[image: image1.jpg](@)

1. Mesopotamian
oppression:;

2. Moabite

3. Philistine
att
Shamgar
deliverer

4 Canaanite”
oppression;

Barak and
Deborah
deliverers

(,,
Gazqéo Hebron
A 5 &
\V@ *Debir
e SIMEON
.Arad

THE EARLIER {;?S.don; MT. LEBANON
: )

JUDGES
Othniel to Deborah
(Judges 1-6)

thniel deliverer

ack;

Beth-shear!

MANASSEH

i3 Shechern
£ P Y
- Shion, \

A EPHRAIM

: Bethel
\.»Qezek /; =

=g

\ 044/ Gezer N
EKr‘on\ -

®Ashkelon JUDAH




THE SIN OF MEROZ


Old Testament History – William Smith—Revised By Wilbur Fields, p.331f

8.
After the death of Ehud (the second Judge), the people were again sold, for their sins, into the hand of the Canaanite Jabin, king of Hazor; who, like his ancestor of the same name, was the head of a great confederacy in Northern Palestine. (Judges 4; Comp. Josh. 11). He had 900 war-chariots of iron, and his host was commanded by a mighty captain, named Sisera, who dwelt in Harosheth of the Gentiles, a city in the north, deriving its epithet probably from its mixed population (like Galilee in later times), over whom Sisera ruled as a chieftain. Its site is supposed to have been on the western shore of the “waters of Merom,” in the territory of Naphtali, in which also Hazor was situated. Here then we have not, as in the two former cases, an invasion from without, but the rebellion of a state already once subdued, a sad sign of the decay of Israel. For twenty years Jabin “mightily oppressed” the land; but both his power and the life of his captain Sisera were given as a spoil to the hands of women.
At this time Israel was judged by a prophetess named deb​orah, the wife of Lapidoth, who is reckoned with Barak as the fourth judge. Her abode was under a palm-tree which bore her name, a well-known solitary landmark, between Ramah and Bethel; and thither the people came to her for judgment. She sent an in​spired message to Barak, the son of Abinoam, of Kedesh, in Naph​tall, bidding him assemble 10,000 men of Naphtali and Zebulun at Mount Tabor; for Jehovah would draw Sisera and his host to meet him at the river Kishon, and would deliver them into his hand. Barak consented, only on the condition that Deborah would go with him to the battle, though she warned him that he would reap no honor, for Jehovah would sell Sisera into the hands of a woman. The forces of Zebulun, Naphtali, and Issachar were gathered to​gether at Kadesh, with some help from the central tribes, Ephraim, Manasseh, and Benjamin, as well as from the half-tribe of Manas​seh beyond Jordan. Those of the east and south took no part in the contest; Sisera advanced from Harosheth to the great plain of Esdraelon or Jezreel, which is drained by the river Kishon. He took up his position in the south-west corner of the plain near “Taanach by the waters of Megiddo” (Judges 5:19), which were numerous rivulets flowing into the Kishon. Barak marched down from his camp on Mount Tabor with his 10,000 men. “It was at this critical moment that (as we learn directly from Josephus and indi​rectly from the song of Deborah) a tremendous storm of sleet and hail gathered from the east, and burst over the plain, driving full in the face of the advancing Canaanites. ‘The stars in their courses fought against Sisera.’ The rain descended, the four rivulets of Megiddo were swelled into powerful streams, the torrent of the Kishon rose into a flood, the plain became a morass. The chariots and the horses, which should have gained the day for the Cana​anites, turned against them. They became entangled in the swamp; the torrent of Kishon—the torrent famous through former ages— swept them away in its furious eddies; and in that wild confusion ‘the strength’ of the Canaanites ‘was trodden down,’ and the ‘horse-hoofs stamped and struggled by the means of the plungings and plungings of the mighty chiefs’ in the quaking morass and the rising streams. Far and wide the vast army fled far through the eastern branch of the plain by Endor. There, between Tabor and the Little Hermon, a carnage took place long remembered, in which the corpses lay fattening the ground.” Psalm 83:10 speaks of Sis​era’s and Jabin’s bodies, “Which perished at Endor, and became as dung for the earth.”

Sisera escaped by dismounting from his chariot, and fled on foot to the tent of Heber the Kenite. This Arab sheikh had sep​arated from the encampment of his brethren, the children of Hobab, the brother-in-law of Moses, and removed northward to “the oaks of the wanderers” (Zaanaim), near Kedesh, preserving, it should seem, friendly relations both with the Jews and the Canaanites. At all events, it is distinctly stated that there was peace between Jabin and Heber; and Sisera fled to the tent of Jael the wife of Heber. Jael met him at the tent door, and pressed him to come in. He ac​cepted the invitation, and she flung a mantle (or rug) over him as he lay wearily on the floor. When thirst prevented sleep, and he asked for water, she brought him buttermilk in her choicest vessel, thus ratifying the sacred bond of Eastern hospitality. But anxiety still prevented Sisera from composing himself to rest until he had exacted a promise from his protectress that she would faithfully preserve the secret of his concealment; till at last, with a feeling of perfect security, the weary and unfortunate general resigned himself to the deep sleep of misery and fatigue. Then it was that Jael took in her left hand one of the great wooden pins (in the Authorized Version “nail”) which fastened down the cords of the tent, and in her right hand the mallet (in the Authorized Version “a hammer”) used to drive it into the ground, and creeping up to her sleeping and confiding guest, with one terrible blow dashed it through Sisera’s temples deep into the earth. With one spasm of fruitless agony, with one contortion of sudden pain, “at her feet he bowed, he fell; where he bowed, there he fell down dead.” (Judges 5:27). She then waited to meet the pursuing Barak, and led him into her tent that she might in his presence claim the glory of the deed.
The narrative closes with the Song of Deborah and Barak (Judges 5), one of the most picturesque remains of Hebrew poetry, and deserves to rank with the song of Moses and Miriam. After praising God for the avenging of Israel, and for the willingness with which the people offered themselves, it goes back to the glories displayed by Jehovah amid the hills of Seir and the mountains of Sinai. It describes the desolation of the land in the time just past, when the highways were empty, and travellers passed through by​ways; when the villages were deserted, and not a spear or shield was to be found among 40,000 in Israel till Deborah arose, a mother in Israel. The princes, who had willingly offered themselves, are called on to bless Jehovah, with the judges riding on their white asses,1 and the people who could not draw water at the wells un​molested by the archers of the enemy, and could not go up in security to the gates of Jehovah. The high notes of victory are then pealed forth :—

“Awake! Awake, Deborah!

Awake! awake, utter a song!

Arise, Barak!

And lead thy captivity captive,

Thou son of Abinoam !“
The tribes are celebrated that joined in the battle, Ephraim, Ben​jamin, Machir the son of Manasseh, Zebulun, and the princes of Issachar; and reproaches are cast upon the secession of Reuben, who stayed among the sheepfolds, to hear the bleating of his sheep; on the men of Gilead, who abode beyond Jordan; on Dan, who kept to his ships; and on Asher, who continued on the sea-shore, by the banks of his creeks.”

The chief praise is given to Zebulun and Naphtali :—

“A people that jeoparded their lives

Unto the death in the high places of the field.”
1The horse was never used by the Hebrews for peaceful purposes.

Then the battle is described, in which

“They fought from heaven—

The stars in their courses fought against Sisera,”

Till the ancient river Kishon swept away the slain, and their horse-hoofs were broken by their prancings. Meroz is devoted with a double curse, Judges 5:23
'Curse Meroz,' said the angel of the lord, 'Utterly curse its inhabitants;

Because they did not come to the help of the lord,

To the help of the lord against the warriors.'
And Jael is pronounced “blessed above women” for the slaughter of Sisera, which is described in the most poetic language. But the gem of the whole piece is the concluding description of Sisera’s mother opening her lattice to look for his return, and wondering why the wheels of his chariots tarry; while her ladies remove her fears and confirm her hopes of victory and spoil.

“Thus let all Your enemies perish, o lord;

But let those who love Him be like the rising of the sun in its might."

And the land was undisturbed (had rest kjv) for forty years. (Judges 5:31)
INTRODUCTION
A. Meroz was a village about twelve miles from Samaria in the land of Canaan.

1. Real site unknown.

2. “It was evidently near the Kishon (Ki shon) … on the southern slope of the Little Hermon, and commanding the chief pass from the valley of Jezreel to that of Jordan. The offence of the people may have consisted in their neglecting to stop this pass. The fact that the city is not mentioned again makes it probable that it was destroyed in consequence of its curse by Deborah.” (smith’s o.t. history, p.334, footnote)

B. At the time of our text, God’s people were in conflict; Ephraim, Benjamin, Isaachar, Manasseh, Zebulan and Naphtali were pouring out their efforts to defend their altars and homes against the Canaanite oppression. Barak and Deborah were the Deliverers.

C. The honor of God and His people, the cause of truth against heathenism, and the kingdom of God’s people against the tyranny of Satan were trembling in the balances. A few hundred might turn the scale. But Meroz was not moved! (TEXT)
1. They chose to stay back in sullen indifference.

D. There are times when not to act for god is to act against Him! Matt.12:30

"He who is not with Me is against Me; and he who does not gather with Me scatters.”

Meroz came not to the help of the Lord. To do this was to turn traitor and aid the enemy.

E. In view of this, let us consider why Meroz was cursed and some ways in which we can commit the same sin.

I. MEROZ WAS CURSED FOR INACTIVITY

A. Meroz committed no overt offense; she was cursed for her failure to do.

B. Innocence from positive guilt is not enough to free us from condemnation.

1. This is like adding up a string of zeroes.

2. Some, however, contend that they are good because they do not do this or that.

C. Those pictured as condemned at the Judgment in Matt.25:41-46 were not positive offenders.

1. Their sin was the sin of Meroz – failure to do!

D. The religion of Christ demands action.

James 1:27 Pure and undefiled religion in the sight of our God and Father is this: to visit orphans and widows in their distress, and to keep oneself unstained by the world. 4:17 Therefore, to one who knows the right thing to do and does not do it, to him it is sin.
Matt.7:21 "Not everyone who says to Me, 'Lord, Lord,' will enter the kingdom of heaven, but he who does the will of My Father who is in heaven will enter.”
II. THE CURSE WAS FOR INACTIVITY IN TIME OF WAR

A. At the time when needed most, she failed to respond.

B. Great tests in life reveal what we really are.

James 1:2-5, 12 Consider it all joy, my brethren, when you encounter various trials, 3knowing that the testing of your faith produces endurance. 4And let endurance have its perfect result, so that you may be perfect and complete, lacking in nothing. 5But if any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask of God, who gives to all generously and without reproach, and it will be given to him. 12Blessed is a man who perseveres under trial; for once he has been approved, he will receive the crown of life which the Lord has promised to those who love Him.
We should pray, not so much for deliverance from trials, but that we might be strong enough in faith to overcome or withstand them.

C. When the battles have ceased and there is calm, it is easy for one to boast of his loyalty. But real devotion is discovered in times of conflict. (Heb.11:32-40)

D. Is it possible that we would fail our Lord like Meroz if plunged into great trials of faith?

III. WHY SOME COMMIT THIS SIN TODAY

A. Because we love self more than God.

Phil.2:21 For they all seek after their own interests, not those of Christ Jesus.
1 Cor.13:5 (love) … does not seek its own,
Matt.6:33 "But seek first His kingdom and His righteousness, ...”
Too many allow work and/or pleasure to interfere!

B. Because we are ashamed. Mark 8:38 "For whoever is ashamed of Me and My words in this adulterous and sinful generation, the Son of Man will also be ashamed of him when He comes in the glory of His Father with the holy angels."
1. Singing sounds terrible.

2. Members of the church are not the town’s elite.

3. Some think members of the church are too narrow-minded when they stand for the truth and what is right.

a. Don’t invite others to services or arrange home Bible studies.

C. Because we follow afar off.

1. This was the mistake Peter made (Matt.26:58)
2. Members of the church neglect Bible study, prayer, worship, etc. (Heb.5:12-14)

For though by this time you ought to be teachers, you have need again for someone to teach you the elementary principles of the oracles of God, and you have come to need milk and not solid food. For everyone who partakes only of milk is not accustomed to the word of righteousness, for he is an infant. But solid food is for the mature, who because of practice have their senses trained to discern good and evil.

We do not become involved!

3. Many do this when they select close friends among the worldly. 1 Cor.15:33
Do not be deceived: "Bad company corrupts good morals."

a. Instead of being an influence for good on their worldly friends, they allow themselves to be influenced instead! 2 Cor.6:14-18
Do not be bound together with unbelievers; for what partnership have righteousness and lawlessness, or what fellowship has light with darkness? 15Or what harmony has Christ with Belial, or what has a believer in common with an unbeliever? 16Or what agreement has the temple of God with idols? For we are the temple of the living God; just as God said, "i will dwell in them and walk among them; and i will be their god, and they shall be my people. 17Therefore, come out from their midst and be separate," says the Lord. "and do not touch what is unclean; And I will welcome you. 18And I will be a father to you, And you shall be sons and daughters to Me," Says the Lord Almighty.

D. Because we procrastinate; we live in the tomorrow!

1. This led to Absolom’s downfall (Second Samuel chapters 17 and 18).

2. James warns against banking on tomorrow (James 4:13-17)

Come now, you who say, "Today or tomorrow we will go to such and such a city, and spend a year there and engage in business and make a profit." 14Yet you do not know what your life will be like tomorrow. You are just a vapor that appears for a little while and then vanishes away. 15Instead, you ought to say, "If the Lord wills, we will live and also do this or that." 16But as it is, you boast in your arrogance; all such boasting is evil. 17Therefore, to one who knows the right thing to do and does not do it, to him it is sin.

3. Tomorrows of obedience never come for some! Acts 24:25
But as he was discussing righteousness, self-control and the judgment to come, Felix became frightened and said, "Go away for the present, and when I find time I will summon you."

E. Because of indifference.

1. This was the problem with the Laodiceans (Rev.3:16).
2. If the success of the church depended upon some, it would die!

CONCLUSION
A. Are you an asset to the church?

1. Are you a Christian?

2. Are you a working Christian?

a. Attending all services?

b. Giving liberally?

c. Teaching others? (etc.)

B. God has always hated disloyalty. Those who refuse to stand for Christ will be denied by Him!

Matt.10:32-33 "Therefore everyone who confesses Me before men, I will also confess him before My Father who is in heaven. But whoever denies Me before men, I will also deny him before My Father who is in heaven.”
Judges 5:23
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