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Nothing But Leaves
Text: Mark 11:12-14 New kjv

¶ 12Now the next day, when they had come out from Bethany, He was hungry. 13And seeing from afar a fig tree having leaves, He went to see if perhaps He would find something on it. When He came to it, He found nothing but leaves, for it was not the season for figs. 14In response Jesus said to it, "Let no one eat fruit from you ever again." And His disciples heard it.
Introduction
A. Mark here records a human characteristic of Jesus...“He became hungry.” (nasb)
1. Hunger was a part of His “taking upon Himself the form of a man”
a. A part of His humiliation.

2. Though He was the Bread of Life, yet He hungered.

3. Though He was the Water of Life, yet He thirsted.

B. “And seeing at a distance a fig tree in leaf, He went to see if perhaps He would find anything on it;...” (nasb)
1. Fig trees were plentiful in this neighborhood.

2. A fig tree “in leaf” (“having leaves” kjv) was an indication there was fruit also upon it, because the figs begins to appear before the leaves do.

C. “. . .and when He came to it, He found nothing but leaves,...” (v.13)

1. It would be expected that on this tree, with its leaves fully developed, there might be found at least some ripened fruit.

a. Jesus, therefore, approached the fig tree with the expectation of finding some fruit.

2. But, “He found nothing but leaves”!!

D. “. . .for it was not the season for figs.” (“For the time of figs was not yet” kjv)
1. That is, it was not the time for full ripe figs, not the season for harvesting them, not the ordinary time for full, ripe figs.
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2. On this point, J.W.McGarvey writes: “On this kind of tree the fruit forms before the leaves appear; so this tree, by putting on its foliage before the time for figs, was proclaiming itself superior to all other fig trees. This made it a striking symbol of the hypocrite, who, not content with appearing to be as good as other people, usually puts on the appearance of being a great deal better.”

3. So, Jesus cursed this fig tree. “...May no one ever eat fruit from you again!” (v.14)
E. Our text presents three things:

1. What Jesus sought and seeks.

2. What Jesus found and finds.

3. What Jesus did and will do.

I. What Jesus Sought And Seeks
A. Of the fig tree: fruit. He had the right to expect it because it displayed leaves, the sign of some fruit.

B. Of the Jewish nation: fruit. He had the right to expect it because Jehovah had made Israel a “special people” unto Himself. Deut.7:6

"For you are a holy people to the Lord your God; the Lord your God has chosen you to be a people for Himself, a special treasure above all the peoples on the face of the earth.”
God had cared for and protected them by His providence!

C. Of Christians today: fruit. John 15:8 "By this My Father is glorified, that you bear much fruit; so you will be My disciples.”
1. Today as the Lord looks down From heaven upon Spiritual Israel (the church) He expects fruit of the lives of His disciples.

2. The branch that is in Christ possesses all that is necessary to become fruitful. John 15:2

"Every branch in Me that does not bear fruit He takes away; and every branch that bears fruit He prunes, that it may bear more fruit.” 5 “I am the vine, you are the branches. He who abides in Me, and I in him, bears much fruit; for without Me you can do nothing.”
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3. Therefore, when we see a Christian today, we expect to see Fruit in his life.

a. We expect to see a new creation.

2 Co.5:17 Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; old things have passed away; behold, all things have become new.

Eph.4:17-24 This I say, therefore, and testify in the Lord, that you should no longer walk as the rest of the Gentiles walk, in the futility of their mind, 18having their understanding darkened, being alienated from the life of God, because of the ignorance that is in them, because of the blindness of their heart; 19who, being past feeling, have given themselves over to lewdness, to work all uncleanness with greediness. 20But you have not so learned Christ, 21if indeed you have heard Him and have been taught by Him, as the truth is in Jesus: 22that you put off, concerning your former conduct, the old man which grows corrupt according to the deceitful lusts, 23and be renewed in the spirit of your mind, 24and that you put on the new man which was created according to God, in true righteousness and holiness.

b. We expect to see the likeness and image of Christ.

Phil.2:5 Let this mind be in you which was also in Christ Jesus,

1 Pet.2:21 For to this you were called, because Christ also suffered for us, leaving us an example, that you should follow His steps:
c. We expect to see a holy character. 1 Pet.1:15 but as He who called you is holy, you also be holy in all your conduct,
d. We expect to see self-denial. Luke 9:23 "If anyone desires to come after Me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross daily, and follow Me.”
4. Our Lord hungers for Fruit in us; He yearns to see us useful in His service.
II. What Christ Found And Finds
A. In the fig tree: nothing but leaves.

B. In the Jewish nation: nothing but leaves. Matthew 23 is a good example:
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2 saying: "The scribes and the Pharisees sit in Moses' seat. 3 Therefore whatever they tell you to observe, that observe and do, but do not do according to their works; for they say, and do not do.” 5 "But all their works they do to be seen by men. …” 13 ¶ "But woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! ...” (also v.14, 15, 23, 25, 27, 29) 16 "Woe to you, blind guides, …' 17 "Fools and blind! … 19 "Fools and blind! …” 24 "Blind guides, who strain out a gnat and swallow a camel!” 26 Blind Pharisee! 33 "Serpents, brood of vipers! How can you escape the condemnation of hell?”

C. In Christians today ... in some He still Finds: nothing but leaves!

let us examine ourselves just here:

1. We profess to speak where the Bible speaks… 1 Pet.4:11 If anyone speaks, let him speak as the oracles of God. If anyone ministers, let him do it as with the ability which God supplies, that in all things God may be glorified through Jesus Christ, to whom belong the glory and the dominion forever and ever. Amen.
a. But, do you know what the Bible teaches?

b. This necessitates study!

1 Pet.3:15 But sanctify the Lord God in your hearts, and always be ready to give a defense to everyone who asks you a reason for the hope that is in you, with meekness and fear;
2 Tim.2:15 Be diligent to present yourself approved to God, a worker who does not need to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth.
Col.3:16 Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom, …
c. If you do not know the word of God... cannot give answer (etc.)

If you are not attempting to learn ... you are nothing but leaves!
Heb.5:12-14 For though by this time you ought to be teachers, you need someone to teach you again the first principles of the oracles of God; and you have come to need milk and not solid food. For everyone who partakes only of milk is unskilled in the word of righteousness, for he is a babe. But solid food belongs to those who are of full age, that is, those who by reason of use have their senses exercised to discern both good and evil.
Heb.6:1 Therefore, leaving the discussion of the elementary principles of Christ, let us go on to perfection, not laying again the foundation of repentance from dead works and of faith toward God,
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2. We profess that the observance of the Lord’s Supper must be every Sunday (Acts 20:7).
a. Do you attempt to teach this to your neighbors and then neglect to practice it?

b. On the Lord’s day do you stay at home and entertain company? go fishing? golfing? have a sore toe? etc.

c. If so, then you are nothing bat leaves?

3. We profess to worship God in Spirit and in Truth (John 4:24).
a. Some go to worship, but do not worship! Many think that going into a place of worship, sitting down for a prescribed length of time, and coming out again constitutes worship.

A) They mistake order or formality for worship!

b. Some are strict to observe the Lord’s Supper ritualistically; they would not dare miss it; but they do not observe it worthily.

1 Cor.11:13-28 For I received from the Lord that which I also delivered to you: that the Lord Jesus on the same night in which He was betrayed took bread; 24and when He had given thanks, He broke it and said, "Take, eat; this is My body which is broken for you; do this in remembrance of Me." 25In the same manner He also took the cup after supper, saying, "This cup is the new covenant in My blood. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me." 26For as often as you eat this bread and drink this cup, you proclaim the Lord's death till He comes. 27Therefore whoever eats this bread or drinks this cup of the Lord in an unworthy manner will be guilty of the body and blood of the Lord. 28But let a man examine himself, and so let him eat of the bread and drink of the cup.

c. Some contend that we should “upon the First day of the week lay by him in store, ...” but they do not give “as God hath prospered” them (1 Cor.16:2), nor do they purpose their giving or give cheerfully (2 Cor.9:7).
d. Some affirm that we should praise God in song without the use of mechanical instruments of music (Eph.5:19; Col.3:16), yet they do not sing “with the spirit and with the understanding” (1 Cor.l4:15)
give me the bible ... revive us again ... oh how i love jesus...stand up, stand up for jesus ... standing on the promises...take my life and let it be... (etc.).
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e.
Some commend the preaching, but do not profit by putting it into practice.

A) In all this, they are nothing bat leaves

4. The n.t. teaches that we should be forgiving.

Luke 17:1-4 Then He said to the disciples, "It is impossible that no offenses should come, but woe to him through whom they do come! It would be better for him if a millstone were hung around his neck, and he were thrown into the sea, than that he should offend one of these little ones. Take heed to yourselves. If your brother sins against you, rebuke him; and if he repents, forgive him. And if he sins against you seven times in a day, and seven times in a day returns to you, saying, 'I repent,' you shall forgive him."
Eph.4:32 And be kind to one another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, just as God in Christ forgave you.
Col.3:12-14 Therefore, as the elect of God, holy and beloved, put on tender mercies, kindness, humility, meekness, longsuffering; bearing with one another, and forgiving one another, if anyone has a complaint against another; even as Christ forgave you, so you also must do. But above all these things put on love, which is the bond of perfection.

a. Do you read, memorize, quote these passages, yet harbor malice toward your brother?
b. If so, you are nothing but leaves!

c. Sometimes folks think preacher is preaching at them—usually not so! Word=Sword of Spirit (Eph.6:17; Heb.4:12; 1 Cor.14:23-25)
5. There are those, both in and out of the church, who have regrets without repentance.

a. Many under a heart-searching sermon feel grieved on account of sins, and yet never have the strength of will to give them up.

b. They say they are sorry, but they go on in the same sinful course.

c. They resolve without acting; they will, but it is always in the future.

d. They see the right but always permit the evil to rule them.

A) Such is nothing but leaves!
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B) It has been said, “It is easy to bring a man to the river of regret, but you cannot always persuade him to drink of the water of repentance.”

III. What Christ Did And Will Do
A. To the Fig Tree: He cursed it and it withered away and bore no fruit forever thereafter. Matthew 21:18
And seeing a lone Fig tree by the road, He came to it, and found nothing on it except leaves only; and He said to it, “No longer shall there ever be any fruit from you.” And at once the fig tree withered.
B. To the Jewish Nation: I Kings 9:6-9

“But if you or your sons shall indeed turn away from following Me, and shall not keep My commandments and My statutes which I have set before you and shall go and serve other gods and worship them, then I will cut off Israel from the land which I have given them, and the house which I have consecrated for My name, I will cast out of My sight. So Israel will become a proverb and a byword among all peoples. And this house will become a heap of ruins; everyone who passes by will be astonished and hiss and say, ‘Why has the Lord done thus to this land and to this house?’ “And they will say, ‘Because they forsook the Lord their God, who brought their Fathers out of the land of Egypt, and adopted other gods and worshiped them and served them, therefore the Lord has brought all this adversity on them.

Throughout the personal ministry of Jesus the conflict mounted with the leaders of the Jews. Their obstinate rejection of Christ filled the cup of their iniquity to overflowing.

The parables of Matt.2l stressed the fact that the Jews would be cast away from God’s favor and that others would go into the kingdom.

In the parable of the wicked husbandman (Matt.21:43), Jesus said, “Therefore I say to you, the kingdom of God will be taken away from you, and be given to a nation producing the fruit of it.”
In Matt.22 a series of debates with the Pharisees and Sadducees resulted in Jesus putting them to silence. They could not answer, yet were to stubborn to accept the truth.
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This led to Jesus’ stern pronouncement against them in Matt.23. He summarized their crimes and pronounced a series of woes upon them. In v.32 He said, “Fill up then the measure of the gui1t of your fathers.”
God had been long suffering with the Jews throughout their long history, but in their rejection of Jesus as the Christ, the Son of God, they were filling up the cup of their iniquity. The patience of God was running out.

Yet, while Justice demanded the destruction of Jerusalem and all that pertained to official Judaism, Jesus wept in tenderness over the fate that awaited them.

Matt.23:37 "O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the one who kills the prophets and stones those who are sent to her! How often I wanted to gather your children together, as a hen gathers her chicks under her wings, but you were not willing!” (“…and ye would not” kjv)
Luke 19:41 Now as He drew near, He saw the city and wept over it,
This was the same occasion as our text – the cursing of the fig tree took place the next day!

Then came the judgment! "See! Your house is left to you desolate;” (Matt.23:38)

Luke 19:41-44 Now as He drew near, He saw the city and wept over it, saying, "If you had known, even you, especially in this your day, the things that make for your peace! But now they are hidden from your eyes. For days will come upon you when your enemies will build an embankment around you, surround you and close you in on every side, and level you, and your children within you, to the ground; and they will not leave in you one stone upon another, because you did not know the time of your visitation."
Then follows, in Matt.24, a description of the destruction of Jerusalem and signs the Christians were to watch for in order to escape that destruction.

This took place in 70 ad. Since that time the Jews have never worshipped God like they once did!
C. To the Christian:
John 15:1-8 "I am the true vine, and My Father is the vinedresser. Every branch in Me that does not bear fruit He takes away; and every branch that bears fruit He prunes, that it may bear more fruit. You are already clean because of the word which I have spoken to you. Abide in Me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself, unless it abides in the vine, neither can you, unless you abide in Me. I am the vine, you are the branches. He who abides in Me, and I in him, bears much fruit; for without Me you can do nothing. If anyone does not abide in Me, he is cast out as a branch and is withered; and they gather them and throw them into the fire, and they are burned. If you abide in Me, and My words abide in you, you will ask what you desire, and it shall be done for you. By this My Father is glorified, that you bear much fruit; so you will be My disciples.” Here we learn the fate of both faithful and unfaithful Christians!
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Conclusion
A. What about your life? Is it fruitful? Or empty and barren?

B. If Christ should come personally and physically into our worship today and look on you and me and see in us a mere profession, a great show of leaves, yet no fruit, what would be the result?

1. He would not say: 'Well done, good and faithful servant; you have been faithful over a few things, I will make you ruler over many things. Enter into the joy of your lord.' (Matt.25:23)

2. But He would say: Depart from Me, you cursed, into the everlasting fire prepared for the devil and his angels: (Matt.25:41)

C. Let us tremble before the heart-searching eye of God.

If He cursed the Fig Tree; if the Jewish Religion was destroyed …
Do not think we will be spared (in sin) because we are members of the Lord’s church!

D. Let us remember that by God’s grace we can yet be fruitful in His service. Paul said:

1 Cor.15:9-10 For I am the least of the apostles, who am not worthy to be called an apostle, because I persecuted the church of God. But by the grace of God I am what I am, and His grace toward me was not in vain; but I labored more abundantly than they all, yet not I, but the grace of God which was with me.
Invitation
Except You…

Believe (John 8:24)

Repent (Luke 13:3)

Confess Christ (Mat.10:32-33)

Be Born Again (John 3:5) i.e., Baptism, Acts 2:38; 22:16; etc.
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