SINLESS  CHILDREN
TEXT: 1 John 3:9a “Whosoever is born of God doth not commit sin;” (kjv)

INTRODUCTION
A. This passage proves difficult for many people

B. Many believe it is impossible for a Christian to fall and be eternally lost.

C. T-Total hereditary depravity or total inability

U-Unconditional election or unconditional predestination

L—Limited atonement
I-Irresistible grace, direct operation of the Holy Spirit to convict and convert

P-Perseverance of the saints, impossibility of apostasy.

D. Two parts of “TULIP” retained by most religious bodies is the “I” and “P”

THE LINGERING INFLUENCE OF CALVINISM ON DENOMINATIONS

by Marion R. Fox

[p.79] Many denominations have adopted practices, in the past, which were based upon Calvinistic suppositions. For example, the Methodist practice of “infant baptism” originated with the “total hereditary depravity doctrine.” The [p.80] Methodists abandoned the “total hereditary depravity” doctrine but retained the infant baptism practice. The Methodists have also retained the “irresistible grace” doctrine which is related to the doctrine of “total hereditary depravity.”

The best example of the influence of Calvinism is to be found in an examination of the Baptist Churches. The Primitive Baptists teach all five of Calvin’s points. The Missionary Baptists dropped the “unconditional election” and “limited atonement” doctrines and split with the Primitive Baptists (hard-shells). Why be missionary minded if God is going to do all of the converting? Some other Baptists have dropped the “total depravity” doctrine while retaining the “irresistible grace” and “perseverance” doctrines. Still others, such as the Freewill Baptists, have rejected the “perseverance” doctrine.

It is noteworthy that the “irresistible grace” doctrine, or a variation thereof, is the last vestige of the influence of Calvinism to be discarded. Other religious groups follow this same general pattern in retaining the “irresistible grace” doctrine after discarding the other four points. {This is not to say that all have discarded the other four points, for many retain “P” – perseverance of the saints or the impossibility of a Christian being lost which we are addressing this morning.}

THE MODIFIED PERSEVERANCE OF THE SAINTS DOCTRINE

IN THE LORD’S CHURCH

[p.74] Some, in the Lord’s church, are teaching a modified form of the perseverance of the saints doctrine. They will agree that a man can apostatize, but will say that “little sins” will not cause him to fall from grace. {Some have,} personally, pressed some of these false teachers to the point that they admitted that a Christian could be killed while in the very act of adultery and still be saved. This, they argued, would occur if they had been faithful up to that point in time. …

Some, in teaching this doctrine, wrest the words of 1 John 1:7-9. John says: v.7 . . . but if (Conditional) we walk in the light, (To walk in the light is to walk according to the will of God—Psalms 119:3, 105, 130, etc.) as he (Christ) is in the light, (Since Christ never sinned [1 Peter 2:21-22] one is not walking “as” He walked if he sins. There are only two alternatives: [a] either one walks in the light or [b] one walks in darkness—cf. Luke 11:23) we have fellow-ship one with another, (There is no fellowship between light and darkness—2 Cor.6;14) and the blood of Jesus His Son cleanseth (Continuous action) us from all sin. 9 If we confess our sins, (conditional “if”) … One cannot bear the [p.75] fruit of darkness while he is in the light (Eph.5:7-12). Hence, one steps out of the light and into darkness when he commits a sin, any sin, and is not walking in the light until he repents and confesses his sin in prayer (Acts 8:22).
Some claim the apostle Paul taught this doctrine, in Romans 8:1. Paul says: There is therefore now no condemnation to them that are in Christ Jesus. If one is in Christ Jesus he has no condemnation, but what does it mean to be in Christ Jesus? Paul explains this in verses 2-4. (a) The law of the spirit freed us; hence, the law or word of the Spirit freed us [v.2]. (b) To be in Christ Jesus is to walk after the Spirit [v.4]. To be in Christ Jesus, therefore, is the same as to walk in the light. As in 1 John 1:7-9, the freedom from condemnation is conditional, and one must walk in the light (according to the Scriptures).

THE GROWING INFLUENCE OF CALVINISM IN THE LORD’S CHURCH

[p.80] Few member of the Lord’s church, of fifty years ago, would have dreamed that the Lord’s church would have problems, in the last half of the twentieth century, with Calvinism from within the church. The older preachers have debated with Calvinists and semi-Calvinists in every area of America. But the church today is having problems with the irresistible grace, imputed righteousness, and perseverance of [p.81] the saints doctrines. In addition to this, some Calvinistic positions are being taken on the providence of God.

SOURCES OF CALVINISTIC INFLUENCE IN THE LORD’S CHURCH

One naturally asks how these doctrines have entered the Lord’s church. It seems evident that these doctrines have come in through at least four means.

The first means of entrance of these doctrines is that people are converted from denominations and then left untaught. These people begin to teach others in many different ways. Some of them become leaders in the church: elders, preachers, deacons, and teachers. This further spreads these doctrines.

The second means of entrance of these doctrines is through the Bible departments of colleges operated by the brethren. Because of the necessity of obtaining a doctorate degree, in order to keep the college accredited, professors have gone to denominational seminaries. Many of these seminaries are Calvinistic or semi-Calvinistic. It is difficult for a young preacher not to be influenced by some of their subtle arguments or explanations of passages.

The third means of entrance of these doctrines is through the libraries of preachers. The bookshelves of many preachers contain commentaries, reference works, and doctrinal books, which were written by Calvinists. Another good example of the subtle nature of this influence is through lexicons, such as Thayer. Thayer becomes a commentator when he explains passages of Scripture. Some preachers do not understand this and quote from him as if he spoke the truth. This preacher does not contend that one should not read these books, but that the material should be sifted as it is studied. One rule of study is to know the prejudices of the writer in order to keep an even keel. No Calvinist or semi-Calvinist is sound on the work of the Holy Spirit in either conviction, conversion, or sanctification.

The fourth means of entrance of these doctrines is through some of the modern speech translations of the Bible. The Living Bible Paraphrased and the New International Version (niv) are good examples of Calvinistic translations. Many of the Calvinistic proof text passages are mistranslated in both of these versions. The niv is probably the most dangerous of these new versions because many preachers are quoting from it. This would be evident if one would study how the niv renders the Calvinistic proof texts.

3. the standard manual for baptist churches by Edward T. Hiscox, under articles of Faith, Article XI. “perseverance of saints,” on p.67:

“We believe the Scriptures teach that such as are truly regenerate, being born of the Spirit, will not utterly fall away and perish, but will endure unto the end; that their persevering attachment to Christ is the grand mark which distinguishes them from superficial professors; that a special Providence watches over their welfare; and that they are kept by the power of God through faith unto salvation.”

4. the confession of faith of the Presbyterian Church, 1947, p.50:

“V. God doth continue to forgive the sins of those that are justified: and although they can never fall from the state of justification, yet they may by their sins fall under God’s fatherly displeasure, and not have the light of His countenance restored unto them, until they humble themselves, confess their sins, beg pardon, and renew their faith and repentance.”

5. Is this doctrine true?

I. WHAT IS SIN? Literally, “a missing of the mark.” (w.e.vine)
1 John 3:4 … sin is the transgression of the law. (kjv) (asv)… sin is lawlessness.

2 John 9 Whosoever transgresseth, and abideth not in the doctrine of Christ, hath not God. He that abideth in the doctrine of Christ, he hath both the Father and the Son.

Matt.7:21-23 Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of heaven; but he that doeth the will of my Father which is in heaven. 22Many will say to me in that day, Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in thy name? and in thy name have cast out devils? and in thy name done many wonderful works? 23And then will I profess unto them, I never knew you: depart from me, ye that work iniquity.
II. NT TEACHES CHRISTIANS CAN AND DO SIN
A. If a child of God cannot be lost in Hell after he has received remission of sins, been cleansed by the blood of the Lamb, added to the body, the church, the house of God, what point is there in the warnings in the nt against losing the hope, falling away, and turning back to the things from which he has been delivered?

B. Galatians

1:6-10 They were in the process of being removed from the pure Gospel.

1. Cannot be removed from something unless you are there in the first place, to be removed from it!

2. Could not be removed from a house unless you were in the house.

3:13-14, 26-29 – These were saved people!

4:4-7 – Sons of God and heirs of God!

4:21-31 Allegory, they were not under the Law.

5:1 Possible to become entangled again in yoke of bondage!

5:4 Some fallen from grace!

5:16-26 Why exhort to walk after Spirit if cannot fall?

III. OTHER New Testament PASSAGES

1 Cor.9:27 but I buffet my body and make it my slave, lest possibly, after I have preached to others, I myself should be disqualified.

Peter denied the Lord (Matt.26:33-35, 58, 69-75). On another occasion: Gal.2:11-14 But when Cephas came to Antioch, I opposed him to his face, because he stood condemned. 12For prior to the coming of certain men from James, he used to eat with the Gentiles; but when they came, he began to withdraw and hold himself aloof, fearing the party of the circumcision. 13And the rest of the Jews joined him in hypocrisy, with the result that even Barnabas was carried away by their hypocrisy. 14But when I saw that they were not straightforward about the truth of the gospel, I said to Cephas in the presence of all, "If you, being a Jew, live like the Gentiles and not like the Jews, how is it that you compel the Gentiles to live like Jews?

Heb.10:26-27  For if we go on sinning willfully after receiving the knowledge of the truth, there no longer remains a sacrifice for sins, 27but a certain terrifying expectation of judgment, and the fury of a fire which will consume the adversaries.
Heb.6:4-6 For in the case of those who have once been enlightened and have tasted of the heavenly gift and have been made partakers of the Holy Spirit, 5and have tasted the good word of God and the powers of the age to come, 6and then have fallen away, it is impossible to renew them again to repentance, since they again crucify to themselves the Son of God, and put Him to open shame.

2 Pet.2:20-22  For if after they have escaped the defilements of the world by the knowledge of the Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, they are again entangled in them and are overcome, the last state has become worse for them than the first. 21For it would be better for them not to have known the way of righteousness, than having known it, to turn away from the holy commandment delivered to them. 22It has happened to them according to the true proverb, "a dog returns to its own vomit," and, "A sow, after washing, returns to wallowing in the mire."

Majority of nt written to warn us against falling by sin! Cf. Romans 11 (esp. v.19-22 You will say then, "Branches were broken off so that I might be grafted in." 20Quite right, they were broken off for their unbelief, but you stand by your faith. Do not be conceited, but fear; 21for if God did not spare the natural branches, neither will He spare you. 22Behold then the kindness and severity of God; to those who fell, severity, but to you, God's kindness, if you continue in His kindness; otherwise you also will be cut off.
Compare—Living after the Flesh and Living after the Spirit. (Rom.6:12f; 8:1, 5, 7-8, 12-13)
IV. WHAT, THEN, IS THE MEANING OF OUR TEXT?

A. If 1 John 3:9 means that whosoever is born of God cannot possibly commit a single solitary sin, that it is physically and mentally impossible for him to engage in one single solitary sin, and that he cannot possibly be lost even if he could commit (not just one, but) every sin in the book, it must follow that John was so mixed up that he forgot what he said before this verse, and forgot this verse as soon as he wrote it!

Let’s read 1 John 3:9 -- No one who is born of God practices sin, because His seed abides in him; and he cannot sin, because he is born of God.

Now, let’s read:
1 John 3:6 No one who abides in Him sins; no one who sins has seen Him or knows Him.
1 John 2:24-26 As for you, let that abide in you which you heard from the beginning. If what you heard from the beginning abides in you, you also will abide in the Son and in the Father. 25And this is the promise which He Himself made to us: eternal life. 26These things I have written to you concerning those who are trying to deceive you.
1 John 1:6-10 If we say that we have fellowship with Him and yet walk in the darkness, we lie and do not practice the truth; 7but if we walk in the light as He Himself is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus His Son cleanses us from all sin. 8 If we say that we have no sin, we are deceiving ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 9If we confess our sins, He is faithful and righteous to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 10If we say that we have not sinned, we make Him a liar, and His word is not in us.

1 John 2:1-6 My little children, I am writing these things to you that you may not sin. And if anyone sins, we have an Advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous; 2and He Himself is the propitiation for our sins; and not for ours only, but also for those of the whole world. 3And by this we know that we have come to know Him, if we keep His commandments. 4The one who says, "I have come to know Him," and does not keep His commandments, is a liar, and the truth is not in him; 5but whoever keeps His word, in him the love of God has truly been perfected. By this we know that we are in Him: 6the one who says he abides in Him ought himself to walk in the same manner as He walked.

1 John 4:6 We are from God; he who knows God listens to us; he who is not from God does not listen to us. By this we know the spirit of truth and the spirit of error.

1 John 5:13 These things I have written to you who believe in the name of the Son of God, in order that you may know that you have eternal life.
B. The answer to three questions may help us:

1. Who is begotton (or, born) of God? 1 John 2:29 … everyone also who practices righteousness is born of Him.
a. To practice righteousness is to do the will of God; walk in the light.

2. What does doth not commit sin and cannot sin mean?

(This second question is answered by the third question.)

3. What does for His seed remaineth in him (kjv) {because His seed abides in him nasb}

--what does this have to do with cannot sin?

a. Seed is the word of God (1 Pet.1:23; Parable of sower, Luke 8)
A} If the word of God abides in one, he will not practice sin (nasb)

C. 

does righteousness
(2:29)


does not commit sin
(3:9)
every one that
loves and knows god
(4:7)
has been born from god
believes that jesus is the christ
(5:1)


overcomes the world
(5:4)


sins not and keeps himself
(5:18)
D. Coupled with the other passages in First John, we know the above does not teach the impossibility of sinning or falling from God’s Grace.

1. “Whosoever is of normal weight does not gain weight; for he is on a diet: and he cannot gain weight, because he does not over-eat.”

2. Can one of normal weight gain weight? Yes. But he cannot remain at normal weight and gain weight at the same time (physically impossible).

3. Why does he not gain weight? On a diet. Stay on diet and not gain weight.

4. But can he leave the diet and gain weight? Certainly!

E. The real meaning of 1 John 3:9 (and other verses) is not in the impossibility of committing a sin, but (if the word abides in us) of continuing in sin!

1 John 1: {lenski’s translation unless noted otherwise}

8 “If we say that we do not have sin we are deceiving ourselves, and the truth is not in us.”

9 “If we keep confessing our sins, faithful is he and righteous to remit to us the sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.”

1 John 2:

1a “My little children, these things I am writing to you so that you may not sin. …”

{i.e., that you may not commit a sin}

1b “…And if anyone sins, we have an Advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous;” {nasb}

1 John 3:

4 “Every one who practices sin…”{nasb}

6a “Everyone remaining in Him does not go on sinning;…”

6b “…Everyone continuing to sin (going on with sinning) has not seen Him, nor has he known Him.”

9 “Everyone that has been born from God does not go on doing sin because his seed remains in him; and he is not able to go on sinning because he has been born from God.”

F. A Christian cannot keep on sinning and remain true to the Word of God. If the seed, word, remains (abides) in the Christian, he cannot sin (keep on sinning).

G. Recognizing the fact that we can commit a sin, we must strive to stay on the mark, the straight and narrow way. If we walk in the light, the blood of Christ will continually cleanse us from our sins when we repent of a sin and ask His forgiveness.

CONCLUSION
1. Only one sinless man – jesus christ! And they crucified Him! He died for us!

2. invitation
7

