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INTRODUCTION:  Parallel accounts in Mark 13 and Luke 21. In our last studies….

1. The question of the disciples, Peter, James, John and Andrew (Mark 13:3), “Tell us, when shall these things be? And what shall be the sign of Thy coming, and of the end of the world?” (v.3)

2. Prompted by Jesus’ discourse on the temple, v.2, “There shall not be left here one stone upon another, that shall not be thrown down.”
3. Verses 4-14 describe events preceding the destruction of Jerusalem.


a.
False Christs, v.4-5.

b.
Wars, famines, pestilences, earthquakes, v.6-7.


c.
Worse to come! v.8.


d.
Persecution; hated by all nations, v.9.


e.
Betrayed even by relatives and brethren, v.10 (Luke 21:16; Mark 13:12)


f.
False Prophets, v.
11.

g.
Many will go back into sin, their love for the Lord cold, v.12 (Heb.10:25-27).

h. Those who remain faithful will be saved from the destruction of Jerusalem, v.13.

i. Gospel to be preached in all the world, v.14 (cf. Col.1:23).

4. v.15-28 and 32-34, Actual events of Jerusalem’s destruction

a. 15-16 abomination of desolation = Idols (Roman Army, Luke 21:20)
b. 17-20 Don’t go into house to get anything or come in from field – flee! woe to those who are with child and to those who nurse babes in those days! But pray that your flight may not be in the winter, or on a Sabbath;
1] What sense could be gleaned from these warnings if reference is to the second coming of Christ?

c. 21 Then, great tribulation. The siege was mercifully short (relatively speaking.

d. 23-26 Jesus reminds them there will be no personal return of the Lord at this time. False teachers offered false hopes.  Do not heed them!

e. 27-28 The Judgment of the Son of Man upon Israel would be as swift as lightning by….

The Roman Army = vultures [eagles kjv]; Jerusalem = Corpse

f. 32-35 By the parable of the fig tree, Jesus taught that just as they could know summer was near because the branches of the fig tree put forth leaves, even so by watching these signs, they could know when this desolation was at the door. Some of those to whom Jesus is speaking would be alive when these events occurred.
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V. EVENTS IMMEDIATELY FOLLOWING (v.29-31)

Matt.24:29-31 "But immediately after the tribulation of those days the sun will be darkened, and the moon will not give its light, and the stars will fall from the sky, and the powers of the heavens will be shaken, 30 and then the sign of the Son of Man will appear in the sky, and then all the tribes of the earth will mourn, and they will see the son of man coming on the clouds of the sky with power and great glory. 31 "And He will send forth His angels with a great trumpet and they will gather together His elect from the four winds, from one end of the sky to the other.

A. Prophetic language, employed often in Scripture.

1. The word immediately in v.29 sets these events as definitely occurring after the siege of Jerusalem.

B. The signs of these verses (Sun, Moon, Stars, Powers of Heaven) have consistently symbolized power, authority, dignitaries, rulers, kings, etc.

Isa.13:10 For the stars of heaven and their constellations Will not flash forth their light; The sun will be dark when it rises, And the moon will not shed its light.

v.1-The oracle concerning Babylon…

Isa.34:4-5 And all the host of heaven will wear away, And the sky will be rolled up like a scroll; All their hosts will also wither away As a leaf withers from the vine, Or as one withers from the fig tree. For My sword is satiated in heaven, Behold it shall descend for judgment upon Edom, And upon the people whom I have devoted to destruction.
Ezek.32:7-8 "And when I extinguish you, I will cover the heavens, and darken their stars; I will cover the sun with a cloud, And the moon shall not give its light. "All the shining lights in the heavens I will darken over you And will set darkness on your land," Declares the Lord god.

v.2-Lamentation over Pharaoh King of Egypt

Isa.19:1-4 The oracle concerning Egypt. Behold, the lord is riding on a swift cloud, and is about to come to Egypt; The idols of Egypt will tremble at His presence, And the heart of the Egyptians will melt within them. 2 "So I will incite Egyptians against Egyptians; And they will each fight against his brother, and each against his neighbor, City against city, and kingdom against kingdom. 3 "Then the spirit of the Egyptians will be demoralized within them; And I will confound their strategy, So that they will resort to idols and ghosts of the dead, And to mediums and spiritists. 4 "Moreover, I will deliver the Egyptians into the hand of a cruel master, And a mighty king will rule over them," declares the Lord god of hosts.

Acts 2:14-21 But Peter, taking his stand with the eleven, raised his voice and declared to them: "Men of Judea, and all you who live in Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and give heed to my words. 15 "For these men are not drunk, as you suppose, for it is only the third hour of the day; 16 but this is what was spoken of through the prophet Joel: 17 'and it shall be in the last days,' God says, 'that i will pour forth of my spirit upon all mankind; and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, and your young men shall see visions, and your old men shall dream dreams; 18 even upon my bondslaves, both men and women, i will in those days pour forth of my spirit And they shall prophesy. 19 'and i will grant wonders in the sky above, and signs on the earth beneath, blood, and fire, and vapor of smoke. 20 'the sun shall be turned into darkness, and the moon into blood, before the great and glorious day of the lord shall come. 21 'and it shall be, that everyone who calls on the name of the lord shall be saved.'

Page Three                          A STUDY OF MATTHEW TWENTY-FOUR (#3)                                S 45-D
C. Again, the word immediately in v.29 necessarily relates what is symbolized by the signs of the verse to the event of the context – the destruction of Jerusalem.

1. The signs of these verses have consistently symbolized power, authority, dignitaries, rulers, kings, etc.

2. God’s judgment upon, and the downfall of, Babylon, Edom, Egypt and others were all foretold by the use of the same signs (as we have seen in the passages considered).

3. Even God’s judgment against the king of Babylon is signified by the falling of the morning star, Lucifer! (Isa.14:4-12)

4 that you will take up this taunt against the king of Babylon, and say, "How the oppressor has ceased, And how fury has ceased! 5 "The LORD has broken the staff of the wicked, The scepter of rulers 6 Which used to strike the peoples in fury with unceasing strokes, Which subdued the nations in anger with unrestrained persecution. 7 "The whole earth is at rest and is quiet; They break forth into shouts of joy. 8 "Even the cypress trees rejoice over you, and the cedars of Lebanon, saying, 'Since you were laid low, no tree cutter comes up against us.' 9 "Sheol from beneath is excited over you to meet you when you come; It arouses for you the spirits of the dead, all the leaders of the earth; It raises all the kings of the nations from their thrones. 10 "They will all respond and say to you, 'Even you have been made weak as we, You have become like us. 11 'Your pomp and the music of your harps Have been brought down to Sheol; Maggots are spread out as your bed beneath you, And worms are your covering.' 12 "How you have fallen from heaven, O star of the morning, son of the dawn! You have been cut down to the earth, You who have weakened the nations!

4. The New Order under Christ was likewise signified by the same prophetic language, As we have seen in Joel 2 and Acts 2.

5. In the light of these prophecies, we should not think it strange that the same signs are used to foretell the end of the old Jewish state.
a. While it continued for a while under Roman power, it was terminated with the destruction of Jerusalem.

B. v.30-31 stands in contrast to v.29.

1. In v.29 the former authorities (symbolized  by  the  sun,  moon, stars) are overthrown and cast down from "heaven" (their position of power).

2. In one verse we see the fall of one system of authority (the o.t. system of things; the end of Judaism) and in the next (v.30-31) we see the rise of another system of authority (the Lord's).

a. The new system, involving the new order under Christ, will now be more obvious for the following reasons:

1) The vindication of His Word (in the ruin of the temple, the destruction of the city of Jerusalem, and the end
of the Jewish state).

2) The mourning of the tribes (a natural experience for the Jews because of the catastrophe befallen them).

3) The triumph of His Cause (seen in the  sending  forth
of His "angels", messengers or proclaimers of the gospel, to gather "His elect", those who obey the gospel,  from all over the world.
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C.
The specific reference to His "coming in the clouds of  heaven"

does not affirm His personal coming.

1. In Isa.19:1, prophetic  language  employs  the same symbol  to foretell the Lord's coming in judgment upon Egypt.
a. Coming  in  clouds  symbolizes  a  coming  in  power  --  not necessarily in person, but in judgment, in triumph, or in the cause one represents.

2. So, vv.19-31 relate to the destruction of Jerusalem as much so as those that have gone before.

a. This catastrophic event -- the destruction of Jerusalem –

1)  vindicates our Lord,

2) exalts Him as the Christ,

3) removes a hindering force (the state of Israel),

4) and ushers in perhaps the most glorious period of  triumph the cause of Christ has ever known.

D. v.36 tells us the event under consideration ("that day and  hour")  is one the precise time of which may not be known.

v.36-51 "But of that day and hour no one knows, not even the angels of heaven, nor the Son, but the Father alone. 37 "For the coming of the Son of Man will be just like the days of Noah. 38 "For as in those days which were before the flood they were eating and drinking, they were marrying and giving in marriage, until the day that Noah entered the ark, 39 and they did not understand until the flood came and took them all away; so shall the coming of the Son of Man be. 40 "Then there shall be two men in the field; one will be taken, and one will be left. 41 "Two women will be grinding at the mill; one will be taken, and one will be left. 42 "Therefore be on the alert, for you do not know which day your Lord is coming. 43 "But be sure of this, that if the head of the house had known at what time of the night the thief was coming, he would have been on the alert and would not have allowed his house to be broken into. 44 "For this reason you be ready too; for the Son of Man is coming at an hour when you do not think He will. 45 "Who then is the faithful and sensible slave whom his master put in charge of his household to give them their food at the proper time? 46 "Blessed is that slave whom his master finds so doing when he comes. 47 "Truly I say to you, that he will put him in charge of all his possessions. 48 "But if that evil slave says in his heart, 'My master is not coming for a long time,' 49 and shall begin to beat his fellow slaves and eat and drink with drunkards; 50 the master of that slave will come on a day when he does not expect him and at an hour which he does not know, 51 and shall cut him in pieces and assign him a place with the hypocrites; weeping shall be there and the gnashing of teeth.
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Chumbley: Readiness is further illustrated through three parables (24.45-25.30), each of which have four features in common:

(1) an absentee figure (representing the Lord) whose coming is delayed; (2) two groups, one that is prepared for the master's return and one that is not; (3) an explanation of what consti​tutes preparedness and unpreparedness; and, (4) a description of the rewards for the prepared and punishment for the unpre​pared. These parables serve as a segue (sag-way) (continuation, LB) from the discussion of Jerusalem's judgment (vv.2-44) to the pronouncement of the world's judgment (25.31-46), with principles that are equally applicable to a historical or final judgment.

45-47"Who then is a faithful and wise servant?"--the one who is found faithfully at work when his master returns? In this story Christ tells about a servant whose job is feeding the house​hold. By attending to his duty, even when his master wasn't around, he exhibited fidelity and wisdom (Col.3.22). Because of this, everything was ready and in order when his lord re​turned. His reward for his good conduct was to be promoted to a position of greater responsibility and trust (25.21).

48-50In contrast to the faithful servant is an evil servant. He assumes his master will "be gone a long time" (wms; 2 Pet.3.4) and tries to take advantage of the situation by exploiting his fellows. Throwing off moral and ethical restraints, he cruelly abuses them (v 12) and carouses with drunken companions in the belief that it would be a long time before he had to account for his actions.
51 The master, though, returns before he was expected and catches the servant living irresponsibly and wickedly. For pun​ishment, he sentences him to a horrible death; viz., dismember​ment (lit., "cut in pieces," nasb; Lk.12.46; this may be a hy​perbole comparable to, "I'll break every bone in your body," but the destruction of Jerusalem literally involved savage butch​ery) and consignment with the hypocrites (23.29-38) in a place where there is "weeping and gnashing of teeth" (a figure that represents the anguish of the lost, 8.12).

A note on Luke 21:24 (cf. Rom.11:25): “until the times of the Gentiles be fulfilled:” evidently means something corresponding to the time of the Jews which, at the period covered by the text, had been fulfilled, and which therefore is now passed. To them as a nation God had granted a time of privilege and gracious opportunity. Before it closed, and in the sad prospect of its close, the Son of man wept over Jerusalem, saying, If thou hadst known … in this thy day!  In like manner the Gentile nations are now having their times, which are also in due course to be fulfilled; and then, for them, as of old for Jerusalem! (Lamar p.251)

C. Chapter 25:1-13 – The wise and foolish virgins.

1. The Lesson: Be Prepared! Don’t know the exact time of Jerusalem’s destruction.

Chumbley: The parable of the virgins is the second in a series of three that reinforces the need to be ready for the Lord's return (Notes, 24.45). In this story, faithfulness and unfaithfulness (24.45-51) are defined in terms of wisdom and foolishness. Historically, this parable has been recklessly allegorized, but its simple aim is to urge that appropriate measures be taken to prepare for Christ's return.
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D. v.14-30 – Talents. Some used them. One didn’t.

1. Lord rewards those who used talents.

2. Punishes the one who did not.

a. The Lesson: Work while there is time, knowing that the Lord will return!

E. v.31-46. Judgment scene. Separation of sheep from goats. Reward and Punishment.

Chumbley: In 16.27 Christ predicted His return to "reward every man according to his works." Having thoroughly drilled His disciples on the need for readiness He closes by describing what will happen on the Judgment Day. This is one of the occasions in Matthew wherein His discussion of one subject leads to the discussion of a related topic (10.16). What began with a predic​tion of Jerusalem's judgment (24.3-41) ends with a prediction of the world's judgment (vv 31-46). Both reflect Christ's rule and both vindicate Him as the rightful King and Judge (Jn.5.25-29, Acts 10.42, 2 Tim.4.1). In addition, "This judgment scene 'tells me that I am accountable. I am free to live my life just as I please, but at the end I shall have to give account to the one who gave me my life,"' (Morris, 634).

Structurally, this paragraph can be arranged as a chiasmus:

a. commendation of the blessed

(vv 34-40),

b. condemnation of the accursed 

(vv 41-45),

b1. destiny of the accursed

(v 46a),

a1 destiny of the blessed

(v 46b).


VII. CHAPTER 26:1 And it came about that when Jesus had finished all these words, …
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