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OPPORTUNITIES UNUSED ARE LOST

TEXT: Matt.25:29 For to everyone who has will more be given, and he will have an abundance. But from the one who has not, even what he has will be taken away.
INTRODUCTION
A. This statement is from the Lord’s well-known parable of the talents.

B. Here Jesus shows that:

1. The diligent will be rewarded, X (v.21 His master said to him, 'Well done, good and faithful servant. You have been faithful over a little; I will set you over much. Enter into the joy of your master.' -- v. 23—Same as v.21).
2. The indolent will be punished, X (v.26 But his master answered him, 'You wicked and slothful servant! You knew that I reap where I have not sowed and gather where I scattered no seed? -- v.30 And cast the worthless servant into the outer darkness. In that place there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.')
C. Here Jesus used the expressions: "Good and faithful" as against "wicked and slothful."
D. In the law of rewards Jesus shows: X
1. The reward of X faithfulness is an increased trust.
2. The reward of X faithlessness is a removed trust.
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I. X THE REWARD OF FAITHFULNESS IS AN INCREASED TRUST
(Matt.25:21, 23; X Luke 19:16-19 16The first came before him, saying, 'Lord, your X mina has made ten minas more.' 17And he said to him, 'Well done, good servant! Because you have been faithful in a very little, you shall have authority over ten cities.' 18And the second came, saying, 'Lord, your mina has made five minas.' 19And he said to him, 'And you are to be over five cities.'
A. We need to correct our common idea that reward is something to possess, for the truest and best reward is something to use!

1. The faithful are always selected for the higher service and are finding that higher service their satisfying reward.

X John 15:2 … every branch that does bear fruit he prunes, that it may bear more fruit.
2. X He who is faithful gets his reward in that development of trust and opportunity that fits him for higher trusts. X
Luke 16:10-12 10"One who is faithful in a very little is also faithful in much, and one who is dishonest in a very little is also dishonest in much. 11If then you have not been faithful in the unrighteous wealth, who will entrust to you the true riches? 12And if you have not been faithful in that which is another's, who will give you that which is your own?
a. What about our final reward? Will it include higher service to God as well as eternal life? X (cf.. Rev.22:3 “…his bondservants shall serve him;” “… his servants will worship him.”).
B. Three things stand out in this parable (of the talents, text);

1. X We are not all endowed alike (v.15 To one he gave five talents, to another two, to another one, to each according to his ability. Then he went away.)
a. We are not endowed alike X by birth — training — opportunity.

b. X But an extra ability or advantage that we have implies extra responsibility and obligations.

c. More is required of a rich man than a poor man; of a strong man than a weak man; of an educated man than an uneducated man.
d. But we have one thing in common — X all can be faithful and faithfulness is required of all!
2. X We cannot all produce alike.

a. The master of these servants did not expect as much from the one-talented man as he did from the man of 5 talents.
b. Many times men of limited ability excuse their failures because they do not have as many advantages as their neighbors. They, therefore, hide behind their failures and criticize those who have succeeded in a larger measure.
c. X Life may be lived in one of three ways:
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Continued: Life may be lived in one of three ways:

1) neglected
2) misused

3) used properly (1 Cor.10:31 "So whether you eat or drink or whatever you do, do it all for the glory of God.")
3. X We will not all be rewarded alike.

a. Not that there are "degrees" of punishment or reward, but in the fact that there is
b. X punishment or reward!
1) Two of the men in the parable were rewarded alike (v.21, 23).

a) One gained 5 talents and another 2, but they were equally faithful and on the basis of their faithfulness they were equally rewarded.

2) But the third man received no good reward, because he did not have any gain. Since he did not try there was no faithfulness to merit reward.

II. X THE REWARD OF FAITHLESSNESS IS A REMOVED TRUST; 
Matthew 25:24-30  24He also who had received the one talent came forward, saying, 'Master, I knew you to be a hard man, reaping where you did not sow, and gathering where you scattered no seed, 25so I was afraid, and I went and hid your talent in the ground. Here you have what is yours.' 26But his master answered him, 'You wicked and slothful servant! You knew that I reap where I have not sowed and gather where I scattered no seed? X 27Then you ought to have invested my money with the bankers, and at my coming I should have received what was my own with interest. 28So take the talent from him and give it to him who has the ten talents. 29For to everyone who has will more be given, and he will have an abundance. But from the one who has not, even what he has will be taken away. 30And cast the worthless servant into the outer darkness. In that place there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.' X
A. Part of God's judgment on the unfaithful is His taking away their trusts.

B. The slothful servant had received but one talent and for that he was called into account. The smallness of our receiving will not excuse us from a reckoning
1. His apology for himself (v.24-25, above). Let us note:
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a. What he confided in — X "See, here is what belongs to you." (nasb)
A) In other words, "If I have not made more, as others have done, at least I have not made less than was entrusted to me. I was no spendthrift or waster of your talent." (as the prodigal son)
b. What he confessed — "I ... hid your talent in the ground."

A) He speaks as if he deserved praise for his prudence in putting it in a safe place, and thus running no hazards with it!

c. What he offered as an excuse — "I was afraid."

A) X Sin breaks down the countenance of any people.

1) X Adam and Eve hid themselves from the presence of the Lord (Gen.3:8)

2) X Prov.14:34 Righteousness exalts a nation, but sin is a reproach to any people.
3) X Rev.6:16-17 16calling to the mountains and rocks, "Fall on us and hide us from the face of him who is seated on the throne, and from the wrath of the Lamb, 17for the great day of their wrath has come, and who can stand?"
B) X There are a great many people in the church who are so afraid they will make a mistake, they are unwilling to attempt anything!
d. X His sin was neglect — (v.26 But his master answered him, X 'You wicked and slothful servant! You knew that I reap where I have not sowed and gather where I scattered no seed?)

C. X This servant lost his talent (v.28 So take the talent from him…).

1. Every blessing comes to us labeled: X "use me or lose me!"

2. This principle of losing what we do not use is a fundamental rule of life.
a. It is true materially -- X machinery will rust out quicker than it will wear out. X Houses run down when not lived in. etc.

b. It is true physically — X muscles unused will dwindle and die.
c. It is true mentally — X neglect your mind and you will be an ignoramus.

d. It is true spiritually — X neglect your soul and you will lose it!
X Hebrews 5:11-14 11About this we have much to say, and it is hard to explain, since you have become dull of hearing. 12For though by this time you ought to be teachers, you need someone to teach you again the basic principles of the oracles of God. You need milk, not solid food, 13for everyone who lives on milk is unskilled in the word of righteousness, since he is a child. 14But solid food is for the mature, for those who have their powers of discernment trained by constant practice to distinguish good from evil.
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D. This principle is not only true of an individual Christian, but also of a congregation —

1. Many churches retrogress instead of progress because of a failure to use and develop talents and opportunities.

2. What about this congregation?

a. We have come a long way since the beginning, but what about now?

b. What about not only our present, but our future?

c. Here we are faced with a great future for possible growth and expansion.

d. What are we going to do about it? Are we going forward? Are we going to sit still and: bury our talent(s)? If so, the Lord will say, X “So take the talent from him and give it to him who has the ten talents.” (v.28)

CONCLUSION
A. The Lord knows our ability and will make us responsible for only that we are able to assume.

1. God is good and fair with us and will not demand more of us than we are able to perform.
X 2 Cor.8:12 For if the readiness is there, it is acceptable according to what a person has, not according to what he does not have.
B. Neither will the Lord demand less of us than we are able to do. So let us use our talent(s) as individual Christians and as a congregation to the glory of God. Let us never be guilty of burying our talent, and thus losing it!

C. What will be our sentence in the last great day?

1. X Will it be, 'Well done, good and faithful servant. You have been faithful over a little; I will set you over much. Enter into the joy of your master.'?
2. X Or, will it be, cast the worthless servant into the outer darkness. In that place there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.'?
a. There could be no greater condemnation than this!
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