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WHY FEW ENTER THE NARROW WAY

Matt.7:13-14
13“Enter through the narrow gate; for the gate is wide and the way is broad that leads to destruction, and there are many who enter through it. 14For the gate is small and the way is narrow that leads to life, and there are few who find it.”
INTRODUCTION
Man has two roads to choose from — One is strait and narrow — Other is wide or broad — One leads to life — Other to destruction,

1. Jesus made startling statement concerning one to life: there are few who find it
a. This needs and deserves our study.
2. There will be some that will not find or enter the narrow way into life.
a. Why will some not enter narrow way?

I. NOT BECAUSE IT IS IMPOSSIBLE, BEING PREDESTINATED TO DESTRUCTION
Rom 8:28-30 And we know that God causes all things to work together for good to those who love God, to those who are called according to His purpose. 29For those whom He foreknew, He also predestined to become conformed to the image of His Son, so that He would be the firstborn among many brethren; 30and these whom He predestined, He also called; and these whom He called, He also justified; and these whom He justified, He also glorified.

Eph.2:10 For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand so that we would walk in them.

A. Some teach concerning these passages (and others like them) that no matter what we do, God has before ordained that we would be lost or saved,

1. Such doctrine makes God responsible for people not finding narrow way. It makes God responsible for those who are lost! But,… 2 Pet.3:9
The Lord … is patient toward you, not wishing for any to perish but for all to come to repentance.

2. Why exhort people to enter, if impossible?

3. Gospel power to save (Rom.1:16)
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4. Why preach to every creature if all could not enter.? Mark 16:15 And He said to them, “Go into all the world and preach the gospel to all creation.
Rev.22:17 The Spirit and the bride say, “Come.” And let the one who hears say, “Come.” And let the one who is thirsty come; let the one who wishes take the water of life without cost.

C. Folks are "Pre-destined" — to be conformed to the image of His Son. (n.t. written that we might do this).
D. "Called-Rom.10:13-17
13for “Whoever will call on the name of the Lord will be saved.” 14How then will they call on Him in whom they have not believed? How will they believe in Him whom they have not heard? And how will they hear without a preacher? 15How will they preach unless they are sent? Just as it is written, “How beautiful are the feet of those who bring good news of good things!” 16However, they did not all heed the good news; for Isaiah says, “Lord, who has believed our report?” 17So faith comes from hearing, and hearing by the word of Christ.

II. NOT BECAUSE IT IS IMPOSSIBLE TO UNDERSTAND WHAT THE WILL OF THE LORD IS
A. Why say "enter" — then make it so hard that man could not know or understand how to enter?

1. Such is a reflection on mercy and goodness of God.
John 7:l7 “If anyone is willing to do His will, he will know of the teaching, whether it is of God or whether I speak from Myself. 8:32 and you will know the truth, and the truth will make you free.”
Eph.5:17 So then do not be foolish, but understand what the will of the Lord is.
Eph.3:1-6 For this reason I, Paul, the prisoner of Christ Jesus for the sake of you Gentiles—2if indeed you have heard of the stewardship of God’s grace which was given to me for you; 3that by revelation there was made known to me the mystery, as I wrote before in brief. 4By referring to this, when you read you can understand my insight into the mystery of Christ, 5which in other generations was not made known to the sons of men, as it has now been revealed to His holy apostles and prophets in the Spirit; 6to be specific, that the Gentiles are fellow heirs and fellow members of the body, and fellow partakers of the promise in Christ Jesus through the gospel,
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B. Why do people not understand the way of the Lord? Matt 13:13-16
13“Therefore I speak to them in parables; because while seeing they do not see, and while hearing they do not hear, nor do they understand. 14In their case the prophecy of Isaiah is being fulfilled, which says, ‘You will keep on hearing, but will not understand; You will keep on seeing, but will not perceive; 15For the heart of this people has become dull, With their ears they scarcely hear, And they have closed their eyes, Otherwise they would see with their eyes, Hear with their ears, And understand with their heart and return, And I would heal them.’ 16But blessed are your eyes, because they see; and your ears, because they hear.”

John 8:42-51 Jesus said to them, “If God were your Father, you would love Me, for I proceeded forth and have come from God, for I have not even come on My own initiative, but He sent Me. 43Why do you not understand what I am saying? It is because you cannot hear My word. 44You are of your father the devil, and you want to do the desires of your father. He was a murderer from the beginning, and does not stand in the truth because there is no truth in him. Whenever he speaks a lie, he speaks from his own nature, for he is a liar and the father of lies. 45But because I speak the truth, you do not believe Me. 46Which one of you convicts Me of sin? If I speak truth, why do you not believe Me? 47He who is of God hears the words of God; for this reason you do not hear them, because you are not of God.” 48The Jews answered and said to Him, “Do we not say rightly that You are a Samaritan and have a demon?” 49Jesus answered, “I do not have a demon; but I honor My Father, and you dishonor Me. 50But I do not seek My glory; there is One who seeks and judges. 51Truly, truly, I say to you, if anyone keeps My word he will never see death.”
D. There is not one thing that directs man into the way that man cannot understand if he will try.

III. SOME WILL NOT ENTER BECAUSE WE FAILED TO TELL THEM ABOUT IT
A. We are to carry the gospel to the whole world (great-commission); 2 Tim 4:1-2
1I solemnly charge you in the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who is to judge the living and the dead, and by His appearing and His kingdom: 2preach the word; be ready in season and out of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort, with great patience and instruction.

2 Tim.2:2 The things which you have heard from me in the presence of many witnesses, entrust these to faithful men who will be able to teach others also.
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B. We are debtors, Rom.1:14 I am under obligation both to Greeks and to barbarians, both to the wise and to the foolish.

1. Sad thing on judgment day to have someone point to me and say that I never told him about Christ and salvation and the church.
Acts 8:1 … And on that day a great persecution began against the church in Jerusalem, and they were all scattered throughout the regions of Judea and Samaria, except the apostles. 4 … those who had been scattered went about preaching the word.
IV. SOME WILL NOT ENTER BECAUSE OF PREJUDICE
A. They have heard gospel - but are prejudiced.~ Prejudice - "an opinion, usually unfavorable, formed before a careful examination."
B. Some examples;

1. What's good enough for parents good enough for me.

2. One church as good as another.

3. We are all going to same place, different ways.

V. SOME WILL NOT ENTER BECAUSE THEY FOLLOWED PREACHER WITHOUT INVESTIGATION
A. There are many false teachers in the world today, disguised as preachers of gospel.
2 Pet 2: 1-3 But false prophets also arose among the people, just as there will also be false teachers among you, who will secretly introduce destructive heresies, even denying the Master who bought them, bringing swift destruction upon themselves. 2Many will follow their sensuality, and because of them the way of the truth will be maligned; 3and in their greed they will exploit you with false words; their judgment from long ago is not idle, and their destruction is not asleep.
B. Test the spirits. 1 John 4:1 Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits to see whether they are from God, because many false prophets have gone out into the world.
Acts 17:11 Now these were more noble-minded than those in Thessalonica, for they received the word with great eagerness, examining the Scriptures daily to see whether these things were so.
C. Jesus said “… if a blind man guides a blind man, both will fall into a pit.” (Matt.15:14)
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VI. SOME TRY TO ENTER WITH WORLD ON BACKS

A. Want to walk the narrow way, but carry along many things they don't want to give up. Dancing, drinking, gambling, cursing, etc.
B. But Gate is too narrow to enter with world; it must be left behind.

Mark 8:34-38 And He summoned the crowd with His disciples, and said to them, “If anyone wishes to come after Me, he must deny himself, and take up his cross and follow Me. 35For whoever wishes to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for My sake and the gospel’s will save it. 36For what does it profit a man to gain the whole world, and forfeit his soul? 37For what will a man give in exchange for his soul? 38“For whoever is ashamed of Me and My words in this adulterous and sinful generation, the Son of Man will also be ashamed of him when He comes in the glory of His Father with the holy angels.”

Matthew 10:32-39 “Therefore everyone who confesses Me before men, I will also confess him before My Father who is in heaven. 33But whoever denies Me before men, I will also deny him before My Father who is in heaven. 34Do not think that I came to bring peace on the earth; I did not come to bring peace, but a sword. 35For I came to set a man against his father, and a daughter against her mother, and a daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law; 36and a man’s enemies will be the members of his household. 37He who loves father or mother more than Me is not worthy of Me; and he who loves son or daughter more than Me is not worthy of Me. 38And he who does not take his cross and follow after Me is not worthy of Me. 39“He who has found his life will lose it, and he who has lost his life for My sake will find it.”
VII. SOME WILL NOT ENTER BECAUSE THEY FOLLOW MAJORITY
A. Seeking the most popular; majority on the broad road.

B. This has been true down through the centuries.

Noah; Lot and daughters; Children of Israel (only 2); Only few followed Jesus while here.
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VIII. SOME WILL NOT ENTER BECAUSE OF PROCRASTINATION (postpone, defer, delay, put off)

A. Meant to enter, but sought more opportune time.  Road to hell paved with good intentions!

B. How sad to be so near, yet so far. Illustration: family in sight of destiny; wreck and killed.

C. Felix, convenient time; Agrippa, almost! (Acts 24 and 26)
D. Probably some here this morning who haven't entered because of procrastination.

1. How sad it will be if you fail to enter.

2. Now is the accepted time; today is the day of salvation.

CONCLUSION
1. Jesus is the way — open to all — all must do same thing (h-b-r-c-b)
2. What hinders you from entering today?
3. Have you entered but fallen by wayside?
PAGE  
6

