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Legalizing Sin Does Not Change It!

Ron Halbrook (Individual Favorite)

Text: Rom.13:1-7
Introduction
A. Purpose: when civil law conflicts with God’s law, respect and obey latter.

B. Concerning civil government:

1. What our general attitude is to be, Rom.13:1-7 NKJV
1Let every soul be subject to the governing authorities. For there is no authority except from God, and the authorities that exist are appointed by God. 2Therefore whoever resists the authority resists the ordinance of God, and those who resist will bring judgment on themselves. 3For rulers are not a terror to good works, but to evil. Do you want to be unafraid of the authority? Do what is good, and you will have praise from the same. 4For he is God's minister to you for good. But if you do evil, be afraid; for he does not bear the sword in vain;
for he is God's minister, an avenger to execute wrath on him who practices evil. 5Therefore you must be subject, not only because of wrath but also for conscience' sake. 6For because of this you also pay taxes, for they are God's ministers attending continually to this very thing. 7Render therefore to all their due: taxes to whom taxes are due, customs to whom customs, fear to whom fear, honor to whom honor.
Sword of God’s wrath protects obedient citizen by restraining criminal.

2. Prov.14:34 NKJV Righteousness exalts a nation, But sin is a reproach to any people.

Government generally reflects, not deter​mines, moral character of nation — honest or corrupt, just or unjust, law-abiding or lawless, etc.

C. God’s people in every age learn that legalizing sin does not change it!

1. Refuse heathen diet. Dan.1:8 NKJV But Daniel purposed in his heart that he would not defile himself with the portion of the king's delicacies, nor with the wine which he drank; therefore he requested of the chief of the eunuchs that he might not defile himself.
2. Refuse heathen idols. Dan.3:18 NKJV “… let it be known to you, O king, that we do not serve your gods, nor will we worship the gold image which you have set up."
3. Refuse to worship king.
Dan.6:7b NKJV … whoever petitions any god or man for thirty days, except you, O king, shall be cast into the den of lions. 10 Now when Daniel knew that the writing was signed, he went home. And in his upper room, with his windows open toward Jerusalem, he knelt down on his knees three times that day, and prayed and gave thanks before his God, as was his custom since early days.

4. Refuse to quit preaching. Acts 5:28-29 NKJV … "Did we not strictly command you not to teach in this name? … 29But Peter and the other apostles answered and said: "We ought to obey God rather than men.

I. Legalized Intoxicants (Alcohol and Other Forms of Drugs for “Social” Use)
A. What saith the Scriptures:

1. Isa.28:7-8 Religious leaders erred through strong drink.
NKJV 7But they also have erred through wine, And through intoxicating drink are out of the way; The priest and the prophet have erred through intoxicating drink, They are swallowed up by wine, They are out of the way through intoxicating drink; They err in vision, they stumble in judgment. 8For all tables are full of vomit and filth; No place is clean.

2. Prov.31:4-5 Civil leaders err through strong drink. NKJV 4It is not for kings, O Lemuel, It is not for kings to drink wine, Nor for princes intoxicating drink; 5Lest they drink and forget the law, And pervert the justice of all the afflicted.

3. A proper use for sick and dying
Prov.31:6-7 NKJV Give strong drink to him who is perishing, And wine to those who are bitter of heart. 7Let him drink and forget his poverty, And remember his misery no more.

l Tim.5:23 NKJV No longer drink only water, but use a little wine for your stomach's sake and your frequent infirmities.
4. 1 Pet.4:3; Social drink (banquet, KJV; drinking party, NASV), intoxicated party-making (revelling), and debauchery (drunkenness, KJV) — sin serves Satan.

B. Legalizing intoxicants does not remove their sin, shame, sor​row:

1. Wasted money — family deprived; man hours, jobs, and health lost; property loss.

2. Lost manners — conduct often arrogant, uncouth, discourteous, boastful, loud.
a. Nick Nolte, 2002 ~ Mel Gibson, 2006 ~ Danny Devito, abc interview show, 11/2006; 2006—Phil Pullium, a brother who was on MarsList and did some good posting—back in the world due to alcohol.
3. Destroyed Morals — loosen restraint and inhibi​tion, open door to all kinds of immorality.

4. Damaged minds and bodies — judgment ability first affected even by few drinks; some have lost all mental faculties; bodies weakened and destroyed.

5. Compromised modesty — say and do things would be ashamed of under ordinary circumstances, because inner restraint and self-respect weaken​ed.

6. Broken marriage — hearts broken, mutual trust and respect destroyed, love gradually smothered, home ruined, lives wrecked by failure, children vic​tims.

7. Weakened manhood — pressured by peers to take first drink, weakened by friends to social drink, finally may be a slave to the drug.
8. Degraded motherhood — can affect child before birth, tragic example to children, some even serve it to their children.

9. Murder and other crimes — drink to get courage to commit crime; anger fits and brawls provoked; in​toxicated drivers murder.

10. Multiplied misery — multiplies misery of drinker who seeks escape from duty, trouble, sorrow; misery to husbands, wives, children, parents, employers, employees, friends, society, state and nation.
II. Legalized Gambling
A. What saith the Scriptures:

1. Rom.13:9 NKJV … "You shall not steal," Wrong to covet and steal.

2. Gen.3:17-19 NKJV Then to Adam He said, "Because you have heeded the voice of your wife, and have eaten from the tree of which I commanded you, saying, "You shall not eat of it': "Cursed is the ground for your sake; In toil you shall eat of it All the days of your life. 18Both thorns and thistles it shall bring forth for you, And you shall eat the herb of the field. 19In the sweat of your face you shall eat bread Till you return to the ground, For out of it you were taken; For dust you are, And to dust you shall return."

Eph.4:28 Let him who steals steal no longer; but rather let him labor, performing with his own hands what is good, in order that he may have something to share with him who has need.
It is right to work and serve others to make a living.

3. 2 Thess.3:10 … if anyone will not work, neither let him eat.

It is wrong for able-bodied people to refuse to work and to live by sponging from those who do work.

4. Thus legitimate transfer of property by law of labor, law of exchange, or law of love.

B. Define “gamble” as here used.

1. Broadly, can mean any game or risk — not so used here.

2. A specific category of game or risk causing illicit transfer of property: put up money to entice others to put up money, in hope of taking their money without intending to provide them any goods or services in exchange.

3. In short, covetousness and socially acceptable way of stealing — not legitimate transfer of property.

C. Legalized gambling does not remove the sin.

1. Sin of covetousness — any inordinate desire for gain, desire which goes beyond bounds of God’s law and the good of other men (see definition B.2.).

a. Some say “enjoyment” of gambling provides ser​vice — notice nature of “service” and “enjoyment” — an occasion for covetousness, a chance to get money from other people without giving them anything in exchange (except the chance for them to do the same thing to other people)!

b. A game or risk for entertainment not wrong, if illicit property transfer removed (not wrong to race cars or horses) — wrong is addition of covetous desire to manipulate covetous desire of other people for gain.

2. Sin of stealing — any gain through dishonest means, any means which disregards God’s law or another person’s rights, safety, and welfare.

a. Different forms and manners of stealing — some with the “consent” of the victim, as in blackmail.

b. Just as several kinds of murder: if poison so​meone, even with their “consent;” drinking and driving; Russian roulette.

3. Sin of unfaithful stewardship — frequent losses caused by gambling effort which breaks God’s law in the first place.

4. Sin of total domination by covetousness — like other sinful desires and vices, gambling can prey on person’s weakness until it masters and destroys his character (Just as there is Alcoholic’s Anonymous, there is Gambler’s Anonymous; for in​fo, write Gam-Anon, P.O. Box 4549, Downey, CA 90241; P.O. Box 24022, Cincinnati, OH 45224; P.O. Box 2124, Dayton, OH 45429).
III. Legalized Fornication And Adultery
A. What saith the Scriptures?

1. Rom.13:9 NKJV  … "You shall not commit adultery," … "You shall love your neighbor as yourself."

Adultery violates love of God and neighbor.
2. 1 Cor.6:9 NKJV Do you not know that the unrighteous will not inherit the kingdom of God? Do not be deceived. Neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor homosexuals, nor sodomites,

Fornicators who do not turn from this sin cannot be saved.

B. Legalizing fornication and adultery does not remove the sin.

1. Premarital sexual intercourse sinful even if legal.

2. Extra-marital sexual relations immoral before God even if legal.

3. Trial marriage, “living together,” was called “shacking up” when had social stigma.

4. Divorce and remarriage for causes other than for​nication, and theories permitting guilty offender in divorce for fornication to remarry (Matt.19:9); sin against God, self, mate, children, home relation​ship, society, and nation — paves the way for ac​ceptance of other legalized sins.

5. Prostitution is sinful even if it is legalized.

6. Homosexual relationships sinful even if legalized. Rom.1:21-32 associates it with:

a. Uncleanness.

b. Dishonor to own body.

c. Vile affection.

d. Against nature.

e. Unseemly conduct.

f. Fitting recompense of their error.

g. Not want God in their knowledge.

h. God gave them up to reprobate mind.
IV. Legalized Abortion
A. What saith the Scriptures?

1. God recognizes living person in mother’s womb (Psalm 139:13-16).

2. God recognizes cry of murdered life (Gen.4:10).

3. God appoints governments to protect life and restrain murder, but destroys nation which disregards sacredness of life (Rom.13:4; Ezek.9:9).
Ezek.9:9 ESV Then he said to me, "The guilt of the house of Israel and Judah is exceedingly great. The land is full of blood, and the city full of injustice. For they say, 'The lord has forsaken the land, and the lord does not see.'

B. Legalizing abortion on demand does not remove the sin.

1. Often an attempt to cover up fornication — only adds sin to sin Isa.30:1
"Ah, stubborn children," declares the LORD, "who carry out a plan, but not mine, and who make an alliance, but not of my Spirit, that they may add sin to sin;”
2. Disregard for life in one stage creates contempt for it in other stages — life in womb, in cradle, in youth, in maturity, in old age — where draw line?

3. Not discussing choice of saving one life rather than losing two, in medical case, which rarely happens — save one life, when only one can be saved, is mercy not murder.

Conclusion
A. What should we do in view of the nation’s decline seen in immoral peo​ple, leaders, and laws?

1. Should we organize political program for church to work for change of laws and leaders? No, church’s mission and message converts lost souls with gospel 1 Tim.3:15-16
2. Should Christians make it a first priority in life to engage in political struggle, elect new leaders, organize protest campaigns, run for office, and change laws?

a. Some assign such meaning to Matt.5:13-14 (salt, light) and 13:31, 33 (mustard seed, leaven) — passages refer to converting lost souls, not to possible subsequent social or political changes.

b. Our impact is eternal in spiritual work James 5:20 but very limited in affairs of men (Matt.7:13-14; 1 Cor.1:26; there will never be such numbers of Chris​tians to effect a groundswell movement to build a “Christian nation”)

c. Political views and participation not wrong, but not Christian’s first priority.

3. Child-like trust in God’s providence over notions Dan 4:25 NKJV
They shall drive you from men, your dwelling shall be with the beasts of the field, and they shall make you eat grass like oxen. They shall wet you with the dew of heaven, and seven times shall pass over you, till you know that the Most High rules in the kingdom of men, and gives it to whomever He chooses.
— God rules nations, saints not turned aside from primary work of saving lost (1 Tim.2:1-4)
4. Obey gospel and spread it — secure primary citizen​ship in heaven Phil.3:20
a. If nation salvaged, will be by elevation of moral fiber — result of saved and changed individuals — but heaven is our true home.

b. If nation falls, no matter how terrible its destruc​tion, you will have saved your soul and all who hear — heaven is your home.

c. As strive toward heaven, honor government for its God-given purpose, but always honor God’s Word above laws of land.

 Invitation Song: Heaven Holds All to Me, or This World Is Not My Home

(Sermon title and many points adapted from article by Franklin Camp in October 1978 bulletin The Word of Life, published by Shades Mt. Church of Christ, Birmingham, Alabama).
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