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X. Comfort  "Thy rod and thy staff they comfort me" (4d)
A. Some think the rod and staff is the same thing. It appears from the text they may be two separate items.
1. The rod was used as a stick by which to discipline and to aid one in walking.

The staff was crooked on end to snag feet of sheep to bring back to fold and also a walking stick.

2. David could take comfort in the rod because he knew that God would use it to punish his enemies Psalm 9:16
The Lord has made Himself known; He has executed judgment. In the work of his own hands the wicked is snared. …
3. And he could take comfort in His staff because it was the path God would travel and in which David could place his trust.

a. God is faithful 1 Cor.10:13 No temptation has overtaken you but such as is common to man; and God is faithful, who will not allow you to be tempted beyond what you are able, but with the temptation will provide the way of escape also, that you may be able to endure it.
B. God's rod and staff comforts those who walk with Him.

1. It is not a comfort to the sinner.

C. Think of the glorious promises we have in death. 1 Thess.4:13-18

But we do not want you to be uninformed, brethren, about those who are asleep, that you may not grieve, as do the rest who have no hope. For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so God will bring with Him those who have fallen asleep in Jesus. For this we say to you by the word of the Lord, that we who are alive, and remain until the coming of the Lord, shall not precede those who have fallen asleep. For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with the trumpet of God; and the dead in Christ shall rise first. Then we who are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air, and thus we shall always be with the Lord. …

1. After telling about the resurrection of the righteous, Paul said,

"…Therefore comfort one another with these words."

2. Rev.14:13 "…Blessed are the dead which die in the Lord from henceforth:  Yea, saith the Spirit, that they may rest from their labours; and their works do follow them."
D. What greater promises or comfort could we desire?

Page Nineteen                            The 23rd Psalm                                              S 63F
XI. Providence  "Thou preparest a table before me in the presence of mine enemies" (5a)
A. What a beautiful thought:
1. Abundance is provided

2. But more than that, it is provided so that his enemies could see it.

3. All of those who criticized and complained about his chosen course were able to see that it was the right course.
B. We have the same promises.

Prov.28:25 "… But he who trusts in the Lord will prosper." (nasb; kjv== "...he that putteth his trust in Jehovah shall be made fat.")
Matt.6:32-33 “For all these things the Gentiles eagerly seek; for your heavenly Father knows that you need all these things. But seek first His kingdom and His righteousness; and all these things shall be added to you.”
C. While the enemy of the sheep seeks a victory, a table is prepared for the sheep.
D. One of the lessons learned from the book of Revelation is that, though the enemy seems to have a victory, the saints always win.

Rev.13:10 If anyone is destined for captivity, to captivity he goes; if anyone kills with the sword, with the sword he must be killed. Here is the perseverance and the faith of the saints. 14:12-13 Here is the perseverance of the saints who keep the commandments of God and their faith in Jesus. And I heard a voice from heaven, saying, "Write, 'Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord from now on!'" "Yes," says the Spirit, "so that they may rest from their labors, for their deeds follow with them."
19:11-21 ¶ And I saw heaven opened, and behold, a white horse, and He who sat on it is called Faithful and True, and in righteousness He judges and wages war. 12His eyes are a flame of fire, and on His head are many diadems; and He has a name written on Him which no one knows except Himself. 13He is clothed with a robe dipped in blood, and His name is called The Word of God. 14And the armies which are in heaven, clothed in fine linen, white and clean, were following Him on white horses. 15From His mouth comes a sharp sword, so that with it He may strike down the nations, and He will rule them with a rod of iron; and He treads the wine press of the fierce wrath of God, the Almighty. 16And on His robe and on His thigh He has a name written, "king of kings, and lord of lords."
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17Then I saw an angel standing in the sun, and he cried out with a loud voice, saying to all the birds which fly in midheaven, "Come, assemble for the great supper of God, 18so that you may eat the flesh of kings and the flesh of commanders and the flesh of mighty men and the flesh of horses and of those who sit on them and the flesh of all men, both free men and slaves, and small and great." 19And I saw the beast and the kings of the earth and their armies assembled to make war against Him who sat on the horse and against His army. 20And the beast was seized, and with him the false prophet who performed the signs in his presence, by which he deceived those who had received the mark of the beast and those who worshiped his image; these two were thrown alive into the lake of fire which burns with brimstone. 21And the rest were killed with the sword which came from the mouth of Him who sat on the horse, and all the birds were filled with their flesh. 20:4-6 Then I saw thrones, and they sat on them, and judgment was given to them. And I saw the souls of those who had been beheaded because of their testimony of Jesus and because of the word of God, and those who had not worshiped the beast or his image, and had not received the mark on their forehead and on their hand; and they came to life and reigned with Christ for a thousand years. 5The rest of the dead did not come to life until the thousand years were completed. This is the first resurrection. 6Blessed and holy is the one who has a part in the first resurrection; over these the second death has no power, but they will be priests of God and of Christ and will reign with Him for a thousand years.

XII. Favor  "Thou anointest my head with oil" (5b)
A. To be anointed of the Lord is to:
1. Be chosen of the Lord.

a. The term Christ means God's anointed.

2. Be in His favor cf.1 Sam.16:13 Then Samuel took the horn of oil and anointed him in the midst of his brothers; and the Spirit of the Lord came mightily upon David from that day forward. …
3. Be a king.

B. God has chosen and anointed certain ones today 2 Cor.1:21-22.

Now He who … anointed us is God,…
1. Eph.1:4 just as He chose us in Him before the foundation of the world, …
2. We are a chosen generation 1 Pet.2:9 But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for God’s own possession, that you may proclaim the excellencies of Him who has called you out of darkness into His marvelous light;
3. And in His favor
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2 Cor.4:6 For God, who said, “Light shall shine out of darkness,” is the One who has shone in our hearts to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Christ.
Eph.1:16-19 do not cease giving thanks for you, while making mention of you in my prayers; that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give to you a spirit of wisdom and of revelation in the knowledge of Him. I pray that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened, so that you may know what is the hope of His calling, what are the riches of the glory of His inheritance in the saints, and what is the surpassing greatness of His power toward us who believe. These are in accordance with the working of the strength of His might
Eph.3:16-19 that He would grant you, according to the riches of His glory, to be strengthened with power through His Spirit in the inner man; so that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith; and that you, being rooted and grounded in love, may be able to comprehend with all the saints what is the breadth and length and height and depth, and to know the love of Christ which surpasses knowledge, that you may be filled up to all the fulness of God.

XIII. Joy  "My cup runneth over" 5c
A. The cup is full.
1. Our enemies are not able to prevent God's blessings. And so my cup runs over.

         a. He is overjoyed as a result.

2. This reminds us of how it is when we gain some kind of victory.

B. Think of the rejoicing that the Christian can have in Christ.
1. The eunuch went on his way rejoicing Acts 8:39.

2. The jailer's household rejoiced Acts 16:34.
3. All Christians should rejoice

1 Pet.4:12-14 Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery ordeal among you, which comes upon you for your testing, as though some strange thing were happening to you; but to the degree that you share the sufferings of Christ, keep on rejoicing, so that also at the revelation of His glory you may rejoice with exultation. If you are reviled for the name of Christ, you are blessed, because the Spirit of glory and of God rests on you.
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Matt.5:11-12 "Blessed are you when people insult you and persecute you, and falsely say all kinds of evil against you because of Me. Rejoice and be glad, for your reward in heaven is great; for in the same way they persecuted the prophets who were before you.”
Phil.3:1 Finally, my brethren, rejoice in the Lord…
4:4 Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, rejoice!

C. No one on earth has more right to rejoice than the people of God.

XIV. Mercy  "Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life" (6a)
A. There were reasons for David's conclusion.

1. The term follow means to pursue. (the Hebrew word==a primitive root; to run after (usually with hostile intent; ...)

a. David was pursued by his enemies.

b. But he was also pursued by God’s goodness and mercy.

c. Guess who won!
2. Wherever we go - God’s goodness and mercy pursues us.

a. God seeks us; invites us; influences us to follow him.

3. All the days of my life. The black days, the bright days, the days of feasting, the dreary days.

4. He had followed the Lord and leaned upon Him.

5. He had been richly blessed with all kinds of blessings even before his enemies.

6. He had reason to expect even further reward provided he continued to follow God.

B. God's goodness is reserved for those who continue in His goodness Rom.11:22.

Behold then the kindness and severity of God; to those who fell, severity, but to you,

God’s kindness, if you continue in His kindness; otherwise you also will be cut off.
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1. The prodigal understood that the goodness of His father's house was reserved for those who lived there cf.Luke.15:17
“But when he came to his senses, he said, ‘How many of my father’s hired men have more than enough bread, but I am dying here with hunger!
2. The blessings of salvation are reserved for those who continue to walk therein

1 Cor.15:1-3 Now I make known to you, brethren, the gospel which I preached to you, which also you received, in which also you stand, by which also you are saved, if you hold fast the word which I preached to you, unless you believed in vain. For I delivered to you as of first importance what I also received, that Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures,

Col.1:21-23 And although you were formerly alienated and hostile in mind, engaged in evil deeds, yet He has now reconciled you in His fleshly body through death, in order to present you before Him holy and blameless and beyond reproach— if indeed you continue in the faith firmly established and steadfast, and not moved away from the hope of the gospel that you have heard, which was proclaimed in all creation under heaven, and of which I, Paul, was made a minister.

C. Yes, and if you are continuing in God's Commandments, you too should enjoy goodness and mercy all the days of your life.

1. This does not mean you are not going to be tried from time to time.

2. God permits us to be tried to prove our faith cf.
1 Pet.1:6-7 In this you greatly rejoice, even though now for a little while, if necessary, you have been distressed by various trials,  that the proof of your faith, being more precious than gold which is perishable, even though tested by fire, may be found to result in praise and glory and honor at the revelation of Jesus Christ;
James  1:1-3 James, a bond-servant of God and of the Lord Jesus Christ, to the twelve tribes who are dispersed abroad, greetings. Consider it all joy, my brethren, when you encounter various trials, knowing that the testing of your faith produces endurance.

v.12-14 Blessed is a man who perseveres under trial; for once he has been approved, he will receive the crown of life, which the Lord has promised to those who love Him. Let no one say when he is tempted, “I am being tempted by God”; for God cannot be tempted by evil, and He Himself does not tempt anyone. But each one is tempted when he is carried away and enticed by his own lust
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Conclusion--Immortality (6b)
A. Immortality  "And I will dwell in the house of the Lord for ever"
1. David understood that following the Lord not only provided blessings here but that it provided for eternal life.

a. Abraham had this kind of faith cf.Heb.11:10-16.

10for he was looking for the city which has foundations, whose architect and builder is God. 11By faith even Sarah herself received ability to conceive, even beyond the proper time of life, since she considered Him faithful who had promised; 12therefore, also, there was born of one man, and him as good as dead at that, as many descendants as the stars of heaven in number, and innumerable as the sand which is by the seashore. 13All these died in faith, without receiving the promises, but having seen them and having welcomed them from a distance, and having confessed that they were strangers and exiles on the earth. 14For those who say such things make it clear that they are seeking a country of their own. 15And indeed if they had been thinking of that country from which they went out, they would have had opportunity to return. 16But as it is, they desire a better country, that is a heavenly one. Therefore God is not ashamed to be called their God; for He has prepared a city for them.
b. Job reflected it too: Job 14:14 If a man dies, will he live again? …
2. Godliness not only has the promise of the life that now is but that which is to come

1 Tim.4:8 for bodily discipline is only of little profit, but godliness is profitable for all things, since it holds promise for the present life and also for the life to come.
Mark 10:28-30 Peter began to say to Him, “Behold, we have left everything and followed You.” Jesus said, “Truly I say to you, there is no one who has left house or brothers or sisters or mother or father or children or farms, for My sake and for the gospel’s sake, but that he shall receive a hundred times as much now in the present age, houses and brothers and sisters and mothers and children and farms, along with persecutions; and in the age to come, eternal life.

a. We will have a new body

2 Cor.5:1 For we know that if the earthly tent which is our house is torn down, we have a building from God, a house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens.
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Phil.3:20-21 For our citizenship is in heaven, from which also we eagerly wait for a Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ; who will transform the body of our humble state into conformity with the body of His glory, by the exertion of the power that He has even to subject all things to Himself.

1 Cor.15:52-57 in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet; for the trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised imperishable, and we shall be changed. For this perishable must put on the imperishable, and this mortal must put on immortality. But when this perishable will have put on the imperishable, and this mortal will have put on immortality, then will come about the saying that is written, “death is swallowed up in victory. “o death, where is your victory? o death, where is your sting?” The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law; but thanks be to God, who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.

b. It is reserved in heaven for us 1 Pet.1:4 to obtain an inheritance which is imperishable and undefiled and will not fade away, reserved in heaven for you,

B. Can you speak with the faith, conviction, confidence and assurance of David?
1. Only if you have let the Lord be your shepherd.
C. If you've not had Him as your Shepherd, why not start now?

1. What a great blessing to be a part of the family of God, the church of Christ, which God has graciously provided as a dwelling for us today.

Psalm 27:4 One thing I have asked from the Lord, that I shall seek: That I may dwell in the house of the Lord all the days of my life, To behold the beauty of the Lord, And to meditate in His temple.
2 Cor.6:14-7:1 Do not be bound together with unbelievers; for what partnership have righteousness and lawlessness, or what fellowship has light with darkness? Or what harmony has Christ with Belial, or what has a believer in common with an unbeliever? Or what agreement has the temple of God with idols? For we are the temple of the living God; just as God said, “I will dwell in them and walk among them; and I will be their God, and they shall be My people. therefore, come out from their midst and be separate,” says the Lord. “And do not touch what is unclean; And I will welcome you. And I will be a father to you, And you shall be sons and daughters to Me,” Says the Lord Almighty. Therefore, having these promises, beloved, let us cleanse ourselves from all defilement of flesh and spirit, perfecting holiness in the fear of God.
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2. Psalm 23:

This psalm has inspired many poets to offer praise to God as our Shepherd and Guide. From these six verses, we can know that we do not walk alone, but securely with God, who leads us and feeds us and pursues us, with His goodness and mercy. Let Him be your Shepherd!
THE END -- Alex Ogden - 537 Sugg Place - Dyersburg, TN  38024 - Home:   901-285-3883 - Office: 901-285-1705 - mailto:aogden@aeneas.net - http://www.aogden.com
Mon, 16 Mar 1998 - To: gary@aeneas.net - From: Alex Ogden aogden@aeneas.net - Subject: S> Psalm 23 #1

   Brethren, In response to Randy Cavender's request for material on Psalm 23 I submit in 2 parts an outline I use from time to time. No I don't preach it in one sermon. If I had the time I would have gone through it and trimmed it down a bit. My outlines tend to be more detailed than some may be used to. Hope some will find this helpful. –Alex
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