialities

B. Similarity of ideals, goals and ambitions.

1. Wife listens to husband's business problems, events of the day.

2. Husband listens to wife's home or business problems or incidents.

C. Being a genuine companion one to the other. Not a striving over who will wear the pants in the family.

D. Genuine understanding and acceptance of each other as human beings.

E. Unity of Religion.....the problem of Mixed Marriages
1. Jesus spoke of the strife that can come from religious differences.

Matt.10:21 “And brother will deliver up brother to death, and a father his child; and children will rise up against parents, and cause them to be put to death."
Luke 12:51-53 “Do you suppose that I came to grant peace on earth? I tell you, no, but rather division; for from now on five members in one household will be divided, three against two, and two against three. They will be divided, father against son, and son against father; mother against daughter, and daughter against mother; mother-in-law against daughter-in-law, and daughter-in-law against mother-in-law.”
Luke 21:16 “But you will be delivered up even by parents and brothers and relatives and friends, and they will put some of you to death,"
B. Even sociological studies reveal difficulties of mixed marriages.
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C. While the marriage of Christians to Christians is to be preferred, there is no sin in the Believer-Unbeliever marital relationship.
1 Cor.7:14 For the unbelieving husband is sanctified through his wife, and the unbelieving wife is sanctified through her believing husband; for otherwise your children are unclean, but now they are holy.

1. The preferred situation is the conversion of one's mate 1 Cor.7:16
For how do you know, O wife, whether you will save your husband? Or how do you know, O husband, whether you will save your wife?

2. Counsel Young folks planning marriage: Marry A Christian!
Story of preacher and young lady planning to marry a man not a Christian: Preacher tells young lady to stand on his desk. She does. Now, pull preacher up to her. Can't do it. He pulls her down easily. Lesson: …
III. MARRIAGE CALLS FOR {DEMANDS} EMANCIPATION FROM PARENTAL TIES

Eph.5:31 for this cause a man shall leave his father and mother, and shall cleave to his wife; and the two shall become one flesh."
This calls for maturity on the part of the couple and on the part of their parents!
IV. DURATION OF MARRIAGE

For Life. 1 Cor.7:39 A wife is bound as long as her husband lives; but if her husband is dead, she is free to be married to whom she wishes, only in the Lord.

1. General Law.

2. Jesus gives an exception in Matt.5:32 and 19:9.
3. Only honorable reason for dissolving marital relationship:
death!
V. RESPONSIBILITIES OF THE HUSBAND

A. To love the wife.
Eph.5:25 Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ also loved the church and gave Himself up for her;
28-29 So husbands ought also to love their own wives as their own bodies. He who loves his own wife loves himself; for no one ever hated his own flesh, but nourishes and cherishes it, just as Christ also does the church,
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B. Not to be bitter toward his wife. Col.3:19
1. The woman is equal or even superior to the man in:

Loveliness, Grace, Beauty, Gentleness, Tenderness, etc.

2. Husbands, do not disdain wife for this! She is the weaker vessel (1 Pet.3:7)
C. To rule, or to be the head of the wife. Eph.5:23 For the husband is the head of the wife, as Christ also is the head of the church, He Himself being the Savior of the body.

Concerning elders, Paul wrote: 1 Tim.3:4-5 He must be one who manages his own household well, keeping his children under control with all dignity (but if a man does not know how to manage his own household, how will he take care of the church of God?);
Concerning deacons: v.12 Let deacons be husbands of only one wife, and good managers of their children and their own households.

1. Paul gives the order of authority or subjection (depending upon how you look at it) in
1 Cor.11:3 But I want you to understand that Christ is the head of every man, and the man is the head of a woman, and God is the head of Christ.
2. Poem by Francis Quarles (slighted altered by me)

Ill thrives the hapless family that shows

   A Rooster that's Silent, and a Hen that Crows;

I know not which live most unnatural lives,

    Obeying Husbands or Commanding Wives. ("Rooster" is "Cock" in his poem)
D. To give honor to his wife. 1 Peter 3:7 You husbands likewise, live with your wives in an understanding way, as with a weaker vessel, since she is a woman; and grant her honor as a fellow heir of the grace of life, so that your prayers may not be hindered.

1. Honor - "...1. a valuing by which the price is fixed; hence the price itself: ...  2. Honor which belongs or is shown to one: the honor of one who outranks others, per-eminence, ... the honor which one has by reason of the rank and state of the office which he holds, ... veneration: ... deference, reverence, ..." (Thayer)

2. To illustrate the importance of the wife to the husband, note that the word honor is used in 1 Cor.6:20, 7:23, "...ye are bought with a price..." 
E. To provide for his family 1 Tim.5:8 But if anyone does not provide for his own, and especially for those of his household, he has denied the faith, and is worse than an unbeliever.

1. We will consider the disciplining of children in a later lesson.

F. To render to his wife her due 1 Cor.7:3, (considered in a moment)
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VI. RESPONSIBILITIES OF THE WIFE

A. To love her husband and children. Titus 2:4 (older women are to...) ... teach (kjv), admonish (nkjv), encourage (nasb) the young women to love their husbands, to love their children,

B. To be in subjection to her husband.

Eph.5:22 Wives, be subject to your own husbands, as to the Lord.

Col.3:18 Wives, be subject to your husbands, as is fitting in the Lord.
1. The wife is to respect her husband as the head of the house. Eph.5:33
...let the wife see to it that she respect her husband.

2. In connection with loving her husband / children; respecting him as the head of the family, the wife is to rule the household 1Tim.5:14 ... keep house (nasb) guide the house (kjv)

Lenski: "To rule the house" means as the wife and mother in the home, to manage the household affairs. This is the domain and province of woman, in which no man can compete with her.
Its greatness and its importance should ever be held up as woman's divinely intended sphere, in which all her womanly qualities and gifts find full play and happiest gratification. (P.676)

a. The phrase means: "...to be master (or head) of the house; to rule a household, manage family affairs:..." (Thayer p.439).
b. Word used only here.

c. Women Worked.
Acts 16:14-15 And a certain woman named Lydia, from the city of Thyatira, a seller of purple fabrics, a worshiper of God, was listening; and the Lord opened her heart to respond to the things spoken by Paul. And when she and her household had been baptized, she urged us, saying, "If you have judged me to be faithful to the Lord, come into my house and stay." And she prevailed upon us.

Acts 9:36-37 Now in Joppa there was a certain disciple named Tabitha (which translated in Greek is called Dorcas); this woman was abounding with deeds of kindness and charity, which she continually did. And it came about at that time that she fell sick and died; and when they had washed her body, they laid it in an upper room. 39 ... when he (Peter) had come, they brought him into the upper room; and all the widows stood beside him weeping, and showing all the tunics and garments that Dorcas used to make while she was with them.
C. To bear children. 1 Tim.2:9-15

... I want women to adorn themselves with proper clothing, modestly and discreetly, not with braided hair and gold or pearls or costly garments; but rather by means of good works, as befits women making a claim to godliness. Let a woman quietly receive instruction with entire submissiveness. But I do not allow a woman to teach or exercise authority over a man, but to remain quiet. For it was Adam who was first created, and then Eve. And it was not Adam who was deceived, but the woman being quite deceived, fell into transgression. But women shall be preserved through the bearing of children if they continue in faith and love and sanctity with self-restraint.
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Lipscomb-Shepherd: 15 but she shall be saved through her child-bearing, --Childbearing here embraces not only the act of childbearing, but the life of caring and training children that the bringing of them into the world necessitates.  This domestic life of child rearing is placed in contrast with the forward public life ..., and she is told that in this quiet life women shall be saved.

if they continue in faith and love and sanctification with sobriety.--If they continue in faith in God and love to humanity and holiness of life, coupled with a modest, retiring behavior.

Sometimes women and men, too, think this is assigning women to an inferior position.  Inferior in the sense that she is not by nature, physically or morally, suited to public posi​tions or to counteract the rougher elements of the world. But she is of finer texture physically and morally than man, and is better fitted (superior to man) for work of nursing, training children, and keeping home attractive and cheerful.  She is the trainer of children and the companion of man in the home, becomes the conservator of virtue, morality, and religion and of all the purifying and elevating influences shed by them. No more sacred and no higher office did God ever lay on mor​tals than that He has laid on woman--to bear and train chil​dren as subjects for his everlasting kingdom.  The woman who neglects the duties she owes her children and her home for the public life that God has created for man leaves her work, her character, and her mission.
Lenski p572-575: 15-- "Saved shall she be" states this supreme thing first. By not being permitted to engage in the public work of teaching, by letting men attend to that work, woman is not in the least curtailed as far as her being saved is concerned. No one is saved by teaching; all are saved by learning (v.11), by remaining in faith, etc. Such learning will include a knowledge of what position and sphere God assigns to his children in the church and will produce thankfulness for the allotment he has made. ...

It seems rather out of place to think that Paul makes "childbearing" a means of salvation for woman,  with the genitive ... is often called the accom​panying circumstance. The great natural function of woman is childbearing, motherhood, with all that this implies for a saved woman. If our overrefined ears seem too delicate for "childbearing," it may be well to remember that each of us still has his "birthday," ... that the whole subject of birth is as openly mentioned in our day, if not more so, than in any other age, that mother​hood (childbearing) is today glorified with more sentimentality than ever.

"Childbearing" includes the rearing of the children, which means Christian rearing to every Christian woman. Paul has in mind what we read in his other letters: the Christian family and home, the mother surrounded by her children, happy in these outlets for her love and affection, in this enrichment for her​self and for them, Eph.6:1, etc.; Col.3:20. "By way of childbearing" speaks of the highest ideal of Chris​tian (and even secular) womanhood.  Nothing shall erase or even dim that for us. ...
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D. To be a worker at home. Titus 2:5 to be sensible, pure, workers at home, kind, being subject to their own husbands, that the word of God may not be dishonored.

E. To render to her husband his due. 1 Cor.7:3

1. 1 Cor.7 as time permits.
2. Adultery and Divorce result if this is not done!

3. Remember four reasons for marriage:

a. To meet our dependency needs.

b. To procreate the human race.

c. To meet our biological-bedroom needs.

4. And the fourth we added, to be creative.

CONCLUSION:

In all things, the Husband and the wife are to strive to draw Near to God.

The Closer to God, the Closer to One Another!
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