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PAUL'S MANNER AT EPHESUS

Acts 20:17-35
17And from Miletus he sent to Ephesus and called to him the elders of the church. 18And when they had come to him, he said to them, "You yourselves know, from the first day that I set foot in Asia, how I was with you the whole time, 19serving the Lord with all humility and with tears and with trials which came upon me through the plots of the Jews; 20 how I did not shrink from declaring to you anything that was profitable, and teaching you publicly and from house to house, 21solemnly testifying to both Jews and Greeks of repentance toward God and faith in our Lord Jesus Christ. 22And now, behold, bound in spirit, I am on my way to Jerusalem, not knowing what will happen to me there, 23except that the Holy Spirit solemnly testifies to me in every city, saying that bonds and afflictions await me. 24But I do not consider my life of any account as dear to myself, in order that I may finish my course, and the ministry which I received from the Lord Jesus, to testify solemnly of the gospel of the grace of God. 25And now, behold, I know that all of you, among whom I went about preaching the kingdom, will see my face no more. 26Therefore I testify to you this day, that I am innocent of the blood of all men. 27For I did not shrink from declaring to you the whole purpose of God. 28Be on guard for yourselves and for all the flock, among which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers, to shepherd the church of God which He purchased with His own blood. 29I know that after my departure savage wolves will come in among you, not sparing the flock; 30and from among your own selves men will arise, speaking perverse things, to draw away the disciples after them. 31Therefore be on the alert, remembering that night and day for a period of three years I did not cease to admonish each one with tears. 32And now I commend you to God and to the word of His grace, which is able to build you up and to give you the inheritance among all those who are sanctified. 33I have coveted no one's silver or gold or clothes. 34You yourselves know that these hands ministered to my own needs and to the men who were with me. 35In everything I showed you that by working hard in this manner you must help the weak and remember the words of the Lord Jesus, that He Himself said, 'It is more blessed to give than to receive.'"

1. Early in his 3rd journey Paul visited Ephesus where he found certain disciples whom he taught more correctly. 19:1-7

2. After teaching about 3 mos. in the synagogue, he continued his work in Ephesus from the school of Tyrannus for two more years. (v.8-10ff) Through this time "many believed" (v.18); and the "word of God grew mightily and prevailed” (v.20) but after a great uproar, Paul continued into Macedonia, then Greece, back by Macedonia, then to Troas (20:1-12).
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3. Desiring to be back in Jerusalem by Pentecost, from Miletus Paul sent for the elders of the church at Ephesus to come to him. In this "farewell" to them, he both counseled them and reminded them what his "manner" had been "from the first day" 20:18

4. His manner is a worthy pattern for us: Phil.3:17 Brethren, join in following my example, and observe those who walk according to the pattern you have in us. Thus we observe:

I. PAUL'S MANNER AT EPHESUS

A. Served God with all humility of mind. v.19, serving the Lord with all lowliness of mind, and with tears, and with trials which befell me by the plots of the Jews; (ASV)
1. "Humility"--a favorite word with Paul
Eph 4:2 with all humility and gentleness, with patience, showing forbearance to one another in love,

Phil 2:3 Do nothing from selfishness or empty conceit, but with humility of mind let each of you regard one another as more important than himself;

Col 2:18 Let no one keep defrauding you of your prize by delighting in self-abasement and the worship of the angels, taking his stand on visions he has seen, inflated without cause by his fleshly mind,

Col 2:23 These are matters which have, to be sure, the appearance of wisdom in self-made religion and self-abasement and severe treatment of the body, but are of no value against fleshly indulgence.

Col 3:12 And so, as those who have been chosen of God, holy and beloved, put on a heart of compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience;

2.
In this, as in other matters, he imitated Christ.

1 Cor.11:1 Be imitators of me, just as I also am of Christ.

Matt.11:29 "Take My yoke upon you, and learn from Me, for I am gentle and humble in heart; and You shall find rest for your souls.

3.
A quality not always easily developed, but so necessary. Rom.12:3
(NRSV) For by the grace given to me say to everyone among you not to think of yourself more highly than you ought to think, but to think with sober judgment, each according to the measure of faith that God has assigned.

4.
Pride often gets a lot of us into trouble.
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B.
His service was "with many tears."

1.
Emotions can be deceiving; but one who is not touched deeply by his/her religious duty should be personally concerned.

2.
Paul was not untouchable; was concerned about salvation of other's souls. Rom.10:1-3 (Do you hear no emotion in this?) Brethren, my heart's desire and my prayer to God for them is for their salvation. For I bear them witness that they have a zeal for God, but not in accordance with knowledge. For not knowing about God's righteousness, and seeking to establish their own, they did not subject themselves to the righteousness of God.
3.
Why his tears? Perhaps because:

a. Of a sense of urgency for acceptance of the word. Acts 20:31 "Therefore be on the alert, remembering that night and day for a period of three years I did not cease to admonish each one with tears.”
b. Of rejection of the word by some.

c. Of the backsliding of others who began, then faltered.

4.
Was he not in this also like his Master.

Luke 19:10 "For the Son of Man has come to seek and to save that which was lost."
Matt.23:37 "O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, who kills the prophets and stones those who are sent to her! How often I wanted to gather your children together, the way a hen gathers her chicks under her wings, and you were unwilling.”

C.
Temptations (trials) by the plotting of the Jews against Paul (Acts 20:19 nkj).

1.
His life was never safe; the air was thick with plots against him.

2.
Either directly by the Jews or those whom the Jews stirred up. 

a. Remember, after 3 mos., Paul left the synagogue. Acts 19:9
But when some were becoming hardened and disobedient, speaking evil of the Way before the multitude, he withdrew from them and took away the disciples, reasoning daily in the school of Tyrannus.

b. At Thessalonica, look at what happened. Acts 17:5 But the Jews, becoming jealous and taking along some wicked men from the market place, formed a mob and set the city in an uproar; and coming upon the house of Jason, they were seeking to bring them out to the people. 13 But when the Jews of Thessalonica found out that the word of God had been proclaimed by Paul in Berea also, they came there likewise, agitating and stirring up the crowds.
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3.
Trials are never easy; how much less so when from those who ought to understand and support.

a.
To them Paul was a turn coat; when in fact he was doing God's work.

b.
We need not be surprised if we, too, are falsely accused, worked against, and abused by people who claim to be God's people. 

c.
Members of the church often misunderstand what we are REALLY trying to do when we call for authority for ALL that we do in religion! (Illustrate)

D.
Kept back nothing "profitable" (helpful, NKJ) to them. v.20
1.
They knew he "was no designing, self-seeking man."

a.
He aimed to inform their judgments, and reform their hearts and lives. 

b.
A testimony to them if they received it; a testimony against them if they rejected it. [Matthew Henry]

2.
He was no modern-day time-serving pulpiteer.

a.
Such rebuke sin at a distance, if at all.

b.
Labor to speak only smooth, pleasing words.

c.
Which would be worse--holding back truth out of consideration for personal popularity or teaching false doctrine?

3.
He was not silent because of fear. 

4.
He shewed (declared, NKJ) and taught. v.20

a.
He lived what he taught.

Acts 20:35 "In everything I showed you that by working hard in this manner you must help the weak and remember the words of the Lord Jesus, that He Himself said, 'It is more blessed to give than to receive.'"

1 Thess.2:10 You are witnesses, and so is God, how devoutly and uprightly and blamelessly we behaved toward you believers;
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b.
When one teaches all that is "profitable," "all the counsel of God," he can then say with Paul, "I am pure (innocent) of the blood...." (v.26) 

5.
He taught publicly and from house to house. Both needed today.

a.
Publicly: synagogues and market places.

b.
House to house: not mere social calls.

E. That to which he testified or preached. v.21 repentance toward God and faith in our Lord Jesus Christ, 25 preaching the kingdom.

1.
Addressed the needs of both Jews and Greeks--same gospel needed by both. Rom.1:16-17
a. The Jews, believers in God, needed to repent of their sin against God.

b. The Greeks had to be brought to faith both in God and Christ.

c. Efforts of faith only advocates misapply Paul here.

2.
He taught the kingdom of God. v.25
a. To fully preach Christ is to preach the kingdom.

Acts 8:5 And Philip went down to the city of Samaria and began proclaiming Christ to them.

Acts 8:12 But when they believed Philip preaching the good news about the kingdom of God

b. How to enter it, how to serve in it, et al. 
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II. LESSONS FOR US TODAY.

A. Let our labor always be sincere, honest, open – above board; from the heart.

B. Recognizing ourselves as sinners saved by grace (Eph.2:5-8) and bought with a price (1 Cor.6:20) should
bring about humility (lowliness) of mind in our kingdom service.

C.
Recognize that God requires the same of each and every one:

1. Repentance toward God and

2. Faith toward our Lord Jesus Christ.

D. Our task is to do faithfully the work of the kingdom, teaching all the counsel of God whether men will bear or forbear.

CONCLUSION: Truly, Paul's manner should serve us well as an example.
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