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THE MIND OF A PERFECT MAN

Philippians 3:12-16

12Not that I have already obtained it, or have already become perfect, but I press on in order that I may lay hold of that for which also I was laid hold of by Christ Jesus. 13Brethren, I do not regard myself as having laid hold of it yet; but one thing I do: forgetting what lies behind and reaching forward to what lies ahead, 14I press on toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus. 15Let us therefore, as many as are perfect, have this attitude; and if in anything you have a different attitude, God will reveal that also to you; 16however, let us keep living by that same standard to which we have attained.
The American Heritage Dictionary of the English Language, Third Edition

Perfect -- adjective

1. Lacking nothing essential to the whole; complete of its nature or kind.

2. Being without defect or blemish: a perfect specimen.
3. Thoroughly skilled or talented in a certain field or area; proficient.

4. Completely suited for a particular purpose or situation: She was the perfect actress for the part.

5. a. Completely corresponding to a description, standard, or type: a perfect circle; a perfect gentleman.

b. Accurately reproducing an original: a perfect copy of the painting.

6. Complete; thorough; utter: a perfect fool.

7. Pure; undiluted; unmixed: perfect red.

8. Excellent and delightful in all respects: a perfect day.

Usage Note: Perfect has often been described as an absolute term like chief and prime, hence not allowing modification by more, quite, relatively, and other qualifiers of degree. But the qualification of perfect has numerous reputable precedents (most notably in the preamble to the U.S. Constitution in the phrase "in order to form a more perfect Union"). What is more, the stricture is philosophically dubious. There can be no mathematically perfect forms in nature; therefore to say that any actual circle is "perfect" can mean only that it approximates the geometric ideal of circularity, a quality that it can obviously have to a greater or lesser degree. By the same token, perfect freely allows comparison in examples such as There could be no more perfect spot for the picnic, where it is used to mean "ideal for the purposes." See Usage Note at complete, equal, parallel, unique.

nasb Dict.--G5048. ,  from G5046; to bring to an end, to complete, perfect:-- accomplish(2), accomplished(1), finish(1), fulfilled(1), made perfect(5), make perfect(2), perfect(2), perfected(7), reach a goal(1), spending the full number(1).

To be full grown, spiritually, one must fill oneself with spiritual food, 1 Peter 2:1-2
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Therefore, putting aside all malice and all guile and hypocrisy and envy and all slander, like newborn babes, long for the pure milk of the word, that by it you may grow in respect to salvation,
We want to look at the mature mind (open, yearning, humble) and contrast it to the closed, haughty, self-satisfied mind.

I. CONVICTION vs. PREJUDICE
Conviction: noun

2. a. The act or process of convincing.

b. The state of being convinced.

3. A fixed or strong belief. The American Heritage Dictionary of the English Language, Third

Prejudice: A vagrant opinion without visible means of support. Ibid

A judgment or opinion formed before the facts are known; preconceived idea, favorable or, more usually, unfavorable.

A. Conviction -- Knowledge of Word.

Rom.12:2-3 And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, that you may prove what the will of God is, that which is good and acceptable and perfect. For through the grace given to me I say to every man among you not to think more highly of himself than he ought to think; but to think so as to have sound judgment, as God has allotted to each a measure of faith.
Rom.12:16 Be of the same mind toward one another; do not be haughty in mind, but associate with the lowly. Do not be wise in your own estimation.

1 Pet.1:13-14 Therefore, gird your minds for action, keep sober in spirit, fix your hope completely on the grace to be brought to you at the revelation of Jesus Christ. As obedient children, do not be conformed to the former lusts which were yours in your ignorance,
Eph.1:18a I pray that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened, ...
How? that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give to you a spirit of wisdom and of revelation in the knowledge of Him.
Eph.4:23 and that you be renewed in the spirit of your mind,

Col.3:10 and have put on the new self who is being renewed to a true knowledge according to the image of the One who created him ~ Renewed by the Word!

Page Three                                                  THE MIND OF A PERFECT MAN                                                 S 80 C
B. Prejudice -

Matt.15 (v.14, “Let them alone; they are blind guides of the blind. And if a blind man guides a blind man, both will fall into a pit.”)

Matt.13:14-15  “And in their case the prophecy of Isaiah is being fulfilled, which says, ‘you will keep on hearing, but will not understand; and you will keep on seeing, but will not perceive; for the heart of this people has become dull, and with their ears they scarcely hear, and they have closed their eyes lest they should see with their eyes, and hear with their ears, and understand with their heart and return, and i should heal them.’"
Jeremiah 5:30-31 “An appalling and horrible thing Has happened in the land: The prophets prophesy falsely, And the priests rule on their own authority; And My people love it so! But what will you do at the end of it?

Isa.30:8-11 Now go, write it on a tablet before them And inscribe it on a scroll, That it may serve in the time to come As a witness forever. For this is a rebellious people, false sons, Sons who refuse to listen To the instruction of the lord; Who say to the seers, “You must not see visions”; And to the prophets, “You must not prophesy to us what is right, Speak to us pleasant words, Prophesy illusions. Get out of the way, turn aside from the path, Let us hear no more about the Holy One of Israel."
Heb.5:11-14 Concerning him we have much to say, and it is hard to explain, since you have become dull of hearing. For though by this time you ought to be teachers, you have need again for someone to teach you the elementary principles of the oracles of God, and you have come to need milk and not solid food. For everyone who partakes only of milk is not accustomed to the word of righteousness, for he is a babe. But solid food is for the mature, who because of practice have their senses trained to discern good and evil.
Acts 17:16-23 Now while Paul was waiting for them at Athens, his spirit was being provoked within him as he was beholding the city full of idols. So he was reasoning in the synagogue with the Jews and the God-fearing Gentiles, and in the market place every day with those who happened to be present. And also some of the Epicurean and Stoic philosophers were conversing with him. And some were saying, “What would this idle babbler wish to say?” Others, “He seems to be a proclaimer of strange deities,”—because he was preaching Jesus and the resurrection. And they took him and brought him to the Areopagus, saying, “May we know what this new teaching is which you are proclaiming? “For you are bringing some strange things to our ears; we want to know therefore what these things mean.” (Now all the Athenians and the strangers visiting there used to spend their time in nothing other than telling or hearing something new.) And Paul stood in the midst of the Areopagus and said, “Men of Athens, I observe that you are very religious* in all respects. “For while I was passing through and examining the objects of your worship, I also found an altar with this inscription, ‘to an unknown god.’ What therefore you worship in ignorance, this I proclaim to you.
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*G1175b. deisidaimwn,  from deid (to fear) and G1142 daimwn,  perh. from dai (to distribute destinies); a demon:-- demons(1); fearing the gods,  religious, superstitious:-- very religious(1).

C. Woman in Palmetto FL - healed by miracle and would not believe if I showed her in n.t. miracles have ceased!
1. Woman in El Dorado ar, about the same, had relative healed and could not believe instrumental music was wrong.

II. FIRM FAITH vs. CLOSED MIND
Firm faith in God, n.t.; closed mind to revealed word and a study thereof.
A. The closed mind trusts in himself that he has learned enough. Can we persuade this man to look down from the dizzy and lofty height of his mountain of knowledge and wisdom upon others as they toil in the valley of understanding? Luke 18:9-14

And He also told this parable to certain ones who trusted in themselves that they were righteous, and viewed others with contempt: Two men went up into the temple to pray, one a Pharisee, and the other a tax-gatherer. The Pharisee stood and was praying thus to himself, ‘God, I thank Thee that I am not like other people: swindlers, unjust, adulterers, or even like this tax-gatherer. I fast twice a week; I pay tithes of all that I get.’ But the tax-gatherer, standing some distance away, was even unwilling to lift up his eyes to heaven, but was beating his breast, saying, ‘God, be merciful to me, the sinner!’ I tell you, this man went down to his house justified rather than the other; for everyone who exalts himself shall be humbled, but he who humbles himself shall be exalted.

B. Must be rooted and grounded in faith, Jude 3 Beloved, while I was making every effort to write you about our common salvation, I felt the necessity to write to you appealing that you contend earnestly for the faith which was once for all delivered to the saints.

C. This takes a strong and firm faith!
Col.1:23 if indeed you continue in the faith firmly established and steadfast, and not moved away from the hope of the gospel that you have heard, which was proclaimed in all creation under heaven, and of which I, Paul, was made a minister.

Col.2:7 having been firmly rooted and now being built up in Him and established in your faith, just as you were instructed, and overflowing with gratitude.

Eph.3:17-18 so that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith; and that you, being rooted and grounded in love, may be able to comprehend with all the saints what is the breadth and length and height and depth,
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2 Tim.4:1-5 I solemnly charge you in the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who is to judge the living and the dead, and by His appearing and His kingdom: preach the word; be ready in season and out of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort, with great patience and instruction. For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine; but wanting to have their ears tickled, they will accumulate for themselves teachers in accordance to their own desires; and will turn away their ears from the truth, and will turn aside to myths. But you, be sober in all things, endure hardship, do the work of an evangelist, fulfill your ministry.

D. Some refuse to hear; will not consider!

1. Consider again the passages we discussed under the heading of prejudice
2. Attitude of church in Lone Wolf, Oklahoma.

III. OPEN MIND vs. ALWAYS IN DOUBT
A. A closed mind (and probably hard-headed) was evidenced by one in debate: I did not come here to be taught, I came to teach.
B. His opponent: I am firmly convinced that what I shall present is the truth of God, but if my opponent can show me otherwise, I am willing to accept it.
1. Conviction plus an open mind!

2. Open mind does not mean no conviction! Nor does it mean to be always in doubt.

Eph.4:14 As a result, we are no longer to be children, tossed here and there by waves, and carried about by every wind of doctrine, by the trickery of men, by craftiness in deceitful scheming;

Heb.13:9a Do not be carried away by varied and strange teachings; ...

Matt.11:7 And as these were going away, Jesus began to speak to the multitudes about John, “What did you go out into the wilderness to look at? A reed shaken by the wind?

CONCLUSION The mature man cannot be the man whose mind is prejudiced, closed and always jumping from one belief or practice to another.

The mature mind must be a mind of conviction with openness and steadiness or firm faith!
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